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Abstract 
 
Brisbane City Hall has been called ‘the people’s place’, ‘the heart of the city’, ‘the 
centre of the city’ and ‘the soul of the city’ - epithets that ascribe meaning to its 
social significance to the city. It has become the visual symbol the city. Most of the 
extant literature about City Hall refers to its social and cultural significance to 
Brisbane in general terms. Some have focused primarily on the political and 
economic history of the Brisbane City Council, referring to City Hall as a notable 
achievement and one that fostered great civic pride. Several studies examine City 
Hall’s architectural features, particularly in relation to the conservation of the 
building. Heritage registers list the significance of City Hall according to set criteria, 
but these statements lack elaboration. Few studies have examined the social and 
cultural practices that have inspired City Hall’s epithets. 
 
This thesis is an introductory study of the social meaning of Brisbane City Hall – 
what was said about it, how it was used and its significance to the life of Brisbane, 
its residents and visitors. Three major periods were selected for examination: 1908 
to 1920, during which many debates about a ‘new town hall’ occurred; 1921 to 
1930, the construction phase; and the 1930s, City Hall’s first decade of public use. 
This study shows that Brisbane City Hall is a central place where social meanings 
have been made. As a place, it embodies multiple social meanings. A broad range 
of views about City Hall existed during the periods studied; views and meanings 
that are not captured by the epithets or covered adequately by the existing 
literature.  
 
The research methods selected considered the ways in which we currently ‘know’ 
about City Hall through commissioned histories of Brisbane City Council, 
promotional material published by Council, architectural and conservation reports, 
entries in books about architecture in Brisbane, local history publications and 
entries in heritage registers. Articles, letters, photographs and other material 
published in newspapers provide additional evidence for the study of what was 
said, written, reported and subsequently published about City Hall during the 
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periods specified. These more ephemeral sources have been largely unexamined 
by previous studies. 
  
This study’s findings reveal broader and more complex social meanings for City 
Hall than its overarching narrative encompasses. A key outcome of this study is the 
identification and collection of seventy-one items that are creative responses to 
City Hall, covering the period 1908 to 1953 (Appendix 1). The items include poems, 
cartoons, songs and other cultural references. These responses provide another 
way of viewing and understanding discourse about City Hall, reflecting variously on 
the topical issues of the day with creativity, whimsy, humour, pride, frustration and 
sarcasm. A second key outcome is the analysis of one hundred events and 
activities held at City Hall during the 1930s, the first decade after its official opening 
on April 8, 1930 (Appendix 2).   
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Chapter	  1	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  The	  Research	  Project	  
 	  
 
Figure 1.1 Brisbane City Hall – promoting spaces.  
Source: Brisbane City Council, Living in Brisbane (Brisbane: Brisbane City Council, 
May 2012), 2. 
 
One way to begin to explain the aim of this research project is to consider the 
advertisement above, a marketing strategy which aims to promote Brisbane City 
Hall spaces as function venues when the building reopens in 2013, after extensive 
renovations (Figure 1.1). It claims that to ‘hold court’ by booking and attending 
functions at a City Hall venue, will ‘reserve your place in history’ at a City Hall that 
is: ‘Even Better Than You Remember’.  
 
These statements prompt a number of questions about events at City Hall: 
Did people who attended functions there in the past reserve their place in history?  
If they did - how do we know about that history today? 
Was City Hall central to making history in Brisbane? 
What has City Hall meant to residents and visitors during its 83-year history? 
From where does that meaning come? 
How do current residents remember City Hall? 
 
The official opening of Brisbane City Hall in April 8th, 1930, was an important and 
long-awaited occurrence in the life of Brisbane. Prior to its construction there were 
few other landmark structures or means by which to identify the town. Today the 
ubiquitous corporate logo of the Brisbane City Council, featuring a stylised City 
Hall, can be found around the city on street signs, rubbish bins, upholstery, 
bicycles, drain covers and innumerable other places. The image of City Hall has 
become the symbol that identifies the city itself. 
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City Hall has meant many things to many people because of the diversity of events 
and activities undertaken within and around it. Peter Garrett, in his role of Federal 
Minister for the Environment, Heritage and the Arts, took up this theme when he 
announced Federal Government funding for the building’s restoration:  
 
Here's a building that is close to the hearts of Brisban-ites and people of 
 Queensland, where people become Australian citizens, where schools visit 
 every day, where people come to concerts…A Pope has been around here, 
 Mick Jagger's been here - it's an iconic institution for this city…1 
 
Garrett also spoke of the building’s ‘community resonance’.2  Many sources hint at 
this quality, using words such as ‘icon’, ‘symbol’, ‘focus’ and ‘special’ when 
expressing what City Hall means to Brisbane and refer to events that occurred 
there. A selection of statements provides examples of the language used to 
describe City Hall: 
• Since opening in 1930, City Hall has become a symbol of civic pride and one of 
Brisbane’s greatest icons and meeting places. The building has played an 
important role in the lives of our community in times of war, peace and 
celebration earning the title of the ‘People’s Place’.3  
 
• City Hall is home to Brisbane’s civic, community, artistic and social life and has 
hosted many famous guests including The Rolling Stones and Queen Elizabeth 
II.4 
 
• She's been a gracious hostess to a number of important guests and significant 
events. She has a special place in our hearts.5 
 
• City Hall is much more than a heritage building…[it is] the repository of 
millions upon millions of memories, from Royal visits to school speech nights, 
from paying rates to council debates, from child care to citizenship 
ceremonies. It is a focus for the community in all senses of the word.6    
	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
1 "Qld: Federal help for crumbling City Hall," AAP Australian National News Wire (n.d.):  
   Australia/New Zealand Reference Centre, EBSCOhost. 
2 Ibid. 
3 “Brisbane City Hall,” http://brisbaneopenhouse.com.au/u/lib/cms/bohfactsheet-cityhall.pdf. 
4 “About City Hall,” www.brisbane.qld.gov.au/facilities-recreation/parks-and-venues/city- 
   hall/city-hall-history-and-heritage/about-city-hall/index.htm 
5 “Happy 80th, City Hall,” www.abc.net.au/local/photos/2010/04/08/2867180.htm 
6 Her Excellency Ms Penelope Wensley, Governor of Queensland. “Brisbane City Hall  
  Project.” Speech presented at the National Trust Brisbane City Hall Appeal Reception,  
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Several epithets, such as ‘the people’s place’, ‘the centre of the city’, ‘the heart of 
the city’ and ‘the soul of the city’, are frequently employed in attempts to 
encapsulate what City Hall means to Brisbane and its people. Even Houghton’s 
‘old girl’ and ‘grand old lady of Brisbane’ impart meaning.7 The Queensland 
Heritage Register, and the local and national registers which link to it or harvest 
information from it, describe City Hall as ‘the symbolic focus of the municipality’8 in 
statements addressing its cultural heritage significance. Today, in official and 
unofficial publications and speeches, an over-arching narrative serves to 
encapsulate the meaning of City Hall, as exemplified by the following statement: 
‘City Hall has immense cultural significance for Brisbane, Queensland and the 
nation. It is the symbol and focus of Brisbane, an icon for the State’s capital.’9  
 
The social history of City Hall has not been written. Few studies address the social 
and cultural practices that have inspired the statements and epithets that ascribe 
value and meaning to City Hall and its place in a Brisbane life. This obvious gap in 
the literature raises many questions in a similar vein to those raised by the 
advertisement above:  
How did these meanings for City Hall evolve? 
What has made City Hall an important place in the construction of identity and 
identification in a life lived in Brisbane? 
Does City Hall have one meaning for all or multiple meanings for many? 
If the events and activities held in and around City Hall have given it value and 
meaning within the community and shaped these meanings, what were those 
events? 
Where is the evidence by which these meanings may be examined?  
How did the public use City Hall?  
 
The oft-repeated statements and epithets, all of which may be accurate, are 
challenging to understand in anything other than an impressionistic way. The social 
meaning of City Hall is more complex and more ambiguous than these statements 
impart. This is an initial study aimed at exploring the social meaning of Brisbane 	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
  March 24, 2010. www.govhouse.qld.gov.au/the_governor/100324_cityhallspch.aspx. 
7 Des Houghton, "'Old girl' shuts for facelift," Courier Mail, January 1, 2010: 15.    
  Australia/New Zealand Reference Centre, EBSCOhost. 
8 “Brisbane City Hall,” Queensland Heritage Register. Department of Environment and    
   Heritage Protection,  www.derm.qld.gov.au/chimsi/placeDetail.html?siteId=14840. 
9 City Hall 2010 Committee, Saving Brisbane City Hall for Future Generations: City Hall      
  2010 Committee Report. October 2008,   
  www.brisbane.qld.gov.au/documents/city%20hall/city_hall_2010_report.pdf.  
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City Hall. This introductory chapter discusses the research background and the 
aims and significance of the study. It defines social meaning, the concept central to 
the study, outlines the research approach, the research procedure undertaken and 
the limitations to the research. The research questions are also outlined.  The 
chapter concludes with an explanation of the structure of the remaining chapters.   
The research background 
The political and economic history of the municipal councils that inhabited City Hall 
has been well covered by the extant literature. City Hall’s design and architectural 
qualities are the subject of several conservation reports and entries in heritage 
registers. The social history of City Hall remains a largely unexplored subject, yet 
its social value, social meaning and significance to Brisbane are attributed, to a 
significant degree, to it. Beyond visits by a pope, a queen and The Rolling Stones, 
there exists a rich history of events and activities associated with City Hall.  
 
Oft-repeated, unsubstantiated stories, such as one about the man who drowned 
when inspecting the building’s foundations, are favoured over stories that can be 
verified, such the hundreds of residents, who clung to rooftops to glimpse the 
Prince of Wales laying a foundation stone and the young man who put his foot 
through the domed roof of the concert hall ceiling, sending down a shower of 
plaster during the building’s opening ceremony, just as the Mayor spoke of the 
building’s solidity, much to the amusement of the audience.  
 
This research examines part of the long lead up period to the construction of City 
Hall from 1908 to 1920, during which debates occurred about the need for and 
costs of a new town hall, the competing sites, and the decisions to lay foundation 
stones. The construction phase during the 1920s and the first decade of public use 
of City Hall, the 1930s, are also examined. These three periods were selected for 
study because of the diverse range of opinions that characterised commentary and 
debate about City Hall and the valuable evidence and insight provided into 
contemporary thinking about the ‘new town hall,’ and its meaning and place in the 
city. 
The aims and significance of this study  
As the social meaning of City Hall is an under-researched area, the aim of this 
study is to begin to investigate it; which is to try to understand the way in which 
people have used and valued City Hall and its meaning in a Brisbane life. This 
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study examines the dominant over-arching narrative about the meaning of City Hall 
and reveals other more expansive and inclusive meanings.  
 
Historian Mary Ryan observed, 
the protean passions public buildings inspired merit more attention from 
historians. Objects that provoked such intense public reaction, be it pride or 
scorn, are of interest both in their own right and as factors that contribute to 
the formation of civic culture and the course of historical events.10  
 
Ryan’s observation is an important one that assists to explain why a study of this 
nature is important. The ‘intense public reaction’, both pride and scorn, surrounding 
City Hall prior to, during and after construction are, firstly, of interest in their own 
right as historical evidence relevant to the history of Brisbane. Secondly, without 
deeper knowledge and understanding, how the social meaning of City Hall is 
constructed and understood is impressionistic, incomplete and skewed. City Hall 
has more complex social meanings than those currently acknowledged. The voices 
of people who waited for City Hall, people who watched it being built and people 
who used it during its first decade are revealed, in part, through a variety of texts 
such as letters to the editor, poems, songs, cartoons and other responses to the 
‘new town hall’. Photographs and newspaper columns captured the meanings that 
residents and visitors attached to City Hall during the three phases of waiting, 
building and using.  
 
This study is significant because it begins an investigation of the social meaning of 
Brisbane City Hall. Malpas advises that accounts of this type are valuable to 
explain the connection between people and places and to confirm the significance 
of a place: 
What is needed is an account that gives insight into the necessary 
character of place itself and that allows the connection to place to be seen 
as a necessary part of what it is to be human. In the absence of such an 
account, it will always be possible that the significance of place may be 
open to question.11  
 
A broader understanding of the social meaning of City Hall is necessary for a more 
accurate understanding of its place in a Brisbane life. Christine Ward advises that, 
‘without a comprehensive body of documentation – one that represents all aspects 	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
10 Mary P. Ryan, “’A Laudable Pride in the Whole of Us’: City Halls and Civic Materialism,"  
   The American Historical Review 105, no. 4 (2000): 1132. 
11 Jeff Malpas, “Place and Human Being,” in Making Sense of Place: Exploring Concepts   
    and Expressions of Place Through Different Senses and Lenses, ed. Frank Vanclay and  
    others, 326 (Canberra: National Museum of Australia Press, 2008). 
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of an event, all points of view, all reactions and responses – the historian cannot 
create an account that be considered complete and accurate.’12 ‘All points of view, 
all reactions and responses’ that contribute to the social meaning of City Hall have 
not been previously addressed. This study begins to explore more aspects of 
events, more points of view, more reactions and more responses to reveal broader 
and more complex social meanings of Brisbane City Hall.  
Defining social meaning 
Understanding social meaning and the related term social value, requires 
consideration of ‘place’, a concept which Vanclay defines simply as, ‘‘space’ 
imbued with meaning’ and notes, ‘place is space that is special to someone’.13 It is 
generally agreed that a place becomes meaningful through people’s interactions 
with it and their memories and experiences of it as individuals or members of 
groups. The Australia ICOMOS Charter for Places of Cultural Significance (The 
Burra Charter) defines cultural significance as the ‘aesthetic, historic, scientific, 
social or spiritual value for past, present or future generations’; adding that it is 
‘embodied in the place itself, its fabric, setting, use, associations, meanings, 
records, related places and related objects.’ 14 The Burra Charter also notes that, 
places may have a range of values for different individuals or groups.15 Chris 
Johnston expanded on the concept of social value and noted that it is ‘experiential 
and rooted in a community’s everyday lives’16 and that a place can have social 
value ‘because it provides a setting within which a cultural practice can occur.’17  
 
Referring specifically to architecture, Goodsell describes two types of social 
meaning: ‘one kind of social meaning of architectural space is what it ‘says’ about 
those who inspired, built, arranged, and use it…[the] nonverbal commentary about 
people, politics, culture and civilisation’.18 The other type of social meaning he 
describes is the subjective or behavioral influence a building has on its users and 	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
12 Christine Ward, "Documenting New York: Identifying and Saving New York's Primary  
    Sources," The Public Historian 33, no. 3 (2011): 99.  
13 Frank Vanclay, “Place Matters,” in Making Sense of Place: Exploring Concepts and  
    Expressions of Place Through Different Senses and Lenses, ed. Frank Vanclay and  
   others, 3 (Canberra: National Museum of Australia Press, 2008).   
14 The Burra Charter: The Australia ICOMOS Charter for Places of Cultural Significance  
   1999, 2, http://australia.icomos.org/wp-content/uploads/BURRA_CHARTER.pdf.  
15 Ibid. 
16 Chris Johnston and Australian Heritage Commission, What is Social Value? A  
    Discussion Paper (Canberra: Australian Govt. Pub. Service, 1992), 24. 
17 Ibid, 15. 
18 Charles T. Goodsell, The Social Meaning of Civic Space: Studying Political Authority  
    Through Architecture (Lawrence, Kansas: University Press of Kansas, c1988), 8.  
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visitors,19 highlighting the irony that ‘architectural phenomena are ‘hard’ and 
objective but their meanings are by necessity ‘soft’ and ambiguous.’20  
 
Many individuals and communities that use City Hall refer to it as a special place. 
City Hall’s epithet ‘the people’s place’ reveals how it has been defined as a place. 
The expression ‘sense of place’ is referred to, succinctly, in the literature of 
humanistic geography as ‘the way in which places are experienced subjectively,’21 
in both positive and negative ways. A place is something created by people. City 
Hall was formed within a particular local cultural value system with its meaning 
both ‘shaped in large part by the social, cultural and economic circumstances…[of 
the time]…and interpreted from particular social positions and for particular social 
reasons.’22 If, as held by Miller, ‘places and people are mutually defining and 
mutually influential,’23 then just as City Hall has meaning as ‘the people’s place’ 
through the events and activities that took place there, it in turn has imparted 
meaning to the lives of residents and visitors. Its social meaning goes beyond and 
adds to Goodsell’s view of the influence of a building on its visitors, to incorporate 
the influences of the users on the building, as being ‘mutually defining and mutually 
influential’.  
 
The lives of millions of residents and visitors have intersected with Brisbane City 
Hall during its 83-year life. Lyndon observed that ‘real places have a power over 
the mind because they are the locus of our actions; the events of our lives are 
connected with the settings in which they take place. Places take on meanings 
through our participation in them.’24 An observation from Gieryn provides a way of 
considering the social meaning of City Hall: ‘Buildings stabilise social life. They 
give structure to social institutions, durability to social networks, persistence to 
	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
19 Ibid., 10. 
20 Ibid., 8-9. 
21 Richard Wilkie and George F. Roberson. "Sense of Place." In Encyclopedia of  
    Geography, ed. Barney Warf. Thousand Oaks, California: Sage 2010. 
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    Cultures and Globalisation, ed. D. Massey and P. Jess, 89 (Oxford: Oxford University  
    Press, 1995). 
23 Linn Miller and others, “Place-Making - in Theory and Practice: The Stanley ‘Guided’   
    Development Plan Model,” in Making Sense of Place: Exploring Concepts and  
    Expressions of Place Through Different Senses and Lenses, ed. Frank Vanclay and  
    others, 212 (Canberra: National Museum of Australia Press, 2008).   
24 Donlyn Lyndon, "Public Buildings: Symbols Qualified by Experience," The Public Interest  
    74, (Winter 1984): 78, www.nationalaffairs.com/public_interest/detail/public-buildings- 
    symbols-qualified-by-experience.  
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behaviour patterns.’25 The creation of City Hall expanded upon social life and 
supported social institutions and networks in Brisbane. In summary, this study 
attempts to understand the social meaning of City Hall by examining how it was 
used and valued and its significance to a Brisbane life. 
The research approach 
Many sources for this study are within the pages of newspapers published during 
the phases selected for research. McLuhan’s statement that ‘the medium is the 
message’ is pertinent, as the ‘‘content’ of any medium is always another 
medium’.26 Newspaper reports of events such as openings, lectures, conferences 
or concerts held at City Hall are mediated and interpretive accounts of another 
medium such as a speech, meeting or concert program. Rarely are the actual 
words of speakers such as the mayor or lord mayor reported verbatim. The written, 
spoken and visual discourses concerning City Hall have been selected, filtered, 
reported and published via the medium of local newspapers. They provide the 
means for examining how discourse not only ‘reflects social meanings, relations 
and entities, it also constitutes and governs them.’27 That discourse is shaped 
socially and is socially-shaping of social identities, social relations and systems of 
knowledge is noted by Fairclough, who holds that, ‘any text makes its own small 
contribution to shaping these aspects of society and culture.’28 Texts in 
newspapers reflect as well as shape the views of readers, sometimes in obscure 
ways, ‘by employing a particular framework for understanding events and 
institutions.’29 They reveal the issues of most importance to the editors of 
newspapers who choose to frame issues in particular ways. Letters to editors, for 
example, are selected for publication. They reveal the issues of concern to 
particular correspondents as selected by a particular newspaper. But as Dobson 
asserts, they 
do not offer a transparent window into the mindset of the author, but they 
do allow the careful historian to examine the complex web of relationships 
	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
25 Thomas F. Gieryn, “What Buildings Do,” Theory and Society 31, no. 1 (2002): 35. 
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    Ziemann, 192, (London: Routledge, 2009).    
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between individual, family, and society that shapes a person’s sense of self 
and their understanding of the world they inhabit.30   
 
This research begins with the observation that the current understanding of the 
social meaning of City Hall is narrow, under-researched and in need of elaboration. 
Drawing on the work of Mikhail Bakhtin, William Whyte contends that a building 
can convey many meanings, rather than a singular meaning and that a building is 
not ‘an artifact that can be simply described, but a multifaceted construct capable 
of multiple interpretations.’31 He advises that the historian’s task is to explore a 
building’s ‘multiple transpositions,’ contending that, ‘as a building is planned, built, 
inhabited, and interpreted, so its meaning changes.’32 This view influenced the 
approach I chose when considering the social meaning of City Hall, but with less 
emphasis on the physical building than intended by Whyte, whose advice is 
directed toward architectural historians. In this study more emphasis is placed on 
how social meaning is revealed by what was said, written and subsequently 
published about City Hall during the stages of ‘transposition’. Suspecting there was 
much more to the meaning of City Hall than its current singular, dominant and 
over-arching narrative, I chose to step-away from the narrative to find out how City 
Hall was portrayed, both verbally and visually, by those who waited for it, by those 
who viewed its construction and by those who used it during its first decade; albeit 
through the filter of newspapers published during those phases.  
 
Beverley Southgate, commenting on the insights of Hayden White’s Metahistory 
and his argument that events have no inherent meaning, holds that ‘any meaning-
giving story, or narrative, will…not [be] found in the past but imposed upon it.’33  By 
selecting the approach I have taken to examine the social meaning of City Hall, 
one which challenges its accepted, dominant meaning and attempts to discover its 
additional meanings, broader meanings will be ascribed or ‘imposed’ on the 
building, ‘from a particular and necessarily limited and partial perspective’34 and, it 
could be argued, an eclectic and subjective one.  	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They are many approaches to the past. The New Social History school of thought 
that emerged in the 1960s and 1970s, influenced by the earlier Annales School, 
highlighted the importance of the ‘bottom-up’ approach to historiography which 
‘restore[s] the significance of everyday life’ to historical studies.35 A social history 
approach places importance on the diversity of meaning City Hall embodied for 
residents of and visitors to Brisbane. In the absence of secondary sources 
addressing the social history and social meaning of City Hall, this study draws 
mainly on primary source material found in newspapers. Individual voices in the 
stories and opinions in letters to the editor concerning City Hall may seem singular, 
anecdotal and unimportant; but they help to reveal the reception of the building, 
provide insight into the issues of concern and speak of the sense of the place of 
what became the city’s civic headquarters. It is acknowledged that these anecdotal 
and opinionated views cannot be directly cross-checked with other sources of 
evidence. However, many letters and columns address common concerns, and as 
such, build a body of evidence addressing particular issues.  
 
It is does not appear to be a clear-cut matter of assigning the building’s supporters 
and detractors, or users and non-users, or residents and visitors, to particular 
social, cultural or economic groups in order to determine and make concrete 
statements about City Hall’s social meaning to varying groups of people. Evidence 
suggests that whilst City Hall was used by a wide range of groups for a wide range 
of purposes, aspects of its use did reflect the local social order. The residents, who 
did not use it at all, for economic or other reasons, cannot be known with any 
certainty, at this distance. It is significant that City Hall’s first decade of public use 
coincided with the Depression, followed by the slow recovery of the state and 
national economies and the beginning of World War Two.  For many people the 
cost of entry to events was likely to have been prohibitive. Evidence shows that 
events with free admission drew very large crowds during the 1930s.  
 
In summary, the research framework chosen for this study is influenced by the 
New Social History school of thought, which in turn was influenced by the Annales 
School; and the field of humanistic geography in recognising the importance of 
everyday and unofficial discourses as sources for examining how City Hall was 
used and valued and its significance to a Brisbane life. Postmodern literary 	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criticism has highlighted how power relations shape texts such as those found in 
the press.36 The underlying premise of this study is that a broader and more 
comprehensive range of sources, when examined, provides a more nuanced, 
albeit more complex, understanding of the social meaning of City Hall, beyond its 
current over-arching narrative. The traditional historical method, which relies on the 
gathering, examining and critical interpretation of source materials, is used to 
evaluate primary sources, those created during the period under discussion, and 
secondary sources, those that were produced at a later time.37  
The research procedure 
The research procedure began, with few preconceived ideas about how it would 
continue, by examining the extant literature – what we currently know about City 
Hall and how we know it. The secondary literature mainly consists of several 
histories of the Brisbane City Council, which were commissioned by Council; 
architectural reports and theses; entries in books on architecture in Brisbane; 
chapters in publications of the Brisbane History Group; entries in heritage registers; 
Council webpages; and three publications based on oral histories focusing on 
working at City Hall, the Kindercraft facility and entertainment during World War 
Two. This literature revealed the epithets and statements referred to previously. All 
refer, in part, to how City Hall was used by the public. 
 
The lack of secondary sources directly addressing the social history of City Hall 
revealed a gap in the literature. It became apparent that the social history of City 
Hall, through which its social meaning may be gleaned, was an unexplored, largely 
undocumented and potentially vast but patchy area of research. In order to discuss 
the social meaning of City Hall, that is to try to understand the way in which people 
have used and valued it, it was necessary to locate extant primary source material 
such as ephemera, minutes of Council meetings and newspaper reports. It was 
decided that the primary focus would be on newspaper sources because of what 
the variety of text types, editorials, news items, letters to editors, columns, 
cartoons, poems, advertisements and photographs, began to reveal about how 
City Hall was discussed and the events that took place there. Each of the 
photographs included in this thesis is accompanied by its original caption as 
published.  	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Searching digitised newspapers revealed tens of thousands of potential pieces of 
evidence. What has been said, written and reported in newspapers on the subject 
of the City Hall, addressed a wide range of issues over several decades. The issue 
of a ‘new town hall’ was discussed from about 1877 – over forty years prior to the 
commencement of construction. Much consideration of the scope of the study was 
needed and that in part, scope would be suggested by the issues ‘thrown up’ in the 
results of the digitised searches and the lack of other sorts of primary source 
evidence for the use of City Hall such as council records.  
 
In the absence of any booking sheets and formal records kept by Council to show 
how City Hall was used and by whom, searches were restricted to events and 
activities held there and reported in newspapers published in the 1930s, the first 
decade of public use. Additional research revealed much press and public 
comment on ‘town hall’ issues in the period 1908 to 1920 and during the 
construction period from 1921 to 1930; particularly the origins of many debates, 
some of which lingered well after City Hall was opened.  
 
In a study of the reception of Boston City Hall, David Monteyne concluded ‘that 
differing interpretations of the building depend on the identities and contexts of 
different audiences.’38 Brisbane City Hall as a place has shaped public discourse 
about itself, Brisbane City Council and Brisbane. It has been used as a point of 
reference and as a measure of pride, complaint and comparison. It has been 
interpreted in many ways by many different audiences. Although some broad 
characteristics can be known about those audiences, Brisbane, during the periods 
selected, as now, was not a socially homogenous place.    
Interviewing residents 
An exploratory investigation of online newspaper articles and readers’ comments 
about City Hall’s current restoration, revealed issues and readers’ attitudes that 
were not dissimilar to those expressed by readers in letters to editors during the 
1920s and 1930s. Fraser reported that almost a third of residents preferred that 
City Hall was destroyed rather than restored.39 This led to consideration of the 
generative potential of interviews with current residents as a way of gathering 
opinions about social meaning. Thompson used oral history interviews to make 	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sense of the individual memory and the collective Anzac legend. Despite a criticism 
of oral history, which is that memories are composed and are therefore selective 
and unreliable, he notes that oral historians should also be interested in ‘the ways 
in which the past is resonant in our lives today.’40 Interviews are a common feature 
of social histories. Reminiscences about City Hall may lack precision as sources, 
but they useful for understanding if a sense of place has developed over time in the 
lives of some current residents.  
 
Social value and a ‘sense of place’ are predicated on people’s memories and 
stories about their work at City Hall or their presence at events and activities that 
took place there. It is unlikely that many people will record their memories of City 
Hall; but some will talk about them when asked. Telling the whole story of the 
social meaning of City Hall is an impossible task because there are millions of 
individual stories and no typical or representative stories. However, it is important 
to tell some of the stories to enhance the present day understanding of the social 
meaning of City Hall. Stories from interviews with current residents and the views 
of early residents and visitors expressed in letters to editors are sources which go 
largely unrecorded in official accounts; yet they are valuable for an understanding 
of the social meaning of City Hall.  
 
A minor part of the research procedure was the investigation of current feeling 
about City Hall. Interviews conducted with seventeen people endeavoured to 
capture the significance of City Hall to their lives. Participants were recruited 
through contacts and word-of-mouth and anonymity was assured. The interviews 
took the form of semi-structured conversations about each participant’s 
engagement with City Hall in order to elicit memories of events and feelings about 
the place. Interviewees were people who had worked at City Hall, people who had 
attended events, people who had organised events there and people who had 
contact with City Hall in a professional capacity.41  
Limitations of the research 
The decision to restrict the period of use under consideration to City Hall’s first 
decade was made ensure the thesis did not become overly long. The decade prior 
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to construction and the decade of construction provide much valuable information 
about how the idea of ‘new town hall’ for Brisbane was received.    
 
Evidence revealed several important topics that were not included in this study in 
order to limit its scope such as: 
 
• The quality of the acoustics was an issue that was widely discussed during the 
construction period and throughout the life of City Hall. Opinions ranged from 
the acoustics being very poor and unacceptable to perfect.  
• The estimated and escalating costs of construction and furnishing are referred 
to in this study but warrant further investigation.  
• Another issue debated in July 1922, during the construction phase, was the 
design of the building with some people advocating the need to seek ‘second 
opinions’ from experienced architects interstate about the suitability of the 
design chosen for City Hall and how work was proceeding.  
 
A limitation of the interview process was that despite the assurance of anonymity, 
potential interviewees who could be described as feeling a neutral or a negative 
sense of place were difficult to find or if found, disinclined to be interviewed. All 
interviewees tended to express a positive sense of place, although most expressed 
dislike of changes to King George Square and the effects on City Hall. Several 
expressed concern that the renovations should keep what they identified as special 
such as trips to the top of the tower, free concerts and no commercial enterprises 
within the building.  
The research questions   
To address the thesis topic, The Social Meaning of Brisbane City Hall, a basic 
research question was developed: How have people have used and valued City 
Hall? Sub-questions were developed as the scope became more narrowly 
focussed and investigations revealed the range of available sources and the issues 
they addressed: 
 
• Where is the evidence for how City Hall was used? 
• To what extent was it an institutional decision to make City Hall a place central 
to life in Brisbane? 
• What were the major issues surrounding City Hall that interested and 
concerned residents and visitors during the phases discussed, as revealed in 
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columns, reports and letters to the editors of newspapers? 
• How were their interests and concerns expressed?  
• How do these views and opinions assist towards an understanding of the social 
meaning of City Hall? 
• To what extent was City Hall a ‘people’s place’ during the 1930s? 
 
This study selected some of the major issues of interest to residents and visitors 
concerning City Hall during each of the phases specified, as reflected in 
newspaper columns and letters to the editor. Issues were selected because they 
contributed towards an understanding of how City Hall was valued and used. 
Although this study is not an historical narrative of the social history of the building, 
evidence found in each of the three phases is discussed in chronological order to 
provide continuity and to avoid confusion and repetition. 
The structure of the thesis 
This thesis is comprised of seven chapters and eight appendices. This introductory 
chapter cites a strategy used to market the spaces of Brisbane City Hall and 
introduces the epithets and statements that are frequently used to describe what 
City Hall means to the city. It poses two questions about their evolution and raises 
the issue of the gap in our knowledge of City Hall: How have people have used and 
valued City Hall? and How do we know about its use and value? This chapter also 
outlines the research approach and procedure.  
   
Chapter 2: The Purpose of a City Hall examines the purpose of a city hall because 
little evidence was found of aspirations for the purposes or uses of Brisbane City 
Hall. This suggested that its purpose may have been well understood within the 
community. The chapter makes reference to the historiography of town or city halls 
in the Australian context and outlines three studies of city halls in North America 
that influenced this study. It highlights many specific examples of the grand rhetoric 
used to refer to City Hall in each phase and discusses the sources that were 
consulted.   
 
Chapter 3: Laying the Foundation Stone(s) discusses the first of the three phases 
studied, from 1908 to 1920, during which one foundation stone was planned to be 
laid and two were laid. By examining how foundation stones were discussed in 
references to the town hall, the chapter features many of the poems and cartoons 
that addressed the ‘town hall question’ and the ‘foundation stones jest.’ It 
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concludes with the laying of the second foundation stone by the Prince of Wales.  
 
Chapter 4: Building City Hall focuses on the construction of City Hall from 1921 to 
1930 and shows the extent to which it captured the attention and the imagination of 
residents and visitors, particularly in the later, more visible stages. In the local 
conversation about the building, the rhetoric of pride and progress featured 
alongside the many contentious issues that developed over the roofing of the 
dome, the need for a tower, the clock and its chimes and the building’s mounting 
costs.  
 
How City Hall was used in the 1930s, its first decade of public use, is the subject of 
Chapter 5: Using City Hall from its opening to the beginning of its wartime role. 
With the total cost known, the epithet ‘million pound town hall’ was used to express 
pride, scorn, achievement and waste. The use of the Rest Room and the tower, the 
parts of the building that interviewees referred to most often, are featured in this 
chapter, as are some of the many events that specifically provided for the 
education, entertainment and well-being of children.  
 
Chapter 6: City Hall as a Measure introduces some less obvious, even surprising 
ways that City Hall became incorporated into life in the city. It was the subject of 
many photographs. Its clock chimes provided time signals for the commencement 
of many ordinary and special events. It was used as a measure of comparison and 
complaint. Further examples of City Hall as a measure of comparison with other 
large objects are provided in Appendix 3. 
 
Chapter 7: The Research Results summarises the preceding chapters and 
discusses the findings of the research addressing the social meaning of City Hall. It 
reviews the research approach and also provides suggestions for further research 
opportunities.   
 
Eight appendices present information found during the course of the research. 
Primary source information on particular topics or particular types of texts was 
extracted, collected and categorised under themes as part of the information 
gathering process. Much has been collected into appendices to avoid losing these 
temporary collections of ephemeral material which may also be of interest to 
others. It is hoped that these valuable and revealing resources may inform further 
studies into the social history or social meaning of Brisbane City Hall.  
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Appendix 1: Brisbane City Hall Collection is a collection of seventy-one items 
including poems, songs, cartoons and other texts found in newspapers that 
reference City Hall, either directly or indirectly, in a creative way. The full text of 
items quoted in part in the body of the thesis, is provided in this appendix, as well 
as additional items. This collection of alternative discourses provides another frame 
for the study of social meaning distinct from letters to the editor and general 
newspaper columns.  
 
Appendix 2: One hundred events held at Brisbane City Hall 1930-1939 is 
comprised of records of one hundred events and activities held during City Hall’s 
first decade of public use. Ten items were selected for each year of the decade to 
reflect a variety of events as well as audience types and sizes. It has been 
compiled to gain an understanding of the diverse purposes for which City Hall 
spaces were used due to the lack of official records.  
 
Appendix 3: City Hall as a measure contains examples, additional to those featured 
in Chapter 6, where Brisbane City Hall is used as a measure of comparison and 
the subject of composite photographs used to compare it with other large things in 
order to assist the understanding of newspaper readers.  
 
Appendix 4: Timeline of the 1930s organised by mayor presents a table of selected 
events and decisions from the 1930s organized by Mayor. This timeline was 
originally conceived as a way of investigating possible political and/or sectarian 
influences on social and cultural events held at City Hall over a much longer period 
but later restricted to the 1930s.   
  
Appendix 5: Four people associated with Brisbane City Hall provides more 
information about four people associated with Brisbane City Hall during the 1920s 
and 1930s, about whom little has been written. Included are: Peter Kaad, architect 
and designer of the trowel used to lay the 1920 foundation stone; Douglas Dunn 
Carrick, builder contractor for Brisbane City Hall; Dr. G. W. F. Paul, City Medical 
Officer; and Marion Steele, social worker.  
 
Appendix 6: Heritage register entries for Brisbane City Hall collates the results of 
searches for Brisbane City Hall in local, state and federal government heritage 
registers. 
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Appendix 7: Annotated bibliography is a bibliography of sources for the study of 
Brisbane City Hall with brief annotations, organized by resource type,. 	  
Appendix 8: Interview data presents a table summarising the broad characteristics 
of discussions held with the seventeen people interviewed for this study.  
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Chapter 2          The Purpose of a City Hall 
Introduction  
It was frequently stated that Brisbane’s ‘new town hall’ would house the City 
Organ. Beyond that specific purpose, little evidence was found in newspapers of 
discussions or pronouncements about the aspirations for a ‘new town hall’ or how 
the City Hall was intended to be used by the public. Comments in speeches by 
Lord Mayor Jolly, late in the construction phase, provide some evidence of his 
desire for a place to house artworks and to provide a rest room for women and 
children. The best evidence of intentions is provided by the naming and layout of 
rooms in the architectural plans, as discussed in detail in Buchanan’s 1992 
conservation plan for the building.42 This absence suggests that perhaps the public 
purposes of a town or city hall were so well established they did not require 
iteration. This chapter surveys how the social history of town and city halls in 
Australia has been written and refers to three specific North American studies. It 
also examines statements that make reference to the purposes of City Hall in each 
of the three phases selected for this study. The chapter concludes with a 
discussion of the sources used to investigate the social meaning of City Hall.      
 
The historiography of town or city halls has generally focussed on the town hall as 
a building type; one that expresses the status of a town or city and reflects the local 
social order. Few works on town halls have been published in the Australian 
context. Fiddian’s Civic palaces: a tableau of Australian town halls provides useful 
context for historically situating the design and construction of Brisbane City Hall in 
relation to other Australian town halls.43 Two studies by Beasley and Young 
address social history. Sydney Town Hall: a social history acknowledges the ‘many 
strands’ in the history of the town hall and specifically focuses on ‘the building’s 
relationship with the people of Sydney as it is revealed in the countless events 
which have taken place there.’44 Young’s recently published The Palais Theatre: a 
social history of Franklin’s Town Hall 1912 – 2012, covers the period 1912 to 1929 
when the building was a town hall; and its social history as a theatre to the present 	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
42 Bruce Buchanan Architects Pty. Ltd., The Brisbane City Hall: A Conservation Plan for  
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time.45 As the only published sources found that address the social history of 
Australian town halls, both provided useful models for this study. 
 
Although primarily addressing the expression of civic authority through 
architecture, three North American studies provided insight into the history and 
meaning of the city halls discussed and their social and cultural roles in each city. 
In The Social Meaning of Civic Space, Charles Goodsell focuses on how power 
and political authority are expressed in the design of council chambers. His study 
of seventy-five city council chambers in North America, combines political and 
architectural analysis to identify what three distinct types of chambers embody 
about those who ‘inspired, built, arranged and use’46 each type. His words 
‘inspired, built, arranged and use,’ influenced the framework of the three phases 
chosen for this study of the social meaning of Brisbane City Hall. Although 
Goodsell’s work primarily addressed council meetings rooms, he notes that the 
huge investments in a city hall reflect and express the ‘shared values of political 
regimes and elites’ to the public.47  
 
Mary Ryan relates that in the American experience a city hall is: 
a unique focal point of the everyday, ordinary experience of citizenship, a 
lay person's political practice that is seldom articulated in a formal or literary 
way…the term [city hall] anchored the idea of government in a social space 
and shaped political expectations around a public meeting place, a hall.48  
 
Her study examines the political principles expressed in the design of city halls in 
New Orleans, New York and San Francisco, acknowledging that ‘the built 
environment constituted the actual physical space in which people made history.’49 
She contends that ‘public architecture is more than an inert by-product of 
governmental processes; it can affect the quality of civic life, and for generations’50 
and notes the array of players involved in the ‘civic actions’ that lead to the 
construction of a city hall: 
vernacular architecture bespeaks more than the aesthetic intentions of 
architects: it testifies about a whole sequence of civic actions that involved 
politicians, bureaucrats, builders, voters, and anonymous citizens. Many 	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fingerprints, in other words, can be found upon the marble and bronze of 
American city halls.51  
 
In his study of the reception of Boston City Hall, built in the 1960s, David Monteyne 
notes that as people move around a city they view, sense, use and interpret the 
architecture around them.52 He quotes Edelman who wrote that ‘in the reception of 
public buildings, “reassuring meanings coexist with the meanings that evoke 
domination and inequality in everyday life”.’53 Also influential to this study is 
Monteyne’s view that Boston City Hall, as with other buildings, was the subject of 
multiple conversations; and his contention, like Ryan’s, concerns ‘how diverse 
activities, actors, and contexts have shaped the meanings of Boston City Hall.’54 
The aspirational purposes of Brisbane City Hall                                                                                                                         
Lengthy newspaper articles containing florid, grandiose descriptions of City Hall’s 
architectural features, measurements, materials and fine finishes are abundant, 
each with superlatives and comparisons. Some examples are discussed in this 
section. Building costs and council decisions were analysed and commented on 
frequently and at length. A few comments in letters to the editor express hope that 
particular events, such as eisteddfods, would be held at City Hall. For this study it 
was anticipated that statements about the public purpose of City Hall, how it was 
intended to be used and by whom, would assist with understanding its social 
meaning. However, there is little evidence in the sources examined, which speaks 
of the aspirational purposes of Brisbane City Hall in anything other than broad, 
sweeping statements. This suggests that perhaps the purpose of a town or city hall 
was so well understood that how the public might use the building did not require 
public discussion.  
 
However, there is much evidence to show that one clear purpose of City Hall was 
to express and communicate the status of the city.55 Although its architectural aims 
are best explained and expanded on by an architectural historian, some examples 
of how this purpose was discussed are provided here. An explanation for the 
choice of architectural style was provided in the Municipal Year Book: 
The renaissance style of architecture has been chosen for the design of the 
building, the monumental and dignified character of this style of architecture 	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53 Ibid., 46. 
54 Ibid.   
55 See Buchanan’s conservation study for how the design of City Hall furthered this aim.  
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being considered the most appropriate for a public building such has a 
Town Hall.56  
 
An article in The Queenslander deemed the building worthy of comparison with 
architectural ‘masterpieces’: 
The structure is similar to the majority of notable masterpieces of a civic 
nature, both in the Old World and America, and it has enabled the 
architects, Messrs. T.R. Hall and G.G. Prentice, of Brisbane, to design a 
magnificent ediface in the neo-classic manner possessing all those 
admirable qualities – planning, composition, symmetry, proportion, and 
refinement – to be found in all great architectural achievements.’57  
 
A lengthy ‘Building and Real Estate’ column, published in The Brisbane Courier a 
week after the opening of City Hall, is reproduced in part below. Its language is 
typical of the many columns that refer to the comparative, always favourably, 
status of City Hall; the pride in Queensland workmanship and materials; and its 
‘vivifying effects’ on the public – without reference to how the public might engage 
with the building. Commenting on an article in the Architectural and Building 
Journal of Queensland, the column noted:  
 
The City Hall may take rank as the greatest and grandest civic home in the 
Commonwealth, and it would measure well in point of looks and 
appointments with many similar buildings in the world. The City Council 
accepted several maxims when it undertook the task of building. It realised 
that the hall should serve posterity; it did not grudgingly finance it, it saw to 
its completenesss, and nothing was spoilt through the need for the 
proverbial "ha'porth of tar. The result is that the hall stands in all its dignity, 
a thorough and complete unit in the city's noblest buildings. Citizens may 
contemplate on the vivifying effects of having such a fine building in their 
midst, and one may cherish the hope that this fine illustration of the 
builders' art will cause people to think of art in the sense in which it is more 
generally spoken - in the beauties of statues and paintings. An important 
phase of the subject is that the hall has been created, erected, and finished 
by local men, excepting where circumstances made it necessary otherwise, 
and Queensland has supplied the greatest bulk of the material used. It is, 
therefore, a distinct Queensland achievement - as it deserves to be.58 
 
Buchanan notes that from the beginning City Hall had two main purposes, a place 
to conduct municipal business and a place for the people; separate entrances and 
corridors providing for the traffic associated with each function.59 He states that 
architects Hall and Prentice were charged with ‘ensuring the erection of a building 	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which will be a credit to the City and will provide a large public hall in which the city 
organ can be established and which will meet the requirements of the City Council 
in the matter of office accommodation for several years.’60 Peter Newell repeats the 
words quoted above in referring to ‘the terms of their [the architects’] 
commission.’61 Neither author provides a source for the statement. Of note is that 
the public use of the building is not addressed, beyond that a large public hall to 
house the City Organ will be provided.  
 
Fiddian noted that the ‘restrained architecture’ of town halls built in Australia in the 
early twentieth century ‘broke the traditions of towns and municipalities vieing with 
each other to build the most imposing building’.62 But this was not the case in 
Brisbane. As the last of the capitals to build a major town or city hall, it vied with the 
others, which built their town halls much earlier, and claimed victory on many 
fronts. The next section examines the language of some of the statements made 
about the ‘new town hall’ and the City Hall during each of the three stages: prior to 
construction, during construction and after opening. 
Prior to construction 
Newspaper articles often stated that Brisbane bore the ‘reproach’ of a lack of 
progress, either in keeping with the dignity and worthiness of the city, or in 
comparison to other cities, or both. Three specific examples of the use of the word 
in respect to the town hall are discussed in this thesis. Reproach was equated with 
disgrace and ‘felt’ over the lack of progress towards the laying of a foundation 
stone, lack of public clocks, and the lack of chimes in the city.63  Although the 
sources of the reproaches are not stated, it likely they were ’felt’ or imagined in 
comparison to other Australian capitals. The solution to reproach was thought to lie 
in the city’s appearance and its buildings, specifically the provision of a ‘new town 
hall’. As early as 1910, an editorial observed that progress on the issue of the new 
town hall, signified the intention of the ‘Rip Van Winkles’ in ‘control of the city’ to 
bring Brisbane ‘into line with other world-cities in providing for municipal 
requirements in the form of architecture.’64 Ten years later the souvenir booklet for 
the visit of the Prince of Wales noted, ‘the rapidly expanding City of Brisbane 	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required a municipal head quarters and a Town Hall for the gathering together of 
its citizens, more consonant with its importance than the structure now so 
inadequately serving that purpose.’65  
During construction 
Many articles and letters published during the construction period refer to the 
Albert Street site in earlier times. Photographic evidence shows that the site of the 
‘new town hall’ and adjoining Albert Square were meeting places in the decade 
before City Hall was built. Some meetings held there included those concerned 
with the General Strike in 1912; a 1915 recruiting meeting; the official welcome to 
the Dungarees in 1915; and the War Anniversary meeting in 1916.66 The waterhole 
on the site was a popular topic. Articles and letters reveal that the debate about 
competing sites would die hard. In one article, former mayor and Fortitude Valley 
alderman John McMaster reminisced about the ‘swamp’. He stated, ‘so jealousy is 
costing the Brisbane people thousands of pounds’ in response to the cost of the 
foundations.67 McMaster’s preference was for the ‘new town hall’ to be built on a 
site in the Valley known as Duncan’s Hill. 
 
In 1925 it was noted that ‘the want of a central hall for public gatherings of every 
description had been keenly felt, and measures for a suitable building in keeping 
with the dignity of the City had made progress more than a quarter of a century 
ago’ and that when completed the building would be ‘without peer in Australia, or 
even the Southern Hemisphere.’68 When the Queen Street town hall, described as 
having been ‘a municipal social centre for the whole city,’ ceased to be used, it was 
hoped with the ‘magnificent new City Hall,’ that ‘Brisbane will have a civic and 
social centre worthy of a city is size.’69 A report on the council moving to the new 
premises declared work was ‘spurred on by the hope of the new era in the 
magnificent city hall, with all its attractions of better accommodation and almost 
every conceivable facility and dignified importance.’70 With construction well 
underway Brisbane was declared to be ‘in an enviable position, possessing one of 	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
65 Brisbane Council, Qld., Souvenir of the Visit of H.R.H. The Prince of Wales and the  
    Laying of the Foundation Stone of the New Town Hall: Also a Short History of the Rise  
    and Development of the City (Brisbane: Simpson, Halligan, 1921), 18. 66	  Photographs of these meetings were found via Picture Australia/Trove, National Library  
   of Australia.	   67	  “A Peep Into the Past,” Brisbane Courier, December 29, 1923,  8. 
68 F.J. Brewer and R. Dunn, Sixty-six Years of Municipal Government (Brisbane: [s.n.],  
   1925), 115. 
69 “The Old Town Hall,” Brisbane Courier, December 8, 1927, 11. 
70 “Breaking Up,” Brisbane Courier, December 24, 1927, 17. 
	  	   35	  
the finest city halls in the Empire,’ to become the ‘centre of our city’s life.’71 Many 
comparisons, always favourable, were noted in newspaper reports. In 1927 a 
reception for Prime Minister Bruce was the first to be held in City Hall. Bruce 
congratulated the citizens of Brisbane ‘on the breadth of vision that prompted them 
to build the finest Town Hall in Australia.’72   
 
Mayor Jolly made many statements about the comparative status of City Hall and 
in a few speeches alluded to its purposes. During the construction phrase he 
claimed City Hall was ‘one of the finest and most majestic public buildings in 
Australia’ and its style and features ‘monumental’, ‘impressive’, ‘handsome and 
dignified.’73 On the occasion of the council’s first meeting in City Hall, Jolly stated: 
‘This building, when complete will not only be one of the features of our city, but will 
be the outstanding structure in the Commonwealth.’74  
 
Roth refers to the strong association between the choice of the classical style for 
public buildings and the ‘role of public buildings in elevating public virtue.’75 There 
is much evidence to show that those in power at City Hall saw it as part of their 
mission to promote the social welfare of Brisbane residents. Mayor and Mayoress 
Jolly did much to further the charitable, philanthropic and social welfare work of 
many organisations, with City Hall providing the venue for many events and 
meetings. At two occasions prior to the official opening of City Hall, Jolly spoke 
about his aspirations for welfare work. The first was the first social gathering held 
at City Hall for invited guests of the Mayoress at which the Mayor spoke of the 
charitable duties of the council. The report of the ‘historic occasion’ noted: 
 
As they had had an opportunity of observing, various facilities were being 
provided for the organisations concerning themselves with philanthropic 
and social welfare to meet in the building, and he hoped that the City Hall 
would the home of such activities. The council regarded it as a duty to 
provide such facilities, and also to provide accommodation where women 
and children could rest when in the city. Brisbane had been known as the 
city without a Town Hall, but he felt confident that on completion of this 
magnificent edifice it would be known as the city with the Town Hall. It 
would be such a building as citizens would be justifiably proud of.76   
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The second occasion was a reception given by the Lady Mayoress at City Hall in 
1929 to acknowledge the philanthropic work done in the city attended by nearly 
forty presidents of various women's organisations. Mayor Jolly stated that the 
‘charitable and good impulses of the community’ represented by these bodies 
concerned, 
the relieving of distress and poverty; the caring for the sick and suffering; 
child welfare in caring for helpless children and the providing of homes for 
boys and girls who otherwise would be neglected and not have an 
opportunity in life; the caring for the old and infirm; brightening the lot of 
those in the lonely parts of the country; promoting and inspiring higher 
ideals of life and living in the hearts of the people, thus developing a better 
type of manhood and womanhood.77      
 
When he opened the Brisbane City Fair, organized by the Salvation Army and held 
in Albert Hall, Jolly referred to the fair’s souvenir badge which featured a picture of 
the City Hall. It was reported, ‘the Mayor explained that just as they were building 
that magnificent hall were they [sic] building also the city of Brisbane, and to have a 
city built on firm, sound lines, worthy of the State and Empire, it was essential to 
have in it men and women with character.’78 A report on the Mayor’s lunchtime 
lecture to members of the Queensland Masonic Club, at which he was presented 
with a painting of the new City Hall by Vida Lahey, it was noted that he hoped to 
have ’a place set apart for historic pictures of the city.’79   
 
As discussed earlier, providing a home for the City Organ, under the control of the 
City Organist Mr. Sampson, was a clearly expressed purpose of the City Hall. A 
frequent boast was that the organ was the finest one in the Southern Hemisphere 
and that it would be housed in the finest building in the Commonwealth did not go 
unobserved. The Municipal Year Book noted:  
 
When the new Town Hall is opened it may be assumed that a new era of 
musical activity will be inaugurated. The placing of the finest organ in the 
Southern Hemisphere in the heart of the City will draw around it ever 
increasing audiences.80   
 
“Henricus”, The Queenslander’s music columnist, referring to comments made by 
the Mayor about the edifying effects of the City Hall, gave an opinion about the 
impact of the organ ‘in the life of the lowly’:    
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The Mayor made an excellent point when he mentioned the effect which the 
elegant and gracious environment of the new chamber is likely to have 
upon them all. Worthy surroundings, expressed in quiet artistry, should 
always have an inspiring influence upon men of imagination and good 
purposes. But we look to the beautiful new organ itself to provide that 
something which will insinuate itself into the hearts and souls of the people, 
and cause a lift in civic life. May the city’s organist’s (Mr. Sampson) reign be 
lengthened for many fruitful years to come. It would be a glorious 
consummation of that for which he has so long endeavoured at the 
Exhibition Hall – to cultivate beauty in the life of the lowly. It is a recognised 
fact that in all centres happily circumstanced as Brisbane will be the people 
live a nobler life, and far away removed from the sordid and earthy.81   
 
Another newspaper report just prior to the opening noted the convenience of the 
new town hall site for a public meeting place: 
 
The opening of the concert hall will give Brisbane a civic centre for 
gatherings of all descriptions. The lack of this has been greatly felt on many 
important occasions. The hall provides a place of assembly which will 
adequately meet the requirements of the city. Formerly the Exhibition hall 
served a useful purpose as a meeting place for citizens, but the new hall is 
more conveniently located, as it fronts Albert-square, which will be used for 
outdoor gathering. It is not surprising, therefore, that already many 
engagements of the hall have been made.82  
 
 
Two letters to the editor of the Brisbane Courier, present two residents’ views that 
question the purpose of the City Hall. One begins by asking ‘What does the City 
Hall denote?’ and the other, ‘To what is the greater Brisbane Council tending?’ 
Both correspondents view the City Hall as a lavish building that will be an 
economic burden on most ratepayers, particularly the less affluent and a 
monument for councillors wishing to leave their mark on the city: 
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Source: Above – Brisbane Courier, October 30, 1928, 25. 
Right – Brisbane Courier, March 21, 1929, 3. 
 
 
Other letters, such as one from ‘Progress,’ highlighted confusion over the name of 
the building and stated that the council is called the City Council but many people 
refer to the ‘town hall’ and used the analogies of a child becoming an adult and a 
seed maturing into a plant to argue that Brisbane has become a city and should 
therefore have a ‘City Hall.’83  
After the opening 
At City Hall’s ceremony, William Forgan Smith, leader of the State Opposition, was 
quoted as saying, ‘the people of Brisbane would regard their City Hall as a centre 
where effort would be extended in various directions to enable the people to build 
up here, in the Southern Hemisphere, a great place and a great people.’84 ‘Fileuse,’ 
a ‘Women’s Realm columnist in The Queenslander also expressed a view about 
the uplifting, higher purpose of City Hall, a building that signified the city’s maturity: 
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our city has grown up…and in concluding evidence of it we now have a City 
Hall of which not only Brisbane, but all Australia, can be proud…The 
making of a centre for the civic life of many generations is an affair of the 
utmost importance…Our City Hall should be to us not only a convenient 
setting for pleasure and a centre of civic government, but undoubtedly it 
should move us to care for things that are great and beautiful, and should 
be symbol of high endeavor.’85 
 
Lord Mayor Jolly frequently expressed his view that a city’s public buildings 
elevated the character of its citizens. At the unveiling of the tympanum he is 
reported as saying ‘the value of the Town Hall was not to be measured by its 
accommodation, but its architectural beauty would stand as an inspiration to the 
rising generation.’86 
 
The text of the souvenir booklet published by Council to commemorate the Duke of 
Gloucester’s visit to Brisbane in 1934, contained a range of superlatives commonly 
used to describe the City Hall, among which is mention of its price tag: 
‘unsurpassed in the Commonwealth’, ‘civic headquarters unrivalled throughout 
Australia’, ‘Brisbane’s citizens are justifiably proud of this ‘million pound’ building’, 
‘beauty of the entrance hall’, ‘magnificent marble columns’, ‘artistically plaqued 
roof’, ‘splendour of the great concert hall’, and ‘few Australian capitals provide an 
opportunity of enjoying a panorama from a tower nearly 300 feet in height in the 
heart of the city.’ In 1938 journalist Burnett Netterfield described the ‘new Town 
Hall’ as a ‘triumph of architecture...its 283ft. tower, tipped by a glowing electric 
beacon, like an upraised finger, points the direction in which all builders must 
aspire.’87  
 
Newspaper articles took many opportunities to provide evidence of favourable 
comparisons between City Hall and public buildings in other Australian cities. The 
tower was stated to be the highest in the Commonwealth88 and direct comparisons 
were made between it and the tower of the Sydney General Post Office:   
 
	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
85 “The City Hall,” Queenslander, April 17, 1930, 48. 
86 “Coping-stone,” Brisbane Courier, December 18, 1930, 10. 
87 “A Majestic City is Taking Shape,” Courier-Mail, November 14, 1938, 2.  
88 “287ft . Tower,” Brisbane Courier, April 3, 1930, 16. 
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  89 
 
 
Many complimentary statements were sought from and offered by visitors to the 
city, with their ‘credentials’ cited to add weight and influence to their opinion. Mr. 
A.A. Simpson, a former mayor of Adelaide, who ‘knew something of town halls,’ 
described City Hall as the equal of the Vienna Town Hall, though smaller, and 
‘undoubtably the finest town hall in Australia.’90 When the British Economic 
Mission, considered ‘very keen observers of men and things’, visited Brisbane in 
1928, its leader Sir Arthur Duckham ‘after but one busy day’ was impressed by the 
very fine lay-out of the City Hall.91 The Sydney Town Clerk was reported as saying 
‘I am eaten up with envy’ after his inspection of City Hall en route to a holiday in 
Java.92  Archbishop Downey, the Catholic Archbishop of Liverpool, gave ‘pride of 
place’ to City Hall of all those he had spoken in. He wrote:   
It is a noble structure, built on modern lines, equipped with well-lit, roomy 
offices, and it commands a view from its summit which rivals that from the 
top of the Woolworth Tower in New York.’93 	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
89 “Beats Sydney Clock,” Sunday Mail, November 26, 1933, 7. 
90 “Brisbane City Hall,” Courier-Mail, April 17, 1930 22.  
91 “Fine Lay-out,” Brisbane Courier, October 19, 1928, 18.  
92 “Sydney Town Clerk’s Visit,” Brisbane Courier, May 10, 1929, 14. 
93 “Looking Back at Australia,” Courier-Mail, March 2, 1935, 12. 
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Sources for investigating the social meaning of Brisbane City 
Hall 
Information about City Hall is scattered throughout a disparate collection of 
publications with a paragraph here and a page or two there, repeated from 
publication to publication, with the sources of many claims not cited. In the 
absence of scholarly attention given to the social and cultural roles of City Hall, 
material from an ensemble of sources has been consulted for evidence to be 
gathered and pieced together to consider its social meaning.  
Secondary sources 	  
Histories of the Brisbane Council and Brisbane City Council by Greenwood and 
Laverty (1959)94, Cole (1984)95 and Laverty (2009)96 have focussed on the political 
and economic affairs of the Brisbane City Council with brief reference to City Hall. 
Each provides valuable insight into the political debates that surrounded its 
planning and construction. Laverty’s ‘Civic Temple or Tower of Babel: A History of 
Brisbane’s City Hall’ further discusses political and economic factors as they relate 
specifically to the building.97 Buchanan’s conservation study provides both 
historical background to the building to City Hall and the changing uses of its 
spaces, as referred to earlier. A few works refer briefly to the architecture of the 
building and often ascribe meaning to the building. For example, the entry for City 
Hall in Buildings of Queensland, states: 
 
The last building of civic consequence in Brisbane before the War was 
undoubtedly the Brisbane City Hall. Most criticize the labyrinthine planning 
and the formal axis calling for a vista impossible to realize but few 
challenge this building’s claim to be the only city hall in Australia conceived 
in scale with a capital city and in sympathy with a proud population.98 
 
 Very little secondary source material addresses other aspects City Hall, such as 
its use and significance to the city, in depth or at length. Secondary sources that 	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
94 Gordon Greenwood and John Laverty, Brisbane 1859-1959: A History of Local  
   Government (Brisbane: Oswald L. Ziegler for The Council of the City of Brisbane, 1959). 
95 John R. Cole, Shaping a City: Greater Brisbane 1925-1985 (Brisbane: William Brooks,  
    1984). 
96 John R. Laverty and Brisbane History Group, The Making of a Metropolis: Brisbane 
   1823-1925 (Kelvin Grove, Qld.: Brisbane History Group, 2009). 
97 John Laverty, “Civic Temple or Tower of Babel: A History of Brisbane’s City Hall,”  
    in Brisbane: Corridors of Power, ed. Barry Shaw and Brisbane History Group, 15-   
    33. (Kelvin Grove, Qld.: Brisbane History Group, 1997). 
98 Royal Australian Institute of Architects, Queensland Chapter. Buildings of Queensland  
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make mention of City Hall do so in a page or a paragraph and invariably cover the 
same topics – the debate over its site, its design, its cost and the Council 
administrations which inhabited it. Its social history has not been written in the way 
the social history of the Sydney Town Hall has been.99 The Museum of Brisbane 
exhibition, ‘A place for the people: City Hall celebrating 75 years,’ featured selected 
topics from the architectural and social history of the building. An oral history 
featuring stories about working at City Hall100, and short pieces in collections, such 
as stories about Brisbane during World War Two,101 capture some specific aspects 
of the social meaning of City Hall. 
 
Expressions of the cultural heritage significance of Brisbane City Hall addressed by 
the Queensland Heritage Register, and the local and national registers that link to it 
or harvest information from it, do little to enlighten an enquirer into the social 
meaning of the building. Criterion G in the Queensland Heritage Register states 
‘the place has a strong or special association with a particular community or 
cultural group for social, cultural or spiritual reasons’. The entry for City Hall under 
this criterion states: Brisbane City Hall with its clock tower and King George Square 
as its forecourt create a landmark in Brisbane. The same statement is also 
provided for its aesthetic significance (Criterion E).102 Johnston and later Canning 
and Spennemann, hold that cultural heritage assessment methods in Australia do 
not accurately define or address the social value and social meaning of a place.103 
Primary Sources 
 
Johnston notes that ‘one of the major sources of meaning will be historical events 
associated with a place,’104 as is the case for City Hall. However, there is more to 
its place in a life lived in Brisbane than frequently cited historical events - visits by a 
pope, a queen and The Rolling Stones. Who uses a building and for what purposes 	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
99 Beasley, Sydney Town Hall: A Social History. 
100 Kerry O’Rourke and Brisbane City Council Community Arts Unit, How It Is: Talking  
    About City Hall: An Oral History (Brisbane, Qld.: Brisbane City Council, 1989). 
101 Josephine Brown and University of the Third Age, Jitterbugging at City Hall: And Other  
    Surprising Stories of Being Young During World War II (Brisbane: U3A Brisbane Inc,  
    2011). 
102 Appendix 6 lists all statements of significance of City Hall in local, state and national  
     heritage registers.  
103 Johnston, What is Social Value?, 4; Canning, Shaun, and Dirk Spennemann,  
     "Contested Space: Social Value and the Assessment of Cultural Significance in New  
     South Wales, Australia," in Heritage Landscapes: Understanding Place and  
     Communities, ed. Maria Cotter, William E. Boyd and Jane Gardiner (Lismore, N.S.W.:  
     Southern Cross University Press, 2001), 458. 
104 Johnston, What is Social Value?, 16.	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also relates to its everyday life; but the everyday life of a building is not always 
documented or, if documented, saved. Monteyne asserts, ‘historical evidence of 
public reception can be difficult to trace in any field of study, let alone in 
architecture where objects are experienced in everyday life, often without 
reflection.’105 Harris found that a ‘building’s prehistory is often better documented 
than its life after opening,106 because ‘there is no obvious guardian of the building 
record.’107 Taking a broader view Alexander made two observations, ‘most history 
is lost as it occurs’ and ‘culture is constantly forgetting.’108 Gaps in the 
documentation of events and activities held in City Hall have occurred. The 
unintentional loss of source material, such as booking sheets, occurs when record-
keeping or archival practices overlook the importance of seemingly ephemeral 
material. 
 
In the absence of official records for how City Hall was used, by whom and for what 
purposes, quotidian source material, such as newspapers, provides an avenue for 
exploration. Newspapers give insight into the issues and concerns of their editors, 
columnists and readers, but they are not disinterested purveyors of the news. 
Many political, social and economic factors influence the topics and opinions 
selected and published. Vella asserts that ‘newspapers are not then neutral 
conduits of information, but gatekeepers and filterers of ideas.’109  
 
Brisbane newspapers frequently recorded incorrect dates and names and omitted 
factual information. They differed in their selection of news items, the placement of 
items and the filters applied to them. The Worker, for example, reported items 
through the filter of labour politics, often engaging in debate with The Brisbane 
Courier and The Daily Mail. Queensland Figaro’s focus tended to be on items of 
light news value, entertainment and social vents. The Queenslander, published 
weekly by The Brisbane Courier, featured items with visual content. Most of the 
texts referred to in this thesis were sourced from The Brisbane Courier. Its 
coverage of issues provided conservative commentary for its readers, presenting 
itself as the voice of common sense and reason. On the town hall issue, it 	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
105 David Monteyne, "Boston City Hall and a History of Reception," 46. 
106 Neil Harris, Building Lives: Constructing Rites and Passages, (New Haven, Conn.: Yale     
     University Press, 1999), 61.  
107 Ibid. 
108 Ben Alexander, "Excluding Archival Silences: Oral History and Historical Absence,"  
     Archival Science 6, no. 1 (2006): 11. 109	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frequently took issue with successive councils over delays, cost estimates and 
over-expenditure, sheeting the blame for lacklustre councils on the apathetic 
attitudes of voters who failed to give serious consideration to issues and failed to 
make their councillors accountable. Yet its engagement in the grandiose rhetorical 
conversation about City Hall, particularly on the completion of its construction, was 
second to none.     
 
Much local comment was made in newspaper columns and letters to the editor 
about the many debates surrounding City Hall from the protracted discussions over 
two or three decades that eventually led to decisions about sites, foundation stones 
and commencement of work, to delays, debates over costs and details such as the 
tower, the clock, its chimes, roofing materials and many others. How widespread 
the viewpoints expressed were, particularly the ‘vox populi’ contributions in letters 
to the editor, is difficult to discern. These singular voices are generally not recorded 
in archives and histories. At first glance they may seem to be fleeting and 
insignificant. However, in relation to the public’s reception of City Hall, these voices 
reveal opinions that have been largely unaddressed.  
 
It is difficult to fully discern the tone of satirical poems published in newspapers 
addressing the issues of the ‘new town hall’, which were mostly published under 
pen names. That so many were published in the period from 1908 to 1933 in 
Saturday columns is significant. It suggests that it may have been a tradition for 
Saturday columnists to satirise the council and its actions or an end-of-week 
entertainment for readers or both. The more veiled references to events and 
people are also difficult to discern at this distance.    
 
Accessing newspapers via the National Library of Australia’s Australian 
Newspapers Digitisation Program has created a rich source of material for 
research. Compared with searching on microfilm, digitised newspapers are 
searched easily using keywords, with or without some basic limiters. However not 
all Brisbane newspapers published during the time under consideration have been 
digitised. Most of the sources consulted have come from The Brisbane Courier, 
The Queenslander, The Worker and Queensland Figaro; with some from the 
recently digitised The Sunday Mail. Few are from The Daily Mail, which has not 
been digitised. Sources must be selected and read and it is necessary to evaluate 
whether a large volume of material for some topics is evidence that those topics 
were of more concern to readers than those topics with a smaller volume of 
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material. Examining the number and frequency of the articles and newspaper 
circulation figures provides some indication; although the latter is not always 
available as highlighted by Vella.110  
 
The digital landscape is a changing one, with additional newspapers and editions 
added regularly, about which McQueen comments, ‘you should have been here 
tomorrow.’111 The digitisation of newspapers provides both ‘opportunities and 
challenges.’112 It saves time searching. Other efficiencies include the capacity to 
evaluate characteristics such as the use of phrases such as ‘new town hall’ and the 
preference of ‘town hall’ over ‘city hall’ over time. When researching how an event 
such as the official opening of City Hall was reported, searching a number of 
papers almost simultaneously is more efficient using a number of tabs, compared 
to the loading and unloading of reels of microfilm.  
 
Wider reading of the newspapers found is imperative. Another researcher may use 
a similar set of search terms and make markedly different observations about the 
content found. McQueen expressed concern that digitised searches will fail to 
reveal broader contexts and the use of colour on newspaper pages.113 Bingham’s 
concern is that ‘the visual content – photographs, cartoons and sketches – is in 
particular danger of being lost with a reliance on keyword searching, and this is 
especially problematic for twentieth-century newspapers and publications where 
the visual content has such an impact.’114 These concerns can be addressed, in 
part, by combining keyword searching with techniques used to search microfilm 
such as combining the scanning of whole issues to gain a broad context with 
focusing on particular dates when announcements were made, foundation stones 
were laid or buildings were opened. Lack of colour in digitised newspaper pages is 
problematic and it may not be immediately evident, but where suspected it can be 
followed up with searches of hard copy issues where they exist (see Item 20, 
Appendix 1).     
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Conclusion 
This chapter began by briefly outlining how the social history of town and city halls 
has been approached in specific studies. It presented many examples of grandiose 
statements made about Brisbane City Hall, in each of the three phases studied, 
that make reference to its use or purpose including some of the many statements 
that provide evidence that one of its primary purposes was to make a statement 
about the city. It concluded by discussing the primary and secondary sources used 
in this study. Whilst researching this topic it seemed that almost everyone who had 
an opinion about City Hall, during the three phases discussed, was willing to share 
it in one way or another. However, the social meaning of City Hall - the way in 
which people have used and valued it – must be gleaned from a disparate array of 
extant sources that frequently address a myriad of other subjects and even 
between the lines of those sources. 
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Chapter 3          Laying the Foundation Stone(s) 
 
  115 
Introduction 
This chapter discusses one of the many controversies alluded to above – the 
laying of a foundation stone. The period discussed is 1908 to 1920, during which 
one foundation stone was almost laid in 1909, and two were actually laid, the first 
in 1917 and the second in 1920. Characterised by debates about the need for and 
costs of a new town hall and competing sites on which to build it, a separate 
volume is required to cover the civic politicking during this period alone.116 The 
subject of a new town hall had been discussed for at least a decade prior to this 
period, but the years 1908 and 1909 were described as the time the project was 
brought ‘to the surface in an extreme form.’117 Although the period ends a decade 
prior to the opening of City Hall and the beginning of its use by the public, it is 
included in this study of social meaning because it provides important background 
to many of the debates that would continue until well after City Hall’s official 
opening, and insight into how the idea of a new town hall was received by 
residents. Their attitudes and opinions, as well those of editors and columnists, 
provide evidence of the local conversation about the project, as represented in 
newspaper coverage.  
 
Ryan’s view that ‘public attitudes towards civic buildings were fickle as well as 
diverse,’118 is certainly applicable to the Brisbane public. Opinions were expressed 
about a wide range of issues as debates waxed and waned in intensity during this 
period. Recurrent themes in the debates addressed the speed of council decision-
making, costs, the preferred site and the status, dignity and worthiness of the city. 
Foundation stones recur as reference points cited by councillors, the press and the 	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
115 “The City Hall  A Vision of Years Becomes a Reality,” Brisbane Courier, April 3, 1930, 6. 
116 The political background to debates concerning a new town hall during this period is well  
     covered by John Laverty in “Civic Temple or Tower of Babel: A History of Brisbane’s  
     City Hall,” in Brisbane: Corridors of Power, ed. Barry Shaw and Brisbane History Group.  
     (Kelvin Grove, Qld.: Brisbane History Group, 1997). 
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public in their expressions of frustration and impatience over delays in the building 
of a new town hall. The laying of a foundation stone for a town hall is a public, 
ceremonial occasion that signifies the values of the community, provides a 
measure of the progress of the town and ‘the promise of the structure itself.’119 It is 
the citizens’ introduction to ‘a coming attraction’ and ‘a communal time clock’ for 
measuring a building’s progress.120 An early attempt to lay a stone, the long wait 
for the laying of the first stone, the laying of a second stone and the lack of building 
progress after each stone was laid, attracted much critical attention in the press. In 
the view of many citizens, the ‘communal time clock’ had been ticking for far too 
long without progress.   
 
An attempt to lay a foundation stone in 1909, Queensland’s Jubilee year, failed. 
City Hall’s first foundation stone was laid in February 1917, by the Governor of 
Queensland, Sir Hamilton Goold-Adams; its second in July 1920, by the Prince of 
Wales. Each stone heralded a period of optimistic anticipation after lengthy 
debates and delays. Newspaper reports, comments by columnists and letters to 
the editor in the periods leading up to each stone-laying ceremony reveal much 
information about the values that were important to many; such as the enhanced 
‘worthiness’ and ‘dignity’ a new town hall would provide for the city. An editorial 
published prior to the 1909 attempt refers to the meaning of the stone and shows 
concern over the comparative status of the city: 
The foundation stone of the new Town Hall, which also represents more 
efficient government in municipal affairs will be laid before the close of 
Queensland’s Jubilee year – thus removing one of the many reproaches 
which disgrace the capital of the State in being so far behind the cities of 
old and new lands.121  
 
Each stone quickly became a reference point for the expression of frustration over 
the lack of building progress. Commonly referred to as ‘the town hall question’ and 
the ‘foundation stones jest’, discontent and frustration were manifested in a variety 
of ways.122  
Laying the first stone 
Greenwood and Laverty hold that by 1880, Brisbane’s first permanent town hall in 
Queen Street was viewed as ‘inconvenient, inadequate, and unworthy of the city’, 	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but in the matter of the choice of a site for a new town hall, ‘acrimonious 
controversy continued until the new City Hall was completed’ in 1930.123 Once the 
need for a new town hall had been established (although ‘need’ would also 
continue to be questioned by the public long after City Hall opened), protracted 
deliberations in council took place over the site and timing of the laying of a 
foundation stone to signify the commencement of the project. Press comment and 
letters to the editor urged that the Duke of York lay the stone during his visit to 
Brisbane in 1901. One letter highlighted the importance of the Duke’s involvement 
by noting, ‘such a function would have a world-wide publicity, and tend to keep 
Queensland in the forefront of all the States.’124 That Queensland was in the 
forefront of the States, but also the Commonwealth and even the World, were 
recurrent themes of the rhetoric about City Hall.  
 
One source referred to the beginning of the ‘town hall project’ as 1877, when the 
Albert Street site was purchased.125 The phrase ‘town hall question’ was first used 
in 1908;126 the year the issue began to attract more attention from journalists, 
columnists and citizens in local newspapers. What is more difficult to discern, with 
accuracy, is the extent of support amongst Brisbane residents for the various 
sentiments expressed. The voices of individual residents and columnists reveal 
particular attitudes and opinions that newspaper editors chose to publish, but the 
extent to which other residents agreed, disagreed or even cared about ‘the town 
hall question’ cannot be known at this distance. One clue from May 1920, towards 
the end of the period examined in this chapter, appears in an editorial stating that 
civic activities, ‘enlist only a languid interest’ and that ‘the most obvious feature in 
municipal life in Brisbane is its stagnation, and the complete indifference of the 
general public, excepting when the annual rate is being struck.’127 However, the 
excerpts discussed below show that many columnists addressed the ‘town hall 
question’ and many citizens actively provided their opinions or at least enjoyed the 
entertainment the issue provided.   
The town hall jest 
The following excerpts range in tone from light-hearted lampooning, suggesting the 
issue was one of mere amusement, even farcical, to quite angry statements, 	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suggesting the issue was a very serious concern. The excerpts reveal the 
language used to express opinions in the local conversation about the town hall 
question and provide evidence to identify how the major concerns were discussed 
and presented in The Brisbane Courier, the newspaper from which most people 
got their information about the town hall.  
 
The inclusion of topical references in public performances is a common technique 
used to appeal to audiences. Early in the period under discussion, the expression, 
‘the new town hall’, appears in a play, a circus and several songs. It is likely that 
there were many more instances. In August 1908, an entertainment column 
reviewed the children’s play Bluebell in Fairyland, performed at His Majesty’s 
Theatre, and reported that it included the following lines:  
“Have I been asleep?” he asks.  
“Yes, your Majesty,” replies Bluebell, “You have been asleep for 300 years.”  
“Three hundred years,” groans the old fellow; “Have they built the new 
Town Hall yet?”128  
 
The review noted, ‘the theatre shook with applause and laughter at his singularly 
apt and pointed words.’129 Similar topical remarks made at a circus performance 
held at the Y.M.C.A. were reported under the headline, ‘The Town Hall Question’. 
The reviewer indicates the responses of the audience, and provides a final 
comment about how the matter is viewed by the public: 
Looking round on the numerous audience in the large and well equipped 
gymnasium of the institution, he [the ring-master] said, they had intended 
holding the entertainment in the Town Hall, but for obvious reasons they 
could not. (Laughter.) There was no Town Hall, and they were afraid if they 
waited for one to be built their young members would be old and decrepit, 
and their older members would be in Dunwich. (Laughter and applause.) If, 
as might be suggested, he continued, there was a lack of timber, well, he 
thought the aldermen might just put their heads together – and there would 
be more than sufficient. (Laughter.) It is not often a circus ring-master, 
amateur or professional, so adroitly expresses public sentiment upon an 
important matter.130 
 
In a letter to the editor, ‘Bay Ash’ exclaimed, ‘fancy building a dream in stone to be 
the abode of an incubus like the Brisbane Town Council!’ and supported the call for 
a new town hall, but also called for a new council to go in it.131 ‘Bay Ash’ described 
the Queen Street town hall as ‘a disgrace to the city...fifty years out of date, and 	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  128	  “Bluebell in Fairyland,” Brisbane Courier, August 3, 1908, 2.	  
129 Ibid. 
130 “The Town Hall Question,” Brisbane Courier, November 18, 1908, 4. See Appendix 1 for  
     more information about selected columnists and the full-text of all poems.  
131 “Good Enough for Them,” Brisbane Courier, August 8, 1908, 5. 
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ugly, and dirty, and narrow’, but added it was ‘fairly appropriate headquarters for 
the aldermanic owls and bats whom the ratepayers have kept so long in office.’132 
The following month the images of owls and bats appear in the poem The 
Reactionary Aldermen, by “Elwyn”, author of the ‘Shreds and Patches’ column. The 
‘reactionary aldermen’ are those who obstruct the building of a town hall ‘worthy of 
the city, and as approved by ratepayers,’133 with their arguments for the Valley site: 
We come from haunts of bats and owls, 
    We make a sudden rally; 
To prove to men we are awake 
    We bicker for the Valley. 
                (lines 1-4) 
 
Three more poems by “Elwyn” comment on the obstructionist tactics of the Valley 
aldermen, the endless talk and the stagnation of decision making in ‘an antique 
Council room’:  
 
The Aldermanic Sleepers (1908): 
 
And now they want a big Town Hall, 
   Fit for a modern city; 
From what we know of Brisbane old 
   This would be of great pity.  
 
Oh, let us sleep with in the scrub; 
    Let no man wake us ever; 
For years may come and years may go, 
    Let us sleep on for ever!134 
                                              (lines 45-52) 
 
The Rime of the Auncient Councillere 
(1908): 
 
“Begonne, thou silly councillere, 
    To the feaste I must awaye!” 
The councillere seized him by the coatte 
    And forced him there to staye, 
Begging in gentlemanly style 
    For a twenty years’ delay.135                                                                          
                                              (lines 29-34) 
 
Town Hall Twaddle (1909): 
 
In Brisbane city pests abound, 
Vile smoking and hard drinking; 
One hears the loafer’s filthy oaths 
And smells the sewers stinking;  
But there’s an antique Council room,  
The haunt of fiddle-faddle,                              
A place that through the months and 
years 
Is damned by Town Hall twaddle. 
       (lines 1-8) 	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133 “Shreds and Patches By “Elwyn”,” Brisbane Courier, September 26, 1908, 13. 
134 “Shreds and Patches By “Elwyn”,” Brisbane Courier, August 29, 1908, 14. 
135 “Shreds and Patches By “Elwyn”,” Brisbane Courier, October 17, 1908,16.	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The aldermen may come and go, 
The talk goes on for ever; 
The old Town Hall shall stand for aye; 
A new one shall be never. 
Their epitaph will written be 
When long they cease to straddle: 
“The Spartan aldermen lie here 
Who died from Town Hall twaddle!”136  
                (lines 41-48) 
 
“Elwyn’s” frustrated tone can be contrasted with two light-hearted jests that kept 
the issue in the pages of The Brisbane Courier. Both articles entitled ‘Where is the 
Town Hall? reported on people not knowing its location. One was the postman who 
failed to find the building to deliver an invitation from the mayor.137 The second was 
a short quip:   
 In the City Summons Court yesterday counsel had occasion to ask a  
female witness if a certain, occurrence had taken place near the Town Hall. 
"Well, I don't know," was the reply, "where is the Town Hall?" The court 
immediately saw the joke, and smiled broadly.’138  
 
The question was asked again in 1912, when a suitable hall could not be found for 
a ball to be hosted by the Governor-General and Lady Denman. “Vesta,” author of 
the ‘Our Four O’Clock’ column, requested ‘our social, municipal, and business 
celebrities to read, mark, learn, and inwardly digest’ the loss of the function and 
asked: ‘Where is the promised Town Hall?’139 
 
Although the frustration over the lack of progress towards a new town hall had 
been present for some time, ‘a quarter of a century’ was frequently cited as the 
length of the wait, no matter the year. In October 1909, frustration over delays 
‘holding back the city’, and the lack of a foundation stone led to Brisbane being 
likened to a character in a play, ‘for upwards of a quarter of a century Brisbane has 
in this respect been like the girl in “Mamma’s New Husband” [sic], who was 
compelled to wear infant’s frocks at an age when she was more entitled to trained 
skirts.’140 Whilst a poem written in 1917, probably with much poetic license, 	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137 “Where is the Town Hall?,” Brisbane Courier, June 24, 1909, 4. 
138 “Where is the Town Hall?,” Brisbane Courier, November 6, 1909, 4. 
139 “Our Four O’Clock,” Brisbane Courier, August 7, 1914, 14S. 
140 “Brisbane Town Hall,” Brisbane Courier, October 15, 1909, 5. Many readers were  
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suggested there had been ‘fifty years or more’ of deliberations.141 In 1930, at the 
opening of the City Hall, Lord Mayor Jolly claimed it was over a quarter of a century 
since a new town hall was suggested.142 
 
The delaying tactics of the ‘obstructionist aldermen’ included non-attendance at 
council meetings so that a quorum could not be attained. The town hall question 
could not be discussed and all other council business was affected. An editorial 
described the aldermen as ‘opportunists…chattering outside [the Council room] like 
Dead Sea apes’ and ‘guilty of buffoonery which could not command a decent wage 
in a Christmas pantomime specially arranged for the amusement of very young 
children.’143 “Elwyn” commented on the actions of the obstructive group in To 
Certain Aldermen (1909) and named McMaster, Down, Buchanan and Fleming: 
 
There’s one I see who’s labelled Jock McMaster, 
  A Scottish mate no doubt of Geordie Down; 
Beside them a Buchanan and a Fleming, 
     Whose faces frown. 
(lines 11-14) 
 
I wonder if the most persuasive tickling  
    Would coax your epidermis to a grin. 
Would ye show life if in some nether quarter 
    Were struck with a pin? 
 
Are ye dead mummies waiting resurrection, 
     But meanwhile kept in an antique museum 
To illustrate the lectures of Professors 
     From a Lyceum? 
(lines 19-26) 
 
A plug of dynamite would sure be fitting 
     To rouse ye up before the last trump’s call, 
Before some Judge demands if ye are building 
     THAT NEW TOWN HALL!144 
(lines 39-42) 
 
After delays in finding a suitable stone, Mayor Wilson, intended that a foundation 
stone would be laid by the end of 1909, the Queensland Jubilee. The editor of The 
Brisbane Courier declared that in doing so he had the support of ‘the whole 
community of Greater Brisbane – as well as of the people of Queensland, who are 
equally interested in the efficient management of local affairs in the capital of the 	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
141 See the poem A Laying “Lay” below on page 57. 
142 “Nobler Ideals,” Brisbane Courier, April 9, 1930, 15. 
143 “The Derelict Council,” Brisbane Courier, December 7, 1909, 4. 
144 “Shreds and Patches By “Elwyn”,” Brisbane Courier, October 30, 1909, 13. 
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State.’145 In December 1909, six ‘runaway aldermen’ – Down, Buchanan, Fraser, 
Doggett, Thompson and Fleming – were accused of ‘playing the fool’ by disrupting 
at least five successive Council sittings ‘to chaos’ by their non-attendance.146 The 
errant group presented Mayor Wilson with a signed letter insisting on the adoption 
of one of two alternatives: ‘To agree to postpone the laying of the foundation stone 
for the new Town Hall until after proper plans, specifications, and estimates have 
been received and adopted, and a tender for work accepted,’ or ‘That the whole of 
the members of the council resign in a body.’147 According to the report, the Mayor 
held that the aldermen objected to the laying of the stone in his term, although 
Alderman Buchanan, when mayor in the previous year, had suggested the 
foundation stone and the foundations be laid before any plans were before council 
and for the work to be carried out while the architects visited Europe to study 
innovations in the acoustics of large halls.148  
 
Following this incident, “Elwyn” published A Queensland Hogmanay on New Year’s 
Day 1910, which expressed a resolution for the new year:  
The Scottish aldermen, now gay, 
   Avowed their firm intention, 
When New Year came a fine Toon Ha’ 
   Should hae a grand foundation. 
Nae mair would they in Council brawls 
   Be guilty o' obstruction; 
Guid fellowship and kindly will 
   Would take the place o' ruction 
                                                 Since Hogmanay.149 
                                                                         (lines 64-72) 
 
Other references in this period demonstrate a growing diversity in the types of 
responses to the wait for a foundation stone. The poem, In the Distant Future 
includes the lines, ‘When the dome of the new town hall shines in the sun / I am 
going to pay what I owe’ (lines 15-16).150 A review of entertainment at the Palace 
Gardens in February 1913 refers to the ‘topical and humorous’ song, When They 
Open the New Town Hall.151 The same month The Worker, citing the length of the 
wait again as ‘a quarter of a century’, noted that three foundation stones were to be 
laid for Canberra the following month: ‘Brisbane bumbles have for about a quarter 	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of a century been talking about the laying of the foundation stone of a new Town 
Hall, and it hasn’t come off yet.’152 The Worker also quipped: ‘Now and again 
proposals are brought forward for a new Town Hall, architects are appointed to 
draw up designs, then squabbles over the site, after which all that is heard of the 
new Town Hall is the architect’s fees.’153 In the ‘Stray Reflections’ column of The 
Brisbane Courier, “Rollo”, resigned to the lack of progress, mused: 
 
Another Town Hall soars again- 
   In fancy, to the skies; 
A new Town Council leaves once more 
The Town Hall champions sad and sore.154 
 
The lack of a suitable hall was felt acutely by organizers of the Brisbane 
eisteddfod, which in 1913 was held at the Brisbane Cricket Ground. The following 
verse was attributed to ‘a correspondent’: ‘Sir, - Will you kindly ask Alderman 
George Down, of Eisteddfod fame, to write a little - only a little - for publication on 
the Town Hall question, and who is to blame?’155 Later, Alderman McGuire 
complained that Brisbane was ‘the laughing stock’ at the Local Authorities 
Conference held in 1916 because the country bodies asked, ‘Where is your Town 
Hall?’; adding that the Council was ‘the standing joke of every visitor.’156  
 
After many years of discussions about plans, costs and sites, the announcement 
that the Governor would lay a foundation stone prompted The Worker to publish 
Breaking the News (Figure 3.1) in December 1916, in response to the ‘reckless 
heading’ of an announcement in the Daily Mail. Citizens, a policeman, a bird and a 
horse are shown fainting or dropping dead in the street near Albert Square at the 
news that work on the town hall will start at once. The poster on the wall for the 
comedy farce Charley’s Aunt bears the note, ‘Highly recommended to City 
Councillors.’157   
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Figure 3.1 A cartoon announces the commencement of work on the Town 
Hall. 
Caption: New Town Hall. Work to proceed at once. Governor to lay foundation 
stone. – Reckless heading of an article in Brisbane “Daily Mail” on Thursday, 
December 21 [1916]. Source: Worker, December 28, 1916, 10. 
 
On the day of the stone-laying ceremony, the ‘Whimplin Whimsies’ column by “St 
Ebbar” featured the poem A Laying “Lay”. Reproduced in full below, the poem is a 
lyrical summary of ‘the town hall question’ to date, with the final verse revealing 
that ‘at the end of fifty years’ the matter remains unresolved. A stranger asks: 
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What means this concentration of the populace in town         
   On an afternoon that’s used for chasing sport? 
Have they gathered to applaud a loyal speaker of  
          renown, 
    Or at a meeting of a recruiting sort? 
No, stranger, no one’s speaking on the patriotic  
          lay; 
     The occasion isn’t loyalty at all; 
               They are merely making merry 
               On the third of February, 
     At the laying of the keystone of the New Town Hall! 
 
You ask, Why all this fuss about a little block 
         of stone 
    That merely means the starting of a job? 
Such ignorance is quite enough to make a fellow 
         groan, 
    And might in fact induce a man to sob! 
For we’ve been fifty years or more deliberating 
         on 
The vital step – and well it might appall –  
              Of putting down the granite –  
              And heav’n knows who began it! –  
    To signify the starting of the New Town Hall. 
 
Full many have been born in this – er – sunny 
        land of ours,    
  Since first the scheme an alderman did moot; 
And men have lived and fought and died and  
        gone to Heaven’s bowers, 
   And never seemed a second nearer to ‘t! 
And aldermen have wrangled hard and fought  
        themselves to fits, 
   And spent their lives in jealousy and gall; 
            And all because the asses 
            Couldn’t build it in three places! –  
   The money wouldn’t run to more than one 
         Town Hall! 
 
And so you think they’ll build it now and settle  
          Up the lot? 
   Well, stranger, you’ve another think to go! 
The question has by no means reached finality –  
           is not 
   In measurable reach of being so! 
The utmost we’ve decided at the end of fifty 
         years 
    Is quite enough of progress for us all; 
              We shall simply lay one stone 
              All alone on its own –  
     But heaven knows where and when we’ll build  
           the new Town Hall!158   
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The foundation stone was laid on Saturday, February 3 1917, by the Governor of 
Queensland, Sir Hamilton Goold-Adams, at the corner of Albert and Ann Streets 
(Figures 3.2, 3.3). The ceremony, held on a rainy day, was a modest one 
compared to the Queen Street town hall ceremony, which was preceded by a 
Masonic procession in which a cornucopia containing wheat and vases of oil and 
wine with which to anoint the stone were carried to the site.159 The report of Mayor 
Hetherington’s speech at the 1917 ceremony noted, ‘the time had now arrived for a 
building in keeping with the importance and dignity the city had attained. There was 
no intention or idea of immediately proceeding with the creation of a new building, 
as they were engaged in a war which they were determined to win.’160  
 
 
Figure 3.2 Laying the foundation stone 1917.  
Caption: Well and truly laid – Saturday afternoon’s ceremony in connection with the 
new Town Hall project. Source: Brisbane Courier, February 6, 1917, 8.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Figure 3.3 The trowel used to lay the 
foundation stone 1917. 
Source: Photograph courtesy of the City 
of Brisbane Collection, Museum of 
Brisbane. 
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Between the stones 
Greenwood holds that construction did not proceed because of ‘the financial 
stringency of the war years.’161 Despite the Mayor’s assertion at the stone-laying 
ceremony, the debate continued about when construction would commence. 
Newspaper columnists continued to discuss the laying of foundation stones with 
both frustration and sarcasm. “St. Ebbar’s” long column, A Sermon on the Town 
Hall question (1917), begins, ‘Dear Brethren, No one could reasonably accuse our 
City Council of indecent haste in the construction of the Town Hall.’ He continues, 
we must do our best to fight against the pernicious argument that because 
a foundation stone has been laid, therefore a town hall must be built. It 
does not at all follow. Foundation stones may be laid all over the place – 
out of revenue to be subsequently covered by loan in the usual way – 
without in any way involving the construction of town halls… 
 
“St Ebbar’s” whimsical, tongue-in-cheek solutions are evidence that the question of 
the location of the new town hall was not settled. He suggested building a town hall 
on wheels or one that could be floated, each with the facility to be moved to a site 
preferred by the public or successive ruling council administrations:  
Any proposal for a town hall on wheels, that could be shifted from place to 
place as public opinion veered from one spot to another as the most 
suitable camp for a town hall, would almost certainly be greeted with 
derision. Yet the more one seriously contemplates such an idea, the more it 
seems to have to commend it…Perhaps in another twenty years human 
progress along the lines of mechanics may be such that it will be possible 
to have an aerial town hall, held in position by a fleet of Zeppelins! 
  
 Indeed, we could move the foundation stone to any locality – and the  
course might be cheaper in the end than the preparation of so many stones 
with the consequent collections of costly coins, newspapers, and other 
flotsam of modern life. Let us mount the foundation stone on wheels, and 
lay it wherever each successive council decides is the best place. Thus we 
may at intervals satisfy our desire to do something, without committing 
ourselves to do the irrevocable step of overrunning our aspirations by 
actually building the town hall.162  
 
At a council meeting held in January 1919, a move to reopen the question of the 
town hall site was defeated and a motion to affirm the choice of the Albert Square 
site was carried. The subject was described ‘as dead as Julius Caesar’ to 
ratepayers, with the period of the wait for the new town hall given as eleven years 
since ratepayers gave their assent and sixty years since the incorporation of 
Brisbane.163   	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“A.J.P.’s” reminiscences in a letter to the editor present an older resident’s view of 
the long wait. He relates his fear that he may not live long enough to see the new 
Town Hall and his intention to pass on his ‘delicious dreams’ to his children, in the 
hope that they will live long enough to see it:   
I arrived in Brisbane when a boy of 14, in 1884. Boylike, in a new city, I 
loved looking in shop windows. Beale & Co. then had a shop close to the 
corner of Albert-street. In this window stood a beautiful drawing in a glass 
frame,  headed, “Proposed plan of the New Brisbane Town Hall.” It 
fascinated me. Every time I passed that window I gazed and gazed, 
thinking of the noble edifice that was to be. Now I am nearly 50, white of 
hair, and my teeth not what they were 35 years ago. Still, I give a “whoop” 
of delight whenever the subject is introduced again. When we are young we 
have delicious dreams, and as a boy of 14 I saw myself standing on the 
steps of that “new Town Hall” wondering how many steps I should be able 
to jump. Now, if ever I should stand on those steps, I intend to bare my 
head and show those grey hairs. Heigh ho! Of course I do not expect to live 
long enough to see it erected, but intend to start right away telling my 
children of the happy hours I spent as a little boy, 35 years ago, gazing at 
the plans of the new Town Hall, and will ask them to think of dad “as a boy” 
should they live long enough to see it erected.164  
 
Setting columns in a future year was a device used by some columnists during this 
period to highlight the impact the lack of progress on the town hall issue would 
have on the future city and its residents. In October 1919, the ‘Topic and Verse’ 
column by “Aliquis,” looked ninety-six years into the future in The New (?) Town 
Hall (Extract from the “Courier” A.D. 2015) reproduced in full below. “Aliquis,” 
concerned that despite having given their assent, the citizens of Brisbane still did 
not have a new town hall. Once again the foundation stone is used to signify the 
lack of building progress: 
There is a stone in Brisbane that has a long and interesting history attached 
to it. It is right in the heart of what was the old city, and daily large numbers 
of visitors from other lands inspect it. It is situated at the corner of Albert 
and Ann streets, and there it rests protected from souvenir hunters by a 
high spiked railing and its corners are covered with wood to stop it from 
crumbling away. Early in the last century the people of Brisbane were 
asked whether they would like a decent Town Hall, and naturally said “Yes.” 
Aldermen Donothing, Nomoney, Slow-Fast, and Putit-off were among the 
mayors at this period, and of course each year the project made no 
advance. It was only when Alderman Energetic occupied the office of 
mayor in 1915 that the foundation stone was placed in position, some doubt 
having arisen as to what it was really intended for, a more careful 
examination was decided upon, and the Lord Mayor reports the discovery 
of the illuminating description: “In loving memory of the new Town Hall, 
which was only a dream of our city fathers.” Strange folk the early citizen of 
Brisbane.165 
 	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
164 “The New Town Hall,” Brisbane Courier, July 30, 1919, 6. 
165 “Topic and Verse By “Aliquis”,” Brisbane Courier, October 25, 1919, 16. 
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“Alquis” again refers to the laying of foundation stones below using language that 
reveals the sarcasm, humour and frustration with which the lack of progress was 
viewed by some: 
 
Brisbane’s new town hall is coming – is on the doorstep, nearly...With a 
foundation stone nearly laid once, another actually laid, presumably a third 
to be laid when the work is actually in hand, and possibly others to 
celebrate the progress of the construction, the building ought to be erected 
on a sure if varied foundation, somewhere before the world comes to an 
end next time. It is a pity that the civic fathers did not think of calling tenders 
for the honour of laying these stones, or, better still, promote a ‘golden 
casket’ of their own, valuable prizes being offered for the person guessing 
the date on which the hall will actually be opened. It is not too late even 
now to do something in this direction, and the proceeds could be devoted to 
buying an up-to-date ferry service in the future may be in keeping with the 
Town Hall.166  
 
A report on The University of Queensland’s annual Commemoration Day street 
procession, which featured costumes and decorated trucks and attracted large 
crowds along the route, notes the town hall is an issue of concern to 
undergraduates in May 1920: 
 
Pungent wit was directed at institutions that are regarded as being too slow-
going for the impetuous spirit of the University undergraduate. The Town 
Hall, which we are to get some day, crowded trams, the Water and 
Sewerage Board, the Chairs of Medicine and Agriculture that loom in the 
future, State enterprises, anomalous arbitration awards, and so on, came in 
for caustic comment.167  
Laying the second foundation stone 
The prospect of Prince of Wales visiting the city in July 1920, inspired the Deputy 
Mayor Alderman Raymond to suggest that the Prince lay the foundation stone for 
City Hall, as the stone laid in 1917 was no longer considered to constitute the 
foundation stone of the newly designed building.168 The organizer of the 
Queensland leg of the Prince’s visit, Mr. R. G. Steer, advised that the Prince ‘did 
not intend laying foundation stones, unveiling memorials, or anything of that nature 
during his visit.’169 After representations to authorities in Melbourne, the Mayor 
announced that the stone-laying ceremony had been included in the Prince’s 
itinerary170 and invitations were issued (Figure 3.4).  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
166 “Topic and Verse By “Aliquis”,” Brisbane Courier, December 20, 1919, 12. 
167 “University Commemoration,” Brisbane Courier, May 8 1920, 5.  168	  “The New Town Hall,” Brisbane Courier, January 6, 1920, 6.	  
169 “The New Town Hall,” Brisbane Courier, April 14, 1920, 7. 
170 “The New Town Hall,” Brisbane Courier, May 18, 1920, 6. 
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Figure 3.4 The official invitation to the second foundation stone laying 
ceremony. 
Source: National Archives of Australia: Visit to Queensland of His Royal Highness 
The Prince of Wales, July 26 to August 5 1920. 
 
The imminent arrival of the Prince was the cause of much excitement in the city. At 
the Cremorne Theatre, vaudeville entertainer Billy Maloney performed his own 
composition, When the Prince of Wales Arrives in Town, which amongst other 
topical references, included the line: ‘The Council will shock you all and start to 
build the new town hall.’171 One review noted the song’s reception: ‘the 
composition, full of references to local personages and localities, was applauded to 
the echo.’172  
 
Maloney performed the song at the State Banquet held on the evening following 
the stone-laying ceremony and later recalled the Prince’s comment that it was the 
	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
171 See Appendix 1, Item 19 for the complete lyrics. 
172 “Town Topics,” Brisbane Courier, July 10, 1920, 12. See Appendix 1 for more  
     information about Maloney.  
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only comedy song dedicated to him during his tour.173 Maloney was a popular and 
versatile entertainer who performed in many parts of Australia. Performances at 
the Cremorne Theatre in the 1920s were very well attended. Programs show there 
were performances every night and a Saturday matinee.174 Pixley notes the 
Cremorne provided, ‘entertainment on “refined” vaudeville lines, and those who 
provided it were immensely popular with Brisbane audiences, many of whom had 
permanent weekly seats.’175  
 
The Prince’s visit was marked with the unusual effect of overlaying full page 
coloured line drawings over the front and back pages of five consecutive issues of 
The Brisbane Courier from July 26 to July 31 1920. The illustration published on 
Thursday July 29, the day the foundation stone was laid, depicts a line drawing of 
City Hall and announcement in block capitals in blue-green ink (Figure 3.5), a 
colour of significance to the Prince of Wales. The announcement stated: His Royal 
Highness The Prince of Wales Will Lay The Foundation Stone To-Day Noon. 
Brisbane’s New Town Hall. 
 
Very large crowds attended all the public appearances of the enormously popular 
‘Digger Prince’ during his visit. Although many Brisbane residents were weary and 
frustrated by indecision, long delays and lack of progress, the ceremony for laying 
the foundation stone was an important event attended by a large crowd. A 
photograph of the ceremony shows hundreds of invited guests seated in Albert 
Square around the stone-laying dais and many interested citizens observing the 
ceremony from rooftop vantage points (Figure 3.6).   
 
 
	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
173 “Royal Taste in Music. Mr. Billy Maloney’s Experience,” Advertiser (Adelaide),   
     February 12, 1927, 19. 
174 [Cremorne Theatre: Program File], Fryer Library.  
175 Norman S. Pixley, “Entertainment in Brisbane – Recollections,” Journal of the Royal  
     Historical Society of Queensland, 10, no. 2 (1976), 16.  
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Figure 3.5 Front page of Brisbane Courier – July 29, 1920. 
Caption: His Royal Highness the Prince of Wales will lay the foundation stone to-
day noon. Brisbane’s New Town Hall. Photograph courtesy of the John Oxley 
Library.  
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Figure 3.6 The Prince of Wales laying the second foundation stone. 
Photograph: Courtesy of the State Library of Queensland 
http://hdl.handle.net/10462/deriv/134380 
 
The Mayor presented the Prince with a trowel to commemorate the occasion 
(Figure 3.7).  The trowel was designed by Peter Kaad, a Sydney architect invited to 
work on City Hall with Hall and Prentice.176 The handle of the trowel is visible in the 
photograph below, in the hand of the Prince of Wales, to the right of the Mayor’s 
right shoulder (Figure 3.8).177 The report on the trowel noted that it was comprised 
of Queensland materials: 
The blade of the trowel used by his Royal Highness was of solid gold, 
inscribed, as follows:- ‘Presented to his Royal Highness the Prince of Wales 
on the occasion of the laying of the foundation stone of the new Town Hall, 
Brisbane, 29th July 1920, James F. Maxwell, mayor; T.R. Hall and G.G. 
Prentice, architects.’ The handle was of Queensland fluted maple wood, 
with gold Prince of Wales' feathers, mounted at the end of the handle with a 
gold crown, the base being studded with black Queensland opal. All the 
gold used was 15 carat, and the trowel was contained in a case of 
Queensland silky oak. The trowel was the gift of the architects, and was 
made by Hardy Brothers.178  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
176 Peter Kaad wrote in a letter that he designed the trowel, see Appendix 5.  
177 At the time of writing, this photograph, which is part of the Henry Mobsby collection held  
     at the Fryer Library, is incorrectly labelled as ‘Duke of York mingles with the crowd by  
     the foundation stone of the Brisbane City Hall, 6 April,1927.’  
178 Ibid. Efforts to trace the trowel have been unsuccessful. Contact was made with   
     Clarence House, Australian and British collecting institutions and archives and Hardy  
     Brothers.  
 
	  	   66	  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Figure 3.7 Trowel used to lay second 
foundation stone.  
Caption: The Golden Trowel with jewelled 
handle, to be used by the Prince in laying the 
foundation stone of the New Town Hall. 
Source: Brisbane Courier, July 27, 1920, 6.  
 
 
Figure 3.8 The Prince of Wales after the ceremony.    
Source: Photograph courtesy of Fryer Library 
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The Brisbane Courier noted, ‘the ceremony, although of some historic importance 
to the citizens of Brisbane, was completed in a very brief time’ and added that ‘no 
time was lost in preliminaries.’179  The Prince’s itinerary for that day shows the 
ceremony filled a fifteen-minute timeslot from 12.30pm to 12.45pm (Figure 3.9). 
 
 
Figure 3.9 Excerpt from the Princes of Wales’ itinerary for July 29, 1920.   
Source: National Archives of Australia: Revised Amended Working Programme – 
Visit to Queensland of His Royal Highness The Prince of Wales, July 26 to August 
5, 1920, 29. 
 
The Prince’s visit was described as ‘an epoch making event’ in the souvenir 
booklet of the visit published the following year.180 An unsubstantiated argument 
has been made that the laying of the stone by the Prince was aimed at ensuring 
popular support for the new town hall.181 Whilst the participation of the Prince of 
Wales, the future King, no doubt added prestige and dignity to the town hall 
project, little evidence was found to conclude that general public support for the 
project increased. Although it lacks supporting evidence, it is a plausible argument 
because of the enormous popularity of the Prince. Two views from The Worker 
suggest that at least some of the general public may not have been easily swayed. 
One article asserted that the Prince would think he had ‘reached a land of 
snobbery in excelsis’ where long lists of names and descriptions of who wore what, 
constituted,  
so-called social journalism…a sop to snobs and snobbery, together with 
encouragement to them to continue to climb the social ladder as high as 
	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
179 “The New Brisbane Town Hall,” Brisbane Courier, July 30, 1920, 5.  
180 Brisbane Council (Qld). Souvenir of the Visit of H.R.H. The Prince of Wales and the  
     Laying of the Foundation Stone of the New Town Hall: Also a Short History of the Rise  
     and Development of the City. Brisbane: Simpson, Halligan, 1921. 
181 “The Million Pounds Town Hall,” National Trust Journal, February 1987, 5.  
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possible above the decent people on whose backs, perhaps, some of them 
received their first lift.182  
 
A cartoon from The Worker commented sarcastically on the number of foundation 
stones laid (Figure 3.10). A Study in Foundation Stones, depicts assembled 
dignitaries and guests eagerly observing the ceremony of the second stone being 
laid to the left of the first stone, as the figure representing the public watches 
disinterestedly, with hands in pockets and according to the caption, is unconvinced 
the ceremony would lead to the start of construction. The caption reads:  
 
H.H.: “You seem to be enjoying the joke. What’s all the fun about?                                                        
THE PUBLIC: “Well, you see, it’s like this. If we go on laying Town Hall 
foundation stones at this rate, we’ll have enough of them in twenty-five 
years to build the first storey.”  
 
 
 
Figure 3.10 Cartoon commenting on City Hall’s foundation stones.  
Source: “Smoke Ho,” Worker, August 5, 1920, 13. 	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In his report of the triennium 1921-1924, Mayor Diddams noted that foundation 
stones had been laid at the two most important corners after ‘upwards of a quarter 
of a century’ of discussion.183 Although usually referred to as the foundation stone 
of Brisbane City Hall, the second stone may also be described as a cornerstone; 
placed on the northeast corner of the building on Adelaide Street closest to its 
intersection with Albert Street. Traditionally, the northeast corner is the preferred 
location for a cornerstone according to Masonic belief which, ‘made the north into a 
place of darkness, the east a source of light. Placing a stone between them 
symbolized a progression from ignorance to knowledge.’184 With the first stone in 
place near the Ann Street corner, the second stone was laid at the remaining 
prominent corner of what would be the front of the building. Reports do not note 
that it was situated with attention to this particular aspect of Masonic symbolism.  
 
Several years into City Hall’s construction period, foundation stones continued to 
be reference points for the public. A letter to the editor commented on the City 
Council’s endeavours to ask the Duke of York to open the Council Chambers, and 
accused the council of ‘slipping’ and in want of the grander act of laying a third 
foundation stone: 
Surely it can stand another few foundation stones, with, of course, the 
names of the aldermen engraved upon them in order to hand their names 
(along  with the overdraft) to posterity? The laying of a foundation stone 
would also be a better excuse for a top-notch shivoo, with champagne 
trimmings than a mere opening of a council chamber, and I commend this 
aspect to our  aldermen, suggesting that they might on this occasion, 
depart from their usual frugal habits and sacrifice themselves on the altar of 
loyalty and notoriety’.185 
 
For all the importance and public support afforded the stone-laying ceremonies, it 
is the whereabouts of the foundation stones and their associated artefacts, the 
trowels used to lay them that have subsequently proven problematic. There has 
been periodic confusion about their existence and locations, as well as a lack of 
supporting documentary evidence about them. In October 1937 when the Queen 
Street town hall was being demolished, the City Architect, H. A. Erwood, doubted 
whether the building had a foundation stone because one could not be located.186 
Its existence and location caused much confusion until it was found accidentally 
	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
183 Brisbane Council (Qld.) Minute of The Right Worshipful The Mayor Alderman Harry J. C.     
     Diddams, C.M.G., for the Triennium, 1921-1924, 12. 
184 Harris, Building Lives, 23.   
185 “The City Council,” Brisbane Courier, January 11, 1927, 16. 
186 “Foundation Stone Not Traced,” Courier-Mail, October 9, 1937, 12. 
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the following year.187  
 
In 1935 it was revealed that the first foundation stone laid for City Hall, ‘with much 
pomp and ceremony’, had been found broken in two in a City Council scrap yard 
along with a stone bearing the names of the aldermen who held office at the 
time.188 The Queenslander columnist ‘John Smith’ quipped, ‘on the face of it some 
one was very careless, but, after the casual manner of Queenslanders, the majority 
who read the item merely grinned.’189 By 1954, this incident would be forgotten and 
it was assumed the foundation stone was buried under tons of cement and stone. 
In the same year the opportunity arose to purchase the inscribed, ivory-handled, 
silver trowel, bearing the crest of the Brisbane City Council for £10 from Corbell & 
Coy Ltd, wholesalers and exporters of London.190 The trowel presented to 
Governor Goold-Adams is now part of the City of Brisbane Collection of the 
Museum of Brisbane. The current location of the second trowel could not been 
established.  
Conclusion 
This chapter examines the period from 1908, when the subject of the ‘new town 
hall’ began to receive much heated public attention, to 1920, when the second 
foundation stone for City Hall was laid. It provides background to many of the 
debates discussed in the following two chapters that address City Hall’s 
construction phase and its first decade of public use. The local conversation about 
the project, as represented in newspaper coverage, reveals that references to 
foundation stones were used to express frustration and amusement over costs, 
delays and successive councils’ capacities to make decisions.  Two months after 
the second stone was laid “Aliquis” quipped:  
 
We are getting on, and one of these days we shall have to search for a new 
joke…The City Council is steadily pushing on towards the goal of a new 
town hall…no one will ever be able to say that the building has been 
erected without due consideration or that when erected it will be insecure 
owing to a lack of foundation stones. There are already two of these 
important structural sections in position, and possibly an average of one a 
year will be maintained between now and the day the building emerges 
from the swaddling days of foundation stones.’191 
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The day after the lowest tender for the foundations and base of City Hall was 
accepted, it was reported: 
 
The mover [Alderman Raymond] said that as chairman of the Town Hall 
Committee he felt proud that something tangible had been accomplished in 
spite of the fun that had been made of the project. He was afraid that the 
theatres would have to find some other subject for a joke now that the 
tenders for starting the new Town Hall were in hand…The Mayor expressed 
hope that the carping critics who comprised a certain section of the 
community would henceforth be silenced for ever so far as the Town Hall 
was concerned.’192  
 
 
However, the ‘carping critics’ were not silenced ‘for ever’ by the commencement of 
the tendering process. They found other town hall issues to interest them. The 
long-standing jokes about ‘the town hall question’ and the ‘foundation stones jest’ 
evolved into new frustrations and jokes about City Hall with several budgetary 
themes - how much it is costing; its eventual one million pound price tag and the 
level of Council indebtedness and they were expressed in prose, letter, poem, 
cartoon and song. Even six years into the construction period, individual entries of 
limericks on the subject ‘The New Town Hall’ in the Y.W.C.A. Eisteddfod in July 
1927, were reported as causing ‘some amusement’.193 
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Chapter 4          Building City Hall 	  
 
 
Figure 4.1 City Hall under construction. 
Caption: “The Town Hall,” an etching by Vincent Sheldon, which will be on view at 
the Royal Queensland Art Society’s exhibition next week. 
Source: Brisbane Courier, September 15, 1927, 7.  
 
Introduction 
This chapter examines how the local conversation about City Hall evolved during 
its construction phrase from 1921 to 1930. This phase is included in this study of 
social meaning because of the extent to which the attention and imagination of the 
public was captured by the City Hall growing before them. During this phase a 
number of issues were discussed in the public arena. Council, keeping a close eye 
on costs, suggested or made frequent revisions to plans concerning the need for 
statuary, a tower, a clock with chimes and choice of roofing material. This chapter 
focuses primarily on these features, which constituted the prominent parts of the 
building most visible to the public and most obvious in signifying that completion 
was imminent. As the building grew, the volume of comment about it also grew or 
at least the volume of comment published grew. In the manner of most things 
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about the City Hall, including the very building itself, as previously discussed, these 
features attracted a broad range of views. Published opinions ranged the gamut 
from praise to contempt. Need, purpose, design and cost were questioned by 
some; whilst grand rhetorical statements concerning the worthiness, beauty and 
splendor of these features were made by others.    
Making progress 
 
 
Figure 4.2 Early progress.  
Caption: The new town hall – a progress view. C.A. Gilmour photo. 
Source: Brisbane Courier, December 10, 1921, 16. 
 
A hardwood hoarding erected around the Adelaide, Ann and Albert Square 
frontages in February 1921, meant that much of the early work on the foundations 
and the beginnings of the superstructure of City Hall was not seen easily by the 
public.194 The earliest photograph of progress located shows the dark line of the 
hoarding on Albert and Adelaide Streets (Figure 4.2). An article in The 
Queenslander in June 1922 noted that it was possible to see the outline of the 
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     provides many details about site and early progress of building that began that year.  
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building taking shape as the foundation stone received a new frame and concrete 
pillars stood up from the basement:  
The many and various operations going on inside the mysterious-looking 
fences are rather astonishing to the layman, viewing it all for the first time; 
for one sees destruction cheek by jowl with construction, and material 
coming out by the load, and material going in by the ton; while everywhere, 
an ordered disorder reigns supreme amid clouds of dust and continuous 
noise.195  
 
The article reveals that at last the public had something to see. The public would 
also have additional issues about which to comment, particularly as construction 
continued and council estimates of costs proved incorrect. As noted in the previous 
chapter, it is difficult to gauge the extent of support for the views given and 
arguments raised by the public and the press on particular issues. Similar to the 
editorial from May 1920 that accused the public of indifference to council activities, 
referred to in the previous chapter, another in 1923 commented that ‘apathy is a 
disease’ affecting civic government. The editor again attributed the problem to 
ratepayers, who voted in representatives and then entered ‘a state of apathetic 
complacency’ as ‘one blunder after another is exposed in the Press, one estimate 
after another has to be doubled, yet nobody seems to care.’196 ‘Ruinous public 
apathy and indifference’ is cited as the reason for the expense of City Hall, 
including ‘more than £100,000 pounds on foundations’ and the prediction of a 
probable cost of £1,000,000 when complete is given.197 Whilst collectively the 
citizenry may have lacked the active participation urged by the editor, many 
individuals contributed their opinions about City Hall during the construction phase. 
Most published responses, which tended to echo The Brisbane Courier’s concerns 
about financial accountability, were critical of costs and specific decisions made by 
council. However, it would be several years after the editor’s early and ultimately 
accurate prediction of the final cost of City Hall that letters began to address the 
figure of £1,000,000. 
 
In January 1923 it was reported that the architects stated that the foundations, 
granite base and retaining walls of the City Hall were nearing completion.198 Over a 
year later, delays in the commencement of the superstructure provided the press 
with renewed opportunity to expressing impatience by lampooning building 
progress, just in time for April Fool’s Day: 	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199 
‘Satis Verborum’ wrote a long response to the ‘Stale News’ item, recounting how 
the issue had ‘thrilled’ him since 1884, just as it did for “A.J.P.” with his ‘delicious 
dreams,’ but he was dismayed that progress had stalled. The writer expresses an 
emotional longing for the new town hall and also provides much insight into the 
‘tiresome subject’ the new town hall had become for many others:  
Although I have waited so long and yearned to see that edifice that is to be, 
yet I feel resigned to the fact that “hurrying days” are past so far as our new 
Town Hall is concerned. If it is completed ten years hence, I may still be 
alive and strong enough to attend the opening ceremony – and what could 
a man wish for more?…Ask the first man in the street, and he will tell you 
“he thinks something of the kind has been proposed,” You could scarcely 
expect him to go climbing the fence in Market Square, and ask the 
workmen what they were doing. I cannot describe the thrill I had when first I 
saw the walls getting level with the pavement. Becoming emotional, I 
uncovered and exclaimed, “Hele! Oh, hele!” After a wait of 40 years you 
cannot be held responsible for a fit of emotion – or for breaking out in 
French. Alas, my joy was short lived, soon it stopped growing, and has 
remained without a sign of further growth. Perhaps it has been so long in 
getting born that it has grown tired of the whole business, and to every one 
(except, perhaps myself) it has always been a tiresome subject, and hard to 
bring up…If I am spared a few years longer, I may yet have the pleasure of 
walking (with assistance perhaps) in that building, and the consummation of 
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the dream of my youth. What I shall exclaim when actually entering the 
building is more than my pen can write – or you would publish.200 
 
Making decisions 
Concerns over mounting costs of the building and the high amounts of the tenders 
received for the superstructure resulted in attempts to reduce costs. Decisions 
were made to omit the acroterial sculpture and revise door and roofing details. 
Consideration was given to the need for the tower, clocks, chimes and the 
pediment sculpture. Press announcements of decisions, reversals of decisions and 
reports of council meetings provoked many responses in articles and letters to the 
editor.     
 
In August 1927, a report on a Council meeting held the previous day appeared in 
The Brisbane Courier. In the excerpt from the report (below), eight aldermen 
discuss the Town Hall Committee’s proposal for statuary for the pediment to be 
executed by Brisbane sculptor Daphne Mayo. Mayor Jolly had highlighted Mayo’s 
international reputation and that she had been highly recommended by the 
‘distiguished Australian sculptor Sir Bertram Mackennal.201 
 
The short exchange typifies concerns and the broad range of views expressed 
about many aspects of the City Hall during the construction phase, held by 
councilors and also the public. Some councilors question the need for and cost of 
the sculpture; one expresses concern for the burden placed on ratepayers; another 
wants it ‘referred back’ to the Committee to delay making a decision; one is 
concerned about providing a worthy finish to the town hall and not wanting to 
detract from the work already done; and another is concerned with the broader 
issue of art in the city and the need to take advantage of an opportunity. Each has 
their supporters:   
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When Council proposed changes to the roofing material for the dome (Figure 4.3), 
the public response demonstrated a sense of pride in ownership of the building and 
concern for the effect of its finish. A copper roof was originally intended, but ‘a 
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sudden thrift spasm’203 by Council led to the consideration of galvanised iron. Much 
advice was supplied in letters to the editor; including looking to the example set by 
Indian architects and the pride they took in roofing important buildings such as 
temples;204 using iron in a fish scale pattern,205 and painting an iron roof green to 
mimic the effect of verdigris on copper.206 One writer cited ‘Madame Melba’s’ 
opinion that galvanized iron should be abolished as a roofing material.207 Another 
responded sarcastically, calling for a roof picked out in places with lapis lazuli and 
aluminum paint to be kept in a high state of polish by ‘an army of polishers our city 
councilors would have in constant employ.'208  
 
 
 
 
Figure 4.3 The domed roof ready to be covered.  
Caption: The huge domed roof of the new City Hall Brisbane. It is the largest of its 
kind in Australia. Source: Brisbane Courier, February 14, 1928, 3. 
 
Randolph Bedford, a Queensland parliamentarian, contributed a letter referring to 
the ‘horror of galvanised iron for roofing’ and advised the extra £2140 for copper 
roofing would be well spent on a ‘roof of beauty’ not ‘galvanised ugliness.’209 “W.P.” 
wrote in support of Bedford, saying the suggested galvanised iron roof was ‘the 
dizzy limit,’  befitting a cowshed not ‘a magnificent building costing upwards of a 
million pounds’ and advising that not spending the extra amount ‘is spoiling the city 
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ship to save sixpence worth of tar.’210 “W.P.”, Alderman Lanham (in the debate 
about the tympanum statuary) and two poems, A Contemplated Crime and Their 
Monument! all employed the proverb that advises not to ‘spoil the ship for a 
ha’porth o’ tar’ to provide City Hall with a finish commensurate with its importance 
and cost to date:  
 
A Contemplated Crime 
 
You will hear the old proverb, 
wherever 
       you are: 
“Do not spoil the ship for a 
ha’porth o’ 
       tar,” 
And now, for the future, they’ll 
ribaldly  
       bawl: 
“Don’t put a tin roof on a million 
pounds 
       hall!”211 
 
Their Monument! 
 
Wonderful beggars our aldermen 
are -  
"Spoiling the ship for a ha'p'orth 
o' tar!" 
Spend a cool million for their 
own behoof, 
And top-off the new Town Hall 
with a 
      tin roof! 
Wonderful beggars! Who knows 
what 
      they're at"? 
Wear a dress-suit with a "boater" 
straw- 
      hat! 
That’s their idea of the fit and the 
pro- 
      per- 
"Roof the new Town Hall with 
iron, not 
      copper!" 
Galvanised iron reminds them of 
home, 
So galvanised iron will do for the 
dome- 
 
Strutting ephemerae! Jacks-in-
the-Green! 
When you have passed from this 
mutable 
      scene, 
Scornful Posterity, standing 
aloof, 
Will point to your monument - 
Brisbane's 
      Tin Roof! 
                 (Sardonic laughter.)212 
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Addressing the press criticism of the increasing costs and expenditure of municipal 
government after the creation of Greater Brisbane in 1925, Cole concluded it was  
‘at best unfair and misguided…[and]…at worst…reflected the uninformed, 
uninspired, and intolerant attitude of a significant section of the public during the 
first 15 years of Greater Brisbane.’213 However uninspired and intolerant, the issues 
were of real concern to sections of the public, particularly as Cole’s nominated 
period of fifteen years, 1925 to 1940, includes the years of The Depression during 
which fifty-five per cent of those receiving State relief did so in Brisbane214 and the 
slow economic recovery that followed.  
 
Preference within the Empire 
Recurrent themes in newspaper articles about City Hall, during the construction 
phase, were those of pride and progress. Many articles reminded readers that the 
architects and the sculptor were Queenslanders and that most of the materials 
used were from Queensland. A Queensland Country Women’s Association’s visit 
to Brisbane in January 1930 included a stop at City Hall where, ‘all visitors were 
pleased to learn that only 1 per cent of the entire Town Hall was foreign, the rest 
being either Australian or British.’215 
 
In an address to the Queensland Preference League, which was formed in October 
1925,216 Lord Mayor Jolly cited City Hall as an example of what could be achieved 
with Queensland materials and Australian artisans.217 The previous year, the 
Brisbane Timber Merchants Association was concerned about the use of imported 
timber in City Hall. It accepted the Council’s three-point explanation – the purchase 
was made to lower costs, the timber was used for impermanent purposes not 
obvious to the public - gantries, scaffolding and boxing, and that it was cut up in a 
Brisbane mill without loss of wages to local workers.218     
 
Responding to statements made by the Returned Sailors’ and Soldiers’ Imperial 
League of Australia (R.S.S.I.L.A.) in 1929, Jolly stated that the Council’s policy was 	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to give first preference to goods from Queensland, then Australia, then Britain.219 
The following month, the selection of a piano for City Hall brought the policy into 
question. In letters to the editor, the R.S.S.I.L.A. and the Queensland Chamber of 
Manufactures raised the matter of ‘preference within the Empire’ after the selection 
of a German-made piano. Unwilling to accept the Town Clerk’s written assurance 
that appropriate measures were taken to procure an Australian or British piano, 
both organizations cited evidence that no such measures were taken.220   
Local technology 
Short articles appeared in The Brisbane Courier, giving brief details about new 
technologies as they were employed in the construction of City Hall. Although 
some attention was paid to the technologies in the general columns of the 
newspaper, additional information was sometimes reported in the ‘Building and 
Real Estate’ column, which covered the progress of building in the city, particularly 
if the technology was a Queensland invention or one used for the first time in 
Queensland.  
 
In the early stages of work, a concrete mixer was described as ‘an object of public 
curiosity’ because of the labour it saved by employing ‘an endless elevator’ to feed 
a semi-automated mixing process.221 When the Governor of Queensland, Sir 
Matthew Nathan, inspected progress in June 1925, it was noted:  
The party saw the most interesting operation. In a queerly shaped machine, 
in almost the centre of what will be the floor of the hall, straight bars of iron, 
inches in thickness, were placed. As if by a giant hand, one end of the iron 
was twisted until it assumed the appearance of an ordinary curved umbrella 
handle. In a smaller machine alongside smaller bars were being rapidly 
bent to a required angle. These machines were engaged in bending 
reinforcing bars for the concrete walls and pillars. The invention of a 
Queenslander, Mr Thomas Rolley of Rolley and Paget [sic], these 
machines are claimed to have bent 450 tons of iron bars in five minutes! 
The small machine’s output is at the rate of 30 a minute, and the larger 
machine can bend between 10 and l8 bars a minute.222  
 
Readers were informed about the weight, length and breadth of ‘the largest 
building girder ever made in Queensland’ by Rolley and Padgett, Brisbane (Figure 
4.4). Designed to hold the dome of the stage, the girder had been lifted into place 	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
219 “Foreign Goods,” Brisbane Courier, April 8, 1929, 14. 
220 “City Hall Piano, Brisbane Courier, May 11, 1929, 24.  
221 “New Town Hall,” Brisbane Courier, November 4, 1921, 6. This article describes the    
     use of the machine.  
222 “New Town Hall,” Brisbane Courier, June 26, 1925, 11. Correct name of the firm is  
     Rolley & Padgett. 
	  	   82	  
in an operation watched by many people the previous day and subsequently 
reported for the edification of readers.223 
  
 
Figure 4.4 Largest girder in Queensland moved into position.   
Caption: A huge girder weighing 8 tons 7cwt., to hold the dome of the stage in the 
new Town Hall, Brisbane, was yesterday hoisted into position by the electric 
cranes. Source: Brisbane Courier, October 9, 1925, 8.  
 
The machinery used for making steel window sashes was inspected by Mayor Jolly 
in April 1927. Readers of The Brisbane Courier learnt that it was the first time the 
sashes were made in Queensland. A hydraulic stretching machine, in combination 
with a Universal milling machine, which featured an improvement made by Rolley’s 
Ltd. of Brisbane, made the parts, which were then assembled and painted. It was 
noted that the machines improved on the quality of work previously done by 
hand.224 A longer article in the ‘Real Estate’ column contained details of the bar 
bender’s speed and efficiency of output and noted it had been ‘patented [by 
Thomas Rolley] throughout the world.’225  
 
Only brief details were given to readers about a new method for turning and fluting 
the components of stone columns, until a letter to the editor revealed more 	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information. Work that had traditionally been done by hand was done was more 
quickly with tools worked by a large lathe and special fluting tools; ‘the invention of 
Mr. Thomas Rolley, of Rolley’s Ltd.’226 More information about this machine is 
revealed by two items published three years later – a letter to the editor of The 
Brisbane Courier which in turn prompted attention in the ‘Science & Industry’ 
column in The Queenslander. H. Gainford’s letter attributed the machine’s 
invention to R. F. Knott, the stone mason responsible for forty fluted Corinthian 
columns at City Hall, and ‘a native of Brisbane’ and held that ‘only a few people 
such as those immediately connected with the stone work in the Brisbane New City 
Hall’ knew of the machine.227 Gainford added an opinion of the City Hall that 
reveals enormous pride in the specific achievements of the fluted columns as well 
as pride and a sense of ownership of the building itself: ‘We are justly proud of the 
imposing solidity and beauty of our new City Hall, among which the great fluted 
Corinthian columns are so conspicuous an element.’228 The Queenslander noted 
that the two days it took to flute a column using the machine saved time and 
money, as the same work by hand took a month to complete.229 It was said to be 
‘the only stone-fluting machine in Australia, if not the world’ and the completion of 
City Hall’s forty columns is ‘possibly the greatest achievement in the application of 
machinery to freestone working up to the present time.’230 
 
The rhetoric of pride and progress was employed to a far greater extent with the 
building of the City Hall clock tower than any other part of the building. In July 
1929, a short article in The Brisbane Courier announced that an article about the 
tower and a photograph was published in the previous month’s edition of Popular 
Mechanics and advised proudly that the article drew attention, ‘to the fact that 
modern methods are being followed in Australia as well as in other parts of the 
world.’231 The Popular Mechanics article is reproduced in full:  
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Figure 4.5 Popular Mechanics report on the City Hall clock tower.  
Source: Popular Mechanics, June 1929, via Google Books.  
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Local companies, such as Norman Bell and Company Ltd., advertised their own 
contributions to the construction of City Hall (Figure 4.6). Although the strategy of 
listing a company’s contributions to major works is common to building projects, it 
may have been, in part, in response to a lack of press coverage about the 
company’s involvement in the project. 
 
 
 
Figure 4.6 Advertisement listing work done by Norman Bell and Company.  
Source: Daily Mail, April 5, 1930, 17 	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Building the clock tower 
‘While the city wears its Town Hall tower like a plume in its cap’232 
 
 
 
Figure 4.7 A worm's-eye view of the clock tower. 
Caption: The tower of the City Hall becomes unusually massive when viewed from 
this angle. Source: Queenslander, March 20, 1930, 39. 
 
 
The Brisbane City Hall clock tower became significant to the city as a landmark, a 
symbolic feature and an important visual marker. Its clock chimes became 
important aural features. During the time of its construction, many residents were 
intrigued by the spectacle of the city’s major landmark growing before them. Of all 
the stages of construction, the tower was the most visible and the feature that 
captured the attention of and provided the most thrills for observers in the street. 
The ‘Building and Real Estate’ column described it as, ‘a source of attraction to all 
eyes,’ and predicted that at its full height, ‘it will be an artistic signpost of the city’s 
importance’ with a chiming clock adding ‘force to its influence as a landmark.’233 
The Queenslander foresaw, ‘the great stone shaft piercing the heavens will be 
Brisbane’s greatest landmark.’234  	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For some the tower was an essential element, worthy of a great building, as 
captured in the following excerpts from poems: 
 
The City Hall (1930) 
 
The loveliness of tower and of wall,                                                                                                                    
Of sculptured beauty crowned with 
stately spire,                                                                                            
Built on foundations of a people’s love 
235       
                                        (lines 32-34) 
City Hall – A Dedication (1930) 
 
In the proud tower the beacon-light shall     
       glow, 
And sweet chimes down the years a 
mes-         
       sage ring; 
The great clock see a brave young city           
       grow, 
Solving stern problems-surely triumph- 
       ing! 236                       (lines 23-30)                                            
 
To others, it was an unnecessary and expensive detail from its proposal or quickly 
became one. After completion it was a symbolic reminder of the costs of the 
building as expressed by these two excerpts:   
 
Owed to the New Town Hall (1930) 
   
I, too, citizens, would remind you of . . . . 
       rates. 
Look up! Behold! Arise! O Lord .... 
gates! 
World-beating tower . . . superb chimes.       
       Jolly, 
What of the cost? No, no! Away .... 
       melancholy! 237      (lines 1- 7)                                  
Municipal Matters (1931)  
 
THE Town Hall clock proclaims the  
     knell of parting day. 
   The spire cost eighty thousand, as 
          you see. 238             (lines 1-4)                                                                                           
 
 
 
Public concerns were expressed over the need for a tower; its cost and the clocks 
it housed. Concerns about the clocks included the lighting of the faces, their 
effectiveness and visibility due their height, their accuracy and the volume of the 
chimes. Most of these issues were aired in the letters’ columns of The Brisbane 
Courier. The letters in turn prompted a range of responses - debate, as other 
correspondents voiced their support or displeasure for particular complaints; a long 
letter from the maker of the chimes; discussions in council of some of the issues; 
and many newspapers columns, some of which featured poems and cartoons 
addressing the issues.   	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In March 1925, it was reported that the architects requested that a decision on 
whether the tower was to be constructed or not was required from the Town Hall 
Special Committee, ‘without delay, if future inconvenience and increased cost are 
to be avoided’ and advised that to proceed with the tower would entail an additional 
loan amount of £150, 000.239 The City Council’s wish to save money had resulted 
in the consideration of two options. One was for the tower to be constructed at a 
later stage to keep within the authorised loan amount of £530,000; another was to 
borrow more money; the latter option was eventually adopted.240  
 
Letters to the editor provide evidence there were supporters of both options and a 
third – that the tower never be built. In response to an article in March 1925 that 
the tower would be built, one South Brisbane resident asserted that, in the light of 
the Greater Brisbane Scheme, which would take full effect on October 1st that 
year, proceeding with the tower was an unnecessary expense, ‘likely to be saddled 
on to the ratepayers of the Greater Brisbane scheme.’241 The writer suggested a 
new bridge be built instead and advised that ‘the Brisbane Council’s wings be 
clipped to prevent them leaving a lot of “babies” for their successors to carry.’242  
 
Debate within council turned to the matter of the ornamentation of the apex of the 
tower, which was reported as comprising, ‘a group of vigorously detailed winged 
lions, to supsport [sic] a great copper sphere, symbolising the earth, and on which 
will stand, surmounting the entire structure, a gigantic copper figure of “Victory”, of 
heroic proportions’243 (Figure 4.8). Cost-cutting resulted in the elaborate 
arrangement being replaced by a copper sphere and a light (Figure 4.9). A regular 
contributor of letters commenting on the costs of the tower, its clock and chimes, 
with the nom-de-plume ‘Barring Emory,’244 suggested, ‘to crown the whole edifice, 
a statue, heroic size, of a robed alderman, poised on one foot in the act of taking 
wings.’245 In a letter the following year, the same correspondent described the 
tower as ‘superfluous, ungainly and ridiculous.’246  
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244 Sometimes spelt “Baring Emory.’ 
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Figure 4.8 Drawing showing planned 
acroterial sculpture  
(left) Source: Brisbane Courier, Apr 17, 
1925, 8.  
 
 
Figure 4.9 The copper sphere in place 
(above) 
Caption: A copper sphere now surmounts 
the tower of the City Hall Source: Brisbane 
Courier, November 5, 1929, 18. 	  
 
Capturing the interest of the passing public  
 
The Brisbane correspondent for The Canberra Times gave the opinion that 
‘everybody’ (classified into three groups) is interested in City Hall:     
            Everybody takes a great interest in our new million pounds town hall - 
 visitors because of its architectural beauty, both inside and out, citizens in  
the fullness of their civic pride, and ratepayers because they feel they are 
the people who will ultimately have to foot the bill.247 
 
During construction, the clock tower quickly became a point of interest with 
newspapers regularly reporting on and photographing its progress, and reporting 	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on crowds that gathered in the street to observe the work. Work carried out by 
cranes provided many spectacles. Crowds of onlookers watched daily, as the 
tower rose above the main scaffolding. Newspaper articles in specialist columns, 
such as the two following from the ‘Real Estate’ column of The Brisbane Courier, 
kept readers regularly informed about its progress to date and anticipated 
progress:  
Referring to the tower, Mr. Carrick stated that the four cradles had  been 
placed in position. The foundry for the steel work was working three shifts, 
which meant day and night work, to complete the main stanchions for the 
tower up to the height of the roof. It was anticipated that by October 10 the 
floors would be completed to the roof, and the portion of the building where 
the tower would rise. By November 10 he expected that the tower  would be 
raised in concrete to the height where the masonry would be laid.248  
  
The progress of the tower was reported in June 1926 when it reached 84ft (25.6 
metres). Readers were provided with the anticipated heights by one month’s time, 
by Christmas and in nine months, as well as the amount of steel to be used in tons. 
It was expected that ‘as the steel frame of the tower gradually extends upwards it 
will be watched with interest, especially as its huge size will give an idea of what 
the completed tower will look like in relation to the building.’249 Interested readers 
were kept informed about the maker, purpose, length and weight of various 
components, as well as many of the processes involved in moving components 
and construction methods. A few days after the progress report above, a large 
crowd gathered to watch a twenty-five foot (7.62 metres) steel stanchion, weighing 
nine tons, being lifted from Ann Street to the third storey of the tower 
superstructure by a process reported the following day.250  
 
Pedestrians became spectators and wannabe participants to entertainments such 
as those provided by the crane riders and the acrobatic steeplejacks. Figure 4.10 
shows what seems to be a figure on a beam suspended at the end of a crane line. 
The following article published in The Queenslander in November 1924, draws 
parallels between the exploits of a character in a movie shown that month at the 
Wintergarden Theatre, and also the Majestic Theatre, and the real life events 
witnessed by crowds each morning at the City Hall construction site. The thrilling 
exploits of both are provided here in full: 	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   251 
 
Inspired by the feats of the crane riders or Jim Kent or both, ‘a venturesome 
maiden’ made a request to Douglas Carrick, the City Hall contractor, to be allowed 
to go up on the crane, but after he declined her request it was reported she, ‘turned 
sadly away with a despairing glance at the crane and the workman suspended in 
mid-air, whom she considered to be a very lucky individual.’252    
 
After the Governor of Queensland, Sir Matthew Nathan, inspected progress in 
June 1925, nine months ‘since actual building operations were commenced’, the 
following literary description of the work of the ‘riders of the sky’ was published:  	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Standing on the floor of what will in a few years be a suite of smartly 
appointed offices, with the stage beneath them, the giant steel cranes 
which lift the material for the superstructure came within the view of the 
party. Limned against the sullen horizon were men shrunk to the size of 
ants who rode the fairway of the sky in flat boxes, suspended by a 
seemingly slender chain from the arm of the crane. The eyes of all the 
members of the party were riveted on them as, pipe in mouth, they swung 
nonchalantly above the roar of traffic in the street below.253  
 
Mrs. Wiggs, columnist for Queensland Figaro, noted the return of the aerial 
entertainment and its effect on the crowds of onlookers, after a nine-week strike by 
the building trades, 
 
The new Town Hall, and the other big building jobs that have been “hung 
up” for so long now resound to the heartening clang of machinery, and the 
whirr of the concrete mixer, and again the crowds in the street experience 
the thrill of seeing the giant crane swinging in mid air, with a speck of 
humanity hanging on. I heard a small boy declare in an awe-struck whisper, 
and with that utter disregard for grammar, which is such a marked feature 
of our State School children’s English “I seen a man on the “pitchers” who 
done that”! !254 
 
Even the collapse of a crane was reported under the headline, ‘A Thrill in the City’. 
Accidents provide the few instances where workers were mentioned by name. The 
incident was witnessed by many in the street, as Roger Mannton leapt from a 
hopper being carried by a crane, after he heard ‘a ripping noise’ and fell thirty feet 
(9.14 metres) onto a concrete floor without sustaining serious injuries.255  
 
The crane at the top of the tower, the subject of the Popular Mechanics article 
referred to previously, provided a puzzle for many observers, concerning how it got 
there and how it would come down (Figure 4.10). The ‘Building and Real Estate’ 
column, also in literary mode, captured its fascination: 
 
Perching on its peak, from a distance curiously like some prehistoric bird 
with outstretched beak – is the prosaic crane, a mechanical marvel that 
whisks blocks of stone and beams of steel through the air with the effortless 
ease of some fanciful giant of childhood days. All Brisbane marvels how 
that crane was ever placed on top of the tower!256 
 
Billy Maloney’s song entitled, How are they going to get that crane down from our 
wonderful city hall? is referred to by Brown, but no references to it were located in 	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the newspapers of the time.257 For readers of The Brisbane Courier, the mystery 
may have been solved by a series of grainy photographs (Figure 4.11).  
  
	  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Figure 4.10 The crane at the top of the tower 
with suspended figure (?) 
(left) Caption: A problem which has confronted 
many residents of Brisbane: - How was this 
crane placed on the top of the tower of the City 
Hall? 
Source: Brisbane Courier, November 8, 1928, 
18. 
 
Figure 4.11 Dismantling the crane   
(below) Caption: How are they going to get the 
crane down from the tower of the new City Hall? 
is a problem which has exercised the minds of 
thousands of Brisbane citizens during the past 
six months. These progress photographs, taken 
during the last five days, show how the crane 
was removed - in pieces - from its lofty position.  
Source: Brisbane Courier, September 6, 1929, 
16. 
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Readers of The Brisbane Courier and The Queenslander were also kept informed 
of the progress of the tower by photographs taken from various angles (Figure 
4.12) and others that recorded milestones and changes to this most visible stage of 
construction, such as the completion of copper work on the tower dome (Figure 
4.13).  
 
 
Figure 4.12 City Hall from Wickham Park. 
Caption: The new City Hall as seen from the entrance to Wickham Park. 
Source: Brisbane Courier, September 9, 1928, 13. 
 
 
Figure 4.13 Completion of the tower dome cover. 
Caption: Yesterday a flag was flown from the top of the City Hall tower to celebrate 
the completion of the copper covering work on the tower dome.  
Source: Brisbane Courier, February 28, 1930, 18. 
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In March 1930, a month prior to City Hall’s official opening, an article reported that 
dogmen on cranes over city buildings under construction provided, ‘a mild thrill for 
the crowds which line the pavements opposite’ and related the exploits of one 
tower worker,  
 the daredevil steeplejack who climbed to the top of the City Hall tower and 
 mounted the ball which surrounds it. From the ground he looked like a 
 Lilliputian on this Brobdignagian structure. To the amazement of  
pedestrians 280 feet below, he balanced himself on the framework of the 
ball, and stretched out his arms to their full length. He had nothing but the 
support from his feet, and spectators were relieved to see him bend down 
and grasp the metal bands. From his precarious position he swung himself 
down like an acrobat, and like a fly on a ledge, made his way to a place of 
comparative safety.258   
 
Photographs, such as the two examples below, although posed, illustrate some of 
the appeal of the visual spectacle provided by workmen and appreciated by crowds 
in the street (Figures 4.14 and 4.15).  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Figure 4.14 City Hall 
workers' stunts.   
Caption: On the 
completion of the 
installation of the neon 
beacon light the 
electricians 
responsible celebrated 
the event by doing 
stunts on the copper 
ball that surmounts the 
City Hall tower, 287 
feet above street level. 
Source: Brisbane 
Courier, April 8, 1930, 
18.  
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Figure 4.15 City Hall worker and view.  
Caption: A wonderful view of the city of Brisbane may be gained from the City Hall 
tower, but the position of the workman in this picture, which was taken yesterday, 
is not recommended as a vantage point to people suffering from heart trouble.  
Source: Brisbane Courier, April 8, 1930, 18.  
 
Published on the day of the opening of City Hall, they are the last of the 
photographs and articles referring to the exploits of workers, either doing their jobs 
or performing for the crowds, which had captured the interest of the public. When 
completed, the tower provided a new experience for residents and visitors by which 
they could participate in the thrill and spectacle first-hand, rather than vicariously.  
 
The clock tower, like the Rest Room, became a small-scale enterprise within City 
Hall with its takings and visitor numbers recorded in statements of council finances 
and subsequently reported in newspapers. Gregory and McLay refer to the clock 
tower and the Rest Room, along with the entrance foyer and the Kindercraft Day 
Nursery, as the ‘nooks and crannies in City Hall that became very familiar to the 
people of the city’.259 For interviewees, a trip ‘up the tower’ was one of two 
destinations within City Hall to which they most frequently referred as being both 
memorable and meaningful.  The Rest Room was the other.                                                    
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The tower clock  
 A week before the official opening of City Hall, an article summed up the interest in 
the clock tower, referred to the ‘latest attraction’, the clock itself, and predicted its 
public reception:   
 
 260 
 
In a study of public clocks in American cities and towns, McCrossen found, ‘during 
the late nineteenth century, governing officials came to understand that provision of 
the time was part of their limited mission,’261 similar to ‘the distribution of electricity, 
water, or telephone service, the distribution of time was considered a public 
utility.’262 She concludes, ‘the public clock was both an authorizing symbol for the 
state and an organizational procedure necessary for modern life.’263  How 
necessary a public clock in the City Hall tower was for organizing life in Brisbane 
was a matter of public debate. The clock was also the subject of much debate 
about cost, accuracy, and usefulness. Its striking and chiming provoked much 
debate about purpose and noise. However, over time the clock and its chimes 
became as Davison describes, ‘both the instrument and symbol of local time,’264 at 
least in the immediate city area. 	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In March 1922, under the headline ‘Our Clockless City’, a newspaper article 
described Brisbane as ‘shockingly unprovided with clocks, visible (and audible) to 
the ordinary unhurried citizen, or the more-unhurried visitor.’265 The article listed 
each of the city’s prominent clocks and provided an assessment of their value and 
associated problems. The Central Station tower clock was described as ‘not easily 
visible from lower-lying portions of the city;’ the South Brisbane Town Hall clock 
was deemed ‘perhaps the best and biggest all round the metropolis,’ but of limited 
value in its location across the river from the central business area; the Post Office 
clock was thought too low and ‘not visible from anywhere without a lot of walking 
and stretching;’ whilst a clock ‘on a tall iron standard, outside Heindorff’s, in 
Queen-street’ had ‘disappeared’. The Town Hall clock in Queen Street was 
considered ‘a very modest, but good, little clock’ but ‘too retired altogether to be of 
much service’ on the entrance to the Town Hall. A ‘good clock’ at Smith’s Corner 
was difficult to see, ‘unless you walk under the awnings adjacent;’ the Railways 
Department clock is ‘another badly-placed time-piece, and it generally disagrees 
with the few other clocks already referred to.’266   
 
The columnist expressed the hope ‘that the new Town Hall will have a clock which 
shall be seen and heard of all men; and so redeem Brisbane from the reproach of 
being a place wherein the light of time is almost unmarked and certainly not 
watched jealously.’267 Although a list of six prominent clocks could hardly be said to 
constitute a ‘clockless city,’ each had their problems according to the writer. Of 
note is the expectation that a clock in the ‘new town hall’ would relieve Brisbane of 
the reproach so keenly felt. Several weeks before City Hall opened to the public, 
The Brisbane Courier wondered which clock residents would look to for the official 
time (Figure 4.16). 
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Figure 4.16 Brisbane clock towers.  
Caption: When the clock is installed in the tower of the City Hall where will 
Brisbane citizens look for official time? Will it be the City Hall, the Central Station, 
the General Post Office, or the Tramway Office? Source: Brisbane Courier, 
February 19, 1930, 18. 
 
 
The ‘Music and Drama’ column of Queensland Figaro declared another reproach, 
‘Brisbane bears the reproach of being a chimeless city, and to those who love the 
sounds of bells, it is a distinct loss,’ and stated ‘let us at least hope that our new 
Town Hall will provide us with a clock to make melodious our hours of work and 
play, and with “Westminister Chimes,” please, Mr. Mayor.’268 Tenders were called 
for a chiming clock in June 1927, at an estimated cost of £4000 pounds. It was 
considered that the tower would look incomplete without a clock on each of its 
sides and that both the building and the city were worthy of a chiming clock. Mayor 
Jolly was reported as saying, ‘there was a tone of individuality about a city with 
chiming bells. If the chimes should prove a nuisance to persons sleeping at night 
time, arrangements could be made to switch them off at a certain hour.’269 Later 
Jolly was taken at his word when referring to possibility of alternative 
arrangements. The following year, an organised inspection for ‘business and public 
men’, of the casting of the clock dials at the works of Messrs. E. Sachs and Co. Ltd 	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in Brookes Street, Fortitude Valley, provided an opportunity for the Queensland 
Vice-President of the Chamber of Commerce, Mr. J. E. S. Plumridge, to highlight 
proudly that such work could be done in Queensland.270       
The clock chimes 
The clock chimes, ‘allowed the time to seep into places where the clocks could not 
be seen.’271 This writer, during childhood visits to the city, can recall the loud, 
clanging tones of the clock resonating around the city’s buildings and how the time 
could be known by counting along with the striking of the hour and listening out for 
the regular chimed updates in between. A personal encounter with the chimes is 
more eloquently described, in third person, by Matthew Condon in Brisbane:  
 
the first time he heard the massive clock strike the hour it felt like the start of 
his life…every time he looked at his handmade clock tower he remembered 
how the vibrations of the bell quivered through your body and how, as he 
understood later, that very moment in time, the time of your city, passed into 
you.272  
 
Whilst the light on the sphere at the top of the tower was said to be visible for 
twenty-five miles (40.23 kilometres);273 it was reported the chimes should be able 
to be heard five miles (8.04 kilometres) from the city at night.274 It was the capacity 
of a striking and chiming clock to ‘seep into places’ that provoked controversy well 
before the official opening of the City Hall. Letters to the editor provide evidence 
that public opinion was both strongly in favour of a chiming clock which was 
considered to be an asset to the city; and strongly against mainly because of noise 
concerns and also added expense. Some letters questioned the necessity of the 
noise at all, which it was contended would add significantly to an already noisy city 
area. After installation, suggestions and requests to stop the clock at various times, 
such as after 11pm or for various events such as concerts and church services, 
were also voiced in letters columns. Supporters of the chimes expressed hope that 
the aldermen would ignore the complaints and allow the chimes at continue at 
night.     
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Two weeks after the opening of City Hall, the overnight chiming of the clock proved 
too much for one irate resident who phoned Lord Mayor Jolly at home one 
morning: 
  275 
 
Less than a month after opening, it was reported that the Finance Committee 
would recommend to the City Council that the chimes and hour bell of the clock be 
shut down from midnight to 6am,276 but it would take four months to make a 
decision to that effect.  
 
More letters to the editor were published on the matter of the chiming and striking 
clock than any other issue related to the City Hall. Most were published under pen-
names suggesting that the correspondents desired anonymity. A few pen-names 
were developed to show wit or humour. The letters of one prolific correspondent 
from Auchenflower, ‘Barring Emory’, referred to earlier, provoked much response. 
Nine letters from ‘Barring Emory’ about the chimes were published between June 
1929 and May 1930, after which time the editor called a halt to correspondence on 
the matter. Four of the letters were published prior to City Hall’s official opening. 
The first referred to the Council’s moves to reduce noise in the city and questioned 
the usefulness of the clock. The letter provided an estimate of the number of 
watches and clocks in the city and foretold the impact of the clock’s noises on 
concerts at City Hall: 	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By a most diverting coincidence, the City Council is taking part in a 
movement to reduce unnecessary noise in the city, and, at the same tune, 
is arranging for the most unnecessary noise of all – the Town Hall chimes - 
to be produced ‘at an early date’. Nobody has yet informed us, on behalf of 
the council, what is the use of even a Town Hall clock, to say nothing of the 
hour-bell and chimes. At a modest computation, there are in Brisbane 
seventy-five thousand clocks and watches in use. There are four official 
clocks within the central area of the city. Approximately correct time is 
obtainable at every shop in town, on every tram running, and at every 
railway station. Where is the sense of extravagant expenditure on an 
additional clock? And why add to the babel of city noises the clamour of 
hour-bell and chimes? There will be 252 bell-strokes in 24 hours - 
averaging one every five and three-quarter minutes -  practically a 
continuous racket. During an average concert of two hours and a half, 
assuming that a start is made after the 24 strokes, signifying 8 o’clock, 
there will be 59 strokes, at an average interval of about two and a half 
minutes. Surely the persons responsible for this absurdity, must have 
forgotten that organ recitals and concerts will be held just underneath this 
persistent cacophony. Even if the costly clock, in its superfluous, ungainly, 
and ridiculous tower, were necessary (and nobody has so far shown that it 
is), our ears and nerves might have been spared the bell and chimes. The 
council claims to be able to predict the development of the city accurately in 
every particular, for all time to come, but has proved that it cannot build so 
simple a thing as a Town Hail without gross errors of judgment.277  
 
In another letter ‘Barring Emory’ reminded readers that the nervous citizen also 
had rights as a rates and tax payer and held that, ‘moreover, the more nervous 
citizens are the more intellectual and in the long run are of more value than the 
stolid and ruminant type.’278 The ‘Music and Drama’ column probably had ‘Barring 
Emory’ in mind when it accused ‘pessimistic people who foretell disturbances to 
their rest or interruption of their work when the new City Hall chimes ring out their 
message on the air’, of ‘putting on pattens to meet trouble.’279  
 
‘Acoustician’ wrote to enlighten those contributors, ‘totally unable to differentiate 
between noise and musical sound,’ with the former being ‘nerve-racking’ and the 
latter ‘isochronous’ and ‘soothing’ and advised ‘the City Hall clock-chimes, which 
are said to possess good tonal qualities and a low, mellow pitch, will therefore 
supply a much-needed nerve correction for the toilers and dwellers of the city.’280 
‘Barring Emory’s’ reply thanked ‘Acoustician’ but held that when ‘25 isochronous 
bell-notes announce 9 o’clock in the middle of one of Mr. Sampson’s pianissimo 	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
277 “Town Hall Chimes,” Brisbane Courier, June 19, 1929, 6.  
278 “City Noises,” Brisbane Courier, July 4, 1929, 11. 
279 “Music and Drama,” The Brisbane Courier, August 31, 1929, 25. The columnist  
     explained that a patten is a wooden sandal with an iron hoop attached to the sole to  
     keep the foot out of the mud. Someone who ‘put on pattens’ to walk outside when rain  
     was only threatened was thought to be looking for trouble.  
280 “The Clock Chimes,” Brisbane Courier, July 9, 1929, 3. 
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passages’ the effect will not be soothing.’ He quoted Rev. H. R. Haweis, ‘a not 
inconsiderable musical critic of a generation ago, [who] stated that there was not a 
properly tuned bell in the United Kingdom,’ and added, ‘I have not heard all the 
bells in Australia, but such as I know are not correctly tuned. There is no reason to 
suppose that the bells in the Town Hall monstrosity will be any better.’281 
 
A long letter from the office of John Taylor and Co, Bell Foundry, Loughborough, 
England, revealed it had received cuttings about the debate. The letter began:  
‘It would seem that quite a discussion is being carried on in your esteemed 
newspaper relative to the bells which we have sent out for chiming the hours in the 
new City Hall of Brisbane’ and proceeded to refute claims made by ‘Barring 
Emory’.282 The writer acknowledged that Rev. Haweis’ assertion may have been 
true once, but that the situation had greatly improved in the intervening period. 
Many specific examples of well tuned bells in Australia and elsewhere, supplied by 
the company, were listed and described in the letter, which stated those in 
Brisbane, ‘complete a very credible list of perfectly tuned bells in Australia.’283 The 
letter politely pointed out that it seemed as though ‘Barring Emory’ had not heard 
the bells listed and that ‘he’ might profit from doing so. It concluded that ‘he’ has 
condemned the bells before hearing them.284   
 
Undaunted, ‘Barring Emory’s’ letter, published after concerts commenced at City 
Hall, made vivid comparison of the hour bell with ‘a four-hundred gallon ship's tank, 
smitten savagely by a length of eighty-pound rail.’285 In some letters ‘Barring 
Emory’ provided examples of specific musical items affected by the chimes,  
the delicate close of Horsmann’s beautiful “Curfew” was utterly ruined, the 
second movement of the Mendelssohn sonata was marred and the 
repetition of Batiste’s Andante had to be suspended while the chimes and 
the hour bell had their noisy and unnecessary say.286   
 
The series of letters provoked others to contribute letters supporting or rejecting 
the criticisms, particularly after it was reported that Council had considered 
stopping the chimes overnight. Few letters directly supported ‘Barring Emory’s’ 
views, even after he or she revealed that when the wind was right, midnight 
brought the sound of the City Hall chimes and the South Brisbane clock chimes. 	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285 “City Hall Chimes,” Brisbane Courier, April 30, 1930, 3. 
286 “City Hall Chimes,” Brisbane Courier, April 16, 1930, 21. 
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That the two were not in agreement meant he awoke to hear ‘sixteen chimes, 
twelve hour-strokes, sixteen more chimes, and another twelve hour strokes, fifty-
six loud and unnecessary noises altogether.’287 ‘Trotty Veck’ wrote to support the 
chimes, intending that the letter be ‘a nod, a wink, and a hint to the insomnious 
complainant to take up his bed and seek slumber remote from the music of the 
bells’ and added; 
I refrain from asking the Lord Mayor to pull down and re-erect the City Hall 
in some distant sylvan fastness for the benefit of this sleepless grumbler, 
because our civic captain is already pledged to enough ardous [sic] work 
for any half dozen public men in the land. 288     
 
Two different views of the chimes were provided by ‘South Brisbane’, whose friend 
in hospital found the chimes kept her mind off her problems through the night and 
‘Visitor’ who was concerned what visitors would think: ‘the chiming of the bells 
during the day will certainly encourage tourists to take away a modernized idea of 
Brisbane, but if they are kept awake at night by the bells their impression of the city 
will be lessened.’289  
 
Many correspondents took the opportunity to air their own noise complaints. 
‘Jarring Memory’ held that ‘Barring Emory’ had achieved the cessation of the 
overnight chimes, and invited ‘him’ to Clayfield, ‘to eliminate the uproar arising from 
goods trains’ heard throughout the night and to arrange for the following, ‘noiseless 
motor cars’, ‘crowless fowls and barkless dogs’ and many others.290  A letter from 
‘Nervous Wreck’ of Taringa extended an invitation to ‘you “grousers” come along 
and sample our noises,’ after which ‘they would be very glad to get back to the 
musical chimes of our great clock’ in order to escape the ‘bellowing cows, bawling 
calves, howling and yapping dogs.’291 The letter concluded, ‘thank goodness I can 
get away for a respite by going to the city and listening to the musical chimes of the 
clock.’292  Randolph Bedford, journalist and Queensland parliamentarian, wrote a 
long column which began by referring to ‘recent and unjustified demands for the 
silencing of the clock,’ progressed to addressing the array of noises which 
concerned him and concluded: ‘let no man talk of noise until he has endured the 
up-to-date at home disturbances of jazz and the jazz hounds…an egotistical jazz 
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party in a first class residential area.’293  
 
Each letter provides insight into how the issue of the chimes was addressed by the 
public. Many claimed to speak for the majority of the public. ‘Carillion’ objected to 
the ‘effusions of a certain correspondent…couched in such an arrogant tone, and 
express opinions that are so much at variance with the great majority of the public 
that they become positively painful to peruse.’294 Another thought ‘Barring Emory’ 
was ‘one of those individuals whose one object in life is to find fault but never to 
praise; and entreated the Council to consider ‘the majority of ratepayers who love 
them.’295 Another held, ‘there are in this city too few chiming clocks, but the few 
that there are, are dear to the hearts of all lovers of music.’296  
 
Letters were received from visitors staying at hotels in the city, such as the one 
from ‘Visitor’, staying at Lennon’s Hotel, who found the chiming and striking ‘very 
nerve racking during sleeping hours and advised ‘in Sydney the postal authorities 
cut off both during those hours. Possibly it could be done here?’297 Neville Lyons of 
Lennon’s Hotel complained that the chimes inflicted ‘unnecessary hardship and 
severe inconvenience’ to ratepayers and visitors to the city.298 George Crowley, 
chairman of the City Mutual Life Office, in an annual address to policy-holders was 
optimistic about the city’s growth, but asked, ‘why, oh why, do you allow your 
citizens to be driven to nerve-fracture with the nightly clanging of your Town Hall 
clock? Is this the 20th century, or are we back in medieval times.’299     
 
Many residents cited their experiences of chiming clocks when living or travelling 
overseas and equated chiming clocks with the progress and sophistication of 
modernity, not the Middle Ages. ‘Albatross’, who ‘has visited most of the world’s 
largest cities’, accused ‘Barring Emory’ of ignorance by stating, ‘he could not for a 
moment expect any of Brisbane’s progressive citizens to agree with him’ and 
pointing out that the world’s largest cities had clocks with chimes and that the 
citizens of London are proud of the chimes of Big Ben, ‘simply because they are 
living in the ‘city of the worlds,’ and are advancing to the times.’300 ‘Lacon’ of 	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Wickham Terrace wrote: 
 
After 45 years of agitation the citizens of Brisbane have at last acquired a 
City Hall and appurteances [sic] of which they may feel pardonably proud, 
and as one of many who reside within a stone’s throw of that magnificent 
structure, I confidently trust that the Lord Mayor and colleagues will not be 
stampeded into the folly of silencing those beautiful chimes, nor the hour 
tolling bell during any period of the day or night at the behest of an 
infinitesimal minority.’301  
 
 
Some residents found the issue a source of amusement. Two Daily Standard 
cartoons commenting on the volume of the chimes were published on the front 
pages of their issues (Figures 4.17 and 4.18).  The City Hall clock was a feature, 
‘naturally’, of the University of Queensland’s Commemoration Day parade in May 
1930. A report noted that the lampooning of current issues was received with ‘great 
amusement’ by thousands of people that lined the streets to witness the 
procession. The students, 
 
displayed caricatures of public events which created great amusement, and 
kept a rippling stream of merriment amongst the spectators…naturally, the 
City Hall figured largely in the procedings, and it was a distinctly clever idea 
to have a model of the clock tower on a lorry, with some one perpetually 
cranking a handle, whilst the “crimes” rang out without stopping. It was a 
gentle reminder of the time when the clock refused to go “off strike” 
recently. Certainly it was considerate for the students to furnish the tower 
with a live ghost and an impoverished taxpayer glaring banefully at the 
whole structure.302  
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Figure 4.17 
Cartoon 
commenting 
on the effect of 
the chimes on 
city sleepers. 
Source: Daily 
Standard, April 
24, 1930, 1.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Figure 4.18 
Cartoon 
commenting 
on the effect of 
the chimes on 
city sleepers. 
Source: Daily 
Standard, May 
8, 1930, 1.   
 
 
‘Citizen’ found the letters about chimes an ‘amusing and interesting addition to your 
paper,’ and said that complainants will get used to the noise, advising, ‘the first 
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seven years is the worst.’303 ‘Elingarah’ added that the chimes appear to be saying, 
‘“We want more rates!” Now I understand why the council is averse to any 
cessation of the chimes at night.’304  
 
In the final letter of the series, ‘Barring Emory’ acknowledged, ‘the welter of 
annoyance, amusement, indignation, and surprise, in which various 
correspondents have expressed themselves in opposition to my representations 
about the City Hall chimes’, and pointed out that the money spent on the ‘Council’s 
wild extravagance’ and the annual upkeep of City Hall would have been better 
spent on improvements to the city such as tram stop shelters, footpaths and parks. 
The editor wrote at the bottom of the column: ‘This correspondence must now 
cease.’305                  
 
The Finance Committee’s recommendation to close down the chimes overnight 
was rejected by Council by fifteen votes to five in early May 1930.306 Alderman 
Campbell was reported as saying, ‘the proposal savoured more of country town 
ideas than the spirit of a big city.’307 Even the clock chimed in with its personified 
response to the debate published in the ‘Sidelights By “Ixion”’ column of The 
Brisbane Courier: 
 
Town Hall Clock. 
 
I am the clock, 
    Installed in the steeple 
To notify the people 
The hour of the day, 
To give 'em the timing 
In musical chiming; 
And now they say 
That I'm m the way! 
 
That I am nerve-wracking, 
And that I want sacking, 
Drum splitting! ear cracking! 
Much too penetrating 
And too enervating, 
Et cetera, they say! 
 
I keep folk awake in 	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306 “No Suspension,” Brisbane Courier, May 7, 1930, 14. 
307 Ibid. 
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The night time, they say? 
On concerts I break in, 
Asserting my sway 
As Master Vibrator, 
Air lord and dictator. 
Mussolini of music 
They'll have to get used to me, 
That's what I say! 
 
But still, there is one thing 
For which I am waiting -  
To be at my top when the Council's 
      debating -  
To drown in vibrations 
Their vane lucubrations, 
        And let 'em see 
        They can't silence me. 308 
 
 
The defiant stance of the ‘Mussolini of music’, the fact that the majority of aldermen 
supported retaining the chimes overnight, and the views of residents, for, or even 
against the clock chimes, all had little to do with the Council’s eventual decision to 
shut down the noise overnight. Council received advice from the City Solicitor Mr 
G.L. Byth over legal action threatened by city hoteliers. After consideration of the 
legal representations to the Finance Committee made by Lennon’s Hotel, the Hotel 
Windsor and the Albert Hotel, claiming the chiming and striking of the clock 
throughout the night had resulted in a loss of business, the Committee 
recommended the overnight cessation of clock chimes.309 On Tuesday September 
23rd 1930 the following notice appeared in The Brisbane Courier advising the 
chimes would be shut down each evening:  
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 310 
 
Many letters to the editor expressed regret at the council’s decision. ‘Ratepayer’, 
who claimed to speak for the majority, expressed amazement at how quickly the 
council had acted to shut down the chimes after threatened legal proceedings, 
even offered to contribute to a chimes’ fighting fund:  
 
I cannot believe that the council, with its almost despotic powers, can be 
forced to do what the majority of aldermen (and of the ratepayers, too – as I 
believe) do not want to do. I trust that they will pluck up the spirit, and, in 
spite of the legal opinion given to them, see whether the court can override 
their statutory powers. I, for one, will subscribe my trifle towards a chimes 
defence fund.311  
 
In contrast, delighted at the announcement of the chimes ceasing after 11pm, ‘Anti-
Chimes’, a night shift worker, suggested that they be stopped during the day as 
well in consideration of ‘day sleepers’, and noted: 
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The Town Hall clock is clearly visible, and most of us have watches. As the 
Lord Mayor is likely to consider the request of the night sleepers, I ask him to 
give favourable consideration to the plight of day sleepers, whose case is 
indubitably stronger.’312  
 
 
In response, ‘Echo’, self-described as ‘a ratepayer, and one with a fairly substantial 
interest in the city,’ took exception to ‘Anti-Chimes’’ request and reminded readers 
that the chimes cost a considerable amount of money. ‘Echo’s’ letter expresses a 
more nuanced attitude to issues about the City Hall and its clock, compared to 
other correspondents: 
 
[The money] could have been better spent than it was in either the erection 
of our clock or town hall. Nevertheless, let what's done be done, and look 
on to the bettering of our future. I contend in matters of this sort that our 
Lord Mayor ought to, consider the majority and not the few, and should he 
be of my opinion our city chimes will function both night and day. My 
opinion is that  the city chimes are necessary to the citizens of Brisbane, 
and that the benefit the greater majority derive by their announcing to them 
the time by night or day far outweighs the inconvenience a few persons 
suffer by the harmony of the striking or the melody of their chimes, even 
should that occur in the small hours of a winter's morning. I also must differ 
with your correspondent's opinion regarding the visibility of the clock, and 
feel some what disappointed  when compelled to admit our beautiful Town 
Hall, together with our chiming clock, are erected in the wrong part of 
Brisbane. The dial of that clock is of  very little use either in Queen-street or 
in many other parts of the city, and I  fail to see what benefit our clock would 
be either by night or day without its pleasing chimes.313              
 
 
A year after the opening of City Hall, one newspaper columnist also questioned the 
usefulness of the clock, asserting that for the majority of citizens the City Hall was 
a gigantic clock case, whilst acknowledging the fulfillment of ‘one of our greatest 
needs’:314 
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A news article and two letters bring a broader perspective to the issues of City Hall 
in relation to the economic climate and hardship experienced in the early years of 
The Depression. A Lismore paper held, ‘as a fine example of how easily obtained 
loan money was lavishly expended without thought of the future in the financial 
jazz days, the [Brisbane] town hall would be hard to beat.’315 ‘Barring Emory’ wrote:  
We have wasted a million and a quarter on a Town Hall fifty years beyond 
our needs. The interest on this, together with that upon other more useful 
facilities, constitutes a large proportion of the unduly heavy rate burden.  
Brisbane city must learn to confine its activities in more prosaic 
channels…In their private relations citizens have now to get on without 
many luxuries that they enjoyed not so long ago. The city must do the 
same, and content itself for a decade with the sober tasks of street-
cleaning, footpath making, and reducing its awful debts.316   
 
‘Another Selector’ from Winton, contributed a long letter outlining the hardships of 
life in the country for men, women and children and stated, in part:  
 
The city dweller probably has no conception of the hardships, the sacrifices, 
and, above all, the depressing suspense, that the men and women of the 
West are at present enduring, and in many cases have been for the past 
five years, but  I feel sure the “Courier” has more letters of complaint about 
motor noises, Town Hall chimes, smells, cockcrows, and similar trivialities 
than those from all those struggling against tremendous odds under 
breadline conditions in the far Western and North-Western districts.317   
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Unlike the clock, ‘Barring Emory’ could not be silenced on the matter of the chimes. 
In May 1932, ‘Medico’ claimed to have not read one letter on the subject of 
unnecessary noise about the town clock. The writer described the clock as 
‘undoubtedly the pride of Brisbane, but it was hardly installed before its night 
chimes were stopped for the sake of visitors to hotels, or, rather, through the 
objections of certain hotelkeepers.’318 Like many other correspondents, he or she 
referred to experiences of chimes in other places with no interruption to sleep and 
held that the greater problem is the interruption of speakers and musicians, at City 
Hall and other venues, who have taken time to prepare their material.319 The letter 
prompted one last letter from ‘Barring Emory’ which provides a brief summary of 
his or her previous correspondence on the topic and gives an insight into the 
writer’s view of the role of The Brisbane Courier in public debate: 	  
	  320	  
 
Five days prior to the official opening of City Hall, The Brisbane Courier stated, with 
the benefit of hindsight and probably to the astonishment of many of its readers: 	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 The erection of a new City Hall was discussed in Brisbane so long ago that, 
 considering the position in retrospect, it seems fortunate that no action was 
 taken, as the revenue of the old councils would not have permitted the 
 construction of a building that now would have been worthy of a capital of 
 Queensland.321 
 
The statement highlights one of the benefits of the amalgamation of councils under 
the Greater Brisbane Scheme – the capacity to undertake large and costly 
projects. It is also evidence that Ryan’s observation about the fickle attitudes of the 
public towards public buildings is applicable to the press as well.322 Remarkably, 
this view was expressed quite prophetically, much earlier in the souvenir booklet of 
the Prince of Wales’ visit in 1920, published in 1921:  
 
The delay then had worked to the permanent advantage of the community. 
We are now to have a structure full worthy of a great Australian 
metropolitan City as yet only in the initial stages of its development.323   
Conclusion 
During the construction phase the issues that attracted the most attention from the 
Brisbane public were primarily those concerned with the parts of the building that 
were the most prominent and which most obviously heralded its completion. They 
were also what would become the defining features of City Hall – the roof, the 
tower, the pediment statuary and the clock – and the features that proved to be 
most at risk from cost-cutting measures.  
 
Newspaper articles kept readers well informed about construction processes and 
materials. Evidence suggests that whilst ‘preference within the empire’ was an 
important consideration when purchasing materials and fittings, it was not always 
the policy adopted. Unlike the more contentious issues, the use of local technology 
and local materials received varying degrees of attention in the press, suggesting 
that The Brisbane Courier, on the matter of the City Hall, generally favoured 
focusing their reporting on a stoush over facts. 
     
Some editorials blame ratepayers’ apathy for City Hall’s increasing costs in their 
failure to collectively press councils for financial accountability. However, letters 
submitted by individual residents show a sense of ownership of the building and a 
willingness to express opinions, whether positive or negative, about the issues 	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
321 “Battle of Sites,” Brisbane Courier, April 3, 1930, 16. 322	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associated with it. More than any other issue, a sense of ownership was 
particularly keenly felt by those who expressed their views about whether or not the 
overnight striking and chiming of the clock should be retained.  
 
Despite many correspondents’ claims of speaking for the majority, the extent to 
which others agreed or disagreed or cared about the views expressed, and the 
views of those whose letters were not published, cannot be known at this distance. 
For example it cannot be known with certainty whether the issue of the clock 
chimes was the highly contentious one it appears to be, or whether the nature and 
volume of the comments simply reflects the type and number of letters selected for 
publication by The Brisbane Courier.  A variety of sources attest to way the 
construction phase captured the attention and imagination of onlookers who 
responded to the spectacle of the work done by crane drivers and men working at 
heights. The many visual sources that attest to the interest of the press and public 
during this phase are discussed further in Chapter 6.  
 
With construction completed (Figure 4.19), a building’s new phase begins, as 
noted by Ryan: 
The city hall was the product of nitty-gritty political struggle: its planning and 
construction required decisive collective action, severely tested the public 
will, and taxed the pocketbooks of notoriously niggardly citizens. Once 
constructed, the city hall yields a second and especially resonant kind of 
material evidence for historians.324  
 
 
 
Figure 4.19 The City Hall completed.    
Caption: Task accomplished. – In this picture (left to right) are Mr. W. T. Jack 
(inspector of works), Mr. G. G. Prentice (architect), the Lord Mayor (Alderman W. 
A. Jolly, C.M.G.), Mr. T. R. Hall (architect), and Mr. D. D. Carrick (contractor), 
standing beside the foundation stone of the new City Hall, laid by the Prince of 
Wales in 1910 [sic]. Source: Daily Mail, April 5, 1930, 17.  	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Chapter 5          Using City Hall 	  
Things go on inside buildings while buildings stand there passively. But 
buildings are themselves events. They are configurations in time as well as 
space; to hold their shape over time, they must be perpetually renewed by 
the rituals of daily use. Without paintbrushes, brooms and laughter, 
buildings shrivel up and die.325  
Introduction 
Statements which provide some evidence of the aspirations for the use of City Hall 
were discussed in Chapter 2. As building type, a town or city hall is imbued with 
symbolic meaning. How it will be used, if not explicitly stated, as discussed earlier, 
is generally understood. This chapter discusses how the City Hall was used and 
how its use was reported during its first decade of public use.326 
 
How City Hall was discussed, how it was used and by whom provides much 
evidence about its place in the city and its social meaning. Goodrich and Sampson 
contend that ‘places are produced and maintained through an array of social and 
cultural mechanisms that ascribe meanings and values to them.’327 The events and 
activities that went on in and around City Hall established it as a place of 
importance in a Brisbane life, for many residents, but not all. In the early use of City 
Hall, a narrow range of cultural influences reflected the cultural value system of the 
dominant class that occupied City Hall. Events scheduled for the three-day opening 
program and the first six weeks after opening, reflect the local social and cultural 
order. However, Brisbane was not a socially or culturally homogenous city. Nissan 
notes that although numbers of professional people and shopkeepers increased in 
Brisbane during the 1880s, the beginning of the 1920s saw ‘a new affluence for the 
middle and upper classes.’328 City Hall’s later usage reveals that a wider range of 
community events were held there that would have attracted audiences with more 
diverse interests. This diversity co-existed alongside the ‘society events’ that 
continued to be held there.  
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The third phase addressed by this study, the first decade of public use, provides 
evidence of City Hall becoming ‘the people’s place’. Although newspaper searches 
do not reveal that the phrase was used during the 1930s, the epithet would 
become attached to City Hall at a later date and be embedded in its contemporary 
over-arching narrative.  
 
The phase has the potential to reveal the extent to which City Hall would become, 
as predicted, the ‘centre of our city’s life’329 and ‘the heart of the city’ and whether it 
was an institutional decision to make it a place central to life in Brisbane. Although, 
what residents considered to be the ‘heart of the city’, geographically and 
symbolically, is not clear. In 1936 a letter to the editor which addressed the 
controversy over the site for a memorial to King George V, asserted the ‘heart of 
the city’, Albert Square, was the appropriate place for a memorial.330  Another letter 
from a Wickham Terrace resident in the same year made comment on a proposal 
to move the Post Office to Albert Square opposite the City Hall. The correspondent 
stated that the site was out of the way and inconvenient and that the current Post 
Office site was the heart of the city.331 Another view of the proposal, expressed in 
an editorial, highlights what was considered the proper place of the City Hall: ‘an 
irrelevant fantasy of selling stamps under the shadow of a million pounds town 
hall…the square is used as a rallying point and a meeting place on official 
occasions by citizens who do not wish to use the post office.’332 
The opening ceremony 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Figure 5.1 The key to the City Hall.  
Caption: At the official opening of the City Hall 
yesterday the Deputy Lord (Mayor Alderman A. 
Watson), on behalf of the aldermen and citizens, 
presented a gold key of the hall to the Lord Mayor 
(Alderman W. A. Jolly, C.M.G.)  
Source: Daily Mail, April 9, 1930, 11. 	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The invitations to City Hall’s opening ceremony were the first to be issued in the 
name of the Lord Mayor of the City of Brisbane. It was thought fitting ‘that the city 
should be raised to the dignity of a Lord Mayoralty before the occasion of one of 
the most important events in its history.’333 That City Hall was more than just a 
building occupied by council was a sentiment commonly expressed in opening 
ceremony speeches, as exemplified by an extract from the Governor of 
Queensland’s speech, reported the following day: 
 
334 
 
Lord Mayor Jolly’s speech stated that it was over ‘a quarter of a century’ since a 
new town hall was first suggested. He paid tribute to the early pioneers of 
Brisbane, which The Brisbane Courier’s editorial described as ‘justice’ for the early 
citizens of Brisbane and claimed that the Governor’s view of the emblematic status 
of City Hall was shared by all citizens.335  
 
It would be tempting to conclude that, even for a short time, the petty rancor that 
characterized the preconstruction and construction phases of City Hall was put 
aside for its opening ceremony, but that was not entirely the case. Each of the 
city’s newspapers published full page spreads, full of grand rhetorical statements of 
claims about the City Hall in the weeks leading up to and after the opening 
ceremony. On opening day, the editor of The Brisbane Courier declared that the 
battle of the sites was settled, but not without a final foray into the issue. The editor 
held that unlike other cities, such as Rome and Athens, visitors attending the 
ceremony will say, ‘that we have not known, so far as building is concerned, what 
to do with at least one of our eminences about the city’ and asked: ‘If a million 	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pounds had to be spent so that the civic centre might be deemed worthy of the city, 
why not have it built on a hill overlooking the river?’336 Although philosophically 
resigned to the situation, the editor continued regretfully: 
The civic home ought to be worthy of the city. Architecture has done what it 
could to erect an imposing building in an unimposing place, and it is too late 
now to do more than regret what might have been. It is more than thirty 
years since the first agitation for a new City Hall began. To-day the battle of 
the sites is over; the building is erected and ready for official opening. Let 
us take it as a dedication as a symbol of pride in the city, as an outward 
manifestation of the inward resolve to make this beautiful city still more 
beautiful.337 
 
In its report on the opening ceremony, The Worker stated the body of opinion 
holding that the City Hall should have been built on an elevated site was still 
considerable’.338 
 
One article, published in The Brisbane Courier well away from reports of the 
opening ceremony, showed that the occasion was not without amusement, at least 
for a few attendees: 
 
  339	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Three poems by recognized poets, Mabel Forrest, Emily Bulcock and Llywelyn 
Lucas, published for or around the time of the opening, reveal a depth of strong 
positive feeling for City Hall. They are full of admiration, awe and rhetorical 
grandeur, at the achievement of its construction. Mabel Forrest’s poem The City 
Hall, recited at the opening ceremony, refers to the building as being ‘built on 
foundations of a people’s love.’ It expresses a pastoral view of the site in its natural 
state visited by indigenous people, the view is then contrasted by the ‘magics’ of 
‘the white man’s brain’: 
 
The City Hall 
 
THIS is the grandeur that the people made,                                                                                                          
For where this building stands a quiet pool                                                                                             
Reflected soft white clouds within its blue,                                                                                                       
And shadows of green trees, and little flowers,                                                                                             
Nodding down banks where now the wide streets lie.                                                                                 
Here came the birds; and shy wild things                                                                                                                  
Of fur and feather mustered in the dusk,                                                                                                      
And black men wandered here with ochred spear,                                                                                       
And native women chanted by the fire.                                                                                                         
Was there among them one who dreamed of towers,                                                                                    
Of mighty walls, of arches and of steps                                                                                                              
So proud and wonderful? Of pillars marble-veined,                                                                                        
Of precious woods, of brass and copper curled                                                                                                 
To gracious shapes? Of flashing rays of light?                                                                                                    
Of all the magics that the white man’s brain                                                                                                
Would yet conceive and bring to excellence?                                                                                                  
Of the high call of music and of song?                                                                                                         
More sweet than those soft violins of wind                                                                                                     
The native men had heard among the hills?                                                                                                      
Of noble organ pipes that carried far                                                                                                                      
To the pathways of the birds a paean of sound?340 
                                                                      (lines 1-21) 
 
Emily Bulcock’s City Hall – A Dedication looks to the uses to which City Hall will be 
put and the future legacy of the building: 
  
 What changeful life the high-domed hall       
               will know! 
 Beauty and youth dancing gay nights  
               away; 
 Calm hours when Science lifts her lamp  
               aglow; 
 Or Music speaks, as only Music may. 
Oh souls unborn, new 'heritors of the  
       land 	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In those far years, in which we have no  
       part, 
This is our gift to you: These walls will  
       stand..341 
                                               (lines 31-43) 
 
Llywelyn Lucas’ untitled poem begins with personified expressions of the 
worthiness and dignity of the developing city that fittingly has a ‘stately hall’, 
concepts that were frequently referred to when describing City Hall. It concludes by 
expressing the positive effect of the building on those who work within it:  
 
Brisbane is a young queen, 
    And she is grown so tall,  
    It is fitting she have a sceptre 
    And her own stately hall.342 
                                        (lines 1-4) 
 
Beauty shall roof their calling, 
    On pillars straight and bright, 
    Of Brisbane be the city 
    Of lovliness and right. 
                                    (lines 13-16) 
A dignified setting 
Gieryn’s view that buildings ‘stabilise social life’ is of relevance when considering 
City Hall.343 It created and maintained a social life because of the public events and 
activities for which it became a venue and centre. From opening day, the City Hall 
added vitality to civic life and provided a dignified setting for events. The three-day 
opening celebrations included organ recitals, choral and orchestral concerts.344 
Many balls and concerts were held during the first six weeks after opening.345 
These events appear to reflect the local social and cultural order of a socially-
stratified town.  
 
For many it was a place to see and be seen. The repetition of names at the various 
‘society’ events held around the opening ceremony and other gatherings organized 
by the Lady Mayoress, suggests that City Hall was very well used by a small social 
set. Long lists of details of what women wore, which included the design, 
decoration, fabric type and colour of their dresses and hats, appeared in the social 	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pages of newspapers. The number of paragraphs dedicated to these descriptions 
frequently far exceeded the space given to the details of the event itself. A report of 
the reception held in the basement supper rooms after the official opening of City 
Hall, appeared in the ‘In the Social Sphere’ page of The Brisbane Courier the 
following day. The almost 3,000 word report contains approximately 2,300 words 
describing the dresses and hats of ninety-two women who attended the function.346  
 
An article entitled ‘Notes from the shops’ announced, ‘the season of gaiety will 
commence shortly with the opening of the Town Hall, and now it is time to make a 
choice of the new materials and styles so attractively displayed in the shops.’347 
Attending a musical matinee at City Hall during a spell of hot weather was likened 
to, 
entering another latitude to step from Albert-square, with its blaze of bright 
red cannas, into the deliciously cool depth of the marble entrance to the 
City Hall. And what a sight! A hall crowded with fashionably dressed 
women.’348  
 
The University’s Commemoration Day ceremony for the conferring of degrees, held 
in May 1930, ‘took on a new impressiveness’ in ‘the beautiful setting of the City 
Hall.’349 City Hall provided ‘stately dignity’ and an ‘ideal setting for the frocking of 
the fair sex’ for the Commemoration Day ceremony in 1934.350 In January 1934, 
‘The Women’s Realm’ in The Queenslander reviewed past royal visits, prior to the 
visit of Prince George later that year and drew on Byron to express, ‘on this 
occasion there will be one great advantage over previous events of the kind in the 
fact that the City Hall will be available, and no more appropriate or more dignified 
setting could be found for such an assemblage of fair women and brave men.’351  
 
The appropriation of the ‘dignified setting’ and ‘impressiveness’ of City Hall for 
events continued until its recent closure for restoration. An interviewee who had 
worked at City Hall noted that it was ‘chosen for functions for its beauty and old 
world look and really there was nothing else like it in the city and people wanted 
that look.’352 Another said, ‘people would just come in and have their wedding 
photos taken there even if their wedding wasn’t there. The building belongs to us - 	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it’s the peoples’ building and if they wanted their photos taken there they were let 
in. It was always said - this is the people’s place. We managed it but it doesn’t 
belong to us.’353 The advertisement promoting the booking of City Hall spaces after 
reopening, referred to at the beginning of Chapter 1, suggests the appropriation of 
the image and ambience, as well as the history, of City Hall is also considered 
desirable by future audiences.  
A decade of use  
Shortly after opening, City Hall began to be used for a wider range of purposes that 
attracted a wider variety of users. The broadened use is reflected in a range of 
popular events attended by thousands of people whose names were not recorded 
in the social pages. Trips to the tower and the use of the Rest Room, discussed 
later in this chapter, meant that hundreds of people began to use City Hall each 
week, in addition to official and scheduled events. A week after opening it was the 
venue for a citizens’ protest meeting (Figure 5.2). The meeting was attended by 
2,000 people who protested the City Council’s decision to allow theatres to open 
after 1pm on Anzac Day.354 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Figure 5.2 Notice of 
protest meeting to be 
held at City Hall 
Source:  Brisbane 
Courier, April 12, 1930, 2. 
 
In its first decade of use City Hall provided spaces for a broad range of purposes 
including: 	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• Entertainment - variety concerts, visiting artists’ concerts, balls, dances, 
pageants, eisteddfods, recitals, club rooms, children’s fancy dress balls and 
dances;  
• Education - lectures, demonstrations, displays, exhibitions, promotions, film 
screenings; 
• Fundraising - fetes, carnivals, displays, exhibitions, card parties; 
• Meetings and gatherings - political addresses and rallies, sectarian addresses 
and rallies, protests, public meetings, committee meetings, conventions; 
• Sporting - competitions, demonstrations; 
• Ceremonial - civic receptions, commemorative ceremonies, openings, speech 
days, awards days; 
• Electoral - polling booth; and 
• Legal - court room.   
 
Entertainment was the major use revealed in a sample of one hundred events held 
at City Hall during the 1930s that were analysed for this thesis.355 In addition to the 
entertainment provided by concerts and recitals; musical and elocution items were 
reported as being performed at lectures, film showings, the Golden Casket draw 
and fundraising activities, such as fashion parades and bridge afternoons. The 
notice advertising the protest meeting against the opening of theatres on Anzac 
Day indicates that organ music, songs and recitations would also form part of the 
program for the entertainment of the audience (Figure 5.2).   
 
The analysis reveals City Hall’s spaces were also used regularly for exhibitions of 
items such as royal robes, posters, sailing boats and works of art and craft and to 
promote the sales of cars, trucks, motorbikes and dressmaking course enrolments. 
The Concert Hall provided a versatile space with its flat floor and capacity to hold 
3,000 people.  
 
Reports of large crowds indicate that citizens were interested in local political 
matters, and also those in the state, national and international arenas. City Hall 
was a polling booth, a venue for demonstrating political and sectarian allegiance; 
and for protesting proposals and decisions at all three levels of government. 
Citizens attended meetings and listened to speeches on a range of matters 
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including electioneering and referenda matters, the worsening employment and 
economic conditions of the 1930s and the looming war situation.  
 
Some events that attracted large crowds during the 1930s included: a 4BC 
‘Christmas tree’ for 2,500 children in 1931; Premier Moore’s pre-election speech in 
1932 attended by 3,500 people; Golden Casket draws attended by thousands of 
people each week from October 1932; a Motor Show in 1936 attended by 20,000 
people; a 4QG community concert in 1937 at which Bernard O’Reilly spoke to an 
audience of 4,000; and a free exhibition of the Royal Coronation robes in 1938 
which attracted 76,000 attendees. City Hall was a popular attraction for residents 
and visitors during Show Week as evidenced by reports of receipts for visits to the 
tower. During that week attendance at a ball at City Hall could be had any night of 
that week.  
 
Reports note that lunchtime community variety concerts were popular, but 
lunchtime organ recitals faced discontinuance in July 1931. Many letters to the 
editor were written in support of retaining the recitals. One, from the President of 
the Taringa Progress Association, suggested recitals be provided free of charge 
because, 
It must be apparent to all that there are to-day many hundreds of good folk 
who cannot really afford the small sum of 6d or longer than 10 minutes or a 
quarter of an hour during the midday halt from work to listen and rest. 
Indeed there are very many honest men walking the pavements every day 
for no fault or reason that was within their control. These unfortunate honest 
citizens would welcome the opportunity to hear good music and I think that 
they are entitled to free entrance. Other large cities in the world possessing 
equally fine organs throw open their doors of their city halls during midday 
organ recitals and the multitude show their appreciation by crowded 
attendances.356  
 
Free events held during the 1930s attracted very large crowds. Articles about two 
free and chaotic events, a civic reception and a concert, shows that many people 
were keen to attend events at City Hall. When the Grenadier Guards marched 
through the streets to City Hall in 1934, 10,000 people gathered to watch and 
5,000 entered the Concert Hall. Many, expecting a concert rather than a reception, 
whistled, cat-called, stamped and interjected during speeches, according to one 
report.357 The free Jubilee Concert held in May 1935 saw hundreds of people rush 
the doors and occupy three hundred reserved seats (Figure 5.3). The rush was 	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
356 “Organ Recitals,” Brisbane Courier, July 3, 1931, 11. 
357 “The British Grenadiers,” Courier-Mail, November 20, 1934, 14 and 16.  
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likened to ‘a mob of stampeding cattle,’ after attendants opened the doors prior to 
the arrival of on-duty police.358 Another article, although not supportive of those 
who swept aside the ushers, pointed out, ‘the City Hall belongs to the ratepayers 
and, especially on an occasion such as this, there should be no “reserved” seats, 
except those for the Governor and his suite’ and accused those responsible for 
reservations of ‘snobbishness’.359  
 
 
Figure 5.3 Notice for the Grand National Jubilee Concert, 1935. 
Source: Courier-Mail, May 22, 1935, 2. 
 
The promotion of health through the establishment of the diphtheria immunization 
clinic in July 1931, under the control of the City Medical Officer, Dr. G. W. F. Paul 
and Brisbane’s first Health Week in April 1933, proved to be very successful and 
well patronised initiatives with City Hall as the venue for both. ‘People of the city 
thronged to the Town Hall in their thousands’ during Health Week to see displays, 
information booths and lectures that educated the public on health and welfare 
topics with entertainment provided by afternoon organ recitals and by Boy Scouts 
and Cubs at night.360 
 
Marion Steele provided free meals for women and girls in the basement of City 
Hall, for a nine-month period from June 1931 to its closure on April 1 1932.361  
Known as ‘Miss Steele’s Soup Kitchen’ it then moved to premises, provided by the 
Council, in Adelaide Street pending a permanent site. In the nine months it 
	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
358 “Amazing Scenes in City Hall,” Courier-Mail, May 25, 1935, 13. 
359 “That Town Hall Scramble,” Queensland Figaro, June 1, 1935, 3.  
360 “Thousands Throng Town Hall,” Brisbane Courier, April 6, 1933, 13.  
361 “Miss Steele’s Soup Kitchen,” Brisbane Courier, April 2, 1932, 16. 
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operated at City Hall, the soup kitchen provided 20,157 meals.362 A Christmas 
dinner provided in 1931 at City Hall catered for 120 unemployed women and girls 
and 200 children.363  
 
An explanation for the closure of the soup kitchen does not seem to appear in The 
Brisbane Courier. The Townsville Daily Bulletin was more forthcoming, revealing 
that Miss Steele had been asked to vacate the building previously. The article gave 
the explanation that council clerical staff and visitors to the City Hall had 
complained about cooking smells.364 It provided the following example,  
 
one delicate lady member of a deputation to the Mayor is stated to have 
been overcome by a concentrated onionic perfume from a copperful of Miss 
Marion Steele’s hunger allaying preparation… [commenting]… and so no 
further healthy whiff of life giving stew will interfere with the tender stomach 
sensitiveness of the City Hall staff…Miss Steele has been provided with an 
empty building in Adelaide Street, far from the City Hall and its pernickity 
population.365  
 
 
Who did not use City Hall at this time is more difficult to discern, but it is likely that 
many people did not because of the cost of events as evidence by the letter from 
the  President of the Taringa Progress Association referred to above. Within a 
week of the opening, a correspondent complained about the cost of concerts and 
suggested they be halved in ‘these extremely hard times’: 
 
	  366	  
	  
	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
362  Ibid. 
363 “Unemployed Entertained,” Brisbane Courier, December 26, 1931, 16.  
364 “The Power of Smell,” Townsville Daily Bulletin, April 6, 1932, 10.  
365  Ibid. 
366 “City Hall Concerts,” Brisbane Courier, April 11, 1930, 10. 
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With the approach of war, City Hall was the venue for a recruiting rally at which the 
Minister for External Affairs, ‘Billy’ Hughes spoke in December 1938 and meetings 
such as those held to establish the Women’s National Volunteer Register in March 
1939; the organisation of a register of women available for emergency service 
work; and the Australian War Comforts Fund general committee meeting in 
September 1939. An area in the basement served as a clubroom for servicemen 
(Figure 5.4). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Figure 5.4 Clubroom 
for servicemen. 
Source: Courier-Mail 
December 16, 1939, 
3. 
 
 
 
In an excerpt from the ‘Speaking for Women’ column, published in The Courier-
Mail towards the end of 1949, columnist Winifred Moore reveals her view of City 
Hall, after two decades of public use. It reveals the purposes for which it was used 
at the time and provides insight into what she believes is it means, or should mean, 
to Brisbane people. She holds it is merely ‘accepted’, even taken for granted by 
residents and is more deserving of the ‘grateful attention’ of those who may have 
forgotten its appeal. Reporting that the conductor of the Queensland Symphony 
Orchestra had said the City Hall was its spiritual home, Moore added: 
  
I think few Brisbane people, however, realise that the big building with its 
 tower as landmark, is a home in many other ways. Let's make a list of all  
the people for whom it provides something: — 
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• Music-lovers who cannot afford high prices. Free civic concerts and 
organ recitals. 
• Men and women seeking information: Scientific exhibitions, free 
lectures by celebrated people. 
• Welfare workers: Space for meetings where they can make their work 
known and learn about others. 
• Parents: Free immunisation against disease for their children. 
• Children: The Kindercraft Day Nursery, where the charges only just 
cover expenses. 
 
Yet as we come and go we miss a lot of the beauty of the building. Outside 
are the palms and crotons, the handsome pattern of the monstera deliciosa 
as it clothes the Adelaide Street wall with green. Inside are the stained 
glass windows, well worth study, the mosaics on the main stairway, and 
many fine architectural details. Altogether the City Hall deserves the 
grateful attention of the citizens instead of mere acceptance as a matter of 
course.367 
 
The broad uses outlined by Moore show that after City Hall’s wartime role was 
shed, little had changed from its uses in the 1930s, except for the addition of the 
Kindercraft Day Nursery. Cole notes, that by the end of the 1940s the building was 
too small to serve its roles as ‘Council's administrative headquarters, civic 
auditorium, and cultural repository’ and could not ‘adequately fulfill the public 
function for which it was really intended.’368  
The million pound town hall 	  
	  	  369	  	  
With final cost of City Hall known, the expression ‘million pound town hall’ came 
into its own as an epithet that served two opposing purposes. Some commentators 
employed it positively to indicate pride in an edifice worthy of the city; others found 
it useful to negatively highlight economic waste, unwarranted extravagance, 
neglect of the basic needs of ratepayers and the level of the city’s debt, as in the 
quip above from the ‘Sidelights By “Piripi”’ column. 	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
367 “Speaking for Women,” Courier-Mail, December 7, 1949, 10.  
368 Cole, Shaping a City, 250. 369	  Sidelights By “Piripi”, Brisbane Courier, May 27, 1933, 18.	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Two views published at the time of the Duke of Gloucester’s visit to Brisbane in 
December 1934 illustrate both uses of the expression – the first from a columnist in 
The Queenslander and the second, a letter from a resident of Indooroopilly to the 
editor of The Courier-Mail: 
Our million pounds town hall looks more lovely than ever flood-lit and gay 
with flags and bunting.370  
 
I am glad that the civic authorities had the good sense to hold up the 
advertisements of these sales [of property for arrears of rates] until after our 
Royal visitor had left these shores, otherwise I am afraid he would have left 
Brisbane with the impression that our 'million pound Town Hall' was like a 
whited sepulchre, and our civic dignitaries were empty froth and bubble.371  
 
The following view may be a more accurate explanation of the opinion many 
residents held about the City Hall and its meaning and value to the city, once they 
became resigned to its costs:  
The harassed tax payer has some grounds for declaring that the million 
pound City Hall is 100 years before its time, but if it represents an ideal in 
citizens’ aim to build more worthily in the future, it is worthwhile.’372  
 
The epithet was also used, as unemployment worsened, to highlight the economic 
gap between those who were unemployed and seeking permission to pitch a tent 
and their representatives enjoying the ‘luxurious surroundings’ of City Hall with its 
‘lavish appointments’:  
 
Relieving the Unemployed! 
 
In its magnificent million-pound  
    Town Hall 
  The Brisbane Council sat 
Pondering ponderously 
   Over this and that 
With a superlative dignity and oppres- 
          sive omniscience 
   Befitting its lavish appointments and 
          its luxurious surroundings. 
 
Came there a question of supreme civic 
           import- 
An issue demanding almost super- 
         human prescience; 
   It was this: 
 
An unemployed man, capable and com- 	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
370 “Gossip from Brisbane,” Queenslander, December 6, 1934, 36. 
371 “Sales for Arrears of Rates,” Courier-Mail, December 15, 1934, 10. 
372 “Brisbane and Suburbs,” Courier-Mail, April 22, 1936, 9. 
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           petent, 
   But unable to find work- 
Sick and tired of pacing the streets 
    And eating his heart out 
In the vain pursuit of an elusive job, 
   Anxious to conserve his few remain- 
         ing pence, 
Humbly solicited leave to pitch a tent 
    On idle land 
    At Nudgee Beach. 
 
Received with momentous misgiving, 
    Dubiousness, hesitation, suspicion, 
Fearful that the request might be 
           loaded, 
And that approval might mean a pre- 
          cedent, 
Even the emptying of Davies Park. 
 
Finally approving, deciding to forego 
          rent, 
   With munificent charitableness, 
But with ponderous headshaking, 
    Misgivings, and platitudinous predic- 
            tions, and warnings 
That there must needs be a limit to 
          such liberality, 
On account of the state of the finances. 
Passing on to the next business 
With the unctuous mien 
Of one who has performed a charitable 
          act 
And expects to read about in next 
          morning's paper.373 
 
 
An editorial in Queensland Figaro in October 1930 appeared under the headline 
‘Save Us From Our Friends.’ It claimed that Brisbane, ‘according to latest 
information available, is the highest-rated [city] in the world,’ because Council, 
‘whooped it up’ and ‘dashed the expense’ since the formation of Greater Brisbane, 
including  
spending, £1,000,000 on City Hall and described Brisbane as ‘the most 
extravagant city in the British Empire.’374 The editor used the expression, ‘What’s a 
million?,” an expression that was sometimes paired with ‘million pounds town hall’ 
and used in jest when referring to the cost of City Hall.375    	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374 “Save Us From Our Friends,” Queensland Figaro, November 22, 1930, 3.   
375 The expression “What’s a Million?” can be attributed to John Forrest when he was  
     Premier of Western Australia in the 1890s. He used the expression when the costs of  
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A new visual experience  
In her critical evaluation of scenic lookouts, Tudor held, ‘it is the promise of the 
lookout that the facilitated visual experience will be spectacular – aesthetically 
awe-inspiring and thoroughly photogenic’ and concluded that for residents, the 
view from the lookout frames the place they consider home and becomes part of 
their personal history.376 The City Hall clock tower as a destination was brought up 
by most interviewees, particularly in terms of their first visits to City Hall in 
childhood. Some considered it to be an important part of their identity in Brisbane. 
Many vividly recalled visits to the tower describing them in terms of the sensory 
experiences of the thrill of the ride in the lift and climbing the ‘rickety stairs’, the 
sight of the city when they reached the top and the sound of the chimes.  
 
Listening has been described as a ‘communal experience defined by the sense of 
place,’377 which helps to describe how the chimes have become aural markers of 
the city. Several interviewees recalled their tower experiences were shared with 
others and described the thrill of hearing the clock chime when they visited the 
tower. One, who worked at City Hall, noted: 
 
The lift was operated by two extremely nice elderly gentlemen who loved 
their job of taking people up the lift to the open decks at the top of the clock 
tower.  They were a hive of information and knew all the facts and figures 
relating to everything City Hall. We would love taking our lunch up there and 
watching the city from high above. The chiming on the quarter hour and 
whole hour was an added excitement – a special bonus.378  
 
One interviewee, who came to Brisbane from Western Queensland in 1938 at the 
age of eight, noted that a trip to the top of the tower was a shared family 
experience. It was, ‘a great treat for our family to go up in the lift and stop at the 
back of the clock face, go to the stairs and climb to the top and hear the chimes.’379  
 
The report of the City Council meeting held on June 9th 1930, reveals that formal 
arrangements to ascend the tower were an afterthought. It was noted that requests 	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for tower visits were so frequent that Council staff and visitors were 
inconvenienced by the lack of regular times.380 Proposals for the allocation of hours 
for visits; charges of 6d. for adults and 3d. for children; and the engagement of a lift 
attendant were adopted by Council, despite objections from some aldermen that 
the charges were ‘mean’ and ‘not in keeping with the dignity of the city.’381  
Alderman Keogh pointed out that the tower was a good advertisement for the city 
and that children travelled free of charge on trains and trams; but his motion that 
children under 14 have free admission to the tower was defeated.382  
 
Reports of takings for tower visits give an indication of the activity’s popularity. In 
the first ten years of operation takings were between £950 and £1,300 each year. 
Visitors for the 12-month period ending June 30 1931, the first year of operation, 
numbered 47,679 adults and 5,534 children.383 The Brisbane Courier reported the 
charges totalled £1261, which ‘made it a good source of revenue’ for the 
Council.384 Included in the total was £114 paid by ‘about 5000 persons’ who made 
the trip to view the city during Exhibition Week in August 1930, which established a 
weekly record and a daily record for the £38 taken on Wednesday that week.385  
 
Whilst at the lookout, the temptation to leave their mark on City Hall was too great 
so some. The Lord Mayor expressed concern about disfigurement of columns at 
the observation point from some visitors writing or scratching initials, names and 
addresses on the stone and that he proposed to have enquiries made.386 At the 
end of August, five months after opening, it was noted that hundreds of names had 
been inscribed on stone and steel work and that the matter had been referred to 
the Criminal Investigation Branch.387 The following month it was reported that some 
offenders had been contacted by the Council and asked why they should not be 
prosecuted; with the result that several apologies were received, but no further 
action was taken.388  
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Exhibition Week each year saw increased visitor numbers to the tower. A City 
Council invitation to visitors in 1932 outlines the features of City Hall considered to 
be of most interest to them: 
 
  389 
 
In March the following year it was reported that numerous sightseers had 
suggested a telescope be installed at the tower’s observation point. Council did not 
favour the proposal because of costs. It was considered that the existing 
arrangements, by which glasses could be hired from the attendant, were 
sufficient.390 By June, the ‘latest tourist attraction,’ a slot telescope had been 
installed at no cost to Council, by Brisbane optometrist Charles Sankey Fraser391 
(Figure 5.5). Sightseers could use the telescope, ‘the first of its kind in Australia’, 
for three minutes for 6d.392 A year later the offer of a penny-weighing machine for 
installation at the observation area was made. The Australian Scale Company 
attempted, unsuccessfully, to interest the Council in the plan by claiming that 
visitors would pay a penny ‘to find how much weight his presence added to the 
building.’393   
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Figure 5.5 The City Hall 
telescope.  
Caption: A visitor viewing the 
City of Brisbane through the 
automatic telescope, which 
has been installed on the 
tower of the City Hall. 
Source: Brisbane Courier, 
June 13, 1933, 14. 
 
 
 
Exhibition Week 1933 provided the best figures to date of £166 because tower trips 
were available each day from 8.30am to 10pm.394 The following year the Brisbane 
correspondent to the Central Queensland Herald noted that the tower was the 
redeeming feature of the ‘expensive luxury’ and claimed that many ratepayers 
agreed:  
The most profitable feature of our “Million Pounds” City Hall is its tower. 
Mostly the hall is an expensive luxury. It may be treasonable to utter such a 
sentiment, but at least it is true that a great many people - more especially 
ratepayers - think it. However, the big tower, with its gorgeous scenic view 
of the city, is the Mecca of thousands of visitors. Last year the receipes 
from the sixpences visitors paid to ascend the life [sic] totalled nearly £1000 
– to be exact £929 3s. 9d. – contributed by 39,314 sightseers, only 4293 of 
whom were children. The aggregate revenue shows a drop of over £400 
compared with the takings the first year the tower was thrown open to the 
public.395   
 
 
In 1939 it was reported that the tower attracted 20,000 visits annually.396 One 
columnist noted its popularity despite concerns about the marketing of the tower 
experience and held that: 
 No tourist agency, so far as I know, shouts from the housetops, or from the 
 printing presses, about the views to be seen from the tower of Brisbane’s  
 Town Hall. But the sightseers appear to hear all about the place, and every   
         year they flock there in their thousands.397   	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The Rest Room 
Lord Mayor Jolly in an address to the Brisbane Women’s Club in March 1926 
announced, 
 I think the time has arrived, when we should make some provision in the 
 busy part of our city for rest rooms for women and children. I propose to 
 recommend to the council that a start be made by the establishment of two 
 rest rooms - one in the heart of the city, and the other in the Valley. I think a 
 very suitable position for one of these rooms would be in the new Town  
Hall, and a most suitable site could be secured at the corner of Albert and 
 Adelaide streets on the ground floor. The new City Hall will be one of the 
 most notable buildings in the Commonwealth, and, I venture to say, could 
 not be put to a more noble purpose than that of providing a room where the 
 tired mothers and babies can rest a while from the rush and bustle of our 
 busy streets.398  
 
By May that year, the City Council Works Committee and the City Architect had 
considered the Mayor’s proposal and announced that a rest room would be housed 
where the Lord Mayor intended.399 At the opening of the Rest Room on May 1 
1930, the Lord Mayor stated, ‘this building is one of the most magnificent in the 
Commonwealth, and this particular portion could not be set apart for a better 
purpose than for the comfort of women and children.’400 Just prior to his retirement, 
the Lord Mayor noted at the annual meeting of the metropolitan branch of the 
Queensland Country Women’s Association in February 1931, that the town hall 
rest room was established on his recommendation, and it was ‘so popular that it 
was patronized daily by hundreds of people.’401 In its first year of operation, the 
Rest Room was used by 88,248 women and 14,708 children.402  
 
The two photographs below (Figures 5.6 and 5.7) appeared in the same edition of 
Queensland Figaro in April 1930 - the Lady Mayoress’ Reception Room on page 2 
and the Ladies Rest Room on page 19. If the contrast between the appearances 
and appointments of the spartan, basement Rest Room and the Lady Mayoress’ 
Room in the style of Louis XV with ‘tones of Wedgwood blue’403 was noticed, it 
does not seem to have been noted in the press. An earlier cartoon in The Worker 
highlighted that the cost of furnishing the Lady Mayoress’ room would be borne by 
ratepayers, but the room would not be available for them to use (Figure 5.8).  
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402 “Town Hall Rest Room,” Brisbane Courier, September 5, 1931, 10.  
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Figure 5.6 The Rest Room two weeks prior to opening.  
Caption: Rest Room for women and children. Corner of Albert Square and 
Adelaide Street. Source: Queensland Figaro, April 19, 1930, 19.  
 
	  
Figure 5.7 The Lady Mayoress' Reception Room. 
Caption: The Lady Mayoress’s Reception Room 
Source: Queensland Figaro, April 19, 1930, 2. 
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Poster reads: 
Specifications for the 
furnishing of the 
Mayoress’s room. 
 
Ratepayer:  Do you 
call this economy? 
City Council: Ah! it is 
a necessity. 
Ratepayer: A 
Mayoress! 
Costly furniture! 
Do we need it? 
 
City Council: It is for 
the use of the 
Mayor’s wife. 
 
Ratepayer: Oh! 
We don’t use it! 
Don’t even see it! 
Where do we 
come in? 
Notice reads: 
Bill to 
ratepayer 
Furnishing 
Mayoress’s 
Room 
£440.10.0. 
 
City Council: 
This is where 
you come in. 
Pay up! 
 
 
Quotations for the furnishing of the Mayoress's rooms at the City Hall were 
submitted to the Brisbane City Council...That of John Hicks and Co., at £355 4s., 
was for a comparatively simple but effective scheme and that of F. Tritton and Co., 
Ltd., at £884 11s. 6d., was for an elaborate one…The quotation accepted, which 
was from a third firm, was, as stated yesterday, £440 10s. "Brisbane Courier."  
 
 
Figure 5.8 A cartoon on the furnishing of the Lady Mayoress’ reception room.  
Source: “Billy Muggins Does a Bit of Furnishing,” Worker, July 10, 1929, 8.  
 
 
Long columns in newspapers give insight into both the need for and the appeal of 
the Rest Room, as well as its staffing arrangements. A column in The Cairns Post, 
published shortly after the room was opened reveals that a soldier’s widow was 
installed as caretaker.404 In The Queenslander’s ‘Women’s Realm’ column, 
‘Drusilla’ advised her country readers attending the Exhibition that they, ‘should not 
fail to pay a visit to the women’s rest rooms at the Town Hall’.405 Her review gives 
an insight into the appeal of the room and how it was used and managed three 	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months after its opened, 
If they have an hour or two to wait for trains, spare time between 
appointments, or are feeling weary because of the unaccustomed city 
pavements; if they have too many parcels, or they want to write a letter, or 
telephone home – this conveniently situated room on the ground floor of the 
hall will satisfy all their needs. Imagine a long, airy room, well furnished with 
lounges, easy chairs, and tables, and modernly-equipped toilet rooms, all 
spotlessly clean. When I visited it one morning last week, I found the room 
gay with pot plants, and there were vases of fragment [sic] sweet peas on 
every table. It was pleasant to see how popular the room is, for tired 
mothers and their children were resting there; elderly ladies placidly knitting 
and sewing, others writing letters, and visitors were coming and going 
constantly. Not the least attractive feature of the rest room is the smiling, 
cheerful personality of the attendant, whose chief aim is obviously to render 
all assistance to her visitors, and to keep the rooms looking their most 
attractive. Her task is no sinecure, for her visitors number several hundreds 
daily. Writing material is procurable at nominal cost, and a very small fee is 
charged for minding parcels. In short, the women’s rest room is a 
thoughtfully planned and excellently managed comfort for women visitors to 
Brisbane. 406 
 
Interstate newspapers also featured columns about the Rest Room. “Sally” in 
Adelaide’s Chronicle, informed her readers about her visit to the City Hall: 
The City Hall in Brisbane is a beautiful building surrounded with lawns and 
flower beds. Green lawns and red cannas make a vivid splash of color in 
front, and on the shady side monsterios and tree ferns are planted 
alternately against the wall, with hydrangeas in front of them. Handy to the 
street is a well-kept rest room for women and children, furnished with small 
tables and chairs, wicker chairs and lounges. One can procure tea and 
biscuits, and writing materials, use the phone, and leave parcels. It is 
always cool and generally well filled with flowers. One day when I went in 
the place was seemed to be filled with azaleas. Going in by another 
entrance one takes a lift to the top floor, crosses the roof and enters the 
tower lift. This takes one up past the clock to a platform, from which a good 
view is obtained of the city and suburbs, the river and shipping.407   
 
That the Rest Room was well used, suggests that it fulfilled a very important social 
need that shaped its social meaning for women and children. It also highlights the 
absence of similar facilities in the city at the time, particularly for women who could 
not afford or lacked the social connections for club membership. One comment 
reveals that women meeting in the street and lingering too long risked being moved 
on for loitering. A Courier-Mail article from 1936 reported that the Rest Room was 
very well patronized by ‘busy shoppers, mothers with children, business women, 
school girls, and other feminine passers-by.’408 In a similar vein to the excerpt 	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407 “”Sally” Describes Tropical Beauty of Queensland’s Coast,” Chronicle (Adelaide),  
     November 21, 1935, 54. 408	  “Town-tired Women Find a Place to Rest,” Courier-Mail, September 24, 1936, 24. 	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above from ‘Druscilla’, the columnist observed the people in the room and their 
activities and concluded, ‘taking the room at its real value, town-tired women are 
here to rest.’409 Also outlined are the benefits of the room as a club-like place 
where women, after meeting in town, could continue their conversation ‘without 
hearing the entreaty of some representative of the law to, ‘move on, please!’ and 
where those who did not belong to a club could meet and talk, sit down after 
shopping or work in a place without the expense of ‘too frequent visits to the tea 
shop.’410  
 
Another benefit was experienced by a woman who described the Rest Room as a 
haven where she would go until late at night to escape an unhappy home situation. 
In a divorce hearing at the Supreme Court she stated, ‘I would go to the Town Hall 
rest room and remain there hours on end, talking to different people to occupy my 
mind, because I was nearly silly.’411  
 
Letters to the editor reveal that patrons began to take ownership of the Rest Room 
by making suggestions about opening hours, the service of food and drinks and the 
appearance of the room. After several years, with the Rest Room showing the 
effects of its popularity, perhaps familiarity bred some contempt. Columns and 
letters to the editor suggested improvements such as more comfortable seating 
and light meals served by attendants and that maintenance be done.412 One 
columnist acknowledged the benefits of the room but questioned how ‘cheerful’ the 
iron-barred windows were, the lack of outlook and the artificial lighting, particularly 
for women who used the Rest Room after working in enclosed offices each day.413 
An article in 1938, reveals a litany of complaints about ‘hard benches along stone 
cold walls and equally hard-backed seats…dingy, green-topped tables...cheerless 
room [that] cries loudly for paint…chipped and shoe marked border…dark concrete 
steps, liberally sprinkled with paper bags and odd bits of paper’ noting, ‘although 
Brisbane spent £1,000,000 on the Town Hall much could be done to improve the 
women’s rest room.’414 In the same month a letter to the editor noted, ‘the room 
lacks a cheerful atmosphere’ and suggested that red painted tabletops, pottery 
vases to replace plain vases, artificial flowers to replace garden flowers and a few 	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  409	  Ibid.	  
410 Ibid.  
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’bright pictures’ would be appreciated by the ‘numbers of young girls who lunch 
there, and pleasant home scenes would be appreciated by them.’415   
 
The room was initially open each weekday from 9.30am to 5.30pm and from 
9.30am until noon on Saturday.416 Requests for extensions to opening hours were 
frequent to enable greater use of the space. The League of Women Voters called 
for an extension of hours past 5pm to enable ‘business girls’ to use the facilities 
after work and before attending evening events.417 By 1942 the rest room was 
open from 8am to 11pm Monday to Friday and from 9am to 8.30pm on Sundays 
with average daily attendance on weekdays 850 and 350 on Sundays.418  In July 
1949, when Mrs. Alderman White renewed calls for a rest room in the Valley 
(recommended by Lord Mayor Jolly in 1930), it was reported the attendance figure 
at the City Hall Rest Room was 444,292 during the previous 11 months,419 which is 
on average over 40,000 visits each month. 
 
Interviewees held fond memories of visits to the Rest Room as a safe place, a 
haven and somewhere out of the ordinary that they did not experience anywhere 
else. They frequently referred to visits to the room that they remembered from 
childhood.  
One interviewee felt that visiting the Rest Room was,  
 always lovely, like going back in time. It was always a bit special...it always 
 felt comforting – a bit like your aunty was making you a cup of tea. My 
 daughter would stop there on the way to or from school if she needed to  
wait for a while or go to the toilet. She knew it was a safe place to be.420 
 
Another recalled visiting the Rest Room on occasional visits to Brisbane from the 
Sunshine Coast: 
We used to live in Caloundra so coming to Brisbane was a big deal…I 
remember going downstairs to the restroom...I just remember ladies being 
at the door. It was quite fancy and a really amazing experience. You know 
I’d never experienced anything like that before. As a little kid it was quite 
different having that experience.421    
 
Another recalled the visits to the room as a regular activity she did with her 
grandmother, ‘You know when you were walking around town it was a quiet place 	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to sit. My grandmother used to take me there. You’d have your cup of tea and 
watch the people .. gather your strength for the rest of the day in town.’422  
 
Dickory, Dickory, Dock – children’s experiences of City Hall 
 
 
 
Figure 5.9 A model of City Hall  
Caption: The fingers of the blind children have worn the paint off this model of the 
Brisbane City Hall. Source: Sunday Mail, June 25, 1939, 12.  
 
Much evidence of how children experienced City Hall is contained in newspaper 
reports of the many events held for their entertainment, education and well-being 
and in the columns published for children. The analysis of one hundred events held 
at City Hall and other advertised events reveals a significant number were held 
specifically for children, including fancy dress balls, radio parties, concerts and 
‘Christmas Trees’ (Figure 5.10).423 ‘Christmas Trees’ provided entertainment and 
featured the distribution of toys and cakes to children from families affected by 
unemployment. Many were organized by radio stations, notably 4BC which was 	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launched by John Chandler, later Lord Mayor of Brisbane from 1940 to 1952. 
Charitable organizations identified families and assisted with the distribution of 
tickets to these functions. The ‘Christmas Tree’ held in 1932 distributed 1,500 
Christmas puddings to ‘needy families.’424 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
Figure 5.10 Some events held for children during the 1930s.                       
Clockwise from top left: Wooloowin State School’s fancy dress ball (1938); Young 
People’s orchestral concert (1938); Radio party (1935); Catholic Teachers’ 
Conference choir performance by students (1934). See Appendix 2 for details of 
these events.   	  
As with many other residents and visitors, the clock tower captured the 
imaginations of primary school students. It was inspiration for fancy dress 
costumes soon after City Hall opened. In June 1930, Buranda State School student 
Olga Carey won the Most Comical Costume Award425 and Norman Park State 
School student Irma Johnson won the Most Original Costume for Girls Award.426 
Both dressed as the Town Hall Clock for their school fancy dress balls. A Norman 
Park State School teacher noted, ‘we were the first school to take our Fancy Dress 
	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
424 “Christmas Puddings,” Brisbane Courier, December 23, 1932, 6. 
425 "Buranda School Dance," Brisbane Courier, June 14, 1930, 25. 
426 "Norman Park School Ball," Brisbane Courier, June 28, 1930, 25. 
	  	   144	  
Ball there [City Hall]. These were brilliant functions and live in the memory. Then 
there were the war years.’427   
 
The general pages of newspapers contained stories of children’s visits to the city 
which show that studies of the City Hall were encompassed into the school 
curriculum. School trips to the city allowed students to visit and experience places 
away from where they lived. In April 1930, school children from Appletree Creek, 
near Childers, ‘inspected the City Hall’ to gain first-hand knowledge to use in an 
essay.428 Another report featured a photograph of a model of the City Hall used at 
the School for the Blind (Figure 5.9) and noted, ‘one of the most moving things in 
all the equipment of the School for the Blind is a model of the Brisbane City Hall, its 
paint work worn off by children ‘looking at it’ with their fingers.’429 When students 
from Ithaca Creek State School were shown over the building, Lord Mayor Jolly 
offered prizes for the ‘best essays written by the boys and girls on their 
impressions of the new municipal headquarters’; the winners were announced the 
following week.430 Six hundred children from the Kyogle district used the newly 
opened Kyogle railway line to Brisbane and visited City Hall during their trip in 
October 1930.431 When Scarborough State School children visited in May 1934, it 
was noted that many had not been to the city before, ‘although they came from a 
centre less than 30 miles [48.28 kilometres] away…their eyes - and mouths - were 
wide with wonder at the sights they saw as they gazed through the telescope on 
the City Hall Tower.’432  
 
The special pages for children published in newspapers provided a club-like 
environment where some members, using their column names, shared their 
experiences of City Hall with other members through the medium of the columnist, 
who was often referred to as ‘aunt’ or ‘uncle’. The Brisbane Courier’s ‘Children’s 
Corner’ column ‘conducted by “Sally Horner,”’ featured the following vivid 
description, written by “Sally” to delight her young readers. It enabled them to 
experience vicariously a trip to the tower:  
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Children from places throughout the state wrote to the columns about their visits to 
the city, which invariably included a trip to City Hall. The ‘Children’s Corner by 
Uncle Sam’ in the Central Queensland Herald, included a report from reader 
Audrey Ellis entitled, ‘A holiday in Brisbane,’ in which she described how she, like 
many others, felt compelled to leave her mark on the tower: 
One day we went up to the tower at the Town Hall and had a good look over 
Brisbane. A view of the river is obtained in three places. Up on the tower 
there are three enormous bells which strike the hour. Up on the top of the 
tower, written all over the place, are the names of people who have been up 
there. As we had a pencil with us we also wrote our names in a spare 
corner.434  	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Columnists educated their readers about the City Hall and reinforced its 
importance and significance. In the ‘Penfriends' section of the ‘Junior Readers’ 
Letter-Box’ page in The Queenslander, the activities of one of the junior readers, 
‘Maid Marian’, are reported:  
Of course they had been round to see the Town Hall; no visitor to Brisbane 
would think of missing that, certainly no Queenslander. It is by far the most 
important building in the city. With the exception of the marble used for the 
staircase in the main vestibule it is built entirely of Queensland stone. It is 
one  of Brisbane’s show places, and almost every day one sees some 
visitors gazing admiringly up at the large symbolical group in the tympanum, 
carved in  Helidon stone by Miss Daphne Mayo, the Queensland 
Sculptress.’435     
  
“Jolly Madcap” from Townsville wrote to the ‘Girls’ Club’ page of The Morning 
Bulletin about a holiday in Brisbane, seven years after her last visit,  
It is more majestic with its old and new buildings, but still as noisy as ever. 
The City Hall is a wonderful architectural work and I felt so small  standing 
inside its domed interior. The fretted work, which helps to form the walls, 
and its beautiful organ, drew my attention to its grandeur. I spent  almost 
two hours in this building admiring its interior beauty and listening to the 
Community Concert. These concerts are largely attended and enjoyed by 
all. Cap and Bebe (who I believe have been in your city recently) are firm 
favourites with the young and old.436  
 
“Laverstock”, aged 12, from Goodna wrote to ‘Children’s Page’ of The 
Queenslander in 1933: 
 We decided to start from Goodna to Brisbane on Saturday. In the morning it 
 simply poured, so we were again unable to start. We set off on Sunday 
 morning by our horse and buggy for the journey to Brisbane…Then on 
 Tuesday morning we went over to the Town Hall. It rained while we were 
 there. Is it not a big place, aunt? I only went up three floors, then dad, mum, 
 and Kath went up the tower. As I could not go up, they bought me some 
 stamps.437   
 
“Country Lover”, aged 16 from ‘12 miles west of Ipswich’, proudly proclaimed, ‘I 
have often been to Brisbane and I have seen the ground from the Town Hall 
tower.’438 
 
“Pepperina Berry”, aged 11 from Miles wrote, 
The last day I was in town my auntie and I went up on the Town Hall tower. 
We saw different boats along the wharves, and could see a lot of the city. 
We saw a train leave Roma Street Railway Station for the western suburbs 	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quite  plainly. The people, tramcars, cars, etc., looked like beetles 
creeping along.439 
 
The City Hall, a poem contributed to The Courier-Mail by a twelve-year-old reader 
in February 1933, has the clock tower as its focus:  
 
 440 
 
‘Extracts from my diary’ was written by Olwyn Lacey and submitted to the Central 
Queensland Herald as an entry in a competition: 
What a beautiful structure this hall is. We reached the tower by means of 
the lift and a step staircase. When up in the tower one gets a beautiful 
panoramic view of Brisbane. On looking across to the Brisbane River we 
saw the interstate steamer, Orungal, berthed at the wharf. She looked like a 
tiny sailing boat. Down in the streets below all traffic and pedestrians looked 
like millions of ants crawling about. In the distance we could see churches, 
convents, theatres and other large buildings. Suspended from the tower are 
five large bells and when the Town Hall clock strikes the noise is deafening. 
The clock is an enormous size, with large black figures. After looking 
around the tower we made our descent to the concert room. This is a 
beautiful big room and a large pipe organ is installed there. On either side 
of the organ are rows of seats for the members of choirs. Up in the ceiling is 
a round circle, very elaborately decorated. When up in the tower you look 
down on this circle and it forms a large dome. On gazing up into the 
balcony one can guess the number of people it must hold. Having had a 
good look over the City Hall we started on our way to witness the building 
operations of the Story Bridge.441   
 
 
The enduring attraction of a visit to the clock tower is seen in the ‘A word from 
Debbie’ column for teenager readers in The Australian Women’s Weekly from May 
1956, which advised a trip to the clock tower is a ‘must’ for first time visitors to 
Brisbane: 	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  439	  “Junior Readers’ Letter-Box,” Queenslander, May 17, 1934, 44. 	  
440 “For the Boys and Girls,” Courier-Mail, August 8, 1935, 5. 441	  “Children’s Corner,” Central Queensland Herald (Rockhampton), February 17, 1938, 64. 	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  442 
 
 
“Powder Puff” aged 13 from Nanango shared the experience of listening to the 
radio broadcasts of weekly community concerts held at City Hall: ‘We hear the 
community concerts every Wednesday, and I love listening to them. I have not 
been in the City Hall in Brisbane yet. I would love to attend the concert.’443  
 
Children’s columnists reported on events held at City Hall such as ceremonies for 
Anzac Day and Armistice Day and Boy Scout and Girl Guide activities; thereby 
educating children about the role and social meaning of City Hall in the community. 
The Queenslander’s children’s page featured a long column about an illustrated 
lecture given by Admiral Evans, Commander of the Royal Australian Navy, 
formerly second in command of Scott’s Antarctic Expedition. The column 
reinforced the values of bravery and devotion for its young readers: 
My dear little friends…I wish you could all have heard Admiral Evans, in our 
beautiful City Hall on August 16, tell the story of how two brave men won 
this coveted distinction [the Albert medal].444 
 
City Hall was the venue for many committee meetings for organizations concerned 
with children’s welfare such as the Creche and Kindergarten Association, the 
Social Service League, the Playground Association and the Crippled Children’s 
Fund; usually under the auspices of the Lady Mayoress. Many of these committees 
also held their fund-raising events and activities at City Hall. The Kindercraft model 
day nursery opened at City Hall in April 1945 with fifty-six children attending on the 
first day.445 Its popularity continued for many years. One interviewee whose 
daughter attended Kindercraft for four years said: ‘It had a really good atmosphere 
- a family feeling and small groups of children. I have very fond memories of City 	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
442 “A Word from Debbie,” Australian Women’s Weekly, May 9, 1956, 43. 
443 “Second Grade,” Queenslander, August 27, 1936, 41. 
444 “Pen Friends,” The Queenslander, September 4, 1930, 55. 
445 “56 Children Use Nursery,” Courier-Mail, April 10, 1945, 4. 
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Hall. It meant a lot to me that my daughter was happy there and I knew she was 
always in good hands.’446 
 
The wide range of events and activities held for thousands of children during the 
1930s is significant for the consideration of the social meaning of City Hall. Within a 
decade or two City Hall would become part of the backdrop of their adult lives and 
their children’s lives, whether as residents or as visitors.  
Conclusion 
From the time of its opening, the physical public space of City Hall became cultural 
and social space. It became a place of importance in the city for many residents 
and visitors. Whilst its use in the 1930s on one level reflected the ‘social events’ 
favoured by the local social and cultural order, a broader range of community 
events such as political rallies, Golden Casket draws, weekly community concerts, 
children’s events and free exhibitions attracted more socially and culturally diverse 
audiences. Evidence suggests that free events were very popular, reflecting the 
straightened economic times experienced by many, particularly those unemployed 
during the Depression. People who did not use City Hall for economic or other 
reasons cannot be known at this distance. Some uses of City Hall co-existed easily 
with its use as the civic headquarters – entertainment, receptions, and committee 
and fund-raising meetings and activities. Other uses, such as events where 
permission for the use of City Hall was refused447 and Miss Steele’s Soup Kitchen 
did not.448  
  
The numbers of visits to the Rest Room by women and children provide evidence 
that it fulfilled an important social function for many women visitors, those who 
worked in the city and others who travelled to the city to shop, meet and pay bills. 
The clock tower was a popular attraction for residents and visitors; a mirador for 
the city. Throughout the 1930s, the events and activities held for children’s 
education, entertainment and welfare reinforced City Hall’s philanthropic mission 
as initiated by Lord Mayor Jolly and helped to fulfill his aim to encourage particular 
moral qualities in the citizens of the city.449 
 
	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
446 Interviewee no. 8. See Appendix 8.  
447 See Appendix 2. 
448 See Appendix 5 – Marion Steele.  
449 As discussed earlier in Chapter 2.  
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As references to past debates, delays, decisions and City Hall’s price tag with its 
epithet ‘the million pound town hall’ began to fade, it appears to have taken almost 
a full decade for the building to find its place in the city. At the end of the decade 
City Hall undertook its wartime activities. A few years after the war, evidence 
suggests its uses reverted to those more in keeping with its first decade of use; 
with it being an important ‘home’ for some and overlooked and taken for granted by 
others. 
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Chapter 6          City Hall as a measure  
Introduction 
This chapter examines a collection of some other less obvious ways of considering 
the uses of City Hall and its broader social meaning to life in Brisbane. Its landmark 
quality provided many opportunities for photographers eager to capture newly 
created vistas. The photographs published in many Brisbane newspapers and 
those in other parts of the state, for a variety of purposes, form a significant part of 
the visual discourse about City Hall. Photographs featuring City Hall were used as 
visual evidence by which the progress and development of the city over time could 
be gauged. City Hall was the subject of several composite photographs that were 
used to enlightened readers about the sizes of large things in comparison to it. The 
striking or chiming of the clock was mentioned frequently in articles as the aural 
signal for the commencement of events. City Hall was also the focus of many of 
the day-to-day complaints of residents.          
Photographing new vistas 
During construction and after its opening, City Hall provided inspiration for many 
amateur and professional photographers. Photographs of City Hall taken during the 
1920s and 1930s appear in many collections of family photographs housed at the 
State Library of Queensland. Bertha Mobsby documented the progress of 
construction.450 The Queenslander published a series of nine photographs entitled, 
First Views of Brisbane as Seen From the Tower of the New Town Hall, in June 
1927; taken when the tower had reached 172ft (52.42 metres).451  
 
The various ways in which City Hall was captured by the available technology was 
limited only by the photographers’ imaginations. Photographs in newspapers reveal 
it was a popular subject. Newspapers published views of the interior of the building 
and many exterior and scenic photographs from, to and even through City Hall. It 
was photographed at dawn, sunset and night; during storms, decorated, reflected, 
silhouetted, floodlit and framed by foliage; with a pinhole camera, from aerial and 
worm’s-eye views; across the city from various suburbs and from a tramcar 
crossing Victoria Bridge. The photographs below, with their original captions, 
	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
450 Bertha Mobsby, Photograph Album of the Construction of Brisbane City Hall, 1930.  
     Fryer  Library, The University of Queensland.  
451 “First Views of Brisbane as Seen From the Tower of the New Town Hall,” Queenslander,  
     June 2, 1927, 26. 
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provide some examples. The captions reveal newspaper editors’ descriptions of 
the views using words such as ‘first’, ‘new’, ‘striking’, ‘unusual’ or ‘novel’.   
From City Hall 
 
 
Figure 6.1 View from the tower.  
Caption: This photograph of a portion of Brisbane, looking towards Mt. Coot-tha 
and the Taylor Range, is the first to be taken from the top of the tower of the new 
City Hall, 300ft. above ground level. The dotted line shows where the new Grey-
street bridge will cross the Brisbane River. Source: Brisbane Courier, August 29, 
1928, 13. 
 
 
 
Figure 6.2 View of the copper dome.   
Caption: Like a huge umbrella: the copper-sheathed dome of the concert hall of the 
new City Hall, Brisbane, as viewed from the top of the clock tower. Source: 
Queenslander, August 1, 1929, 36. 
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To City Hall 
 
Figure 6.3 City Hall in the centre of a view across the city. 
Caption: The City of Brisbane dwarfed by its western ramparts. This new and 
striking view of Brisbane was taken yesterday by means of a telephoto lens from 
White's Hill. In the left foreground is Coorparoo State School, with Alexandra Home 
in the centre foreground. The City Hall tower is a conspicuous feature of the middle 
distance, with Station 4QG on the extreme left and the Telephone Exchange 
Building on the extreme right. Of the two ranges in the distance Taylor's Range is 
the nearer and the D'Aguilar Range is that beyond. Mount Samson is the peak 
appearing in the top right corner of the picture. Source: Brisbane Courier, May 27, 
1933, 16.  
 
  
Figure 6.4 City Hall from West End.   
Caption: An unusual view of the City Hall 
tower from West End.  
Source: Queensland Figaro, February 2, 
1935, 16.  
Figure 6.5 City Hall at night.  
Caption: Brisbane City Hall and 
surrounding buildings at night. 
Source: Queensland Figaro, 
September 14, 1935, 1. 
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Figure 6.6 Aerial view of the City Hall and surrounding buildings.  
Caption: Looking east from over Roma Street Markets: in the foreground, the City 
Hall; ahead, the State Insurance, Executive, and Treasury Buildings; to the right, 
Supreme Court and Victoria Bridge. Source: Queenslander, September 19, 1929, 
34. 
 
	  
Figure 6.7 Bird's-eye view of City Hall.   
Caption: This picture shows the Brisbane City Hall, which was officially opened 
recently, in a novel setting. The photo was taken from an aeroplane and shows 
many features hidden from the ordinary observer.  
Source: Central Queensland Herald (Rockhampton), April 24, 1930, 36. 
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Figure 6.8 City Hall reflected.   
Caption: Mirror of Night – The City 
Hall tower, with its illuminations 
provides an unusual picture by night, 
when its reflections creep across the 
placid surface of the river. Source: 
Courier-Mail, October 5, 1934, 18. 
Figure 6.9 City Hall in silhouette.  
Caption: City sentinel, an unusual study by 
staff photographer, Norman Lye, of Brisbane 
City Hall tower silhouetted against the last 
rays of the setting sun. Source: Courier-Mail, 
August 30, 1948, 3. 
 
	  
	  
	  
	  
Figure 6.10 Two city towers.  
Caption: The Rivals: The Brisbane 
Town Hall tower, as seen from this 
point of view, makes a new 
background for the old clock tower of 
the Central Railway Station.  
Source: Queenslander, January 22, 
1931, 23.  
 
Figure 6.11 City Hall in a storm.  
Caption: Remarkable display of lightning: 
This photograph was taken from Wickham 
Terrace. Brisbane, during a storm on the 
night of January 14, at 8.40. The plate was 
exposed for 3 sec. and the groups of forked 
lightning occurred simultaneously. On the 
left of the picture are two of the four 
illuminated clock faces in the Town Hall 
tower and the red light surmounting the 
tower, and across the bottom of the picture 
are some of the electric lights of the city. 
Source: Queenslander January 26, 1933, 
22.  
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Through City Hall 	  
 
Figure 6.12 View through the clock face during construction. 
Caption: View of the northern business section of Brisbane taken through the clock 
face of the City Hall tower. Source: Queenslander, September 12, 1929, 37. 
 
Progress of the city 
The clock tower, prominent in comparison to other buildings, served as an easily 
identifiable landmark to locate the city centre. It was also used a marker to show 
development in the progress of the city. In the photograph below the City Hall 
tower frames the left hand side of view of the two cross-river bridges (Figure 6.13).  
A pair of photographs, taken seven years apart in 1925 and 1932, shows a 
panoramic view of the city with City Hall framing the right hand side of both 
photographs (Figure 6.14). It is under construction in the first and completed in the 
second. 
 
	  
Figure 6.13 Clock tower frames view of the bridges.                                                                                                                                                           
Caption: This sweeping view of the South Brisbane Reach of the Brisbane River 
takes in the new Grey-street Bridge, on the right, and Victoria Bridge on the left. On 
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the extreme left appears the clock tower of the Town Hall. The picture was taken 
from Upper North Quay. Source: Brisbane Courier, February 6, 1932, 16.  
 
	  
Figure 6.14 Clock tower frames a view to illustrate progress.	  
Caption (of bottom photograph): Many changes will be noted by comparing this 
picture, which was taken yesterday from Wickham-terrace, with that reproduced 
above it. On the extreme left is the Masonic Temple. The C.C.M. Building has two 
additional stories. Next come three new structures—Griffiths House, the National 
Mutual Building, and the Colonial Mutual Building. Two new banks—the 
Commonwealth and Commercial Bank of Australia—adjoin the new A.M.P. 
structure, with Ascot Chambers immediately opposite. In the centre foreground, on 
the right of Edward-street, is the Canberra Hotel, and on the extreme right the new 
Town Hall, with its imposing clock tower.	   Source: Brisbane Courier, March 12, 
1932, 16.	  
 
Later, journalist Laurie Kavanagh used the tower to illustrate more recent changes 
in the city’s panorama by comparing 1952 with 1992, twenty and sixty years after 
the photograph immediately above was taken:  
Back in 1952 a yokel’s trip to Brisbane wasn’t complete without a climb up 
the City Hall clock tower for a gawk at the city’s sights; in 1992 gawking 
yokels  would be flat out finding City Hall let alone seeing the sights from 
the tower, in the concrete and glass jungle the city has become.’452 
 
Photographs featuring City Hall marked time such as midnight on New Year’s Eve 
(Figure 6.15) and the beginning of a new year (Figure 6.16). Illustrations of City 
Hall appeared on many of the City Council’s Christmas cards during the 1930s; but 
perhaps the novelty had worn thin towards the end of the decade. Even Lord 
Mayor Jones called for a City Council card for Christmas 1938 that did not feature 
the City Hall. It was reported, ‘he agreed that Brisbane had more to advertise itself 	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
452 Laurie Kavanagh, quoted by Vivien Harris, “From Town to Metropolis: Contemporary     
     Visions of Brisbane,” in Brisbane: People, Places, Progress ed. Rod Fisher and Barry  
     Shaw, (Brisbane: Brisbane History Group, 1995), 141.   
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by than repeated references to the City Hall and ambitious art students would no 
doubt be able to display artistically many other scenes.’453 The Lord Mayor’s 
statement, reported on the first day of 1938, followed the previous month’s 
controversy over the card for 1937 (which featured the City Hall), because it was 
designed and printed in Melbourne.454 However, the 1938 card did feature an 
etching of the King George V memorial and poinsettia, the city’s floral emblem, 
against a background of the City Hall.455 
 
 
 
Figure 6.15 City Hall clock heralding 
a new year  
(left) Caption: Midnight … Exit 1935, 
Brisbane’s City Hall clock records the 
passing of the year. Source: Courier-
Mail, January 1, 1936, 11. 
 
Figure 6.16 City Hall frames a view of 
the city heralding a new year                                                                                                                                                                 
(below) Caption: The city of Brisbane, 
capital of our glorious State, to-day lies 
bathed in the rays of a new sun, its 
people proud of their past, confident of 
their future, and determined that 1932 
will mark the beginning of a new era of 
prosperity. 
Source: Brisbane Courier, January 1, 
1932. 
 
	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
453 “Christmas Card for 1938,” Courier-Mail, January 1, 1938, 10.  
454 “City’s Christmas Card Annoys Printers,” Courier-Mail, December 27, 1937,  11. 
455 “Patriotic Note in Council’s Christmas Card,” Courier-Mail, December 8, 1938, 3. 
	  	   159	  
Derangements of the clocks were popular subjects for photographs and newspaper 
columns. Columnists often related the clock’s condition to a topical event (Figure 
6.17). One column thought the clock was run down, suffering the effects of 
depression in response to a predicted change of government at a State election, 
when one face was three minutes behind the others.456 
 
       
Figure 6.17:A derangement of the clock. 
Caption: Time Marches On - Out of Step. Source: Courier-Mail, November 17, 
1937, 17. 
 
The clock as a signal 
The striking of the clock signified important events in the city’s year such as the 
commencement of two minutes silence at 11am on Armistice Day.457 In August 
1930 the 10.30am chimes were the signal for Lord Mayor Jolly to break the glass 
of a fire alarm in front of City Hall to commence a demonstration of fire-fighting 
procedures and equipment that was watched by ‘thousands lining the square.’458 
 
Radio station 4QG broadcasted the chimes, via a microphone installed in the clock 
tower, at the beginning of its day at 7.30am, at the close of broadcast at 11pm and 
at other times throughout the day. By July 1930 it was noted that listeners had 
become familiar with the chimes, which marked the start of sessions and acted as,  
  
both a time signal and also as a means of identifying 4QG...superimposed 
 over on whatever item is being transmitted…The effect is similar to that 
 recorded in the ears of a citizen who, while talking to a friend in the street, 
 subconsciously hears the bells pealing during his conversation.459  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
456 “Sign of the Times,” Brisbane Courier, June 15, 1932, 10.  
457 "Tribute of Silence to War Dead," Courier-Mail, November 11, 1938, 1.  
458 “In Action,” Brisbane Courier, August 13, 1930, 3.  
459 “Wireless Notes and News,” Brisbane Courier, July 18, 1930, 8. 
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The reach and broader utility of the clock chimes were well understood by Lord 
Mayor Jolly. In a speech he gave at the opening of the radio station 4BK in 1930, 
he referred to the benefits radio brings to many. The speech was delivered a 
month after the chimes had been silenced overnight. The report stated, 
 
referring to the part which wireless played in cheering people of the more 
lonely parts of the State and Australia, the Lord Mayor said that, when he 
recently visited the Tableland, In North Queensland, wireless listeners there 
had told him how they enjoyed listening-in to the Brisbane Town Hall 
chimes. [Jolly remarked]…apparently, the chimes were appreciated more 
by people of the outbacks [sic] than by some Brisbane residents.’460  
 
A newspaper column outlined the importance of radio to people in outlying areas 
and described the utility of the chimes to listeners of the morning sessions of 
stations 4QG and 4RK, ‘the Brisbane Town Hall chimes usher in the day, and so 
enable each and every radio enthusiast to set his or her watch or clock for the 
day.’461 The wife of Mornington Island missionary, Reverend Robert Wilson, stated: 
‘We set our clock by the chimes of the Brisbane Town Hall clock over the 
wireless.’462  
 
In May 1932 the chimes launched a Saturday night raid on gambling premises in 
Queen Street that resulted in the arrest of forty-three men. Nineteen detectives 
from the Criminal Investigation Branch, placed at the rear and front of the 
premises, waited as ‘the sound of the City Hall chimes at 9.30 o’clock was the 
signal for a concerted attack from the front and the rear.’463 Another 9:30pm raid on 
gambling premises occurred the following month at Petrie Bight, but it is not 
recorded if it was launched by the clock chimes.464  
 
On October 28, 1932, the Golden Casket Art Union ‘celebrated’ the first use of a 
new machine, the Lund patent lottery drawing machine, invented by Mr J. Lund of 
South Brisbane, by holding the draw in public at City Hall465 (Figure 6.18). Public 
draws continued ‘every 10 or 12 days in the Brisbane City Hall’ after all 100,000 
tickets were sold; with the 8am town hall chimes signifying the commencement of 
	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
460 “Town Hall Chimes,” Brisbane Courier, October 2, 1930, 12. 
461 “Wireless News & Notes,” Brisbane Courier, September 16, 1932, 22. 
462 “Japanese in the North,” Courier-Mail, January 12, 1934, 6.  
463 “Caught Unawares,” Brisbane Courier, May 30, 1932, 11.  
464 “Men Caught Unawares,” Brisbane Courier, June 25, 1932, 13. 
465 “Golden Casket,” Brisbane Courier, October 27, 1932, 15.  
	  	   161	  
the draw.466 Crowds watched as the machine was wheeled out onto the auditorium 
stage after its release from a steel safe;  
 
as the chimes of 8’o’clock ring out the drawing officials take their 
places...the audit inspector breaks the seal and uncovers the 
machine…[which]…is reversed several times more for the satisfaction of 
the audience than necessity, then the handle is turned three times before 
each prize draw as the audience awaits with breathless interest the 
appearance of the winning number.467 
 
 
 
Figure 6.18 The Golden Casket machine on the Concert Hall stage.  
Caption: The Home Secretary (Mr. E. M. Hanlon) photographed at the City Hall 
yesterday morning after drawing the first prize number in Golden Casket No. 326 by 
means of the new machine. The drawing was witnessed by a large crowd.  
Source: Brisbane Courier, October 29, 1932, 16.  
 
 
	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
466 “Golden Casket,” Queenslander, June 8, 1933, 8. This article has a lengthy description   
     of  the machine. Draws were more frequent as the popularity of the Golden Casket rose.  
467 Ibid. 
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The Queenslander noted ‘although proceedings commence at 8am, a large 
audience is usually present to hear the winning numbers announced.’468 Evening 
draws also took place at City Hall (Figures 6.19 and 6.20). The final draw for 1935 
was reported as attended by ‘a record audience for an ordinary casket,’ with the 
concert hall reported as having only a few vacant seats.469 Some draws were held 
in the Lord’s Mayor’s Reception Room if the concert hall was unavailable. An 
article from October 1937 reports on ‘City Hall’s two full houses’ the previous night 
– one for the casket draw in the Lord Mayor’s Reception Room and the other for a 
United Australia Party rally addressed by Prime Minister Lyons.470  Draws 
continued to be held at City Hall into the 1950s. 
 
Although profits from the Golden Casket benefitted hospitals and many charitable 
institutions, church leaders regularly spoke out against gambling and the power the 
Golden Casket had over citizens. Ironically, the City Hall was the venue for the 
inaugural meeting of the Christian Social Order Movement in Queensland attended 
by representatives of Presbyterian, Church of England, Methodist and Church of 
Christ churches. One speaker addressed the ‘gambling craze’ stating, 
‘covetousness rather than charity fed the Golden Casket.’471 
 
 
 
Figure 6.19 The Golden Casket drawn in a crowded City Hall.  
Caption: Casket drawing – thousands of persons crowded into the City Hall last 
night to witness the drawing of the £25,000 Golden Casket.  
Source: Courier-Mail, April 11, 1934, 13. 	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
468 Ibid. 
469 “Big Crowd Sees Casket Drawn,” Courier-Mail, January 1, 1936, 11.  
470 "City Hall's Two Full Houses," Courier-Mail, October 5, 1937, 14. 
471 “Mammon Rules Society,” Courier-Mail, October 22, 1936, 16. 
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Figure 6.20 Attending the Golden Casket  draw.   
Caption: “Will fortune smile tonight?” A happy trio at the City Hall to witness the 
drawing of the Golden casket, and to get first-hand information on the fate of their 
respective tickets. No. 428 was drawn last night, first prize going to a Brisbane 
share syndicate. Source: Longreach Leader, November 23, 1935, 15. 
 
Brisbane City Hall as a measure 
The completion of City Hall provided the city with a landmark, a new vantage point 
and a new point of interest. Newspaper evidence reveals it also provided a 
measure of comparison with other large things, to enable readers to appreciate 
size. Other comparisons with City Hall ranged from the prosaic (the location of a 
paw-paw tree in Brisbane); to the odd (the area of internal organs); to the esoteric 
(the size of the Universe). City Hall was also frequently cited in complaints about 
civic problems such as rubbish, poor gutters, poor housing and the lack of facilities 
at bus stops.  
A graphical measure 
As the tallest building in Brisbane, City Hall was employed as a useful measure of 
comparison to indicate the size of other large things, often with a composite 
photograph as a visual aid. This device imparted information and technical aspects 
thereby educating readers and enabling them to visualize, among other things, the 
size of the H.M.S. Maloja, the span of the Sydney Harbour Bridge and how the 
submarine H.M.S. Thetis was situated when it sunk on sea trials; in relation to the 
large structure with which they were becoming familiar.472 ‘Brisbane’s Town Hall is 	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
472 See Appendix 3 for more comparisons with City Hall – the R101 airship and the Queen  
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becoming popular as an object for the purpose of comparison’ was noted in a 
report on a lecture given by the Chief Government Geologist who declared, ‘the 
Brisbane Town Hall…would just about fit in the Colosseum arena.473  
A composite photograph was used to compare H.M.S. Maloja, a new P &O 
steamer, with the City Hall (Figure 6.21). The Morning Bulletin added, ‘the picture, 
which has been drawn to scale, shows that the new City Hall could be placed 
inside the liner except the tower, with space to spare for another half as big.’474   
 
Figure 6.21 H.M.S. Maloja compared to City Hall.                                                                                                                                
Caption: P. and O. Steamer on the new Queensland service dwarfs the City Hall. 
This composite photograph shows the H.M.S. Maloja, one of the liners of the P. 
and O.’s Australian fleet, as she would appear if placed in front of the new City 
Hall. The Maloja, which has a gross tonnage of 21,000 and is 625 ft. in length, will 
inaugurate the new service to Brisbane on Monday next.  
Source: Brisbane Courier, May 13, 1930, 16.   
Reporting on the progress of the Sydney Harbour Bridge in 1930, after the two 
spans of the main arch were joined, The Brisbane Courier provided its readers with 
the heights of the major components and a composite photograph illustrating its 
comparison with City Hall (Figure 6.22). The caption noted:  
How the gigantic main arch of the Sydney Harbour Bridge would span a 
large section of the city of Brisbane, and completely dwarf the clock tower 
of the Town Hall, is graphically illustrated in this composite photograph. 
With the southern pylon resting on North Quay (extreme right) the crown of 
	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
     Mary and a composite photograph showing the effect of the King George Memorial in  
     situ. 
473 “The Town Hall and the Colosseum,” Brisbane Courier, September 3, 1930, 14.  
474 “[Maloja]”, Morning Bulletin (Rockhampton), May 17, 1930, 6. 
	  	   165	  
the arch would clear the clock tower of the Town Hall by 150ft., and the 
northern pylon would be located at Finney, Isles, Ltd., in Queen-street.475 
 
	  
Figure 6.22 Sydney Harbour Bridge in comparison to City Hall.  
Source: Brisbane Courier, August 28, 1930, 16. 
 
After the British submarine Thetis sunk during sea trials in 1939 in Liverpool Bay, 
England, an artist’s impression employed the City Hall as a device to show the 
length of the submarine and its positions during its sinking (Figure 6.23). The 
height of the clock tower was used to indicate the depth of the water in which it 
sank.  
 
 
Figure 6.23 The wrecked submarine Thetis compared to City Hall. 
Caption: Artist’s impression of the wreck of the British submarine Thetis, showing 
the length of the vessel and the depth of the water in which it sank as compared 
with the Brisbane City Hall. Source: Courier-Mail, June 6, 1939, 7.  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
475 “Pictorial News Budget,” Brisbane Courier, August 28, 1930, 16. 
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Newspaper searches revealed three unexpected references to City Hall. The 
location of a fully-laden paw-paw tree, although ubiquitous in Brisbane, was given 
as, ‘within a coo-ee of the Brisbane Town Hall,’ when it was photographed for the 
front page of Queensland Figaro (Figure 6.24). 
 
 
Figure 6.24 Paw-paws within ‘coo-ee’ of City Hall.  
Caption: A prolific paw-paw tree. Grown by Mr. T. M. Evans, within a coo-ee of the 
Brisbane Town Hall. There are over 200 fruits on this two-year-old tree, and still 
more are forming. Source: Queensland Figaro, January 31, 1931, 1.   
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An article addressing coughs and colds noted, 
some person with a passion for figures worked out that if all the little kinks 
and curls in the nose, the throat and the windpipe, and the lungs were 
spread out flat, the City Hall might rest comfortably on the area – more or 
less! 476 
 
The City Hall helped readers to comprehend the size of the Universe in a review of 
a book by Sir James Jeans, The Universe Around Us:  ‘there are countless millions 
of stars, but six flecks of dust floating in the entire emptiness of a building larger 
than the Brisbane Town Hall would be more crowded than are the stars and the 
planets in space.’477  
A measure of complaint 
As well as providing a locus for comparison, City Hall also provided a locus of 
complaint. Not all residents shared a civic vision of pride in an elegant and 
expensive city hall. In many letters to the editor, residents with complaints about 
council activities and services or the lack of thereof, frequently invoked the City 
Hall and its £1,000,000 price tag in the expression of their complaint. During and 
after the construction phase, many residents concerned with the level of council 
debt expressed their views that the money could have been saved or better spent 
on more basic civic needs. Some examples of complaints, which illustrate the more 
immediate needs of residents, are given here:  
 
• ‘Watchman’ was concerned about the imposition of a tax on boarding 
houses affecting people trying to make a living in ‘bad times’ when the 
Council has, 
squandered tens of thousands of pounds on a useless city hall 
tower and a chiming clock that will keep some of us awake at night 
and on the other hand has failed to carry out many of the town 
clerk’s recommendations for  organisation and economy.478  
 
• A correspondent from Torwood, concerned about the destruction of a large 
pine tree at Milton, described the tree as ‘more stately and beautiful than 
any man-made town hall’.479   
• An article calling the effectiveness of the Council’s anti-rat campaign into 
question in May 1935, reported that a rat had ran up the trouser leg of a 
man and scratched him on the thigh and bit his finger. The location of the 	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
476 “Seasonal Crop of Coughs,” Courier-Mail, April 3, 1937, 18. 
477 “Books of the Week,” Brisbane Courier, November 9, 1929, 24. 
478 “Boarding House Tax,” Brisbane Courier, July 6, 1929, 19. 
479 “Tree Destruction,” Brisbane Courier, June 4, 1930, 3. 
	  	   168	  
incident was given as ‘a footpath opposite Brisbane’s “million pound” Town 
Hall.’480  
  
After the City Hall was occupied, an ‘us and them’ mentality developed with 
frequent comparisons made between residents’ complaints and the well-appointed 
City Hall: 
• ‘One of the Women’ congratulated the Council on changes to the Moorooka 
service and described the city’s ‘up-to-date and efficient bus service’ as ‘a 
blessing to women folk’ but complained about the William Street bus stop:   
Just fancy men, women, and infants standing there on a day like 
Sunday week, for instance, with your feet nearly bogged in soft tar. 
There is only one place I know of that may be hotter than William-
street ‘bus stand. While the city councilors are sitting in the large, 
cool, airy rooms of the new Town Hall, will they please look down, 
and have mercy on the many ratepayers who daily stand sweltering 
and scorching in William-street while waiting for their ‘bus? We all 
pay rates, mighty stiff ones, too, and deserve a little consideration. It 
is sickening to see us all standing there, like cattle in a sale yard. 
Yet they talk of town planning, and of Brisbane as a fine place. Still, 
there are rows of women lined up in the blazing hot sun, day after 
day. Is that something to boast?481 
 
•   The lack of shelter at the bus stand opposite the Treasury Building was a 
problem that concerned William Clowes of Wynnum South. He expressed 
anger that the £2,000,000 combined cost of the Town Hall and the Grey 
Street Bridge created a burden for ratepayers and complained that former 
Lord Mayor Jolly could not find a few hundred or thousand for a bus shelter 
for protection from the sun and rain and even rejected the bus proprietors’ 
offer to erect one their expense.482  
 
• ‘A Sufferer from Bad Roads’ wrote to complain about the increase in the 
grant for the Council’s annual staff picnic at a time when, ‘suffering as many 
of us are from the willful extravagance of those we have put in authority’ 
and suggested a new line of thought for adoption by the Council: ‘We have 
imposed crushing rates on our unfortunate employers to meet the 
enormous and ever-increasing expenditure on that Brisbane white 
elephant, the Town Hall, and we had better lie low for a time.483  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
480 “Man Bitten by Rat,” Courier-Mail, May 30, 1935, 13. A year later the story resurfaced  
     as part of ‘the overseas myth’ of the City Hall inhabited by a giant rat.  
481 “Needed Shelter Shed,” Brisbane Courier, February 1, 1928, 23.  
482 “Shelter Shed Needed,” Brisbane Courier, October 27, 1932, 3. 
483 “City Council’s Picnic,” Brisbane Courier, October 11, 1929, 10.  
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• Wake-Up’ of Dutton Park related an attempt to pay an account at City Hall 
whilst being directed from one location to another, confused by 
contradictory instructions: 
I marveled at the wealth of ratepayers liabilities in luxurious 
corridors and passageways; in fact there must be thousands 
invested in waste spaces and winding passages…Disgusted at this 
kind of treatment I left the beautiful Town Hall, and going off in my 
car I nearly collided with an immense lorry, bulging sides decorated 
with upright pictorials and signs, telling me that some “talkie” picture 
was being shown at a certain theater. I don’t know if the same 
municipal people allow these street advertising “stunts,” but it seems 
to me that Brisbane has a beautiful Town Hall, too beautiful to allow 
men to put their minds to a great business asset called “service,” 
and too “dolce far mente” to notice the blocking of traffic and the 
abuse of our public highways.484    
 
• Taking a wrong turn inside City Hall concerned journalist Clem Lack who 
wished he had taken a reel of thread, like Theseus, to help find his way out 
after queuing: 
Sydney may have its Harbour, but a million pounds’ worth of Town 
Hall is something citizens can contemplate with complacency when 
they queue up to pay their rates. It fills the eye with the decorative 
splendour of an iced birthday cake with a gigantic 300ft. candle 
stuck in the centre of it. It is full of vacuums and Big Noises and 
Great Open Spaces…485 
 
•    A letter from ‘Soldier’, called for action on unemployment by suggesting 
that the jobs of female employees whose fathers received £750 or more per 
annum, be given to girls whose fathers were on minimum wages or 
unemployed, or ‘better still would it be to give the position to a man’ and 
further suggested those jobs could be found in Government, Town Hall and 
Trades Hall.486    
 
•  Complaints about the lack of council action on litter around the city led to 
the publication of a photograph of litter ‘under the Lord Mayor’s window’ on 
the Adelaide Street footpath outside City Hall (Figure 6.25). 
 
 
	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
484 “Municipal Circumlocution,” Brisbane Courier, January 8, 1930, 5. 
485 “A Few Cracks at the Town Hall,” Courier-Mail, December 12, 1936, 23. 
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Figure 6.25 Litter outside City Hall  
Caption: Under the Lord Mayor’s window was this litter in front of the City Hall. 
Source: Courier-Mail, July 20, 1939, 6.  
 
The proximity of the problem to City Hall was noted by the following 
correspondents, and many others, in the expression of their complaints: 
 
•  ‘Pro Bono Publico’ complained about quarries, mosquitoes and ‘no water or 
sewerage beyond a radius of a mile of the civic centre’ and observed, ‘our 
public men seem to be obsessed with the idea that progress lies in building 
Million Town Halls [sic] and bridges.’ The letter concluded, ‘our slogan 
seems to be: Impress the visitor – the local chap must look after himself’.487   
 
•    ‘Pedestrian II’, concerned about the lack of gutters at a Gordon Park estate, 
suggested the Council ‘get out into the suburbs’ and remarked, ‘one could 
almost imagine oneself on the battlefields of France, and this is within a 
radius of four miles of our new City Hall. This is hard to believe, but it is 
harder still to get home safely after dark.’488  
 
•    Frequent contributor of letters on a range of subjects, ‘Barring Emory’ 
called for a clean up of Breakfast, Norman and Kingfisher Creeks and 	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
487 “Where Brisbane is Lacking,” Brisbane Courier, August 22, 1933, 17. 
488 “Suburban Gutters,” Brisbane Courier, October 3, 1928, 7.  
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noted, ‘one can stand on Breakfast Creek bridge at low tide and see a bit of 
the million-pound Town Hall. The contrast there between gross neglect and 
wild extravagance is poignant.’489   
 
•    An article commenting on the detrimental effect of quarries on the city’s 
beauty noted, ‘one glaring instance could be found within two miles of the 
Town Hall’.490   
 
• ‘Expectant’, a Toowong resident, complained about cows and horses in the 
streets and on the footpaths ruining gardens, ‘especially as we are only a 
few miles from the beautiful Town Hall.’491  
 
• Another noted wild horses were running ‘a few miles from the City Hall.’492 
 
• ‘M.A.N. Grove’ wrote that ‘thousands of beautiful trees within two miles of 
the Town Hall are getting the axe…Where are our Town Planners to allow 
this to go on without protest!’493  
 
•    The makeshift home of an older worker in the suburb of Auchenflower was 
reported as being within, ‘a short distance of Brisbane’s million-pound City 
Hall’494 (Figure 6.25).  
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Figure 6.26 Housing disparity.    
Caption: The above is a photo of the home – or what does service as such – of one 
of Queensland’s workers, now in the sunset of his life. It is situate in Auchenflower, 
a suburb of Brisbane that takes its name from the palatial residence where Sir 
Thomas McIlwraith, one-time Premier of Queensland, lived, and it is within a short 
distance of Brisbane’s million-pound City Hall. Source: Worker, March 2, 1932, 13. 
	   
Conclusion 
This chapter examined some of the less obvious, even surprising and unexpected 
ways of viewing how the City Hall was used and the many roles it played when, on 
completion, it became part of the background of life in Brisbane. Its landmark 
quality provided many opportunities for photographers. Photographs published in 
newspapers formed a significant part of the visual discourse about the building and 
provided visual evidence for the development and progress of the city.  
 
The striking and chiming of the clock played a significant role in minor and major 
events that took place in the city. Radio broadcasts allowed the chimes to reach 
outlying areas of Queensland where they became a welcome and familiar part of 
the daily routine for many. City Hall’s cost and comforts loomed large in the 
expression of the day-to-day complaints of residents about inadequate conditions 
and services and the local economic conditions faced during the Depression.          
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Chapter 7          The Research Results 	  
Buildings are among the largest, most expensive, and most permanent 
products of human labor. Their capacity to influence social and intellectual 
life as status signifiers, their central part in the history of the world’s 
religious and  political institutions, their changing revelations of (and impact 
upon)  domesticity, urbanity, and civic awareness are widely 
acknowledged. Yet beyond style and construction, the history of buildings 
as artistic subjects, real-estate ventures, and unavoidably aging entities 
with life stories that can be as revealing as individual biographies remains 
generally unwritten.495’  
Introduction 
What has been published to date about Brisbane City Hall as a subject has 
focused on its architectural features and their conservation and the political and 
economic history of the civic administrations that inhabited it. The political 
processes that led to its construction have been well covered. Very little has been 
written about how it was used and viewed by the city’s residents and visitors and 
its significance to life lived in Brisbane. Even statements of its cultural heritage 
significance fail to address its social meaning and how it has been valued by 
residents and visitors to the city. Although far from the ‘individual biography’ of the 
type found lacking by Harris in the quotation that begins this chapter, this study 
makes an initial contribution to investigating the social meaning of Brisbane City 
Hall.  
Discussion of research results 
A summary of the discussions and findings in each chapter is provided below.   
Chapter 1: The Research Project introduces some of the rhetoric commonly used 
to discuss City Hall and its meaning to the City Hall. It refers to the overarching 
narrative summarized by a statement from the City Hall 2010 Committee Report:  
‘City Hall has immense cultural significance for Brisbane, Queensland and the 
nation. It is the symbol and focus of Brisbane, an icon for the State’s capital.’496 
The chapter highlights that the social history of City Hall is a largely unexplored 
subject, yet its social value, social meaning and significance to Brisbane are 
attributed, to a significant degree, to it. The chapter outlines the research 
background, the research approach and procedure, the limitations of the research 
and the research questions. Importantly, it discusses social meaning and the aim 
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496 City Hall 2010 Committee, Saving Brisbane City Hall for Future Generations: City Hall  
     2010 Committee Report. October 2008.  
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of the study, which is to attempt to understand the social meaning of City Hall by 
examining how it was used and valued and its significance to a Brisbane life.  
 
Chapter 2: The Purpose of a City Hall examines expressions of the aspirations for 
City Hall and suggests that a lack of public discussion reported by newspapers 
suggests that the purposes were well understood and as such required little 
elaboration. The chapter discusses three Australian and three North American 
studies of town and city halls to provide insight into how the history and meaning of  
specific examples is addressed. Also addressed are statements that directly or 
indirectly refer to the purpose or meaning of Brisbane City Hall made in each of the 
three phases – prior to construction, construction and after opening. It identifies 
that one of the primary, stated purposes of City Hall was to make a statement 
about the city. The primary and secondary sources used in this study are also 
discussed.  
 
Chapter Three: Laying the Foundation Stone(s) examines the period from 1908, 
when the issue of a ‘new town hall’, although by that time a long standing one, rose 
to the surface of public life to greater extent than previously, to 1920, the year the 
second foundation stone for the ‘new town hall’ was laid. It introduces many of the 
debates that continued well after the building was finished and reveals that the 
want of a new town hall was keenly felt by many citizens, at least as far as it was 
presented by the newspapers of the day. Concern for the dignity and worthiness of 
the city were frequently cited as justification for the commencement of building 
work. A variety of texts addressing the ‘Town Hall question’ and the ‘Foundation 
Stones Jest’ show how the topic of the town hall was one of amusement and 
frustration of varying intensities, allayed only in part, by the laying of the second 
foundation stone by the Prince of Wales.  
 
Chapter Four: Building City Hall reveals much evidence that the construction phase 
of City Hall captured the attention and imagination of residents. As its more 
prominent features began to be revealed and the completion of the building 
approached, the volume of comment in newspapers about it increased. Many 
contentious issues were raised, prompted by suggestions for cost cutting and by 
the features themselves such as the roof, the tower, the clock and the chimes. 
Published opinions ranged the gamut from praise to scorn. This chapter highlights 
the claims of many correspondents that they were speaking for the majority, but 
the extent to which others agreed, disagreed or cared about the issues concerning 
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the City Hall or whether the volume of the comments reflects the type and number 
of letters selected for publication, cannot be known with certainty.    
 
In Chapter Five: Using City Hall the first decade of the public use of City Hall is 
discussed. Initially, use reflected the economic, political and socio-cultural forces 
that created it and the interests of a local ‘ruling’ elite. It quickly responded to the 
practical and circumstantial considerations of the time and as a result it usage 
broadened. It remained the centerpiece of civic social life, but the Concert Hall, in 
particular, with its large capacity and flat floor, also became an important venue for 
other large gatherings such as protests, political and sectarian meetings, electoral 
purposes and even Golden Casket draws. Small, organised communities of use 
conducted their affairs with City Hall as a base. Groups that formed for the 
purposes of social welfare and fundraising were focused around the activities of 
the Lord Mayor and Lady Mayoress as patrons. Decisions made by council about 
the use of City Hall defined its image and reputation in the community. Lord Mayor 
Jolly expressed explicitly that part of his mission and the role of City Hall was 
philanthropic - to aid the provision of social welfare. Some activities did not fit well 
with the City Hall’s role as an administration centre, such as the housing of Marion 
Steel’s soup kitchen. Many sources reveal how the City Hall played a role in the 
lives of children during the 1930s, the generation that would grow up with City Hall 
firmly entrenched in the backdrop of the city. This chapter also discusses how the 
epithet ‘million pound town hall’ entered into the local conversation once completed 
costs were known. 
 
Chapter Six: City Hall as a Measure reveals some other, less obvious ways that 
City Hall gained social meaning in a Brisbane life, including some of the many 
photographs of it that were published in newspapers and its intriguing use as a 
measure and signifier of many things, including the commencement of important, 
as well as day-to-day, events. The chapter also shows that City Hall became a 
locus of complaint for residents citing the building, its inhabitants and its costs in 
the expression of their dissatisfaction with a range of issues, with many noting the 
proximity of the well-appointed administrative centre to their lack of amenity.     
Summary of the results 
Brisbane City Hall was the end product of a major investment of skills, labour, 
materials and capital. It captured the attention and imagination of residents and 
visitors to the city, prior to and during its construction. For a time after completion, it 
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provided the newest and grandest of the many entertainment venues available to 
the Brisbane public. Its million pound price tag made a strong statement about the 
dignity and worthiness of the city, but for some it symbolized waste, extravagance 
and Council debt. 
 
 As fewer and fewer Brisbane residents can relate their early memories to the early 
days of Brisbane City Hall, it is imperative to capture the many strands that make 
up its history, because as Ryan asserts about city halls, ‘objects that provoked 
such intense public reaction, be it pride or scorn, are of interest both in their own 
right and as factors that contribute to the formation of civic culture and the course 
of historical events.’497 The history of City Hall, from which its social meaning may 
be derived, from the first calls for a ‘new Town Hall’, the debates about competing 
sites, its design and construction phases and its phases of use up to the present 
time, has been largely unexamined. Therefore its explicit contribution to the civic 
culture of the city has limited and little understanding. Deeper research into its 
history broadens and enlivens what has become a clichéd and convenient 
overarching narrative of the meaning of Brisbane City Hall. It also makes it a richer, 
more complex narrative and one unable to be captured in a sentence or two.  
 
City Hall has played an important role in the construction of identity in a life in 
Brisbane. As part of the backdrop to Brisbane, its social meaning lies with a 
person’s experience of the place. During the three phases discussed, evidence 
revealed that the meaning and significance of the City Hall also lay in the 
perceptions of those people who waited for it to be built, those who watched it 
being built and those who expressed their opinions of it, prior to any actual 
engagement with the physical building.  
 
Evidence shows that City Hall’s most important purpose during the three phases 
considered by this study was to signify the status of the city and communicating its 
dignity and worthiness as a modern city. Pride in an elegant and expensive civic 
headquarters was not felt by all. Residents objected to its expense and whilst it is 
impossible to know the size of this group or its proportion of the population, their 
concerns were reported in newspapers over a considerable number of years, 
particularly as the Depression took effect. Many residents also wrote letters to the 
editor expressing their pride in the building and their concerns for its appearance 
and finish. Evidence of poems and cartoons published in newspaper columns 	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shows that the local conversation about the ‘new town hall’ was also lively and a 
source of entertainment for many with its comment on a wide range of issues and 
concerns.  
 
Official aspirations for the public use of the new building were largely unexpressed 
in ways beyond the provision of a large hall in which to house the City Organ and 
space for small meetings of interest groups. This lack of prescription indicates that 
the public uses of City Hall if discussed were not reported, or if not discussed, than 
it is likely that the public purposes of a civic hall were well understood. Whether it 
was an institutional decision to make City Hall a ‘people’s place’ was not explicitly 
stated, discussed or reported during the phases examined. As a venue, ‘society 
events’, committee and fund-raising cliques co-existed alongside events that 
attracted more diverse groups of people and more popular purposes such as a trip 
up the tower and also more pedestrian purposes like a stop at the Rest Room. 
Refusals of use were few during its first decade and were generally the result of 
political or commercial concerns. City Hall was very much a hall for hire with its 
large auditorium and flat floor.   
 
Amongst current residents, most people interviewed related an opinion that City 
Hall was ‘special’ to them. There appeared to be some correlation between the 
amount of time people spent at City Hall and their depth of the feeling for it. 
Several former Brisbane City Council employees expressed very strong feelings for 
the building and a sense of pride and achievement in having worked there. 
However, some people who made only occasional visits to City Hall or had not 
visited for many years, expressed very strong feelings for the building and felt it 
was very important to them because of their past associations with it, particularly in 
the childhood. Most interviewees expressed their hopes that the integrity of the 
things that were special to them about City Hall remained after reopening. These 
special things included its old world feel, the Rest Room, the Concert Hall and free 
concerts and trips to the top of the tower.  
Review of the research approach  
The underlying premise of this study is that a broader and more comprehensive 
range of sources, when examined, provides a more nuanced, albeit more complex, 
understanding of the social meaning of City Hall, beyond its current over-arching 
narrative. The most challenging aspect of this study was to keep some sort of 
shape to it, as content delved into areas requiring some knowledge and 
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understanding of architecture, politics, history, economics, conservation studies, 
media and psychology amongst other areas. Working within a defined research 
approach influenced by the Annales School and the field of humanistic geography 
with emphasis on recognising the importance of the everyday and unofficial 
discourses about City Hall provided some framework. Using the structural 
framework of the three phases – a period prior to construction, the construction 
period and the first decade of public use; together with discussing evidence in 
roughly chronological order in each phase; helped to maintain a sense of internal 
logic within the work. Although it is likely to have benefitted from narrowing the 
scope of the work further. 
 
As previously stated, the social meaning of City Hall has not been addressed by 
published studies, nor has its social history. In the absence of secondary sources 
and some primary sources such as official records of the events held at City Hall, 
this study relied heavily on newspaper sources. Whilst digitisation has made 
searching more efficient in many respects, the number of potential useful results 
returned from searches was overwhelming. Newspaper sources have unique 
benefits – they provide details in a succinct, predictable and readily accessible 
format. Searches of newspapers revealed a wide variety of text types addressing 
City Hall during all three phrases of this study. A surprising feature of the research 
was the breadth of material that referred to City Hall in creative ways. In addition to 
the expected editorials, articles, letters and advertisements, evidence from 
photographs, poems, songs, cartoons, models and even foodstuffs provided 
alternative ways of considering social meaning. Newspaper sources uniquely 
provided the everyday, unofficial discourses in the local conversation about the 
City Hall as desired for this study. As primary source material, newspapers also 
present challenges such factual errors, determining the influence of a paper’s 
editorial policy on the published content and the need to assimilate widely varying 
reports on the same topic.  
 
The view of most interviewees was that the building itself, in particular its spaces 
and decoration, was important to them. Most described the building with words 
such as ‘wonderful’, ‘beautiful’, ‘old fashioned’ and ‘special’ and felt there was 
nowhere else like it in the city. Residents views are important and deserve far more 
attention than this study was able to accommodate, as discussed in the next 
section.  
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Opportunities for further research  
This study has revealed that there are many opportunities for further research. Of 
note are recent attempts by the City Council to encourage people to submit their 
recollections of City Hall for capture electronically. Building on these contributions 
with a rigorous oral history project would provide much information about City Hall 
where the material evidence is in public hands or where it has already been either 
lost or destroyed, deemed not important enough to keep. In her paper addressing 
the partnership of an oral historian with the Outward Bound organisation, Klaebe 
stresses the importance of high quality data collection and investigation to enable 
transcripts to be cross-referenced with historical evidence.498 The adoption of a 
strong record-keeping culture that recognizes the importance of gathering and 
preserving, even ephemeral and seemingly mundane, records of the use of City 
Hall is imperative and highly recommended. It is hoped that after the current 
restoration much attention is given to keeping and organizing the records and 
associated ephemera of events and activities held at City Hall.  
 
This study has ‘scratched the surface’ of the evidence in newspapers for how City 
Hall was used and there is much scope for further investigation beyond its first 
decade of public use to the present day. The digitisation of newspapers by the 
National Library of Australia has enabled more efficient searching for discovering 
what events and activities were conducted at City Hall. This new technology 
enables the crosschecking of events and even the use of phrases and particular 
words. The digital environment is a shifting one. At the time of writing digitised 
articles from The Sunday Mail have started to be released, and many more 
Brisbane and country papers will be digitised as the project progresses.   
 
Not discussed in this study, but encountered in the research process, were the 
many images of City Hall portrayed on items from its first few decades such as 
crockery, cutlery, clocks, scarves and many more. These souvenir objects, 
manufactured both locally and overseas for residents and visitors, also reveal 
much information about the social history and social meaning of City Hall.  
 
A theoretical approach that was touched on, but beyond the scope of this study, is 
the role architecture plays in communicating social identities and social meaning. 
Paul Jones notes that ‘architecture is one cultural space in which political projects 	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attempt to become socially meaningful, and where particular visions of publics are 
forged.’499 How the architecture of City Hall communicates social identity and the 
extent to which City Hall was or is the much-touted ‘people’s place’ or whether the 
phrase is one that postures, rather than delivers, warrants further investigation. 
 
Finally, further investigation into the social history of City Hall through the study 
and documentation of the events that have occurred there, is warranted because 
the evidence revealed underpins an accurate understanding of its social meaning. 
It is also more representative of the wide range of exchanges millions of users 
have had with the building during its history.  
Conclusion 
Brisbane City Hall is poised to reopen as ‘the people’s place’ for the third or fourth 
time in its history. Attempts to capture the attention and imagination of current 
residents of the city, asks them to, ‘reserve your place in history’ at a City Hall that 
is: ‘Even Better Than You Remember’500, in current attempts to ‘market’ 
participation. This view is an indication that how City Hall is remembered is 
important and must logically extend to the importance of remembering the distant 
past.  
 
City Hall’s epithet the ‘people’s place’ is an appropriate one. From opening day 
hundreds of people frequented the building each day, and for many, but not all, it 
played an important part in their life in Brisbane. Its physical space provided 
cultural and social space within which occurred many memorable occasions that 
enriched the lives of residents and visitors. However, those who waited for it, those 
who witnessed its construction and those who used it in the past, like current 
residents, did not share a single, homogenous view of the benefits or utility of a 
large, elegant and expensive City Hall.  
 
As an exploratory study of the social meaning of Brisbane City Hall, this study 
demonstrates that the social history of City Hall is rich and multilayered. A 
refurbished meaning for City Hall, more complex in its fabric and reflective of a 
diverse society is warranted. City Hall is, as its over-arching narrative implies, a 	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repository of the memories of the events and activities that took place there.  The 
social meaning of Brisbane City Hall throughout the eighty-three years of its 
existence is highly relevant to today. Documenting, studying and communicating 
the meanings that lay within that repository of memories, past, present and future, 
with authenticity, is a complex task and one that warrants much further 
investigation beyond an exploratory study. 
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Appendix 1    Brisbane City Hall Collection 
 	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A poem made of stone; a concrete song; 
The lisp of leaves forgotten in the wood; 
An inspiration that was born of flowers. 	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Sources: Previous page: Illustration: Brisbane: A Picturesque City (Mentone, Vic.: 
Nucolorvue Productions, [195-?]). Poem: excerpt from The City Hall by Mabel Forrest, 
(1930)     http://trove.nla.gov.au/work/36914991?versionId=47927861  
 
 
Introduction 
During the course of research on the social meaning of Brisbane City Hall I 
collected texts that made reference to City Hall, but differed from news reports and 
letters to the editor. This was done initially to illustrate points that I wished to make 
about the range of types of newspaper commentary on City Hall. However, as the 
collection grew in number, diversity and quirkiness, it provided another interesting 
way of understanding discourse about City Hall as responses reflected variously on 
it with creativity, whimsy, humour, pride, frustration and sarcasm. This appendix is 
a collection of those creative responses. It is comprised of over forty poems; topical 
references in a play review, a circus review and three songs; nine cartoons; three 
items of prose; two illustrations; three jokes; three models; two Christmas cakes; 
and a biscuit.   
  
Each of the seventy-one items either addresses the City Hall as its main topic or 
makes reference to it in a less direct way. The items cover a diverse range of 
topics including the speed of council decision-making (Items 1-16); the laying of a 
foundation stone by the Prince of Wales in 1920 (Items 19-21); the economic 
climate of The Depression (Items 35, 40, 46 and 61); the cost of City Hall (Items 38 
and 39); and responses to concerns raised by citizens in letters to the editor (Items 
33, 51 and 52). Included are three poems published at the time of the opening of 
City Hall on April 8 1930 (Items 48–50). They differ in purpose and tone from 
others in this collection. Several poems refer to the tower as a landmark or high 
point of the city (Items 60 and 69).  Items 1, 5, 10 and 19 reveal that the question 
of the ‘new town hall’ was a topical reference used for humorous effect in a play, a 
circus performance and songs, much to the delight of audiences. Item 22 is a 
surprising entrepreneurial celebration of the forthcoming ‘new town hall’ with ‘Town 
Creams’, a biscuit filled with passionfruit icing. Town Hall Creams were promoted 
with a model of the proposed building in biscuits in a Queen Street shop window in 
January 1923. Continuing with the theme of foodstuffs, the City Hall modeled in 
cake was presented to both Lord Mayor Chandler and the Archbishop of 
Canterbury (Item 70). The latter was presented with 140 pounds of fruitcake, with 
approximately half comprised of the City Hall, when he visited Brisbane in 1950. 
	  	   206	  
The other half of the presentation was Canterbury Cathedral with the two cakes 
linked by gilt clasped hands.  
  
Not included in this collection are works by published authors and poets. Their 
works, where specific reference is made to Brisbane City Hall, are well covered by 
several publications: Writers’ footprints: a Queensland literary companion 501; The 
third metropolis: imagining Brisbane through art and literature 1940 – 1970 502; and 
Queensland and its writers.503 Those publications do not discuss the type of light, 
topical verse and prose found in ephemeral sources such as newspapers. The 
database AustLit: The Australian Literature Resource is also a useful resource for 
finding published works that make reference to City Hall.    
 
Items have been sourced from The Brisbane Courier, Queensland Figaro, The 
Worker and The Australian Women’s Weekly; which have all been digitised by the 
National Library of Australia. Several items from The Sunday Mail, which is 
currently under-going digitisation, are also included. One poem is included from 
The Daily Mail and two cartoons are included from the Daily Standard, which have 
not been digitised. Items are arranged in chronological order by publication date 
from 1908 to 1953. Original introductions are included, where available, to provide 
some context. However, as the items are responses to current events, a broader 
context will be found by accessing items in their original context using the 
publication details provided. Each item is reproduced as accurately as possible. 
Due to the quality of original printing or the condition of the copy digitised, the best 
guess is provided in square brackets for words that were difficult to identify. 
Punctuation is also reproduced as accurately as possible, however marks are 
sometimes blurred in the original newspaper or have not scanned well prior to 
being digitised. Each original text is provided and its copy is set out as it appears in 
its original column; although in many cases setting out appears to be governed by 
column space, rather than poetic effect.  
 
Brisbane newspapers varied in readership and appealed to different political 
interests. The conservative papers were the Daily Mail and Brisbane Courier; 
which amalgamated in August 1933 to form The Courier-Mail. Another 	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
501 J. S. D. Mellick, and M. Freer, Writers' footprints: a Queensland literary companion  
     (North Melbourne, Vic.: Australian Scholarly Publishing, 2010). 
502 W. Hatherell, The third metropolis: imagining Brisbane through art and literature, 1940- 
     1970 (St Lucia, Qld.: University of Queensland Press, 2007). 
503 C. Hadgraft, Queensland and its writers. (Brisbane, University of Queensland Press,  
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conservative paper was Queensland Figaro, which tended to cover light news and 
entertainment. Its masthead for April 4 1930 reveals it incorporated Queensland 
Punch, Queensland Flashes and The Bohemian and presented its readers with, 
‘titbits of everyday, about everybody, and everything, with a peep at society, music 
and drama.’504 The Worker and the Daily Standard were the voices of the labour 
movement. 
 
Poems published in The Brisbane Courier and Queensland Figaro make up the 
greater part of this collection. Most are satirical, addressing current issues 
concerning the wait for a ‘new town hall’, its cost and making comment about City 
Hall in relation to council indebtedness, rates or the economic climate. The poems 
are timely responses to the issues of the day. As Houston noted about poems 
published in The London Times during the 1860s: 
 
Poems published in…newspapers participated in the larger shared 
discourse of current events, which makes them valuable to us as 
documents of historical interest and as examples of poetry’s capacity to 
offer emotional responses to current events in different language than that 
of the daily news.’505  
                                                                                                                                                                       
The inclusion of poems in newspapers raises questions about who actually read 
the columns and what was the function and meaning of poetry in broader contexts, 
such as the paper’s editorial position and each paper’s relationship with municipal 
councils. As Houston suggests, ‘perhaps a humorous poem served as a kind of 
relaxation for the mind wearied by data or by more letters to the editor about the 
price of meat’.506 It is also likely that the deliberate inclusion of poems and cartoons 
was ‘designed to convey a desired message to a selected audience;’507 with the 
aim of reinforcing the newspaper’s editorial position. Most of the poems in this 
collection appeared in columns published in the Saturday editions of newspapers. 
This suggests it may have been customary for Saturday columnists to use parody 
to satirise the issues of the week gone-by with humour and wit or provide an end-
of-week entertainment for readers or both. The poems played a role in the local 
conversation about the issues surrounding the town hall, but the extent of the role 
	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
504 Masthead, Queensland Figaro, April 4, 1930, 1.  
505 Natalie M. Houston, "Newspaper Poems: Material Texts in the Public Sphere," Victorian  
    Studies 50, no. 2 (2008): 239. 
506 Ibid., 236. 
507 Scott Vokey, "Inspiration for Insurrection or Harmless Humour? Class and Politics in the 
     Editorial Cartoons of Three Toronto Newspapers During the Early 1930s,” Labour 45,  
    no. Spring (2000): 142.  
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or their impact could not be determined with accuracy. All columns were published 
under pen-names. Table 1 below gives broad details about the columns. 
 
Table 1: Details of newspaper columns referred to in this collection. 
                                                                                                                                                   
Abbreviations: BC Brisbane Courier, QF Queensland Figaro, CM Courier-Mail, W Worker. 
 
 
Title of column Paper Approximate time column was 
published 
Number of items 
included here 
Shreds and Patches by 
“Elwyn” 
BC 1903 – 1910 Saturday column 6 
Stray Reflections by “Rollo” BC 1911 – 1919 Saturday column 1 
Whimplin Whimsies by “St. 
Ebbar” 
BC 1916 – 1919 Saturday column 2 
Topic and Verse by 
“Aliquis” 
BC 1919 – 1920 Saturday column 2 
Jest and Earnest by O.C. 
Cabot 
BC 1922 – 1928 Saturday column 8 
Facts, Fads, Feats and 
Fancies 
QF 1901 – 1933 Saturday only 
publication after 1914 
1 
Sidelights by “Ixion” BC 1903 – 1932 Saturday column 13 
Sidelights by “Piripi” BC / CM 1932 – 1933 Saturday column 2 
The Passing Show W 1911 – 1933 published weekly 1 
Honi Soit, Etc. by “Lyttell 
Mee” 
QF 1929 – 1931 Saturday only 
publication 
5 
 
 
The columnists  
This section discusses the work of the four columnists indicated in bold type in 
Table 1. Databases such as AustLit and the Australian Dictionary of Biography and 
obituaries published in newspapers have provided information about their lives and 
other works. A proportion of Brisbane residents would probably have known the 
identity of columnists writing under pen-names. Thomas Rabbets (‘St. Ebbar’) was 
well known in music circles in Brisbane. E. N. MacCulloch (‘O. C. Cabot’) and 
Francis Kenna (‘Ixion’) were well-established journalists who also contributed 
poems to The Bulletin. All addressed a wide range of topics from municipal matters 
to state, national and international affairs in their poems and columns.  
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Shreds and Patches by “Elwyn”  
Six poems by ‘Elwyn,’ published in the ‘Shreds and Patches’ column in The 
Brisbane Courier between 1908 and 1910, are included in this collection. The 
years 1908 and 1909 have been described as the time the town hall project was 
brought ‘to the surface in an extreme form.’508 ‘Elwyn’s’ poems echo the frustration 
felt by many residents over delays in decision-making about the building of a new 
town hall and the obstructionist tactics of the aldermen whose preference was to 
build on the Valley site, as shown by the following excerpts: 
 
The Aldermanic Sleepers 
(Item 2) 
And now they want a big Town Hall,                                                                                                                                                                       
  Fit for a modern city;                                                                                                                                                                                           
From what we know of Brisbane old                                                                                                                                                                   
  This would be of great pity.  
 
Oh, let us sleep with in the scrub;                                                                                                                                                                  
  Let no man wake us ever;                                                                                                                                                                                     
For years may come and years may go,                                                                                                                                                  
  Let us sleep on for ever! 
                                                                 (lines 45-52) 
 
The Reactionary Aldermen 
(Item 3) 
We lurk where aldermanic plots 
    Are hatched to cause a ruction: 
We care not for the city’s [wants]- 
    Our business is obstruction. 
                                                                 (lines 17-20) 
 
Town Hall Twaddle 
(Item 6) 
The aldermen may come and go, 
  The talk goes on for ever; 
The old Town hall shall stand for aye; 
  A new one shall be never. 
Their epitaph will written be 
  When long they cease to straddle: 
“The Spartan aldermen lie here 
  Who died from Town Hall twaddle!”  
                                                                 (lines 41-48) 
 
 
In two poems ‘Elwyn’ names the obstructionist aldermen. In The Rime of the 
Auncient Councillere (Item 4) the alderman from Booroodabin referred to is 
Alderman Down who wanted the town hall built on the Valley site:  
It is an auncient councillere, 
  He came from Booroodabin, 
And he stoppeth ane Brisbane aldermanne 
  With his fingers long and thin. 
             (lines 1-4) 	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
508 John Laverty, “Civic Temple or Tower of Babel: A History of Brisbane’s City Hall,” in   
     Brisbane: Corridors of Power, ed. Barry Shaw and Brisbane History Group, 20 (Kelvin    
     Grove, Qld.: Brisbane History Group, 1997). 
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“Begonne, thou silly councillere, 
      To the feaste I must awaye!” 
  The councillere seized him by the coatte 
      And forced him there to staye, 
  Begging in gentlemanly style 
       For a twenty years’ delay. 
                                                                    (lines 29-34) 
In To Certain Aldermen (Item 7) ‘Elwyn’ refers to Aldermen McMaster, Down, 
Buchanan and Fleming in a scathing tone:  
 Are ye dead mummies waiting resurrection, 
    But meanwhile kept in an antique museum 
 To illustrate the lectures of Professors 
    From a Lyceum? 
                            (lines 23-26) 
  A plug of dynamite would sure be fitting 
                  To rouse ye up before the last trump’s call, 
               Before some Judge demands if ye are building 
                  THAT NEW TOWN HALL! 
                                                                    (lines 39-42) 
 
The identity of ‘Elwyn’ could not be established.  
 
Whimplin Whimsies by “St. Ebbar” 
Thomas G. Rabbets, journalist, composer and musician, adopted the pen-name 
‘St. Ebbar’ (his surname spelt backwards) for the ‘Whimplin Whimsies’ column 
which appeared in The Brisbane Courier on alternate Saturdays from 1916 to 
1919. His poems also highlight delays in decision-making and debates about the 
preferred site for the new town hall. In A Laying “Lay” (Item 15) he wrote: 
 
And aldermen have wrangled hard and fought                                                                                                                                         
themselves to fits,                                                                                                                                                                                        
And spent their lives in jealousy and gall;                                                                                                                                        
And all because the asses                                                                                                                                                                
Couldn’t build it in three places! –                                                                                                                                                     
The money wouldn’t run to more than one                                                                                                                                  
Town Hall! 
                                                            (lines 33-39) 
 
His whimsical, tongue-in-cheek solutions to the debate, which include building a 
town hall on wheels or one that could be floated, each with the facility to be moved 
to a site preferred by the public or successive ruling council administrations, are 
described in A Sermon on the Town Hall  (Item 16):  
Any proposal for a town hall on wheels, that could be shifted from place to 
place as public opinion veered from one spot to another as the most 
suitable camp for a town hall, would almost certainly be greeted with 
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derision. Yet the more one seriously contemplates such an idea, the more it 
seems to have to commend it…Perhaps in another twenty years human 
progress along the lines of mechanics may be such that it will be possible 
to have an aerial town hall, held in position by a fleet of Zeppelins! 
 
After his death Rabbets’ wife and brother published a collection of his columns in 
memoriam.509 
 
Jest and Earnest by O.C. Cabot 
The Brisbane Courier’s ‘Jest and Earnest’ column was written under the pen-name 
‘O. C. Cabot’ by Edward Newton MacCulloch from 1922 to 1928. Discussion in 
council about roofing the town hall with iron, as an economy measure, prompted 
him to write Their Monument (Item 34) in 1928. It is a short, humorous poem 
written with a simple scheme of rhyming couplets that create a rhythm likely to 
have been enjoyed by readers. Its topical subject quotes the expression ‘spoiling 
the ship for a ha'p'orth o' tar’ used by “W.P.” in a letter to the editor about the 
covering of the dome in the previous month510: 
 
Wonderful beggars our aldermen are -  
Spoiling the ship for a ha'p'orth o' tar  
Spend a cool million for their own behoof, 
And top-off the new Town Hall with a 
      tin roof! 
Wonderful beggars! Who knows what 
      they're at"? 
Wear a dress-suit with a "boater" straw- 
      hat! 
That’s their idea of the fit and the pro- 
      per- 
"Roof the new Town Hall with iron, not 
      copper!" 
Galvanised iron reminds them of home, 
So galvanised iron will do for the dome- 
 
Strutting ephemerae! Jacks-in-the-Green! 
When you have passed from this mutable 
      scene, 
Scornful Posterity, standing aloof, 
Will point to your monument- Brisbane's 
      Tin Roof! 
 
Three of MacCulloch’s poems in this collection address Lord Mayor William Jolly’s 	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
509 Author record, Thomas G. Rabbets, AustLit: The Australian Literature Resource  
     (www.austlit.edu.au), 2002; Thomas G. Rabbets, Whimplin Whimsies and Other  
     Selections  (Brisbane, Queensland: R. G. Gillies, 1919). 510	  “Town Hall Dome,” Brisbane Courier, February 15, 1928, 18.  
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time in office: Alderman Jolly Stands Again (Item 28), In the Consulship of Jollius 
(Item 31) and William Municipalises (Item 32). Over 300 of MacCulloch’s poems 
were published in The Bulletin from 1902 to 1934. From 1894 to 1898 his poems 
appeared in Perth newspapers.511  
 
Sidelights by “Ixion” 
Francis Kenna adopted the pen-name ‘Ixion’ for the weekly ‘Sidelights’ column in 
The Brisbane Courier from 1903 to 1932. During his career Kenna edited The 
Worker and contributed poems and short stories to journals including The 
Boomerang and The Bulletin. Kenna was also a serving member of the 
Queensland Legislative Assembly representing Bowen from 1898 – 1908 in four 
parliaments.512 References to City Hall in his work mainly comment on economic 
concerns such as its costs and council indebtedness. Municipal Matters (Item 62) 
reminds readers of the cost of the town hall clock tower coupled with the uncertain 
costs of Brisbane’s sewerage project: 
 
The Town Hall clock proclaims the  
     knell of parting day. 
   The spire cost eighty thousand, as 
          you see. 
The Sewerage onwards drags its weary 
        way, 
    And no one knows how much the  
          cost will be. 
                                                    (lines 1-8)   
 
Two poems use the phrase ‘million-pound town hall’. The epithet frequently 
appeared in newspaper columns and letters. It generally served two opposing 
purposes. Some commentators employed the price tag to indicate pride in an 
edifice worthy of the city; others found it useful to highlight economic waste, 
unwarranted extravagance and money that could have been better spent on the 
more immediate needs of ratepayers. In Relieving the Unemployed (Item 47) it is 
used to highlight the splendor of the chambers in which the council sat to consider 
requests from the unemployed seeking permission to camp at Nudgee Beach 
during The Depression. In On Rations (Item 63) ‘Ixion’ comments on cut-backs in 
the numbers of council staff, by referring to a half empty ‘million-pound town hall’:   
 	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
511 Author record, E. N. MacCulloch, AustLit: The Australian Literature Resource  
    (www.austlit.edu.au), 2002. 
512 Author record, Francis Kenna, AustLit: The Australian Literature Resource  
    (www.austlit.edu.au), 2002. 
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Relieving the Unemployed! 
 
In its magnificent million-pound  
    Town Hall 
  The Brisbane Council sat 
Pondering ponderously 
   Over this and that 
With a superlative dignity and oppres- 
          sive omniscience 
   Befitting its lavish appointments and 
          its luxurious surroundings.  
                                            (lines 1-9)
   
On Rations                                                             
 
THE Million-pound Town Hall in 
        gloom 
    Stands still in Market Square, 
One half of its staff, from room to room, 
    Is now no longer there. 
                                            (lines 1-5) 
 
Three poets 
Three poems by recognized poets, Mabel Forrest, Emily Bulcock and Llywelyn 
Lucas, published around the time of the opening of City Hall, show a depth of 
strong positive feeling and are full of admiration and awe at the achievement of the 
construction of City Hall. In this respect they are unlike most of the other poems in 
this collection. The City Hall (Item 48) by Mabel Forrest was read by Harry 
Borredale at the opening ceremony for Brisbane City Hall on April 8 1930. It is 
carved on marble and sits within an elaborately carved wooden frame that was 
housed in City Hall prior to the restoration.  
Forrest was an accomplished poet and playwright whose work appeared in many 
Australian newspapers and in published volumes.513  Emily Bulcock was a poet 
and freelance journalist whose poems were published in Brisbane, Sydney and 
Melbourne newspapers.514 Llywelyn Lucas was a poet, playwright and 
horticulturalist whose poems appeared in The Bulletin, The Brisbane Courier, The 
Courier-Mail, The Australian Women’s Mirror and Meanjin Papers and in published 
anthologies.515 
Forrest’s The City Hall begins by referring back to the natural state of the site and 
aboriginal presence there to ask whether such a thing as the City Hall could have 
been conceived and concludes with its architectural grandeur and worthiness: 
 	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
513 Author record, Mabel Forrest, AustLit: The Australian Literature Resource  
    (www.austlit.edu.au), 2002. 
514 Author record, Emily Bulcock, AustLit: The Australian Literature Resource  
    (www.austlit.edu.au), 2002. 
515 Author record, Llywelyn Lucas, AustLit: The Australian Literature Resource  
    (www.austlit.edu.au), 2002. 
	  	   214	  
Was there among them one who dreamed of towers,                                                                                    
Of mighty walls, of arches and of steps                                                                                                              
So proud and wonderful? Of pillars marble-veined,                                                                                        
Of precious woods, of brass and copper curled                                                                                                 
To gracious shapes? Of flashing rays of light?                                                                                                     
     (lines 10- 14) 
 
The loveliness of tower and of wall,                                                                                                                     
Of sculptured beauty crowned with stately spire,                                                                                            
Built on foundations of a people’s love –                                                                                                            
A man’s ambition welded to his toil -                                                                                                                  
The star supreme of architectural grace,                                                                                                       
Crying: “This shall be worthy of our land,                                                                                                
Queensland – with majesty – we crown thee Queen!” 
      (lines 32-38) 
 
Bulcock’s City Hall – A Dedication (Item 49) looks to the uses to which City Hall will 
be put and the legacy of the building: 
 
 What changeful life the high-domed hall       
               will know! 
 Beauty and youth dancing gay nights  
               away; 
 Calm hours when Science lifts her lamp  
               aglow; 
 Or Music speaks, as only Music may. 
 
Oh souls unborn, new 'heritors of the  
       land 
In those far years, in which we have no  
       part, 
This is our gift to you: These walls will  
       stand 
                                               (lines 31-43) 
 
 
Lucas’ untitled poem (Item 50) begins with the expression of worthiness and 
dignity, concepts that were frequently referred to when describing City Hall. It 
concludes by referring to the effect of the building on those working within it: 
 
Brisbane is a young queen, 
    And she is grown so tall,  
    It is fitting she have a sceptre 
    And her own stately hall. 
                                        (lines 1-4) 
 
Beauty shall roof their calling, 
        On pillars straight and bright, 
       Of Brisbane be the city 
            Of lovliness and right. 
     (lines 13-16) 
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Readers’ poems 
Four items, Brisbane’s Town Hall (Item 11) a simple short verse, A Poem on Work 
(Item 35), Welcome to Our Marjorie (Item 65) and The City Hall (Item 69) appear to 
be the only poems in this collection contributed by readers. A Poem on Work is a 
poignant poem, written in first person voice and addressed to the Mayor from an 
unemployed person seeking work at City Hall:  
 
I have not any work to do, 
So this is why I'm writing you, 
Asking your Worship if you could 
Help a poor chap out of the wood? 
The City Hall has lots of rooms, 
Which may be swept by many brooms, 
But it you have a broom to spare, 
Then I would like to do my share, 
By helping to do what I can 
In making that Hall spick and span. 
                                                  (lines 1-10) 
 
Welcome to Our Marjorie highlights the City Hall as a place about which to boast to 
visitors and shows pride in ownership of the building. Written in the style of second 
person point of view, ‘you’ addresses Marjorie Wilson, the daughter of Sir Leslie 
Orme Wilson, Governor of Queensland. The poem informs the newly arrived 
Marjorie of what Queensland has to offer her and includes the lines: 
 
Perhaps you thought our city would be                                                                                                                                          
small,                                                                                                                                                                                       
You may change your mind when you                                                                                                                                           
see “our City Hall”;                                                                                                                                                                 
For Alderman Jolly could evidently see,                                                                                                                                            
The big improvement to Brisbane it                                                                                                                                    
would be. 
                                                 (lines 16-22) 
 
City Hall in song 
 
Three song titles are referred to in this collection: When They Open the New Town 
Hall (performed at the Palace Gardens, Item 10); When the Prince of Wales 
Arrives in Town (performed for the Prince of Wales by Billy Maloney, Item 19); and 
Brisbane’s Pride – the New Town Hall (performed at the Cremorne Theatre by Billy 
Maloney, Item 23). All make humorous and topical reference to the upcoming town 
hall. A fourth song Back to Brisbane Week (performed at the Cremorne Theatre by 
Billy Maloney, Item 23) may also make reference to City Hall.  
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Efforts to locate the lyrics of When They Open the New Town Hall, Brisbane’s 
Pride – the New Town Hall and Back to Brisbane Week have been unsuccessful. 
When the Prince of Wales Arrives in Town was written and performed by Billy 
Maloney (Figure 1), who joined John McCallum’s Town Topics Company in 1920. 
The sheet music was published by Harston’s. Maloney performed the song for the 
Prince of Wales at a State banquet on the evening of July 29 1920; the day the 
foundation stone for City Hall was laid. Amongst other topical references, it 
included the line: ‘The Council will shock you all and start to build the new town 
hall’.  
 
Another of Maloney’s songs entitled, How are They Going to get That Crane Down 
from our Wonderful City Hall? is referred to by Brown in a recently published news 
item, but no references to it were located in the newspapers of the time.516 
Maloney, a comedian, dancer, singer and songwriter, was a vaudeville performer 
who toured Australia and became known as ‘The Man with the Silver Stick’ (Figure 
2).   
  
Figure 1: Billy Maloney  
Source: “Royal taste in music,” 
Advertiser (Adel.), February 12, 1927, 
19. 
Figure 2: Billy Maloney 
caricature  
Caption: The Man with the Silver 
Stick – Billy Maloney in “Town 
Topics.” Source: The Mail (Adel.), 
December 1, 1923, 13. 	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  516	  Phil Brown,  “Hall of Fame,” Brisbane News, Australia/New Zealand Reference Centre,  
     EBSCOhost.  
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Maloney was a popular and versatile entertainer who performed in many parts of 
Australia. Performances at the Cremorne Theatre in the 1920s were very popular. 
Programs show performances every night of the week and Saturday matinees with 
a  regular spot on the bill entitled ‘Harston’s Hits’.517 Harston’s music shop styled 
itself as ‘the home of catchy music’ (Figure 3). Pixley notes the Cremorne provided, 
‘entertainment on “refined” vaudeville lines, and those who provided it were 
immensely popular with Brisbane audiences, many of whom had permanent 
weekly seats.’518 One review noted the reception of When the Prince of Wales 
Arrives in Town at the Cremorne commenting, ‘the composition, full of references 
to local personages and localities, was applauded to the echo.’519  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Figure 3: Harston’s advertisement 
for the Prince’s favourites. 
The Prince’s favourites included ‘When 
the Prince Arrived” available at 
Harston’s, The Home of Catchy Music. 
Source: Brisbane Courier, August 16, 
1920, 2. 
 
Seven years after his performance for the Prince of Wales and just prior to a visit 
by the Duke and Duchess of York to Adelaide in 1927, The Advertiser drew on 
Maloney’s experience, noting he sang his own composition, When the Prince of 
Wales Arrived in Town [sic] which was  
 full of smart topical illusions which pleased his Royal Highness immensely. 
 The Prince afterwards sent for Mr. Maloney and congratulated him on his 
 composition and his singing. He said it was the only comedy song which  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
517 [Cremorne Theatre: Program File], Fryer Library, The University of Queensland.  
518 Norman S. Pixley, “Entertainment in Brisbane – Recollections,” Journal of the Royal  
    Historical Society of Queensland, 10, no. 2 (1976), 16.  
519 "Town Topics," Brisbane Courier, July 10, 1920, 12. 
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            had been dedicated to him during his tour520 
 
Maloney’s publicity came to incorporate ‘the man who appeared before the Prince 
of Wales’ along with ‘the man with silver stick’. In 1927 it was reported that the 
Prince of Wales was interested in the stick that had been given to Maloney by his 
Brisbane admirers,521 and by 1936, an article published prior to Maloney leaving for 
New Zealand, shows the story of the silver stick had entered the folklore of the 
Prince’s visit: 
 Mr Maloney, who was an idol of Brisbane audiences in 1920, in that year  
sang before the present King when, as the Prince of Wales, his Majesty 
was in  Brisbane. The Queensland Cabinet presented him with a silver 
walking stick as a memento of the occasion, and the silver stick has often 
figured with Mr. Maloney on the stage ever since.522                                
 
Visual references to City Hall  
Also included in this collection are several visual texts. Like poetry and public 
performances of plays and songs, newspaper cartoons, as a genre, have a long 
history of portraying topical political issues and events.   
Most of the cartoons in this collection were published in papers associated with the 
labour movement. Breaking the News (Item 14) and A Study in Foundation Stones 
(Item 21) from The Worker both lampoon the speed of council decision making. A 
Gift of £10,000 (Item 24) also from The Worker, comments on the council’s labour 
arrangements for City Hall, specifically, the use of a contractor, the amount of the 
payment to the contractor and The Brisbane Courier’s support of the council. Billy 
Muggins Does a Bit of Furnishing (Item 39), also from The Worker, comments on 
the cost of furnishing the Lady Mayoress’ rooms in City Hall. The Worker cartoons 
are all unsigned. James (Jim) Case was cartoonist at The Worker from 1908 to 
1920 (and the Daily Standard from 1912 to 1920)523, but the cartoons differ 
stylistically from his signed work.  
Two cartoons from the front pages of the Daily Standard (Item 52), comment on 
the volume of the town hall chimes and their effect on people trying to sleep in the 
city; a topical issue after City Hall’s opening. Also included in this collection are 	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
520 “Royal Taste in Music. Mr. Billy Maloney’s Experience,” Advertiser (Adel.), February 12,  
    1927, 9. 
521 Ibid. 
522 “’Billy’ Maloney for New Zealand Tour,” Courier-Mail, February 5, 1936, 21. 
523 D. J. Murphy, “Case, James Thomas (1884–1921)”, Australian Dictionary of Biography,  
    National Centre of Biography, Australian National University,  
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three cartoons from The Sunday Mail (Items 38, 46 and 53) by Hal Eyre (Figure 4). 
Eyre began his career as a cartoonist in Brisbane at the Courier and the Observer. 
He then worked on the Sydney Daily Telegraph for eighteen years where he was 
well known for his cartoons during World War One. Eyre returned to Brisbane in 
1926 to work on the Sunday Mail and Daily Mail.524 His cartoons in this collection 
go beyond commenting on topical issues into imaginary and whimsical 
extrapolations of the news stories. In Saluting the “Admiral” (Item 38) he presents 
an ‘imaginary sketch’ of the mayor’s orderly in uniform, taking salute on the City 
Hall steps, after it was announced the orderly was being equipped with a uniform 
that an alderman remarked resembled that of an admiral. The Funfare of Trumpets 
(Item 46) presents the mayor and several aldermen as a band performing the 
musical program at the opening of City Hall as a result of council’s economy 
measures. A Lost Opportunity (Item 53) comments on the unruly crowd that took 
exception to the adjudicators’ decision on choir performances at the Queensland 
Eisteddfod and presents one of the adjudicators Dr. Arundel Orchard conducting 
the angry crowd with his baton.525 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Figure 4: Self caricature by Hal Eyre                                                                         
Source: Sunday Mail, October 3, 1926, 9. 
	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
524 “Mr. Hughes and the Cartoonist,” Sunday Mail, October 31, 1926, 9.  
525 “Ned Kelly: Unruly Scene at Choral Competition,” The Canberra Times, April 23, 1930,  
      3.  
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An interesting series of full-page illustrations appeared overprinting the front and 
back pages of The Brisbane Courier in the week of the Prince of Wales’ visit to the 
city. Item 20 shows the front and back pages for Thursday 29th July 1920, the day 
the Prince laid the second foundation stone for City Hall. The illustrations are 
printed in a blue-green colour, symbolic to the Prince of Wales.526   
 
The image of the City Hall was appropriated commercially for advertising and 
entertainment purposes, stamped on the face of a biscuit and used as a model. 
Town Hall Creams were made from about 1922 by Swallow and Ariell, in honour of 
the new town hall (Item 22). For what seems to be a raised impression, the biscuit 
featured a remarkably accurate representation of the completed town hall without 
its planned acroterial sculpture, well before cost-cutting measures would eliminate 
it. The ‘Wee Golf Course’ (Item 58) was a miniature 18-hole golf course built at the 
corner of Wickham Terrace and Barry Parade. It opened in November 1930. Along 
with a replica of the Grey Street Bridge, the course included a model of City Hall 
with its beacon light atop and as with City Hall, the boast of the ‘Wee Golf Course’ 
was that it was completely constructed of Queensland materials.527 Ironically, the 
mini golf course was situated close to the site for the City Hall, favoured, and much 
fought over, by the aldermen from the Valley. Citrus growers enlisted the 
assistance of Douglas Carrick, the City Hall building contractor, to erect a model 
town hall clock made from oranges to advertise orange season (Item 36).  
 
Conclusion 
This collection highlights alternative discourses, shared in the public domain, which 
collectively provide a valuable frame through which the social meaning of Brisbane 
City Hall may be explored. Debates during the long wait for the ‘new town hall’ and 
its lengthy construction phase, during which many revisions to plans and decisions 
were discussed and commented on in newspapers, resulted in the ‘town hall 
question’ being addressed in many different ways. The capacity of poems, songs 
and cartoons to express wit, humour, frustration or anger over the prolonged local 
controversy, in ways that differ from the language of letters and articles, is evident 
in this collection. 	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
526 Other illustrations included: the Prince of Wales’ feathers (26/07/1920); a map of   
     Queensland inset with ‘The Prince and the Digger’ (27/07/1920); an illustration ‘One  
     people, one flag, one destiny’ (28/07/1920); a drawing of Shakespeare with the words  
     ‘Shakespeare – The Shakespeare Society gives a ball in honour of the Prince: A son  
     who is the theme of honour’s tongue. King Henry IV’ (30/07/1920); and a crown with the  
     words ‘The crown the symbol of imperial unity’ (31/07/1920). 
527 “’Wee’ Golf Course Opened,” Brisbane Courier, November 5, 1930, 6. 
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Poems referring to City Hall featured regularly in columns over the periods of pre-
construction, construction and the first decade of its use, suggesting that they were 
enjoyed by readers, whether they agreed with them or not, in a similar way to the 
topical references in a play and a circus performance were reported as being 
enjoyed by audiences (Items 1 and 5). As McNair commented, 
 
the opinions of the columnist entertain not only when they make the reader 
laugh or smile, but also when they engage readers in reflection around the 
topic under discussion. Furthermore, one may agree or disagree with the 
column without this detracting from its entertainment value. Indeed, 
knowing that we will disagree with a columnist whose opinions occupy the 
other end of the ideological spectrum from our own is often what compels 
us to read.528  
  
Many more creative responses to City Hall are likely to exist in newspaper sources. 
The digitisation of Australian newspapers has made searching a large collection of 
material more efficient. However, keyword searching for poems and cartoons in 
digitized material yields few results directly, because word ‘poem’ or ‘cartoon’ or 
similar does not usually appear in the article heading, text, or caption. Finding one 
poem written by a regular columnist can lead to finding others by searching for 
their name or pen-name or the name of the column with the phrase ‘town hall’ or 
‘city hall’ or keywords such as ‘aldermen’, ‘council’ or ‘mayor’. Searching for 
specific dates, such as when foundation stones were laid and the opening of 
Brisbane City Hall, is also a useful strategy for finding creative responses. Using 
filters to find illustrations assists to locate a variety of visual material. 
 
Such a large and diverse collection, covering the preconstruction, construction and 
the usage phases of City Hall, raises the question whether any other building in 
Brisbane or Australia has featured in such a variety of creative responses over 
such an extended period of time. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
528 Brian McNair, “I, columnist,” in Pulling Newspapers Apart: Analyzing Print Journalism,  
     ed. Bob Franklin, 115-116 (New York: Routledge, 2008). 
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1. Bluebell in Fairyland 
 Source: Entertainment, Brisbane Courier, August 3, 1908, 2.  
 	  
	  
An extract from a review of the 
children’s play Bluebell in Fairyland 
which opened at Her Majesty’s 
Theatre on Saturday, August 1st, 
1908.   
Extract: 
….Through many adventures and 
discouragement, chasing the will-
o’-the-wisp, she prosecutes her 
search, followed by a friendly cat 
and two very fat and rather 
cowardly schoolboys, until she 
finds the underground chamber 
where the King sleeps in his high-
backed chair. The long white hair 
and beard sweep the floor, 
covering his bowed form as in a 
garment. Bluebell pulls the magic 
bell suspended above his head, 
and he wakes to life, creaking and 
groaning like a long disused and 
rusty machine. “Have I been 
asleep?” he asks. “Yes, your 
Majesty,” replies Bluebell, “You 
have been asleep for 300 years.” 
“Three hundred years,” groans the 
old fellow; “Have they built the new 
Town Hall yet?” and the theatre 
shook with applause and laughter 
at his singularly apt and pointed 
words…	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2. The Aldermanic Sleepers 
 Source: Shreds and Patches By “Elwyn”, Brisbane Courier, August 29, 1908, 14. 
	  
	  
	  
Certain reactionary aldermen object to 
the erection of a new Town Hall, and are 
otherwise opposed to everything which 
makes for the progress of Queensland’s 
capital. Do they sleep; do they dream; 
are there visions about? – News item.  
             
           The Aldermanic Sleepers 
         (With apologies to Tennyson) 
 
We come from haunts of antique men, 
    Where lived the famed Aunt Sally; 
We’ve slept for nigh ten thousand years 
    Within a Brisbane Valley. 
 
The years may come, the years may go,  
    Close by the Brisbane River;  
No matter what the progress made, 
     We shall sleep on for ever. 
 
No need to ask why we sleep on 
    As times move fast and faster;  
For one of us is known as Down 
    The other John McMaster.  
 
Of course, we are not dead as yet, 
   And neither was Rip Winkle, 
Who on the Kaatskill mountains high 
    Slept, deaf to roar or tinkle. 
 
The years may come, the ages flow, 
Close by the Brisbane river; 
No matter what the progress made, 
We shall sleep on forever. 
 
In densest scrub by weeds o’ergrown, 
Lantana and tall nettles, 
We sleep despite the missiles thrown- 
The cans and broken bottles. 
 
The spiders’ webs across our eyes 
    Have wove the densest shadow; 
We care not while they let us snore 
    Within our Sleepy Hollow.  
 
And thus for ever must we sleep, 
    Too tired for e’en a shiver. 
While everywhere advance is made 
    Along the Brisbane river.  
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For years may come and ages go 
    By every sea and river; 
No matter what the progress made, 
    We shall sleep on for ever. 
 
Sometimes, alas, we have nightmare 
    Because of men’s endeavour; 
Yet In our dreams we fancy yet 
    We shall obstruct for ever. 
 
When first we slept proud Brisbane’s site 
    Contained a little village, 
Which a marauding Chinaman 
    Would reckon poorest pillage.  
 
And now they want a big Town Hall, 
    Fit for a modern city; 
From what we know of Brisbane old 
    This would be of great pity.  
 
Oh, let us sleep with in the scrub; 
    Let no man wake us ever; 
For years may come and years may go, 
    Let us sleep on for ever!	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3. The Reactionary Alderman 
	   Source: Shreds and Patches By “Elwyn”, Brisbane Courier, Sept 26, 1908, 13. 
 
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
The reactionary aldermen have carried 
some more resolutions for the purpose of 
delaying the construction of a new Town 
Hall worthy of the city, and as approved by 
the ratepayers. It is commonly believed 
that they will obstruct the city's progress 
for the term of their natural life, whether in 
or out of office, and their reactionary 
ghosts may haunt the old Town Hall when 
the new one has been erected. 
 
       The Reactionary Aldermen 
(With further apologies to Tennyson.) 
 
We come from haunts of bats and owls, 
    We make a sudden rally; 
To prove to men we are awake 
    We bicker for the Valley. 
 
We clatter on our perverse ways 
    In little cliques and factions; 
We babble as the wild ass brays 
    To cause confused distractions. 
 
We chatter, chatter, as we go 
    The town's affairs to tangle; 
Of love for progress oft we blow, 
    But glory in a wrangle.  
 
We crawl about, and in and out 
    Like slippery eels we slither; 
For meetings come, and meetings go - 
    We slither on for ever. 
 
We lurk where aldermanic plots 
    Are hatched to cause a ruction: 
We care not for the city’s [wants]- 
    Our business is obstruction. 
 
Committee meetings serve us best 
    By giving room to quibble; 
In tactics dark we had a zest; 
   ‘Tis our delight to fribble.  
 
We dodge, we crawl, we brag, we bounce 
    At all the Council meetings; 
We imitate the lion’s roar, 
    The gentle lamb’s weak bleatings. 
 
In devious ways we waste the time 
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    Which leads to action never; 
For Mayors come and councils go, 
    But we obstruct for ever.  
 
These things, of course, are done in sleep; 
    Our speech is nought but snoring; 
We only have of strength enough 
    To send our ghosts exploring. 
 
A city suffering from our dreams 
    Will soon wake with a shiver 
To bury all Rip Winkles deep; 
    And then progress for ever.	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4. The Rime of the Auncient Councillere 
 Source: Shreds and Patches By “Elwyn”, Brisbane Courier, October 17, 1908,16. 
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
THE RIME OF THE AUNCIENT COUNCILLERE 
 
It is an auncient councillere, 
  He came from Booroodabin, 
And he stoppeth ane Brisbane aldermanne 
  With his fingers long and thin. 
 
“Now wherefore dost thou grip me soe 
  With that thorny fist of thine? 
The new Townne Halle is open now, 
  I must go there to dine. 
 
“The Townne Halle’s doors are open wide, 
  And thither I must walke. 
Soe, by your leave, I must be gone, 
   I have noe time to talke.” 
 
Hee holds him his thorny fiste –  
  “There was a time,” quothe hee,- 
“Hold offe thou ragamuffin tykke”- 
  Eftsoons his fist dropped hee. 
 
Hee satte him downe upon a stone, 
  With ruefulle looks of feare: 
And thus began that auncient manne, 
  The gray-beard councillere: -  
 
“My father was a marinere 
  Who once sailed farre away, 
And I betimes the long years passed 
  Now ace the light of day. 
 
“Ofte eave I heard my father talke 
  Of that wild, wondrous saile, 
Which poet Coleridge has wrotte 
  In a descriptive tale.” 
 
“Begonne, thou silly councillere, 
  To the feaste I must awaye!” 
The councillere seized him by the coatte 
  And forced him there to staye, 
Begging in gentlemanly style 
  For a twenty years’ delay. 
 
Hee held him with a glittering eye, 
  And spunne a doleful yarnne 
Of the shippe that once had sailed awaye 
  With no prospect of returnne. 
His father reached the foreign shore 
  Of an enchanted lannde,  
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And he, himself, had dwelt for long 
  Uppone that foreign strannde. 
 
There was magic everywhere about, 
  It came from skye and grounde; 
Committees here, committees there, 
  Obstruction all arounde. 
 
“O sleep! it is a gentle thing 
  Beloved pole to pole, 
And I have slept ten thousand yearres 
  Withinn a Valley hole. 
 
“Sometimes I woke in nightmare dreams, 
  And heard the frightened owlles 
Mopoking on the midnight airre 
  To spectres, ghosts and ghoulles. 
 
“O aldermanne I oft have seene, 
  Strange things that may befalle 
The folkke who have an anxious thought 
  To build a new Townne Halle.” 
 
The councillere whose eye was bright 
  Has gone somehow, somewhere; 
Butte where he sleeps, or dreams, or snores,  
  We neither know nor care. 
 
The aldermanne who heard his tale 
  Goes to the new Townne Halle, 
A better and a wiser manne, 
  To share in feaste and balle. 
 
This ballade somehow is not righte, 
  There’s something wrong in rhymes; 
But how can modern [jinglers] write 
  About ye auncient rimes?	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5. The Town Hall Question 
 Source: Brisbane Courier, November 18, 1908, 4. 
	  
	  
 
The Town Hall Question 
The ring-master at the amateur circus 
entertainment at the Y.M.C.A. last 
evening gave the city aldermen a 
rather neat rub or two about the tardy 
progress made with the Town Hall 
scheme. Looking round on the 
numerous audience in the large and 
well equipped gymnasium of the 
institution, he said, they had intended 
holding the entertainment in the Town 
Hall, but for obvious reasons they 
could not. (Laughter.) There was no 
Town Hall, and they were afraid if 
they waited for one to be built their 
young members would be old and 
decrepit, and their older members 
would be in Dunwich. (Laughter and 
applause.) If, as might be suggested, 
he continued, there was a lack of 
timber, well, he thought the aldermen 
might just put their heads together – 
and there would be more than 
sufficient. (Laughter.) It is not often a 
circus ring-master, amateur or 
professional, so adroitly expresses 
public sentiment upon an important 
matter.  
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6. Town Hall Twaddle 
 Source: Shreds and Patches By “Elwyn”, Brisbane Courier, February 13, 1909, 14. 
	  
	  
	  
The City Council is still accursed by 
senseless twaddle about the building of 
the new Town Hall when definite, 
energetic action is needed. – News item. 
 
Town Hall Twaddle 
 
In Brisbane city pests abound, 
Vile smoking and hard drinking; 
One hears the loafer’s filthy oaths 
And smells the sewers stinking;  
But there’s an antique Council room,  
The haunt of fiddle-faddle,                             
A place that through the months and years 
Is damned by Town Hall twaddle. 
 
Should aldermen unsteady walk; 
Should in their speech they stumble; 
When painful evidence they give 
Their brains are in a jumble; 
‘Tis neither whiskey, gin, nor rum 
That makes their gait a waddle. 
Alas, the trouble lies more deep:  
They’re drunk with Town Hall twaddle. 
 
Discussing culverts, sewers, drains, 
Their work is somewhat heavy; 
The frequent meetings long and loud 
Draw on their life great levy; 
But one vast strain by day and night 
Makes all their senses addle,  
Contriving how they best may plan 
Obstructive Town Hall twaddle. 
 
The babbling brook runs to the sea, 
The wildest storm has ending, 
The longest journey has a close, 
The winter’s cold has mending, 
The wearied horse has frequent rest 
Released from man and saddle; 
But there’s no rest, no end, no pause 
In ceaseless Town Hall twaddle. 
 
The starry sky is vast, profound, 
And vast, too, is the ocean, 
Whose waves and tempests awe the mind 
With dreadful wild commotion; 
But there’s a sea without a strand	  
Where the little folk may paddle –  
A shoreless deluge best describes 
That boundless Town Hall twaddle. 
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The aldermen may come and go, 
The talk goes on for ever; 
The old Town Hall shall stand for aye; 
A new one shall be never. 
Their epitaph will written be 
When long they cease to straddle: 
“The Spartan aldermen lie here 
Who died from Town Hall twaddle!”  
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7. To Certain Aldermen 
 Source: Shreds and Patches By “Elwyn”, Brisbane Courier, October 30, 1909, 13. 
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To Certain Aldermen 
 
Ye civic fathers who, with solemn faces, 
  Sit there as though all wisdom ye retained; 
Your visage hardly speaks of the fair Graces 
  Who still are famed! 
 
Ye have resemblance to Dame Tassuad’s wax- 
     works, 
  And each has got a label and a name. 
There are heads and hands which life re- 
    semble! –  
  Yet not the same. 
 
There’s one I see who’s labelled Jock McMaster, 
  A Scottish mate no doubt of Geordie Down; 
Beside them a Buchanan and a Fleming, 
  Whose faces frown. 
 
Why mention names, except as illustrations 
  Of aldermanic figures which have lost  
Vitality: like beauteous flowers that perish  
  In winter’s frost? 
 
I wonder if the most persuasive tickling  
  Would coax your epidermis to a grin. 
Would ye show life if in some nether quarter 
  Were struck with a pin? 
 
Are ye dead mummies waiting resurrection, 
  But meanwhile kept in an antique museum 
To illustrate the lectures of Professors 
  From a Lyceum? 
 
When ye were dead, I wonder what embalming 
  Prevented the dead limbs emitting scents; 
What magic wrappings were so long prevented 
  From showing rents.  
 
Are ye lost souls whom Charon wants to ferry 
  Across that river which is called the Styx? 
He doubtless made ye drink of Lethe’s waters, 
  With rum to mix. 
 
I hear ye speak! No doubt there’s apparatus 
  Concealed beneath the civic father’s vest: 
Some patent clockwork and a phonograph  
  Will do the rest. 
 
A plug of dynamite would sure be fitting 
  To rouse ye up before the last trump’s call, 
Before some Judge demands if ye are building 
  THAT NEW TOWN HALL! 
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8. A Queensland Hogmanay 
 Source: Shreds and Patches By “Elwyn”, Brisbane Courier, January 1, 1910, 11. 	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Queensland Hogmanay 
 
Last nicht was dear auld Hogmanay, 
   The Scotsmen's grandest season, 
When friendship, joy, and richt guid will 
   Appeal to heart and reason. 
There was a feast - no matter where, 
   No matter why or whether -  
That gave some Scotsmen chance to 
meet 
   In kinship to forgather 
                                             On 
Hogmanay.         
 
A goodly company it was, 
   Including chief Sir William 
Presiding, while wi' head elate 
   There came the Falkirk William. 
Great Andy Fisher, too, was there, 
   McMaster and Buchanan; 
Brave Archie Meston strode in kilts 
   And sat beside James Allan 
                                             On 
Hogmanay. 
 
The room was decked wi’ streamers gay 
   O' tartan, while sweet heather 
Its fragrance shed frae Auld World 
[moo?] 
   In Queensland's sultry weather. 
Pibrochs, laments, strathspeys, and reels 
   Set a' the senses whirling, 
For Scot's bluid leaps in a' the veins 
   To hear the pipers skirling 
                                             On 
Hogmanay. 
 
Guid Scottish fare filled a' the board, 
   And plenteous were the bannocks; 
The soup was honest, tempting kail, 
   The fish were Finnan haddocks. 
McMaster wi’ a spoon o' horn 
   Devoured a bowl o' parritch, 
While Andy wi' ferocious dirk 
   Attacked a fearsome haggis 
                                             On 
Hogmanay. 
 
And oh! it was a glorious sicht , 
   To see how Kidston swallowed 
The steamin' brose, while ither Scots 
   In oat cakes fairly wallowed. 
The drinks were usquebagh and yill, 
   Forbye the reekin' toddie - 
Sic liquor made auld Scotia's fame, 
   And still cheers saul and body 
                                             On 
Hogmanay. 
 
 
The floor then cleared, a Hieland fling 
   Was danced by Jock McMaster, 
Whose philabeg tossed to and fro 
   As he kicked fast and faster.  
Then Archie Meston took his chance 
   To dance the Gillie Callum; 
A strathspey and a reel were graced 
   By Fleming and Buchanan 
                                                     On 
Hogmanay.            
 
As time drew on near twal' o'clock 
   The joy was overflowing. 
The auld Scotch sangs o' love and hame 
   Appealed to hairts now glowing. 
Andy wi' joy clasped Wullie's hand 
   And vowed he was his brither; 
Wullie shed tears, and Peter sobbed 
   As though he'd lost his mither 
                                                     On 
Hogmanay. 
 
The Scottish aldermen, now gay, 
   Avowed their firm intention, 
When New Year came a fine Toon Ha’ 
   Should hae a grand foundation. 
Nae mair would they In Council brawls 
   Be guilty o' obstruction; 
Guid fellowship and kindly will 
   Would take the place o' ruction 
                                                 Since 
Hogmanay. 
 
The clock struck twal', and, hand in hand, 
   The Scotsmen a' were singing 
Sweet "Auld Lang Syne," while, loud and 
      clear, 
The New Year's bells were ringing: 
“Then let us pray that come It may -  
And come It will for a' that – 
That man to man, the world o'er, 
Shall brithers be for a' that" 
                                                     On 
Hogmanay. 
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9. In the Distant Future 
 Source: Queensland Figaro, February 17, 1910, 18. 
 
	  
	  
             
 
               In the Distant Future 
 
When people quit joking of mother-in-law, 
        I am going to pay what I owe, 
When Sydney stops talking of people named Meagher, 
        I am going to pay what I owe,  
When my friends make their calls without asking for loant, 
When the river tugs whisper on soft undertones, 
When dentists pull molars by long-distance phones, 
       I am going to pay what I owe. 
 
When high licence lessens the number of pubs, 
       I am going to pay what I owe,  
When men’s parties no longer are mentioned as “stags,” 
       I am going to pay what I owe. 
When the street urchin ceases to carry a gun, 
When gangsters and boodlers are all on the run, 
When the dome of the new town hall shines in the sun, 
        I am going to pay what I owe. 
 
When straps in the street cars are things of the past,- 
        I am going to pay what I owe,  
When chauffeurs quit driving their autos so fast, 
        I am going to pay what I owe, 
When labourites have concluded they don’t want the earth, 
When heiresses mate in the land of their birth, 
When people get paid all they think they are worth, 
        I am going to pay what I owe.	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10. Palace Gardens 
 Source: Theatrical notes, Queensland Figaro, February 20, 1913, 16. 
	  
	  
	  
Theatre review referring to the 
‘topical and humorous’ song 
When They Open the New 
Town Hall performed at the 
Palace Gardens open air 
entertainment.  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
11. Brisbane’s Town Hall 
 Source: Brisbane Courier, March 26, 1913, 4. 
	  
	  
	  
	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  Brisbane’s Town Hall 
Thus a correspondent: Sir, - 
Will you kindly ask Alderman 
George Down, of Eisteddfod 
fame, to write a little-only a 
little-for publication on the 
Town Hall question, and who is 
to blame?	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12. The New Age 
 Source: Stray Reflections By “Rollo”, Brisbane Courier, May 2, 1914, 12. 
	  
	  
The New Age 
A note appended to the original poem 
on which the following lines are based 
states that it is “indistinct and obscure, 
as the event of the living drama whose 
arrival it foretells.” In order to prevent 
such a view being taken of the present 
work, it must be explained that the lines 
are supposed to have been written at a 
future period of Australian history, when 
a golden age (as we would now call it) 
of complete quietude, free from politics, 
local government, and all problems had 
succeeded to the present age of political 
and social turmoil. Obviously even the 
age of universal peace excites in the 
writer some temporary spasms of 
dissatisfaction. It should be noted that 
“Mahr,” in the second line of the second 
stanza, is a poetical contraction of 
“Meagher,” while “Bar,” in the fourth line 
of the same stanza refers to the “Bar of 
the House,” not to the bar of an hotel. 
 
Australia’s age begins anew, 
   The golden years return. 
Canberra, snake-like doth renew 
   The weeds so long out-worn 
Molonglo runs, its waters gleam, 
For now it’s becoming like a stream. 
 
A brighter Holman rears his mountains 
   Of speech against a Mahr, 
A new O’Malley rolls his fountains 
   Of wit within the Bar; 
Where piece-work blooms, no loafer’s 
sleep 
Is through the day unduly deep. 
 
A slower “Ena” cleaves the main, 
   To win a time-test prize, 
Another Town Hall soars again- 
   In fancy, to the skies; 
A new Town Council leaves once more 
The Town Hall champions sad and sore. 
 
Oh, write no more of things to buoy 
   The hopes we cannot see, 
Nor now revive a long-past joy, 
   If joy there cannot be; 
Although a subtler voice renew 
Worse problems than old Brisbane 
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knew. 
Another Brisbane shall arise, 
   And to remoter time 
Bequeath, like sunset to the skies, 
   The splendour of her prime; 
And to the folk who then may live 
Another Finlayson shall give.  
 
Fishers and Cooks their long repose 
   Shall burst, all quite as good 
As those, long dead, who fell and rose, 
   But still were unsubdued. 
While pros and cons of “larger pow’rs” 
Shall while away their idler hours. 
 
Oh, cease! Must politics return! 
   Cease! Must new parties try 
In others’ statements to discern 
   The well-conceived half-lie? 
Australia lives in peace at last, 
May she forget the strifeful past! 
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13. To the Mayor 
 Source: Facts, Fads, Feats and Fancies, Queensland Figaro, Feb 27, 1915, 5. 
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To the Mayor 
 
Our aldermen have met this year, 
And picked for mayor, one free from 
      fear; 
The job was filled in such a hurry, 
It really has caused folks some  
      worry.  
 
With haste they picked one from the  
      bunch, 
Then hurried off to get their lunch; 
But first they led him to the chair; 
So “Down” is now at last our  
      mayor. 
 
For ages past ‘twas then expected, 
Before a mayor could be elected; 
A week or so must pass away, 
With talk of strife all night and 
      day.  
 
But no, they got on to biz at once, 
Said “Down’s the man, he is no 
      dunce, 
If of past errors he’ll beware; 
We’ll give him twelve months in 
      in the chair.” 
 
So now he’s in, he’s got his turn, 
The city council now should learn; 
“Down” oft reposes in a sofa; 
This other “Down” is not a loafer. 
 
Jenkinson, no one supposes, 
Would call his job a “bed of 
      roses”: 
But every man about the town, 
Know beds are soft, when made of 
      “Down.” 
 
We’ve had our ups, and now our 
      “Downs,” 
But soon we’ll rival larger towns;  
“Down” won’t play skittles, not 
      “Aunt Sally,” 
The Town Hall’s lost unto the Val- 
      ley.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The sewerage works, and streets so  
      dusty, 
The new town hall (the old one’s  
      musty);  
Will now receive all due attention. 
There’s many other things to men- 
      tion.  
 
In Queen street now we’ll hear the  
      cry, 
In showery weather as we pass by, 
At slippy blocks all drivers frown;  
Oft then we’ll hear the “Mayor is 
      down.” 
 
So now you’ve got the mayoral ticket,  
As in the past keep up your wicket; 
Put on the book a decent score, 
As oft you’ve done in days of yore. 
 
So get to work now, Mister Down, 
Upon your brow’s the mayoral 
      crown;  
Put best foot forward, we implore, 
But don’t get “stumped” nor “leg- 
      before.” 
 
Here’s luck to you, you hard old 
      doer, 
A battler always, nothing surer: 
Just show to them how to run the  
      town, 
And prove they can’t kick one who’s 
      “Down.” 
                                   - THE RAVEN 
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14. Breaking the News 
 Source: Men and Matters, Worker, December 28, 1916, 10. 
 
	  
	  
 
Caption: New Town Hall. Work to proceed at once. Governor to lay foundation 
stone. – Reckless headings of an article in Brisbane “Daily Mail’ on Thursday 
December 21. 	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15. A Laying “Lay” 
 Source: Whimplin Whimsies by “St. Ebbar”, Brisbane Courier, Feb 3, 1917, 12. 
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                    A Laying “Lay” 
 
What means this concentration of the populace in  
          town 
   On an afternoon that’s used for chasing sport? 
Have they gathered to applaud a loyal speaker of  
          renown, 
    Or at a meeting of a recruiting sort? 
No, stranger, no one’s speaking on the patriotic  
          lay; 
     The occasion isn’t loyalty at all; 
               They are merely making merry 
               On the third of February, 
     At the laying of the keystone of the New 
          Town Hall! 
 
You ask, Why all this fuss about a little block 
         of stone 
    That merely means the starting of a job? 
Such ignorance is quite enough to make a fellow 
         groan, 
    And might in fact induce a man to sob! 
For we’ve been fifty years or more deliberating 
         on 
The vital step – and well it might appall –  
              Of putting down the granite –  
              And heav’n knows who began it! –  
    To signify the starting of the New Town 
         Hall. 
 
Full many have been born in this – er – sunny 
        land of ours,    
  Since first the scheme an alderman did moot; 
And men have lived and fought and died and  
        gone to Heaven’s bowers, 
   And never seemed a second nearer to ‘t! 
And aldermen have wrangled hard and fought  
        themselves to fits, 
   And spent their lives in jealousy and gall; 
            And all because the asses 
            Couldn’t build it in three places! –  
   The money wouldn’t run to more than one 
         Town Hall! 
 
And so you think they’ll build it now and settle  
          Up the lot? 
   Well, stranger, you’ve another think to go! 
The question has by no means reached finality –  
           is not 
   In measurable reach of being so! 
The utmost we’ve decided at the end of fifty 
         years 
    Is quite enough of progress for us all; 
              We shall simply lay one stone 
              All alone on its own –  
     But heaven knows where and when we’ll build  
           the new Town Hall! 	  
	  
	  
 
	  	   246	  
16. A Sermon on the Town Hall Question 
 Source: Whimplin Whimsies by “St. Ebbar”, Brisbane Courier, April 28, 1917, 12. 
	  
	  
A Sermon on the Town Hall Question 
 
Dear Brethren,- 
    No one could reasonably accuse our City Council of indecent haste in the 
construction of the Town Hall. In past years deliberations of our councillors in that 
direction have been of the most deliberate character. It is because there is a 
danger – remote, it is true, but menacing even in its remoteness – that the 
construction of the hall may be proceeded with in a manner dangerously 
approaching frantic suddenness next year or thereafter that these lines are 
penned. We have laid the foundation stone at comparatively small expense, and 
paid the cost out of overdraft. Let us pause to consider whether it is worth while, 
merely to suit the whims of interested parties, to proceed to the irrevocable 
extreme of erecting the building.  
 
    We have to remember that once it is done it is finished with. It would not be a 
sensible thing to get authority for a loss of £70,000 and spend £2000,000, and then 
find that we had at one stroke taken away the city’s sole ambition. (I use the words 
“sole ambition” advisedly; there are of course the farcical ferries, but it cannot be 
said that the bulk of the ratepayers have any ambition in regard to those, since the 
aldermen responsible for them are permitted civically to exist year after year.) 
Since before some of us were born, it has been the chief public aspiration of the 
ratepayers to [have] a town hall. Plans which were prepared when some of our 
aldermen were going to school – and it is a pity that they ever left it – are even now 
in existence. Indeed it is reported that one of the causes of Separation from New 
South Wales was the impossibility of getting under the wing of that selfish colony, 
public buildings which were at all commensurate with the dignity of the city. And all 
these years we have had that great ambition before us. It is now lightly to be taken 
away from us? Something to aim at – not to achieve – is the only thing that keeps 
some of us moving along. Is it not the same with the body corporate?  
 
   When it comes to a definite aspiration, who are the people that really want a town 
hall actually to be built? Interested parties all of them. People who dance, for 
instance. But do we want any dancing in war time? If a man is able to take part in 
such an essentially young person’s exercise, is he not well enough to make the 
Germans dance? People who want to go to public meetings, for instance. But do 
we really want any further public meeting places? Have we not the Trades Hall and 
the G.P.O. and Market-square in the city and the Alliance Hall at the ‘Gabba at one 
end of the city, and the Exhibition at the other? People who are fond of music, for 
instance. But is not the city full of places where music (and noises equivalent 
thereto in a general way) is and are made? For big concerts is there not the 
Exhibition? When a big noise is being made at the Exhibition, it is currently 
reported that with the wind in the right direction it can be heard at Thompson 
Estate. Do we want noises like that in the heart of the city when we have the tram 
and motor cars? Nonsense. Let those people who want music brought to their 
doors behave in the same manner as people who want fish have to do. Let them 
buy their music tinned. Tinned sardines and tinned Sibelius go well together, as do 
tinned Haydn and haddock.  
 
    But the foundation stone has now been laid, and the pressure of interested 
public opinion – always a significant factor in a democracy – may cause a 
departure from the procrastinatory policy which has in the past done so much to 
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keep Brisbane where it was and is and should be. Why – say the young and 
impetuous, and those who, having no stake in the country, would fain perpetrate a 
mistake in the city – not proceed at once to the building of the town hall? There are 
several reasons emphatically against this course. If the town hall is built now, it will 
have to be in a certain place, and it can only be built in one place. Any proposal for 
a town hall on wheels, that could be shifted from place to place as public opinion 
veered from one spot to another as the most suitable camp for a town hall, would 
almost certainly be greeted with derision. Yet the more one seriously contemplates 
such an idea, the more it seems to have to commend it. There is a general idea 
just now that Adelaide-street is the place for it. How long would that idea prevail? 
Ten years ago our faith was pinned on another spot. A decade ago we were more 
or less united on the advantageous of still another spot. If we wait a little longer the 
advantages of a hall on a hill may impress themselves on us. What would look 
more noble, for instance, than the town hall on the top of One Tree Hill? And no 
streets would have to be widened to get it to fit in, nor would private property have 
to be resumed. Perhaps in another twenty years human progress along the lines of 
mechanics may be such that it will be possible to have an aerial town hall, held in 
position by a fleet of Zeppelins! 
 
    We must do our best to fight against the pernicious argument that because a 
foundation stone has been laid, therefore a town hall must be built. It does not at all 
follow. Foundation stones may be laid all over the place – out of revenue to be 
subsequently covered by loan in the usual way – without in any way involving the 
construction of town halls. Precedent may prescribe a certain course, but it has yet 
to be shown that, outside a court of law, precedent can override common sense. 
Indeed, we could move the foundation stone to any locality – and the course might 
be cheaper in the end than the preparation of so many stones with the consequent 
collections of costly coins, newspapers, and other flotsam of modern life. Let us 
mount the foundation stone on wheels, and lay it wherever each successive 
council decides is the best place. Thus we may at intervals satisfy our desire to do 
something, without committing ourselves to do the irrevocable step of overrunning 
our aspirations by actually building the town hall.     
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17. A Power o’ Speech 
 Source: Topic and Verse By “Aliquis”, Brisbane Courier, October 25, 1919, 16. 
 
 	  
	  
A Power o’ Speech 
     
   If brevity is the soul of wit, how dull 
then must be the average alderman 
- 
how tedious and futile, too. The 
ecstasy 
of the torture suffered in listening for 
interminable hours to torrents of un- 
grammatical periods which seldom 
result in anything very definite, can 
only be adequately appreciated by 
Press table victims. The city "father" 
delights to 
utter a dozen excruciating words 
when, 
he knows perfectly well that a 
rational 
being under similar provocation 
would 
use one. If it is the power of speech 
which develops a man's weakness, 
our 
municipal representatives are totally 
un- 
acquainted with the word "strength." 
Indeed the way of the transgressor 
is  
hard – on other people! 
 
An alderman essayed 
   Within a city hall 
To call a spade a spade, 
   And NOT a bouncing ball. 
 
The others darkly frowned.  
   "How DARE you, sir!" said they. 
“Your innovation's downed, 
   Such brevity CANNOT pay. 
 
To call a spade a spade! 
   And you an ald'man, too! 
We REALLY are afraid 
   That you will NEVER do!” 
 
The criminal did not wait 
   His brethren for to pity, 
But thanked his blessed fate 
   He'd business in the city!	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18. The New (?) Town Hall 
 Source: Topic and Verse By “Aliquis”, Brisbane Courier, October 25, 1919, 16. 
 
	  
	  
	  
	  
The New (?) Town Hall 
(Extract from the “Courier” A.D. 
2015.)  “There is a stone in Brisbane 
that has a long and interesting 
history attached to it. It is right in the 
heart of what was the old city, and 
daily large numbers of visitors from 
other lands inspect it. It is situated at 
the corner of Albert and Ann streets, 
and there it rests protected from 
souvenir hunters by a high spiked 
railing and its corners are covered 
with wood to stop it from crumbling 
away. Early in the last century the 
people of Brisbane were asked 
whether they would like a decent 
Town Hall, and naturally said “Yes.” 
Aldermen Donothing, Nomoney, 
Slow-Fast, and Putit-off were among 
the mayors at this period, and of 
course each year the project made 
no advance. It was only when 
Alderman Energetic occupied the 
office of mayor in 1915 that the 
foundation stone was placed in 
position, some doubt having arisen 
as to what it was really intended for, 
a more careful examination was 
decided upon, and the Lord Mayor 
reports the discovery of the 
illuminating description: “In loving 
memory of the new Town Hall, which 
was only a dream of our city fathers.”                            
Strange folk the early citizen of 
Brisbane.	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19. When the Prince of Wales Arrives in Town  
 Source: http://nla.gov.au/nla.mus-vn4219145 	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When the Prince of Wales Arrives in Town 
 
Somebody’s coming to town 
Someone of great renown 
Ever since we heard the news 
Nobody seems to have the blues 
It’s time that we all felt glad 
No one looks nice when they’re sad 
This bright young chappie will make us all happy 
and Brisbane will go mad. 
 
When the Prince of Wales arrives 
There’ll be lots of fun and noise 
For all the girls and boys 
When the Prince of Wales arrives ... 
Some of the golden headed girls 
will be wearing raven curls 
We’ll have the time of all our lives 
Ev’ry one will smile and never frown 
John McMaster will look so grand, 
and should be first to grip his hand 
When the Prince of Wales arrives in Town. 
 
When the Prince of Wales arrives 
There’ll be lots of fun and noise 
For all the girls and boys 
When the Prince of Wales arrives ... 
Sydney Harbour made him speak, 
but wait till he visits Breakfast Creek 
We’ll have the time of all our lives 
Ev’ry one will smile and never frown 
Mrs Murphy will run off her legs, 
coaxing her hens to lay more eggs 
When the Prince of Wales arrives in Town. 
 
----------------------------- 
(musical intro - repeated) 
----------------------------- 
 
Picture this town at nights 
A Mass of rich blazing lights 
Stanley Street and Itchy Park 
You’ll never dream that they were dark 
There’ll be no time for toil 
Our pleasure we must not spoil 
I’ll give them all shocks and wear tickle toe socks 
to greet this Digger Royal. 
 
When the Prince of Wales arrives 
There’ll be lots of fun and noise 
For all the girls and boys 
When the Prince of Wales arrives ... 
In his favourite shade be seen, 
girlies have frocks of emerald green 
We’ll have the time of all our lives 
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Ev’ry one will smile and never frown 
The Brisbane trains sublime 
will p’hraps come in on time 
When the Prince of Wales arrives in Town.  
 
When the Prince of Wales arrives 
There’ll be lots of fun and noise 
For all the girls and boys 
When the Prince of Wales arrives ... 
The Council will shock you all 
and start to build the new town hall 
We’ll have the time of all our lives 
Ev’ry one will smile and never frown 
All the Scotchmen that I know 
are going to spend their dough 
When the Prince of Wales arrives in Town. 
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20. [His Royal Highness the Prince of Wales] 
 Source: Brisbane Courier, July 29, 1920, 1 (front page) and 16 (back page).                                                                                                                     
 Photograph of front page: courtesy the State Library of Queensland. 
 	  
	  	  
Text: His Royal Highness the Prince of Wales will lay the foundation stone today noon. 
Brisbane’s New Town Hall. 	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21. A Study in Foundation Stones 
 Source: Smoke Ho, Worker, August 5, 1920, 13. 
 
	  
	  
 
 
Caption: The Prince laid another foundation stone of the Brisbane Town Hall. News 
item.                  
H.H.: “You seem to be enjoying the joke. What’s all the fun about?                                                        
THE PUBLIC: “Well, you see, it’s like this. If we go on laying Town Hall foundation 
stones at this rate, we’ll have enough of them in twenty-five years to build the first 
storey.” 
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22. Town Hall Creams 
  
Advertisements for Swallow and Ariell’s Town Hall Creams – biscuits made in honour of the 
new town hall. Advertisements for Town Hall Creams appear in several Australian 
newspapers from 1922 to 1934. 
	  	  	  
	  
	  
Morning Bulletin (Rockhampton), October 13, 1922, 10. 
 	  
	  
	  
Brisbane Courier, January 6, 1923, 4.  
 
Above: Advertisement inviting residents to see a model of the proposed new town 
hall made entirely from Town Hall Creams in Barry and Robert’s window in Queen 
Street. Dimensions of model 5 feet long, 2 feet wide and 51/2 feet high. It was 
constructed in the window; with one article noting ‘nothing appears to be 
overlooked; even the clock in the steeple is shown.’ Brisbane Courier, January 5, 
1923, 13.  
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Morning Bulletin (Rockhampton), January 11, 1924, 7. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
23. [Cremorne Theatre Songs] 
 Source: Entertainments column, Brisbane Courier, March 24, 1923, 4. 
 
	  
 
Reference to two comedy songs 
performed at the Cremorne 
Theatre on Friday March 23rd 
1923. 
 
Mr. “Billy” Maloney showed his 
versatility in comedy songs, 
depicting the Back to Brisbane 
Week and Brisbane’s Pride – the 
new Town Hall. In these two 
numbers Mr. Maloney showed 
that he was a close observer of 
current local events, particularly 
in his references to the uncertain 
date of the completion of the new 
Town Hall.  
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24.  A Gift of £10,000 
 Source: The Passing Show, Worker, October 11, 1923, 5.  
 
 
	  
A Gift of £10,000 (excerpt) 
 
Last week the Brisbane City 
Council came to a decision, which 
was to the effect that somebody in 
the community be given a 
donation. In other words, that a 
person in the community known 
as an agent or contractor be given 
the job of building the much-
promised and much prolonged 
Town Hall, at a reward of 
£50,000. So eager was the city 
Council to give the public donation 
that, despite the fact that it was 
short of funds by £111,000, 
£384,000 having been marked 
aside for the luxury, it gave out 
the work to the contractor, hoping 
that before the job was finished it 
(the Council) would draw the 
winning numbers in Tatts, the 
Golden Casket, and the Calcutta 
Cup one after the other, or 
something. Commenting on this, 
the “Brisbane Courier,” which 
violently advocated, at the last 
municipal election, the return of 
the contractors’ friends, said…	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  	  
	  	   259	  
25. A Vision of Brisbane in 1974 
 Source: The Passing Show, Worker, March 13, 1924, 5. 
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
A Vision of Brisbane in 1974 
(excerpt) 
 
It is the year of Our Lord 1974.                         
Brisbane has grown 
considerably, and in fifty years 
has added to the population so 
that there are now close on 
one million inhabitants. The 
Queen City of the Cinderella 
State actually boasts a stately 
Town Hall, and there is even a 
sewerage system in operation. 
The oldest inhabitant can dimly 
remember the time when the 
Town Hall and the sewerage 
excavations were the subject of 
vaudeville jests, and how the 
city struggled along to reach 
the dignity of a fully-developed 
Greater Brisbane scheme…	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26. Alderman Janus Bumble 
 Source: Jest and Earnest by O.C. Cabot, Brisbane Courier, Dec 13, 1924, 18. 
	  
	  
 
Alderman Janus Bumble 
 
A little while ago the extensive (not 
to say expensive) use of (imported) 
Oregon on the erection of our new 
Town Hall was calmly "explained" 
by the City Council on the ground 
that, as the particular part of the job 
didn't matter much, so to speak, 
timber much inferior to our own 
was being used -presumably on the 
score of economy. Now, the Ferries 
Committee has issued a glowing 
report on the use of this same 
(imported) timber for the decking of 
a ferryboat, in which oregon is 
praised for its "strength, lightness, 
and resistance to decay" - but not, 
apparently, to white-ants, borers, 
and Tammany! And, once again, 
Mr. Facing-Bothways and 
Alderman Janus Bumble "explain" 
this queer transaction as something 
bold, far-reaching, and 
statesmanlike - presumably on the 
score of economy! 
 
 Though municipal matters wax hot, 
    They never disturb us a jot;  
            With language discursive 
            And methods subversive 
    We aldermen settle, the lot! 
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27. Two Burning Questions 
 Source: Jest and Earnest by O.C. Cabot, Brisbane Courier, Dec 19, 1925, 18.  
 
	  
Two Burning Questions 
   “This ‘ere noo Council fair gits my  
gall,” said the good comrade to his 
mate, as they stood watching the work 
going on at the New Town Hall. “It 
does eveythink the wrong way round.” 
   “Wotcher mean? asked his mate. 
“Ain’t it spendin’ money and makin’  
work for them as wants it?” 
   “Too right, they are; but that ain’t  
wot I mean,” was the reply. 
   “’Ow then?” 
   “W’y, this ‘ere milk racket, an’ the  
cream wotisit-yes, cream-ashun -they re- 
fuse to 'andle. Fancv botherin’ about 
MILK! 'Ow many of us drinks milk?" 
He spat disgustedly. 
"There's the kids, yer know," said his 
mate; "and I likes a little meself in me 
tea and corfy." 
"But you don't lap it up-none of us 
does-like yer does beer. It's pure beer, 
and lots more of it, that the Council 
should worry about! W'ere's the old 
pints and long-sleevers? W'ere's the good, 
old shypoo gone, for three D? We gits 
worse beer, an' less beer, an' pays more 
for it, now. Wy!, tell me w'y?" he 
asked indignantly. Getting no answer, 
he went on: "Look at the money they 
all git out o' beer! Excise and licenses 
and commishuns and profits and taxes- 
and then they go 'n worry about MILK!” 
He spat again. 
"I sees yer point," said his mate, slowly, 
"P'raps they did orter give us a better 
go., But 'ow about the other?"  
"The cream-ashun ?" asked the good 
comrade. "W’y, if the Council and the 
Gov'mint wos to insist on cream-ashun, 
there'nd be no need to worry about MILK. 
Milk's all germs, yer know, an' we’re do 
germs come from? From the earth; and 
from them cemeteries more 'n' all the 
rest!." 
"I sees yer point,*' said his mate, 
again; "but, if we 'ad 'cream-ashun and 
cheaper an' purer beer, wot 'ud people 
say?" 
"They'd say we wos gittin' progressive, 
at larst; that's wot they'd say. They'd 
say we wos gittin' civilised-" 
" '0w much yer got? - I got sixpence. 
Can yer build?" interrupted his mate. 
The good comrade produced two-pence, and 
they departed in search of the two purest beers 
that 8d. will secure in Brisbane. 
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28. Alderman Jolly Stands Again 
 Source: Jest and Earnest by O.C. Cabot, Brisbane Courier, August 6, 1927, 22. 
 
 
 
Alderman, Jolly Stands Again. 
THERE'S  a paean of joy, with a 
           glad refrain,  
     In the City of what is miscalled 
          "Bris-bayne." 
Where people have borrowing on the   
       brain;  
For Alderman Jolly is standing again!  
What? Didn't you know that folk com- 
       plain.  
Our City Council seems half-insane 
When it comes to spending with might  
       and main! 
But- Alderman Jolly is standing again. 
They say that, as Mayor, he tried in 
        vain 
To teach them figures direct and plain, 
And show them their star was on the 
      wane; 
Well-Alderman Jolly is standing again! 
Some of them swore that they would 
      "raise Cain "  
If he baulked them from scattering cash 
     like grain, 
And "app'inting Maloney" as they were  
      fain!  
Still-Alderman Jolly is standing again! 
Saving, of course, is some Aldermen's 
       bane, 
And lessening loss is to them inane, 
While as for retrenchment it gives them 
      a pain; 
But Alderman Jolly is standing again!  
He will go back again - sure as rain! 
But, can he unravel the tangled skein 
Of City finance and deficits twain, 
And the certain evils that wait in their 
      train? 
THAT is the dragon that can't be slain, 
Though Alderman Jolly IS standing  
       again!          
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29. “Here We Go, Up, Up, Up!” 
 Source: Jest and Earnest by O.C. Cabot, Brisbane Courier, Sept 17, 1927, 23. 
 
	  
	  
	  "Here We Go, Up, Up, Up !" 
    THE City Council first put up the rates; 
    Then came the New Town Hall's new 
       "estimates"; 
    Next followed the "free ferries," and 
        resumptions –  
    Now "valuations" leave us in the 
        dumptions! 
    And while we pray: "Oh, Lord! How 
        long, O Lord?" 
    We get a "woodener"- from the Water 
        Board. 
                                                  (Gloom.) 
	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
30. Some New Year Thoughts: The Mayor of Brisbane 
 Source: Jest and Earnest by O.C. Cabot, Brisbane Courier, December 31, 1927, 
 20. 
	  
	  
	  
	  	  	  	  	  The Major of Brisbane: 
   Give me again my hollow tree, 
   A crust of bread and liberty! 
   For these are things that never pall 
   Like reigning in the new Town Hall! 
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31. In the Consulship of Jollius 
 Source: Jest and Earnest by O.C. Cabot, Brisbane Courier, January 14, 1928, 20. 
 
 
 
	  
   In the Consulship of Jollius. 
 
ONCE more the main streets of Brisbane 
begin to resemble a colander. Holes and 
excavations are being made everywhere, 
and little spaces marked off with rods and 
ropes, illuminated at night with Moscow 
candles, in which sturdy imitations of 
work are given, coram populo, between 
strictly fixed hours, by lusty lads of the 
village gathered under the banner of 
Teucer Jollius Maximus. And, in this long, 
extra-wet summer we are having, these 
holes and excavations cause more mud 
and profanity than usual; though, to be 
sure, we are all well habituated to them 
(or ought to be), after 15 years of it! For 
what says the poet, Hayphiz? 
 
Under the tower of the new Town Hall 
Dig more holes, both great and small; 
Nobody minds-Oh, not at all! - 
           Never let streets lie still! 
This be the verse you shall grave for us: 
"Pavements are bad, but they might be 
      wuss; 
Let them blokes on the 'COURIER' 
     cuss - 
         Ratepayers foot the bill!" 
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32. William Municipalises 
 Source: Jest and Earnest by O.C. Cabot, Brisbane Courier, January 28, 1928, 20. 
 
 
 
	  
	  
	  	  	  	  	  	  	  William Municipalises. 
 
"SAY, look a'here !" William the  
      Wonderful said, as he carefully  
poured some iced milk into his Highland  
nectar (Lord, yes; William's pretty  
luxurious !); "I can't understand how it  
is that the Mayor of Brisbane don't  
get up to monkeytricks like that Big Bill  
Thompson, of Chicago, and send 
thisyere 
goldarned, one-horse town right ahead –  
No, sir ! It beats the band." 
    "But, Bill," I protested, revisioning    
Alderman Jolly, smiling and debonair, 
and as loyal as they make them; "you  
don't compare Alderman Jolly with that 
blackg___ Chicago Wotizzit, do you ?" 
    "Sure I do," said William, nodding em- 
phatically; "the Mayor says he wants to 
boom Brisbane, don't he? Wal, then." 
    "He wouldn't descend to Thompson's  
tactics," I said, hotly; "Bill Jolly's de- 
cent, and British, and-er-well, he  
wouldn't have any Tammany business, 
anyway." 
    "Maybe not," said William; "but I  
notice he calls the noo Town Hall the 
'City' Hall; and that's plain Chicago,  
not Australian, or English-No, sir! 
What in thunder do we want to call our  
noo Town Hall different for? Why not  
call the Town Clerk and the Town Plan- 
ner different  'City' Hall's just cheap  
imitation."  
    I had to agree. This mollified Bill,  
who swallowed his milk-and-nectar, and 
said: "You ask your friend, the Mayor,  
to get somebody to write some verse for 
the noo Town Hall, something like  
Black Bart's verse when he used to stick 
up the stage-coach in Calaveras County, 
Cal." 
    '"What verse ?" 
    "Wal, this one might do: 
        'Though it often sits quite pritty, 
         Every town ain't a city ! 
         Every city ain't a London - 
         Mind you leave your hat-strings un- 
               done.' " 
                                     -Black Bart, PO-8. 
"Which means, don't get swelled head," 
said William, with a significant look. 
"Same again, Gipsy !"	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33. A Contemplated Crime 
Source: On Events and Entities: Fragments Grave and Gay, Queenslander, 
February 16, 1928, 3.  	  
 
     A Contemplated crime 
 
Brisbane’s new City Hall, which will  
cost a million before all is said and 
done, is to be roofed with – galvanised 
iron! This decision, which is typical of 
the council’s mentality, was reached 
last Saturday, by the “Town Hall 
Committee,” which “unanimously” (!) 
recommends the horror, in order to 
save £2142. Now, £2000 extra spent on 
the most notable part of the Town Hall 
(which will look like a blot and an 
offence with galvanised iron) will 
provide copper roofing, which is both 
artistic and enduring. Galvanised iron is 
neither. However, no doubt the council 
thinks it is encouraging industry, if not 
Art – bless it! 
 
You will hear the old proverb, wherever 
       you are: 
“Do not spoil the ship for a ha’porth o’ 
       tar,” 
And now, for the future, they’ll ribaldly  
       bawl: 
“Don’t put a tin roof on a million pounds 
       hall!” 
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34. Their Monument! 
 Source: Jest and Earnest by O. C. Cabot, Brisbane Courier, March 17, 1928, 24. 
	  
	  
	  
 
            Their Monument! 
 
BRISBANE City Council is still boggling  
     at roofing the terrifically-costly new  
Town Hall with copper, instead of iron.  
-News item. 
 
Wonderful beggars our aldermen are -  
"Spoiling the ship for a ha'p'orth o' tar!" 
Spend a cool million for their own behoof, 
And top-off the new Town Hall with a 
      tin roof! 
Wonderful beggars! Who knows what 
      they're at"? 
Wear a dress-suit with a "boater" straw- 
      hat! 
That’s their idea of the fit and the pro- 
      per- 
"Roof the new Town Hall with iron, not 
      copper!" 
Galvanised iron reminds them of home, 
So galvanised iron will do for the dome- 
 
Strutting ephemerae! Jacks-in-the-Green! 
When you have passed from this mutable 
      scene, 
Scornful Posterity, standing aloof, 
Will point to your monument-Brisbane's 
      Tin Roof! 
                                   (Sardonic laughter.) 
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35. A Poem on Work 
 Source: Brisbane Courier, April 2, 1928, 14. 
	  
	  
	  
A Poem on Work 
 
The Brisbane City Council's inability to 
put on more men because of a 
shortage of funds has often been 
stressed lately, but there are always 
many inquiries for employment. All 
sorts of requests are made, one of the 
most original to date being the 
following verse, which the Mayor 
(Alderman W. A. Jolly, C.M.G.) has 
received: 
 
I have not any work to do, 
So this is why I'm writing you, 
Asking your Worship if you could 
Help a poor chap out of the wood? 
The City Hall has lots of rooms, 
Which may be swept by many brooms, 
But it you have a broom to spare, 
Then I would like to do my share, 
By helping to do what I can 
In making that Hall spick and span. 
When polishing the silverware, 
Well, I would take the greatest care, 
For every piece of it would be 
A sight for hungry eyes to see. 
Because whoever chanced to pass 
Would swear that it was shining glass. 
But what about the floors? Aye, well, 
A good tale you would have to tell, 
To all the aldermen at large, 
About the bloke who is in charge 
Of those floors, which look so divine 
Through having such a glassy shine. 
And neither carpets, mats, nor rugs 
Would be a courting place for bugs, 
For such a shaking they would get 
(The best that ever they'd had yet) 
And all the dust would disappear, 
If you had such a workman near. 
 
The Mayor said yesterday that he had 
not the time to reply in verse. 
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36. Orange Season 	   Source: Brisbane Courier, May 19, 1928, 16 	  	  
	  
            Orange Season. 
The citrus growers of Queensland 
stole a march on Mayor Jolly and 
the Works Committee of the City Of 
Brisbane Council yesterday. With 
the assistance of the contractor, Mr. 
Carrick, they erected a town hall 
clock, and now Brisbane possesses 
the only clock face of its kind in the 
world. This clock does not tell the 
time, and its hands are stationary, 
but it conveys a message to all, that 
this is the orange season, and that 
now is the time to buy.	  	  	  	  
 
37. The Laughing Jackass 
 Source: Sidelights By “Ixion”, Brisbane Courier, February 16, 1929, 22.  
 
 
	  
      The Laughing Jackass 
The Laughing Jackass is a bird 
     That, doubtless, most of you have  
    heard. 
 
A melancholy sort of bloke, 
That looks on mankind as a joke. 
 
He has a wit, this Jacky, too, 
And jeers at everything we do. 
 
“Such silly folk!” he seems to say, 
“What are they up to anyway?” 
 
A Jackass once had a desire 
To settle on the Town Hall spire. 
 
The Councillors were down below 
Discussing things they didn’t know. 
 
And getting further in a mess 
With very tragic earnestness.  
 
The Jacky listened, laughed, and  
       jeered, 
Then off to Parliament he steered.  
 
He squatted on the dome and heard 
The Great Profoundly Uttered Word. 
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And laughing cried: “Another mob 
Who’ve fallen down on the job!” 
 
“O, Ho!” he laughed, likewise: “He, 
       He!” 
It’s Tweedledum and Tweedledee!” 
 
I’ve had a really funny day, 
And now I’d better get away.” 
 
He shrugged himself and gave a shake, 
And flew away to find a snake. 
 
 
 
38. Saluting the “Admiral” 
 Source: Sunday Mail, February 24, 1929, 3. 
 
 
 
Caption: A wholly imaginary sketch of the procedure at the Town Hall now that the 
Mayor’s orderly has been equipped with a uniform described by one of the 
aldermen as resembling an admiral’s and costing £13.  
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39. Billy Muggins Does a Bit of Furnishing 
 Source: Worker, July 10, 1929, 8. 
 
	  
	  
	  
	  
Poster reads: 
Specifications for the 
furnishing of the 
Mayoress’s room. 
 
Ratepayer:  Do you 
call this economy? 
City Council: Ah! it is 
a necessity. 
Ratepayer: A 
Mayoress! 
Costly furniture! 
Do we need it? 
 
City Council: It is for 
the use of the 
Mayor’s wife. 
 
Ratepayer: Oh! 
We don’t use it! 
Don’t even see it! 
Where do we 
come in? 
Notice reads: 
Bill to 
ratepayer 
Furnishing 
Mayoress’s 
Room 
£440.10.0. 
 
City Council: 
This is where 
you come in. 
Pay up! 
 
 
Quotations for the furnishing of the Mayoress's rooms at the City Hall were 
submitted to the Brisbane City Council…. That of John Hicks and Co., at £355 4s., 
was for a comparatively simple but effective scheme and that of F. Tritton and Co., 
Ltd., at £884 11s. 6d., was for an elaborate one… The quotation accepted, which 
was from a third firm, was, as stated yesterday, £440 10s. "Brisbane Courier."  
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40. [Lay-By System] 
 Source: Honi Soit, Etc. By “Lyttell Mee”, Queensland Figaro, Nov 2, 1929, 12. 
	  
	  
	  
Brisbane City Council has achieved 
many triumphs (?), including the 
Million Pounds Town Hall. But its 
adoption of the “lay-by” system,” for 
the acquisition of “twelve woodwind 
instruments,” is the Dizzy Limit! 
 
“I’ve an order from the Council”- 
                           Said the T.-P. Man- 
“They require a dozen trombones!” 
                           Said the T.-P. Man. 
“There’s a dozen trombones needed- 
To our terms they have acceded- 
No one offered ‘em what WE did!” 
                            Said the T.-P. Man. 
 
“It was wood-wind that they ordered”- 
                         Said the Lay-By Man- 
“Clarinets and flutes and hautboys!” 
                         Said the Lay-By Man- 
“But they hadn’t got the ‘dough,’ boys, 
To pay cash for flutes and haut-boys; 
So we’ve had to let ‘em owe, boys!” 
                          Said the Lay-By Man! 
 
“But Jack Fihelly calls it folly-“ 
                             Said the T.-P. Man. 
“And it looks like it, by golly!”- 
                             Said the T.-P. Man. 
“It makes you melancholy 
To find Brisbane and Bill Jolly, 
On ‘instalments’- like Aunt Polly!” 
                             Said the T.-P. Man.	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41. City Rates 
 Source: Sidelights By “Ixion”, Brisbane Courier, November 9, 1929, 24.  
	  
	  
	  
	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  City Rates 
 
Sound the cymbal, twang the lyre, 
On Mt. Coot-tha light a fire; 
City rates will not be higher 
                     Than they were. 
Spread the glad and joyful tidings 
Through the boroughs and the  
       ridings –  
                     Make a stir. 
 
Make the noise that will betoken 
That the long ascent is broken; 
For at least a little season 
Aldermen have come to reason –  
                      Called a stay, 
To the long and never-ending 
Job of raking in and spending, 
Patching up, renewing, mending 
                    The financial way.  
 
Let there be some joy in living; 
Coign a hymn of brief thanksgiving; 
Shout it from the Town Hall spire 
That the rates will not be higher 
                    For a space. 
We who have been feeling squeezy 
Now may breathe a little easy 
                      By their grace.  
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42. The Call of Duty 
 Source:  Honi Soit, Etc. By “Lyttell Mee”, Queensland Figaro, Dec 7, 1929, 12. 
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
                      The Call of Duty; or 
             Splicing the Municipal Mainbrace 
 
“An administrative order from the new Town Hall 
has been issued by the Town Clerk (Lt.-Col. 
Annand) directing officers and employees of the 
Brisbane City Council not to drink intoxicating 
liquors during hours of duty; but not only that: 
they are not to be found on licensed premises, 
except in the course of duty.”    (BING!)                                         
 
An “administrative order” from the New 
               Town Hall 
Says that “during hours of duty” you are not 
               to drink at all 
        Of intoxicating liquor 
        (In plain Australian, shiquor!) 
And employees of the Council at a pub. Are 
               NOT to call! 
 
But there’s just one small exception – the in- 
               variable one 
Which proves the rule of councils everywhere 
               beneath the sun. 
         It is simple; yet has beauty –  
         If you’re going round on duty –  
Well; alderman or officer, your duty must be  
               done! 
 
And if, by hard necessity, or pitiable lot, 
The call (or shout) of Duty takes you to some  
               cool damp spot, 
         Obey it, though you perish! 
          And our great tradition cherish; 
For DUTY is the watchword of the English- 
               man and Scot. 
 
Australians descended from those races, bold 
               and free, 
In doing their plain duty not a whit behind 
               will be! 
         When the sun’s above the foreyard, 
         In the office and the store-yard,  
Nelson’s signal shall be hoisted for a shouting 
               world to see! 
 
And intrepidly and quickly they will face each 
               shining bar, 
As their fathers faced the cannon of the foe 
               at Trafalgar! 
         And, though, many will be ale-ing, 
         You will not find any quailing 
When the call (or shout) of Duty tests the  
               stuff of which they are! 
 
“All for Jolly, Home, and Duty!” is the motto 
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                  of their pride;  
And the girls respond benignly when they 
               beckon them aside. 
         They will muster to a man, and 
         The great Town Panjandrum, Annand, 
Will find his mainbrace neatly splices long, 
               Long before noontide! 
                                            (“M-m-m-Yes!”)	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43. That Surplus 
 Source: Sidelights By “Ixion”, Brisbane Courier, January 18, 1930, 20. 
	  
	  
	  
            That Surplus 
 
The shades of night were falling  
      fast 
As up the Town Hall spire there 
      passed 
A man intending to broadcast 
                               The Surplus. 
 
A balance sheet was in his hand, 
He cried: “My friends, you’ll under- 
      stand 
A surplus we can now command.” 
 
“A surplus, friends, in hand have 
      we; 
By counting thousands, fifty three. 
Is it not wonderful?” said he. 
 
“We have it safely in the bank 
For fear that there might be a flank 
Attack on it by file and rank!” 
 
“We’ll put it later under glass, 
So you may view it as you pass, 
And say, Alack; also Alas!” 
 
“My friends, you shall not partici- 
      pate; 
There won’t be a diminished rate-   
There may be at some later date.” 
 
“The tram fares just the same will 
      be, 
And likewise, electricity. 
Is it not wonderful?” said he. 
 
“And now we’re out upon our own 
To try and float a million loan, 
Or very soon we’ll have none!” 
 
Such splendid finance, is it not? 
It’s true we had to sack a lot –  
Here some one shouted: “Utter 
rot!”	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44. An Awful Easy One! 
 Source: Honi, Soit Etc By “Lyttell Mee”, Queensland Figaro, February 8, 1930, 12.  
 
	  
	  
	  
	  	  
 
                     An Awful Easy One! 
Here’s the very latest – and most seasonable 
- pun; or, rather play on words. It is from 
the new Town Hall (of course!), where they 
Are all having a jolly good time. A pun com- 
petition was in progress, and one smart com- 
petitor was told to make a pun on the word 
“mosquito.” “Oh, that anophelesy one!” he 
murmured, as the audience fainted. 
                     (Loud reverberations.) 	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45. Economic Laws 
 Source: Sidelights By “Ixion”, Brisbane Courier, February 8, 1930, 22. 
	  
	  
	  
	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  Economic Laws 
Economic laws have to be obeyed                         
       – Premier Moore. 
 
I met with Private Enterprise, 
  He took me by the hand; 
  “And how are things in 
Queensland 
      now, 
  That most ill-governed land?” 
 
“Is Labour still in power?” he said, 
  “As it has been of yore, 
  “And are they still at enmity  
     “With Economic Law?” 
 
“Oh, no! I said, “the Labour folk 
   “Are out for many a day,   
“There are as tame as anything 
   “Since we reduced their pay!”  
 
Are wages holding up? he said,  
   “While prices tumble down? 
“And what about the new Town 
Hall? 
   “And how is Brisbane town?” 
 
“The wages are as you surmise,  
   “And prices, as you say. 
“We should be doing better now 
   That rain has come our way! 
 
“The Government is holding things 
   “Secure and well in hand, 
“Its aim it is to try and get 
   “More people on the land!” 
 
“In Brisbane they laying brick,  
   “On brick, and stone on stone,  
“But Economic Law, I hear,  
   “Is still denied its own!” 
 
“I’d like to see less bricks,” he said, 
   “And more of growing crops, 
“And also fewer farmers’ sons 
   “Applying to be cops!” 
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46. The Funfare of Trumpets 
 Source: Sunday Mail, February 9, 1930, 2.  
 
	  
	  
	  
	  
Caption: When the new Brisbane City Hall is formally opened in a few months’ 
time, it is proposed that, among the ceremonies a fanforade of trumpets shall be 
sounded from the roof or tower of the structure. – News Item. 
Our artist suggests that as economy is the watchword, the Mayor and certain 
aldermen might undertake the musical programme.  
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47. Relieving the Unemployed! 
 Source: Sidelights by “Ixion”, Brisbane Courier, February 22, 1930, 22. 
	  
	  
 
Relieving the Unemployed! 
 
In its magnificent million-pound  
    Town Hall 
  The Brisbane Council sat 
Pondering ponderously 
   Over this and that 
With a superlative dignity and oppres- 
          sive omniscience 
   Befitting its lavish appointments and 
          its luxurious surroundings. 
 
Came there a question of supreme civic 
           import- 
An issue demanding almost super- 
         human prescience; 
   It was this : 
 
An unemployed man, capable and com- 
           petent, 
   But unable to find work- 
Sick and tired of pacing the streets 
    And eating his heart out 
In the vain pursuit of an elusive job, 
   Anxious to conserve his few remain- 
         ing pence, 
Humbly solicited leave to pitch a tent 
    On idle land 
    At Nudgee Beach. 
 
Received with momentous misgiving, 
    Dubiousness, hesitation, suspicion, 
Fearful that the request might be 
           loaded, 
And that approval might mean a pre- 
          cedent, 
Even the emptying of Davies Park. 
 
Finally approving, deciding to forego 
          rent, 
   With munificent charitableness, 
But with ponderous headshaking, 
    Misgivings, and platitudinous predic- 
            tions, and warnings 
That there must needs be a limit to 
          such liberality, 
On account of the state of the finances. 
 
Passing on to the next business 
With the unctious mien 
Of one who has performed a charitable 
          act 
And expects to read about in next 
          morning's paper. 
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48. The City Hall 
 Poem by Mabel Forrest, 1930.                                                                                                                                                                              
	   	  
Mabel Forrest poem in a carved frame by Ed. Rosenstengel. ‘The frame 
symbolizes the past, present and future of the City Hall and was commissioned for 
the Authors and Artists Society. It contains a poem written by Mabel Forrest, which 
was read at the opening of the City Hall on 8 April 1930.’             
Source: http://trove.nla.gov.au/work/36914991?versionId=47927861     
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The City Hall 
 
THIS is the grandeur that the people made,                                                                                                          
For where this building stands a quiet pool                                                                                             
Reflected soft white clouds within its blue,                                                                                                       
And shadows of green trees, and little flowers,                                                                                             
Nodding down banks where now the wide streets lie.                                                                                 
Here came the birds; and shy wild things                                                                                                                  
Of fur and feather mustered in the dusk,                                                                                                      
And black men wandered here with ochred spear,                                                                                       
And native women chanted by the fire.                                                                                                         
Was there among them one who dreamed of towers,                                                                                    
Of mighty walls, of arches and of steps                                                                                                              
So proud and wonderful? Of pillars marble-veined,                                                                                        
Of precious woods, of brass and copper curled                                                                                                 
To gracious shapes? Of flashing rays of light?                                                                                                    
Of all the magics that the white man’s brain                                                                                                
Would yet conceive and bring to excellence?                                                                                                  
Of the high call of music and of song?                                                                                                         
More sweet than those soft violins of wind                                                                                                     
The native men had heard among the hills?                                                                                                      
Of noble organ pipes that carried far                                                                                                                      
To the pathways of the birds a paean of sound? 
 
A poem made of stone; a concrete song;                                                                                                           
The lisp of leaves forgotten in the wood;                                                                                                                 
An inspiration that was born of flowers.  
 
O hands that toiled! O hearts that hungered for                                                                                  
Attainment! Ye at last are justified.  
 
The sun shall bless these halls with mellow light;                                                                                                   
The rain shall kiss the walls, like happy tears                                                                                                
Angels might weep because they found men made                                                                                            
A building God can bless. A God who loves                                                                                                      
The beauty in a blossom – or a dream –                                                                                                            
The loveliness of tower and of wall,                                                                                                                     
Of sculptured beauty crowned with stately spire,                                                                                            
Built on foundations of a people’s love –                                                                                                            
A man’s ambition welded to his toil -                                                                                                                  
The star supreme of architectural grace,                                                                                                       
Crying: “This shall be worthy of our land,                                                                                                
Queensland – with majesty – we crown thee Queen!” 
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49. City Hall – A Dedication 
 Source: Brisbane Courier, April 8, 1930, 17. 
	  
	  
	  
	  	  	  	  	  	  	  City Hall – A Dedication 
             
With quickened civic pride we thrill to- 
       day! 
The dream comes true-a dream set firm  
       in stone. 
We move one proud step further on our 
       way; 
Courage and Faith our timorous doubts     
       disown. 
 
The brave flags fly; the great task ends  
       at last! 
No more the huge cranes lift, nor ham- 
       mers smite. 
Instead of discords, through the cham-            
       ber vast 
In swelling harmony-sweet choirs unite. 
 
Serene, it waits the gifted sculptor's           
       touch 
Carving in stone the story of the past; 
For to those first fine souls who dared  
       so much 
We would do homage: Hold their record  
       fast. 
 
In the proud tower the beacon-light shall  
       glow, 
And sweet chimes down the years a mes-      
       sage ring; 
The great clock see a brave young city           
       grow, 
Solving stern problems-surely triumph- 
       ing! 
 
What changeful life the high-domed hall       
       will know! 
Beauty and youth dancing gay nights  
       away; 
Calm hours when Science lifts her lamp  
       aglow; 
Or Music speaks, as only Music may. 
 
Oh souls unborn, new 'heritors of the  
       land 
In those far years, in which we have no  
       part, 
This is our gift to you: These walls will  
       stand 
When Earth has taken the builders to  
       her heart. 
                                   EMILY BULCOCK. 
Brisbane, April 7	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50. [Brisbane is a Young Queen] 
 Source: Daily Mail, April 8, 1930, 6. 
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Brisbane is a young queen, 
    And she is grown so tall,  
    It is fitting she have a sceptre 
    And her own stately hall. 
 
    Brisbane is a young queen 
    And such her royal grace 
    It shall be wrought and finished 
    A lofty, noble place. 
 
    That when the queen gives welcome 
    To those who are her peers, 
    Or sanction to her servants 
    Throughout the coming years.  
 
    Beauty shall roof their calling, 
    On pillars straight and bright, 
    Of Brisbane be the city 
    Of lovliness and right. 
                    Llywelyn Lucas 
 
 
Caption: Coming into her own.                                                                                                                        
The new city hall will be formally opened to-day.  
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51. Owed to the New Town Hall 
 Source: Honi Soit, Etc. By “Lyttell Mee”, Queensland Figaro, April 19, 1930, 12. 
 
	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
 
 
Owed to the New Town Hall! 
A mysterious-looking person, in side-
whiskers and a hat like that worn by Mr. 
Randolph Bedford when he goes 
electioneering, slipped this under the 
door and scuttled. (Apparently it is an 
Owed on the New Town Hall):— 
 
I, too, citizens, would remind you of . . . . 
       rates. 
Look up! Behold! Arise! O Lord .... gates! 
World-beating tower . . . superb chimes .      
       Jolly, 
What of the cost? No, no! Away .... 
      melancholy! 
Brisbane's new .... City Fathers .... 
       knocks new .... spots on - 
Towering aloft, O clock! . . . Time! .... 
       Alderman Watson! 
Here, where .... waterhole ….. Walter 
       Barnes .... swum 
Rises temple .... civic pride …... striking 
       all dumb! 
What is a million? O citizens ..... high 
       pride. 
Marble and copper domes .... why not on 
       hill 
Ah, 'twere a golden dream .... jobs 
flourish  
       still. 
Sink not in anguish, faint-hearts .... on 
       with your stride, 
Forward into the . . . past .... Again? Then 
       .... has lied'! .... 
The fragmentary mystery (says the "Tele 
graph") ends there. Perhaps it is as well 
that it does! 
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52. [Town Hall Chimes]    
	  
	  
	  
Daily Standard, April 24, 1930, 1. 
	  
	  
	  
 
Daily Standard, May 8, 1930, 1. 
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53. A Lost Opportunity  
 Source: Sunday Mail, April 27, 1930, 2.  
	  	  	  
	  
 
Caption: “WAIT FOR THE BEAT!” If only Dr. Arundel Orchard had had the 
presence of mind to use his accustomed baton during the recent demonstration at 
the City Hall, the world would have seen how well-conducted our music lovers can 
be even when voicing dissent.  	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54. Town Hall Clock 
 Source: Sidelights By “Ixion”, Brisbane Courier, June 7, 1930, 22. 
	  
	  
	  
	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
Town Hall Clock. 
 
I am the clock, 
    Installed in the steeple 
To notify the people 
The hour of the day, 
To give 'em the timing 
In musical chiming; 
And now they say 
That I'm m the way! 
 
That I am nerve-wracking, 
And that I want sacking, 
Drum splitting! ear cracking! 
Much too penetrating 
And too enervating, 
Et cetera, they say! 
 
I keep folk awake in 
The night time, they say? 
On concerts I break in, 
Asserting my sway 
As Master Vibrator, 
Air lord and dictator. 
Mussolini of music 
They'll have to get used to me, 
That's what I say! 
 
But still, there is one thing 
For which I am waiting -  
To be at my top when the Council's 
      debating -  
To drown in vibrations 
Their vane lucubrations, 
        And let 'em see 
        They can't silence me.	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55. The Slogan–Coiner Speaks 
 Source: Honi, Soit, Etc. By “Lyttell Mee”, Queensland Figaro, July 5, 1930, 12. 
 Attributed to E.N.M. in The Daily Mail. 
	  
	  
	  
THE SLOGAN-COINER SPEAKS 
 
To the Central Station I took my cousin –  
    His name is Casimir Babbage –  
I said, “Buy lemons by the dozen!” 
    And also, “Eat more cabbage!” 
And then I led him to the gates 
     Of the Town Hall, with the Aubeya; 
And I begged them all to “Pay more rates,” 
    And also, “Eat more strawberries!” 
I next arranged a picnic fine, 
    Amid Mount Coot-tha wattles, 
Where I urged them all to “Drink more wine!” 
    And also “Break more bottles!” 
Next day to church I drove them down, 
    With several other urgers, 
And I thought I saw my cousin frown, 
At the legend, “Tip more vergers!” 
 
The conversation flagged at lunch, 
    And, in between the pauses, 
I feared that I had lost my punch, 
    As a helper of Good Causes. 
But I kept on – I’m the dogged sort; 
    Well up among the strivers –  
So I took them to the Inns of Court, 
    With its slogan, “Lend me fivers!” 
I said, “I think it’s quite all right –  
    See here, “Meet more attorneys! …” 
At the Tourist Bureau, opposite, 
    I showed them, “Go more journeys! …” 
By this they seemed to lose all zest, 
    And I thought it was a pity; 
So we parted, after they’d confest –  
That I’d really done my level best 
    At brightening up our city! 
 
  - E.N.M. in “The Daily Mail,” Brisbane.	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56. Sir Otto 
 Source: Sidelights By “Ixion”, Brisbane Courier, July 26, 1930, 22.	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  Sir Otto 
 
SIR OTTO arrives in Brisbane by  
     mail train. 
  At the end of each section of the  
line he asks his secretary: “What in- 
terest is this returning? 
  And replies, “Humph!” 
  He asks, also, if the engines and 
rolling stock are repaired out of 
revenue or loan? 
  “Loan, Sir Otto.” 
  “Humph!” 
  Sir Otto avoids the reception com- 
mittee and gets out unostentatiously 
at Roma Street. 
  In the morning he rises early and  
takes a stroll round. 
  At breakfast he asks his secretary 
how was the Town Hall built? 
  “Loan money, Sir Otto.” 
  “Any return?” 
  “Very little.” 
   “Sewerage, electric light, and 
trams?” 
  “Loan money!” 
  “Interest?” 
  No, Sir Otto.” 
  Disguised as a workman he attends  
a council meeting. 
  After listening a while he grunts: 
“Humph! No wonder!” and retires.	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57. The Alternative 
 Source: Sidelights By “Ixion”, Brisbane Courier, August 2, 1930, 22.  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  The Alternative 
 
IF I were Mr. Theodore 
     (A wharfie said to me) 
I wouldn’t hesitate, he said, 
   To act quite differently.  
 
A fig, I’d say, for Governments 
   And what they care to do, 
I’d front the people of this State, 
   And all Australia, too. 
 
I’d rise up in the Federal House, 
   And state my case for all 
Electors of the Commonwealth, 
   And stand by it or fall. 
 
I’d go to my electorate, 
   And tell ‘em plain and straight, 
The ins and outs of everything 
   And on their judgment wait.      
 
I’d hire the Brisbane City Hall, 
   And meet the people so, 
I’d answer every question asked, 
   And tell ‘em all I know.  
 
I’d let the people be my judge, 
And I’d obey their call, 
Because when all is said and done, 
   They are the highest court of all.  
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58. [Wee Golf Course Model] 
 Source: Brisbane Courier, November 5, 1930, 18.  
 
 	  
	  	  
Caption: It was appropriate that the Lord Mayor (Alderman W. A. Jolly, C.M.G.) 
should have opened the Wee Golf course in Barry Parade last evening, for the 
central feature of the course is a model of the Town Hall. 	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59. Back From Burmah 
 Source: Sidelights By “Ixion”, Brisbane Courier, December 6, 1930, 20.  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  	  	  	  	  Back from Burmah 
 
A FRIEND of mine, the other day, 
         Who had been very long away, 
    Returned from far off Mandalay, 
            In Burmah –  
Came back unto his native soil 
To settle down, eschewing toil, 
For he made a pile in oil, 
And, tiring of the East, returned  
              To terra firma. 
 
A many up he’d seen and down, 
Sunburned he was, and very brown. 
I showed him round the old home 
   town, 
              Without a murmur. 
 
I took him up to One Tree Hill –  
The Town Hall with its million bill, 
Around the sights enough his eyes to fill. 
 
                And then we went 
To Parliament. The House it sat, 
The speaker was a democrat, 
Who talked of this and talked of  
       that …. 
He stayed a while, put on his hat, 
And then in haste he went away.  
                      .         .         .     
I have not seen him since. They say 
He left that very selfsame day 
              For Mandalay.	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60. Town Hall Pediment 
 Source: Sidelights By “Ixion”, Brisbane Courier, December 27, 1930, 6.  
 
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
 
 
Town Hall Pediment 
 
WHEN the people of the future 
Are apassing Albert-square, 
O! 
They will gaze with admira- 
tion 
On that pediment up there, O! 
 
Which a clever little lady 
Of a bygone generation 
In her mind evolved and wrought at 
With artistic application. 
 
In a world of greed and grabbing 
Art had fallen by the way, O! 
With spasmodical exceptions, 
Such as this of Daphne Mayo	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61. In Days of Old 
 Source: Sidelights By “Ixion”, Brisbane Courier, April 18, 1931, 20. 
 
	  
	  
        In Days of Old 
 
OF old the wily Treasurer 
          Budgeted deficit, 
      Because a surplus always meant 
          That deputations used their  
        wit, 
To try and get a bit of it. 
 
He couldn’t plead he hadn’t funds 
    If he’d a surplus shown; 
Or say the revenue was down, 
   And London wouldn’t loan, 
Or, figuratively speaking, groan. 
 
But nowadays the deficits 
   No rigging up require; 
They come along unbudgeted,  
   And climb up even higher, 
Beyond the Town Hall spire. 
 
Oh, happy days when revenue 
   Was buoyant day by day; 
When Treasurers in office sat, 
   And only had to pay;  
   Give me another million, pray, 
Or even ten, if so it be, 
And charge it to prosperity. 
 
The trouble now with us is this: 
   Posterity has come along 
A great deal sooner than we thought; 
   And that’s the short of it and long –  
Our calculations were all wrong.	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62. Municipal Matters 
 Source: Sidelights By “Ixion”, Brisbane Courier, August 8, 1931, 18.  
	  
	  
	  
	  	  	  	  	  	  	  Municipal Matters 
 
THE Town Hall clock proclaims the  
     knell of parting day. 
   The spire cost eighty thousand, as 
          you see. 
The Sewerage onwards drags its weary 
        way, 
    And no one knows how much the  
          cost will be. 
 
There will be no more picnics for the  
      staff, 
    And no more grey-street bridges 
           will be built, 
    And no more worship of the Golden 
      Calf 
    And no more: help yourself to what 
           you wilt. 
 
The trembling ratepayer who watched 
     the way 
Expenditure was mounting, with a 
          zest, 
Make take a spell from his anxiety and 
      and say: 
    Whatever is, is often not the best.  
 
For Lo! there is a Warden at the  
     Gate 
    Whose name belies his nature it 
          would seem. 
A warden with a flaming sword await 
    For hunters of the Golden Rainbow  
          gleam.	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63. On Rations 
 Source: Sidelights By “Ixion”, Brisbane Courier, August 15, 1931, 18.  
	  
	  
	  
	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  On Rations 
 
THE Million-pound Town Hall in 
        gloom  
    Stands still in Market Square, 
One half of its staff, from room to room, 
    Is now no longer there. 
 
There was a day, not long ago, 
    A day when all was smiling, 
When in its coffers debt and debt 
    Was slowly upward piling. 
 
When, in that earthly paradise, 
    The money flowed like water; 
When any one could get a job 
    For son or else a daughter. 
 
O those were happy times indeed, 
    If they had only lasted; 
If there had never been a need 
    To fly the flag half-masted.	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64. [Municipal Insurance Scheme] 
 Source: Brisbane Courier, January 23, 1932, 14. 
	  
	  
	  
	  
Caption: The Lord Mayor: Our Million Pound Town Hall is in danger. What’s wrong 
with the pressure? 
Ratepayers: Your cheap hose has burst. 
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65. Welcome to “Our Marjorie” 
 Source: Queensland Figaro, June 18, 1932, 7.   
	  
	  
	  
	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  Welcome  
           To “Our Marjorie” 
As Queenslanders, to you we gladly  
      sing, 
And trust that we are doing the proper  
      thing; 
By saying “Hello, and a hearty stay, 
And may the pleasure of Queensland 
      come your way.” 
As a sports-girl of all the pleasures you  
      will find, 
With Queensland’s weather, and sports 
      combined; 
For there is golf, tennis and dances in  
      store, 
Also swimming, yachting and many  
      things more. 
Perhaps you thought our city would be  
      small, 
You may change your mind when you  
      see “our City Hall”; 
For Alderman Jolly could evidently see, 
The big improvement to Brisbane it  
      would be. 
Then we have the Treasury Square, 
And, without it, Queen Street would 
      look bare; 
Or perhaps the one you’d like the best, 
Is the Colonial Mutual, or one of the  
      rest. 
If interested in the “flying game,” 
Go to Archerfield, that’s the aerodrome’s  
      name; 
Out there you will find the pilots always 
      cheery, 
And a visit from you will make them  
      merry! 
Throughout Queensland we have  
      different stations, 
By these means, it helps to build the            
      nations;                                                        
But the Brisbane river the Majestic 
      could not sail, 
Still, there are other things in place of  
      the one we fail. 
Of all the different things of Queensland     
      one could tell, 
But of these you will find out, we know 
      too well; 
But just to remind you, we have our 
      kennel clubs, 
Of these, you will be interested with  
      “Cheekee’ and “Tubs.” 
We have the mountains not far from the  
      city, 
To think we have not more, it’s a pity; 
	  	   301	  
	  
	  
The views from Mt. Coot-tha, one always 
      enjoys, 
The pleasure it gives is equal to a baby 
      with toys. 
Oft’ in the city street you will walk, 
And to many Queenslanders you will 
      talk; 
For we know there are many pleasures  
      in sight, 
Both for them as well as you, during day 
      and night. 
So stick to the Queenslanders, while you  
      are here, 
For when you return “Home” another 
      day may near 
For you to re-visit our sunny shore, 
And every Queenslander will like you  
       all the more; 
              Our Marjorie.  
                    VAL. BRANTHWAITE 
   Brisbane	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66. At the Town Hall 
 Source: Sidelights By “Piripi”, Brisbane Courier, February 18, 1933, 18. 
	  
	  
	  
	  
At the Town Hall 
 
SAYS Greene to Tait: 
       “You were my mate 
“In many a civic tete-a-tete.” 
 
Says Tait to Greene: 
“You showed your spleen,   
“So you just find out what I mean.” 
 
Says Greene to Tait: 
“Absquatulate!” 
“Was going anyway,” said Tait. 
 
But Greene and Tait, 
As sure as Fate, 
Will each ask each to irrigate! 
 
Let Tait and Greene 
Save every “bean” 
By circumventing “the Machine.” 
 
Let Greene and Tait 
Themselves apply 
To cut the rates of You and I.	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
 
67. The Town Hall 
 Source: Sidelights By “Piripi”, Brisbane Courier, May 27, 1933, 18. 
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  The Town Hall 
 
STRANGER: Your million-pound 
       Town Hall is a very interesting 
building! 
Citizen: Interesting, I should say so! 
Why the interest is about £1000 a 
week.	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68. A model of the City Hall 
Source: Sunday Mail, June 25, 1939, 12.  
 
	  
 
 
 
Caption: The fingers of the blind children have worn the paint off this model of the 
Brisbane City Hall. 
	  	  	  	  
69. The City Hall 
Source: For the boys and girls, Courier-Mail, August 8, 1935, 5.  
	  
	  
 
                 The City Hall 
By Ailsa Searle, Coorparoo (12 
years) 
 
See the tower reaching high, 
As though it wished to touch the 
sky; 
As at its very topmost height 
Brightly gleams the blood-red light. 
 
Brisbane’s pride majestic stands, 
The noble work of skilful hands. 
Its mighty clock, its ringing chime, 
Make us heed the flight of time.  
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70. [City Hall Christmas Cakes] 
                                                                                                                                                       
 	  
	  
 
Source: “Cake for Chandler,” Courier-Mail, December 10, 1948, 1.	  
	  
Cake for Chandler  
This cake made a surprise appearance at the Lord Mayor’s Christmas party in the 
City Hall yesterday. It was left on a side table as a present for Ald. Chandler.  
Considered almost an exact replica of the City Hall. It was designed by the council 
caterer, Mr. A. Purcell, and made by his staff.  
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Source: “Welcome Like Home,” Courier-Mail, 
November 10, 1950, 1. 
 
Caption: Canterbury Cathedral modeled in 
cake, intrigued the Archbishop of 
Canterbury (Dr. Fisher) yesterday. The 
cake was made for a civic reception to Dr. 
Fisher in the City Hall. 
 
 
 
 
 
Source: Elaborate Iced Cakes for 
Archbishop,” Australian Women’s 
Weekly, December 16, 1950, 27. 
 
Elaborate iced cakes for 
Archbishop 
 
The Archbishop of Canterbury (Dr. 
Fisher) and Mrs. Fisher are taking 
back to England with them two large 
Christmas cakes which were on the 
table at a civic reception for them in 
Brisbane.  
 
One cake is a model of Canterbury 
Cathedral, and the other of the 
Brisbane City Hall. Gilt clasped 
hands connect the two.  
 
The cakes together weigh 140lb. A 
sixpenny picture postcard was the 
guide to the design of the Cathedral. 
The towers as well as the main 
structure are of cake covered with 
icing. Coloured icing simulates 
stained-glass windows. 
 
Mr. F. Purcell, Brisbane City Hall 
caterer, supervised the making of the 
cakes, and Mr. Wallace Rudkin iced 
them.              …. 
[Efforts to locate a photograph of 
both cakes or the City Hall cake have 
been fruitless!]  
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71. It’s Hot in Brisbane but it’s Coolangatta 
 Sheet music - cover artwork by Dudley Gordon; Words and music by Claude  
Carnell, 1953, http://nla.gov.au/nla.mus-vn1784723. 
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Appendix 2    One hundred events held at Brisbane City Hall 
1930 – 1939 
 
 
Introduction 
 
Scholarly attention has predominantly focused on the political and economic 
history of the Brisbane City Council. It places Brisbane City Hall in the context of an 
outcome of the council’s political and economic affairs. Studies and reports 
address the architectural aspects of City Hall. Absent from the literature is the 
social and cultural history of Brisbane City Hall; yet City Hall is frequently referred 
to as ‘the people’s place’ for residents and visitors alike.  
 
Greater knowledge and understanding of what went on inside City Hall provides 
evidence for beginning to understand its social and cultural importance. In the 
absence of official records such as booking sheets, the written and photographic 
evidence for how City Hall was used and by whom, in its first decade, rests largely 
within the pages of newspapers. Reports about events and activities, from the 
main, social and women’s pages of newspapers provide valuable primary historical 
source material for a study of the social meaning of Brisbane City Hall.  
 
Newspaper reports of events held at City Hall may contain information such as: 
 
• the name and type of event;  
• the date it was held;  
• where in City Hall it was held;  
• the order of the event such as the items in a concert, parts of a ceremony or 
speakers at a meeting;  
• audience numbers and their reactions;  
• the names of official guests and some attendees;  
• lists of details of what some women, identified by name, wore including the 
design, decoration, fabric type and colour of their dresses and hats;  
• whether the event raised funds, how much was raised and for which cause; 
• how the space was decorated, including the types of plants used and details of 
flowers such as types, colours and vases used; and  
• photographs. 	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This appendix has been compiled to gain an understanding of the purposes for 
which City Hall spaces were used. It documents events in order to gather data 
about which observations about social meaning may be made. It is comprised of 
records for one hundred events held at City Hall during the 1930s; its first decade 
of public use. Ten items were selected from each year of the decade to reflect a 
variety of activities as well as audience types and sizes in an attempt to capture a 
representative sample of events. The item record for each event includes the name 
of the event, an event type, date held, location where it was held in City Hall, notes 
about the event taken from newspaper reports, the source/s of the report and, if 
available, a photograph with its original caption.    
 
The selected events were mostly held for public audiences and have all been 
reported as having occurred, not advertised as upcoming. Many more events and 
activities were advertised during this period, but not all were subsequently reported 
in the newspapers. Therefore, the events in this sample have had two selection 
processes applied to them – first, to be reported in the newspaper, as some events 
were reported and not others, for a possible variety of reasons; and second, to be 
included in this sample, events that reflected a variety of purposes and a variety of 
audience types were selected.  
 
Not included in this sample are meetings with mayors or aldermen held in the 
course of their duties such as deputations, delegations and internal council 
meetings. The variety of purposes for which City Hall spaces were used during the 
ten year period after its official opening, as reflected in this sample, are 
summarized in Table 1: 
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Table 1: Broad classification of one hundred events held in Brisbane City 
Hall 1930-1939.  
See page 371 for a full list of events types, locations and years held for the events 
in this sample. 
 
Purpose Types of events Location 
 
entertainment  
(often also fundraising 
events) 
 
variety concerts 
visiting artists’ concerts 
balls/dances/pageants 
children’s balls/dances 
recitals 
competitions 
club room 
 
 
mainly concert hall, 
basement 
 
information/ 
education/ 
promotion 
 
lectures 
demonstrations 
displays 
exhibitions 
promotions 
film screenings 
 
 
mainly concert hall, foyer, 
basement 
 
fundraising 
 
fetes 
carnivals 
displays/exhibitions 
card parties 
 
 
reception rooms of Lord 
Mayor and Lady 
Mayoress, foyer, roof, 
basement 
 
meetings/gatherings 
 
political addresses/rallies 
sectarian addresses/rallies 
protests 
public meetings 
committee meetings 
conventions 
 
 
mainly concert hall, 
reception rooms of Lord 
Mayor and Lady Mayoress 
 
ceremonies 
 
civic receptions 
commemoration events 
openings 
school speech days 
 
 
reception rooms of Lord 
Mayor and Lady 
Mayoress,  
concert hall 
 
sporting events 
 
competitions 
demonstrations 
 
 
concert hall 
 
electoral proceedings  
 
polling booth 
 
concert hall 
 
 
legal proceedings 
 
court room 
 
concert hall 
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Using City Hall 
Entertainment is the major use represented in this sample. In addition to the 
entertainment provided by concerts and recitals, musical and elocution items were 
reported as being performed at lectures, film showings, the Golden Casket draw 
and at fundraising activities, such as fashion parades and bridge afternoons. A 
notice advertising a protest against the opening of theatres on Anzac Day 1930, 
indicates that organ music, songs and recitations would also form part of the 
program of the meeting (Figure 1).   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Figure 1: Protest 
meeting notice, April 
1930, showing a list 
of speakers and the 
entertainment to be 
provided.  
Source:  Brisbane 
Courier, April 12, 1930, 
2. 
 
 
Balls, children’s events, weekly community concerts and Golden Casket draws all 
attracted large crowds, some numbering in the thousands. ‘Christmas Trees’ held 
for children provided entertainment and featured the distribution of toys and cakes 
to children from families affected by unemployment. Some of these events were 
organized by radio stations, notably 4BC which was launched by John Chandler, 
later Lord Mayor of Brisbane from 1940 to 1952. Charitable organizations identified 
families and assisted with the distribution of tickets. 
 
Some of the annual balls held at City Hall during the 1930s were the council staff 
ball, the Catholic Ball, the Limbless Soldiers Ball, the RACQ Ball, the Rotary Ball, 
the Mater Hospital Ball, the United Services Club Ball, the Masonic Ball, the Police 
Ball, the Period Pageant Ball, the Toc H Ball and the Social Service Ball. Most balls 
raised funds for charities and many included the presentation of debutantes 
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ranging in number from one to over forty. Show Week balls were very popular 
events, some with over 1,000 attendees. 
 
Newspaper reports of events frequently featured a selection of names of people 
who attended ‘society events’ such as balls, parties and receptions. Included were 
lists of details of the style, decoration, fabric and colour of the dresses and hats 
worn by some the female attendees. In the social pages, the number of paragraphs 
dedicated to these descriptions frequently far exceeded the space given to the 
details of the event itself. A report of the reception held in the basement supper 
rooms after the official opening of City Hall, appeared in the ‘In the Social Sphere’ 
page of The Brisbane Courier the following day. The almost 3,000 word report 
contains approximately 2,300 words describing the dresses and hats of ninety-two 
women who attended the function.529 The excerpt below from ‘The Social Sphere’ 
page of The Brisbane Courier is from the report of an afternoon party ‘limited to 
young people’, to welcome Marjorie Wilson, daughter of the new governor (Item 
25):  
 
Miss Marie Lorenzo’s frock of navy blue Marocain was inlet with striped 
material in lighter shades of blue, with which she wore a black felt hat, Miss 
Nancy Pease wore with her navy blue suit a lemon satin blouse, and her 
hat was of folded brown felt. Miss Mary Hill (Rosevale) chose a frock of 
mandarin satin, printed in a tiny leaf design in black and beige, and finished 
with strappings of white.530 
Broad trends in the fashions on display at an event were also noted such as in this 
excerpt from the report of the ball for the opening of City Hall:  
Soft, bright colours were chosen by the majority of the feminine dancers, 
and occasional black frocks, chiefly of lace, served as a foil to the lighter 
shades. Coats of moire, velvet, and metal tissue, nearly all with fur 
trimming, were even more elaborate in some instances than the gowns they 
covered. In length the gowns varied from about six inches from the floor to 
those that touched the heels, and nearly all featured uneven draperies, 
while footwear, for the most part, matched the dominant shade of the 
frock.531 
 
The repetition of the same names at society events indicates that City Hall was 
well used by a small social set, but it was also well used by many people for many 
other purposes. During its first decade of public use, City Hall was much more than 	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
529 “Opening of City Hall,” Brisbane Courier, April 9, 1930, 22.  
530 “Afternoon Party,” Brisbane Courier, August 16, 1932, 16. 
531 “Ball at the City Hall,” Brisbane Courier, April 24, 1930, 21. 
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a space for entertainment. The promotion of health through public displays such as 
Health Week and the establishment of an immunization clinic, under the control of 
the City Medical Officer, took place early in this period. Spaces were used to 
display royal robes, posters, sailing boats, works of art and craft and to promote 
commercial activities such as sales of cars, trucks, motorbikes and dressmaking 
course enrolments.  
 
Reports of large crowds indicate that citizens were interested in not only local 
political matters, but also those at state, national and international levels. This 
sample of events shows that City Hall became an important venue for 
demonstrating political and sectarian allegiance and for protesting State and 
Federal government proposals and decisions. Citizens attended meetings and 
listened to speeches on a range of matters including election campaign and 
referenda speeches, the worsening employment and economic conditions of The 
Depression and the looming war situation. 
 
With the approach of war, City Hall was the venue for a recruiting rally at which the 
Minister for External Affairs, ‘Billy’ Hughes spoke in December 1938 (Item 90) and 
meetings such as those held to establish the Women’s National Volunteer Register 
in March 1939 (Item 91), the organization of a register of women available for 
emergency service work and the Australian War Comforts Fund general committee 
meeting in September 1939 (Item 97). An area in the basement served as a 
clubroom for servicemen (Item 100). 
 
Civic receptions at City Hall were afforded to notable visitors including several 
aviators, sporting teams visiting from interstate or overseas and touring performing 
artists. At the end of 1932, the ‘Facts, Fads & Fancies’ column of Queensland 
Figaro complained that civic receptions during the Greene administration were 
overdone and lacked discrimination:     
 
Everyone who comes to Brisbane barring, perhaps, obvious burglars, is 
afforded a “Mayoral reception”. Why? Visiting singers and actors, itinerant 
boxers, footballers and vaudeville "artists", with various unassorted 
wanderers are welcome at the City Hall, when the Lord Mayor opens varied 
refreshments for the males, while his Consort dispenses tea to the other 
sex. The visitors depart from the Civic precincts well buttered with unctuous 
laudation, and when they depart from our midst they tell us - what we know 
already - that we are very nice people and quite the most appreciative 
audiences they have ever encountered and other ''hogswash" of a similar 
description …. These people do not visit us from altruistic motives. They 
visit us to relieve us of money to the enrichment of their own pockets …. 
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The present indiscriminate civilities lower the standard, so that sooner or 
later the invitation to a Mayoral reception will be regarded in the light of 
almost an insult. Imagine, equal honours paid to any eminent publicist and 
a pugilist. The Mayoral reception business is much overdone.532  
 
 
A feature of this sample of events is the large crowd numbers noted in many 
reports. The capacity of the concert hall is usually given as between 2,300 and 
3,000 in this period. Many news reports mention ‘standing room only’ or that 
additional seats were placed at the front of the concert hall or on the stage to 
accommodate crowd numbers. Single or one-off events frequently attracted crowds 
numbering 1,000 to 5,000 and events held over a longer period of time attracted 
tens of thousands of visitors. Large crowds attended events with free admission. 
Table 2 shows a sample of some of the events which attracted large numbers 
during this period: 
 
 
Table 2: A selection of events with large attendances 
 
Item no./event Year     Attendees  
 
20. 4BC Christmas Tree 
 
1931 
            
         2,500 
 
 
22. State election campaign address by Premier Moore 
 
 
1932 
            
         3,500 
 
49. Civic reception for Grenadier Guards Band 
 
 
1934 
            
5,000 
 
62. Motor Show 
 
 
1936 
          
20,000 
 
73. 4QG Community Concert  
 
 
1937 
            
4,000 
 
81. Royal Coronation robes exhibition (free entry) 
 
 
1938 
          
76,000 
 
 
A conservative estimate of the number of visits to events at City Hall during its first 
ten years would be one million, worked out as follows:   
(2,000 people per week x 50 weeks of the year) x 10 years = 1,000,000. 
	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
532 “Overdone Courtesy,” Queensland Figaro, December 3, 1932, 5. 
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The total number of visits for all purposes would be much larger. It could be 
doubled or even tripled, particularly if figures for Rest Room and clock tower visits 
are included. In its first year of operation, the Rest Room was used by 88,248 
women and 14,708 children.533 Visitors to the tower for the 12-month period ending 
June 30 1931, numbered 47,679 adults and 5,534 children.534 
 
Refusals of use 
Although it is not possible to know with any certainty which groups of people did 
not use City Hall, during the 1930s several refusals of applications for use of City 
Hall were recorded in The Brisbane Courier and The Courier-Mail: 
 
• An application was made in February 1930 by Mutual Films Exchange 
Proprietary Ltd. for the ‘installation of talking picture apparatus’ to enable films 
to be shown on Saturday nights. The proposal was rejected by the Finance 
Committee. Although no reason was recorded in The Brisbane Courier,535 it 
was possibly for the same reason given below. 
 
• The City Council’s finance committee rejected an application for lease of the 
Concert Hall for Saturday night dances. The Brisbane Courier reported in 
March 1930 committee chairman, Alderman Barstow, ‘felt that it would be unfair 
to lease the hall each Saturday in this fashion as it would prevent citizens from 
enjoying other entertainments. It was contended that the City Hall should not 
be used for the purpose of making a profit in such a way.’536  
 
• The Premier of New South Wales J. T. Lang’s request for a meeting in May 
1931 was refused because the hall was in use on both of the two dates 
requested. The Lord Mayor (Alderman A. Watson) also indicated that he did 
not wish to have the meeting held in the City Hall, ‘in view of the feelings of the 
majority of the members of the council.’537 
 
• In June 1933 an application from the Queensland Amateur Boxing and 
Wrestling Union to hold bouts at City Hall was refused. No reason was 
	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
533 “Town Hall Rest Room,” Brisbane Courier, September 5, 1931, 10  
534 “Town Hall Tower takings,” Brisbane Courier, October 23,, 1931, 12.  
535 “City Hall ‘Talkies’,” Brisbane Courier, February 22, 1930, 16. 
536 “Uses of City Hall,” Brisbane Courier, March 8, 1930, 14. 
537 “Not for Lang,” Brisbane Courier, May 7, 1931, 11. 
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recorded. The Association had wanted to conduct Australian Championships 
and an interdominion contest between Australia and New Zealand.538  
• The Courier-Mail reported in September 1936 that officials of the State Relief 
Workers and Unemployed Movement - the citizens committee for the 
alleviation of conditions of unemployed and relief workers, were refused 
permission to hold a meeting. No reason was reported.539 
 
• In April 1938 a tentative booking of City Hall for the relay from Sydney of an 
address by Judge J. F. Rutherford was cancelled. Leader of the Jehovah’s 
Witnesses and president of the Watch Tower Bible and Tract Society, 
Rutherford came from the U.S.A. to Australia to encourage support for the 
sect. When asked why the cancellation was made, Lord Mayor Jones stated 
‘for the same reason as a similar decision was made in Sydney’. Rutherford 
was also refused use of the Sydney Town Hall and the State Theatre in 
Melbourne because comments he had made were considered anti-British and 
anti-Imperial. The Lord Mayor of Brisbane reversed the decision after receiving 
a deputation of Jehovah’s Witnesses. An audience of 300 to 400 people heard 
the address in City Hall and half a dozen police were stationed inside.540 
 
• In July 1939 Communists were barred from meeting at the City Hall to voice 
opposition to the National Register. Lord Mayor Jones said pamphlets 
circulated did not conform to the purpose stated on the booking application 
although Communist Party officials said no reason given and accused Council 
of sabotage.541 
 
A Brisbane citizen, refused entry to an invitation-only reception for ‘Billy’ Hughes in 
December 1938, wrote to The Courier-Mail to complain, ‘if the Lord Mayor or the 
Premier wish to entertain Mr. Hughes privately, they could do so at their private 
homes without utilizing a public building and refusing admission to the owners of 
that building’.542 Significantly, the writer acknowledged his or her ownership of the 
City Hall.  
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539 "Relief Work Matters," Courier-Mail, September 2, 1936, 20. 
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Conclusion                                                                                                                                                            
During the 1930s, City Hall was an important and popular venue for a diverse 
range of public events and activities for a wide range of age groups and interests. 
Aside from the routine civic tasks of paying rates and electricity bills, residents and 
visitors attended City Hall to meet, discuss, participate, learn, rest, sightsee, be 
seen, be heard and be entertained. With a large auditorium featuring a flat floor 
and removable seating, it was very much a ‘hall for hire’ with few refusals reported 
in the press. The refusals listed above suggest that regularly-scheduled 
commercial ventures such as dances and film-screenings were not welcome at 
City Hall; although motor shows were held to promote sales of cars, trucks and 
motorbikes. Potentially controversial political events were also refused during this 
period.   
 
A more intensive study may reveal gendered uses of particular spaces, as well as 
uses and refusals that reflect the party political and sectarian issues of the 1930s 
that influenced State politics.543 A wide range of community interests are reflected 
in the use of City Hall during this period, but further study is required to understand 
more about the extent to which the broader community accessed City Hall, 
particularly those not likely to be mentioned by name in the social pages.  
 
In summary, this sample of one hundred events held at City Hall during its first ten 
years of use by the public reveals: 
 
• a wide variety of event types and purposes (see Table 1); 
• a wide range of audience ages and interests that events catered for; 
• the spaces used within City Hall and their versatility, accommodating events 
from small meetings to motor shows to packed weekly concerts; 
• the large number of events held for the entertainment, education and well-
being of children;  
• some insight into the fundraising and reception activities of the Lady Mayoress;  
• the very large crowd numbers that attended many events (see Table 2); and 
• some events which also promoted commercial ventures. 
 
Not covered in this study, and providing areas for further research, are: 	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
543 R. Fitzgerald, From 1915 to the Early 1980’s: A History of Queensland (St Lucia, Qld.:  
     University of Queensland Press, 1984), 93; R. Evans, A History of Queensland (New    
     York: Cambridge University Press, 2007), 184. 
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• how and where events were advertised – several letters to the editor suggest 
that some events such as weekly organ recitals were poorly advertised; 
• City Hall hiring fees – some reports during this time refer to reduced fees for 
some small cultural groups such as choirs; 
• indications of which events were free;  
• the costs of tickets to events such as community concerts and performances by 
visiting artists;  
• the popularity of some events and not others – for example, lunchtime 
community concert crowds were large but lunchtime organ recital crowds were 
small;  
• the time of day events were held;    
• the frequency of many of the regular events such as community concerts and 
specific balls;  
• comparisons of the coverage of specific events across a number of 
newspapers; and 
• a comparison of City Hall with other venues in Brisbane in a given time period.        
 
 
Searching for events  
This introduction concludes with some notes on searching for events held at 
Brisbane City Hall. Searching for items in newspapers that have been digitized by 
the National Library of Australia is an efficient process that makes it possible to 
search thousands of issues of hundreds of newspapers with one search. It quickly 
became evident that using the ‘Advanced search’ function and a number of varied 
searches using different search terms, returned useful results. Newspapers 
published elsewhere in Queensland and interstate often contain the exact same 
report that appeared in Brisbane papers, if part of the syndicated chain; but some 
include reports that give insight into local observations and feelings about the City 
Hall and reports from the paper’s Brisbane correspondent. This was particularly 
noted in the Rockhampton papers in the period investigated.        
 
Searches revealed that prior to its opening, City Hall was most often referred to as 
‘the new town hall’, a phrase that continued for many years after the opening. 
Searches for ‘town hall’ returns items about ‘the new town hall’ and the first town 
hall in Queen Street.  For reports after the opening, the greatest range of returns 
requires searching for both ‘city hall’, which is generally used by mayors and 
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reporting official events and ‘town hall’ (without the word ‘Brisbane’ for local 
papers).  
 
Searching efficiently for events that are reported as having occurred requires 
excluding the many reports of events that are upcoming. This can be achieved with 
the addition of terms such as ‘held’ with ‘yesterday’ (useful with the inclusion of 
‘reception’ or ‘meeting’), ‘last night’ (useful for finding meetings) or ‘last evening’ 
(useful for finding cultural events). These terms are successful for searching daily 
papers such as The Brisbane Courier but are generally unsuccessful for searching 
papers published weekly such as The Worker and The Queenslander.  
 
Other more obvious considerations are using the filters provided by the database 
to restrict by date, publication, place, type (article or advertising), or to search for 
articles that are illustrated. Using the information, found electronically, about the 
name of the event and the date it took place, can provide clues to assist with the 
targeting of searches of non-digitised papers on microfilm.       
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One Hundred Events held at Brisbane City Hall 1930-1939  	  
1930 
 
1. Grand Opening Ball  
Event type: ball/fundraiser 
Date: April 23 1930 
Location: concert hall and reception rooms 
Note: debutantes presented, card tables in reception rooms, proceeds to National Anzac 
Memorial Fund 
Source/s: Notice: Queensland Figaro, April 19, 1930, 5.  
Photograph: Queensland Figaro, April 26, 1930, 1.  
 
 
 
 
 
Caption: To augment the Anzac Memorial funds the first ball was held in the new City Hall. 
This flashlight picture was taken after the arrival of the Governor (Sir John Goodwin) and 
Lady Goodwin. Other present included the Chief Justice (the Hon. Sir James Blair and 
Lady Blair, the Lord Mayor (Alderman W. A. Jolly, C.M.G.) and the Lady Mayoress, and 
Mrs. A. E. Moore (wife of the Premier). 
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Balls, performances and ceremonies 
booked for the first six weeks after the 
official opening.  
Source/s: “Heavy Bookings,” The Daily 
Mail, April 5, 1930, 17. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2. Rest Room opening 
Event type: ceremony 
Date: May 1 1930  
Location: basement 
Note: Rest room for women and children opened by Lord Mayor Alderman W.A. Jolly, 
C.M.G 
Source/s: Queensland Figaro, April 19, 1930, 13. 
 
 
 
Caption: Rest Room for women and children. Corner of Albert Square and Adelaide Street.   
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3. 21st Commemoration Day, UQ   
Event type: ceremony   
Date: May 2 1930 
Location: concert hall 
Note: preceded by procession; ceremony for conferring degrees, ‘that great hall was filled 
to overflowing – galleries, main hall, steps, stairs and aisles’  
Source/s: “Degree Day,” Brisbane Courier, May 3, 1930, 15. 
 
 
4. Civic reception for Amy Johnson  
Event type: reception 
Date: May 29 1930 
Location: concert hall 
Note: 3000 attended City Hall reception, a number unable to gain admission; ‘the Lord 
Mayor said that the City Council’s constitution did not provide for the conferring of the 
freedom of the city upon distinguished visitors, but Miss Johnson had the freedom of the 
city in the spirit if not in the word’; evening ‘women’s reception’ given next day.  
Source/s: “Civic reception,” Brisbane Courier, May 30, 1930, 23.  
Photograph: “Brisbane’s vast crowds wait for Amy to arrive,” Register News-Pictorial 
(Adelaide), June 2, 1930, 16. 
 
 
 
 
Caption: Thousands of Brisbane's citizens pack themselves into Albert square in front of 
the City Hall to await the arrival of Amy Johnson from the aerodrome after her sensational 
landing. Brisbane's welcome was even greater than that accorded the Duke and Duchess 
of York and Hinkler.  
 
 
5. Eastern carnival  
Event type: fete/fundraiser 
Date: June 7 1930  
Location: roof 
Note: afternoon and evening carnival; to aid the Queensland Art Collection fund  
Source/s: Brisbane Courier, June 9, 1930, 13 and 16.  
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Caption: Lady Goodwin who performed the opening ceremony, Mrs H.H. Henchman 
(president of the carnival committee), and some of the charming attendants at the Eastern 
Carnival held on the roof of the City Hall on Saturday afternoon and evening.  
 
 
6. Announcement of Brisbane’s floral emblem  
Event type: ceremony 
Date: June 18 1930 
Location: vestibule 
Note: announcement of Brisbane’s floral emblem; ballot conducted; ballot boxes in the 
Courier building, City Hall and the Government Tourist Bureau.  
Source/s: Brisbane Courier, June 19, 1930, 18. 
 
 
 
Caption: The official declaration of the poinsettia as Brisbane’s floral emblem was made by 
the Deputy Mayor (Alderman A. Watson) in the vestibule of the City Hall last evening.  
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7. Civic reception for British Rugby Union team  
Event type: reception 
Date: September 2 1930  
Location: not stated, photo in vestibule 
Note: given by Lord Mayor Jolly 
Source: Brisbane Courier, September 3, 1930, 18. 
 
 
 
Caption: Members of the visiting British Rugby Union team assembled in the main vestibule 
of the City Hall yesterday at the conclusion of the civic reception tendered them by the Lord 
Mayor (Alderman W. A. Jolly, C.M.G.). 
 
 
8. Old World Pageant  
Event type: pageant/fundraiser 
Date: October 4 1930  
Note: ballet and dance performances; proceeds to the Lord Mayor’s Unemployment Relief 
Fund. 
Location: concert hall 
Source/s: Queensland Figaro, October 11, 1930, 12. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Caption: Mrs. A. E. Moore (wife of the 
Premier), wearing the late Miss Coates’ 
gown of the Elizabethan period at the recent 
Old World Pageant at the City Hall.  
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9. Civic reception for Wing Commander Kingsford Smith  
Event type: reception 
Date: October 21 1930  
Location: concert hall 
Note: ‘rousing reception’; ‘hall was crowded, and the speeches of welcome were endorsed 
by enthusiastic applause’  
Source/s: “Proud City,” Brisbane Courier, October 22, 1930, 13.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Caption: Wing-Commander 
Kingsford Smith smilingly 
acknowledges the cheers 
of the crowd outside the 
Town Hall yesterday, while 
the Lord Mayor shows his 
pleasure at the city’s 
welcome to the Australian 
flying ace.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
10. Public meeting to amend City of Brisbane Act  
Event type: public meeting 
Date: November 27 1930 
Location: concert hall 
Note: organised by Queensland Taxpayers’ Association, the Property Owners’ Protection 
Association, the Queensland Chamber of Commerce and the Brisbane Chamber of 
Commerce at which a motion to amend the City of Brisbane Act was passed; 700 citizens 
attended wanting change ‘after a six years’ trial of the costly, cumbersome, and inefficient 
form of civic control imposed upon it.’ Cole notes - the ‘Vigilants’ formed the Civic Reform 
League in Dec 1930, ‘at the urging of the press’ p. 74.  
Source/s: “Public Protest,” Brisbane Courier, November 28, 1930, 13. 
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1931 
 
11. Home Mission Society annual festival 
Event type: meeting 
Date: February 26 1931 
Location: concert hall 
Note: Methodist community; opened by Jolly who ‘congratulated the society on using the 
City Hall, describing it as a bold step justified by the large attendance’ 
Source/s: “City Hall Rally,” Brisbane Courier, February 27, 1931, 21. 
 
 
12. Civic reception for Northern Rivers trade delegation 
Event type: reception 
Date: March 16 1931 
Location: not stated, photo in vestibule 
Note: delegation ‘impressed with the earnestness of the desire of the desire of the people 
across the border to foster trade with Brisbane’; problem of differing rail gauges discussed 
Source/s: “Civic reception,” Brisbane Courier, March 17, 1931, 9 and 14. 
 
 
 
Caption: Trade delegates from the Northern Rivers, representing Lismore, Coraki, Ballina, 
Kyogle and Bonalbo, were accorded a civic welcome by the Lord Mayor (Alderman A. 
Watson) at the Town Hall yesterday.  
 
 
13. Organ recital  
Event type: concert 
Date: July 3 1931 
Location: concert hall 
Note: midday organ recital by Mr. G. Sampson City Organist; 380 attended indicating 
disapproval of proposal to abolish organ recitals due to poor attendance.  
Source/s: “Organ recitals,” Brisbane Courier, July 4, 1931, 12.  
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14. Masonic ceremony  
Event type: ceremony/meeting 
Date: July 14 1931 
Location: concert hall  
Note: Installation of his Excellency the Governor (Lieutenant-General Sir John Goodwin) as 
Grand Master of the United Lodge of Ancient Free and Accepted Masons of Queensland.  
Source/s: Queenslander, July 23, 1931, 28. 
 
 
 
 
Caption: The occasion was the installation of his Excellency the Governor Lieutenant-
General Sir John Goodwin as Grand Master of the United Grand Lodge of Ancient Free 
and Accepted Masons of Queensland, on July 14, when delegates were present from all 
the Australian States and New Zealand.  
 
 
15. Diphtheria clinic opening  
Event type: opening 
Date: July 16 1931 
Location: top floor 
Note: opening of Diphtheria immunisation clinic; run by City Medical Officer Dr G.W.F. 
Paul; 14 children immunised on first day 
Source/s: “Diphtheria Immunisation,” Brisbane Courier, July 17, 1931, 12.                                                                                                                                                          
 	  
16. Meeting to protest return of Legislative Council of Queensland   
Event type: public meeting  
Date: July 29 1931 
Location: concert hall 
Note: Opposition to Premier Moore’s proposal to resurrect the Legislative Council of 
Queensland. City Hall ‘to full capacity’; opening speeches broadcast by 4BK - W.J. 
Riordan, Branch Secretary of the A.W.U. and vice-president of the Q.C.E., leader of the 
State Labor Party Forgan Smith.   
Source/s: “Rousing Rally of Brisbane,” Worker, August 5, 1931, 8 
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17. Annual staff dance T. C. Beirne Ltd.  
Event type: dance 
Date: July 31 1931 
Location: concert hall 
Note: Another store - Overells’ Ltd also had a staff dance at City Hall in 1931. 
Source/s: “T. C. Beirne’s Annual Dance,” Brisbane Courier, August 1, 1931, 16. 
 
 
 
 
Caption: A section of the large gathering at the City Hall last evening on the occasion of the 
annual staff dance of T. C. Beirne Ltd.  
 
 
18. Civic reception for visiting lawn bowlers 
Event type: reception 
Date: August 24 1931 
Location: concert hall 
Note: given by Lord Mayor and Queensland Bowling Association 
Source/s: “Eighth Australian bowling carnival at Brisbane,” Brisbane Courier, August 25, 
1931, 14.  
 
 
 
 
Caption: An exclusive ‘Courier’ photograph of the gathering in the City Hall last evening, 
when visiting bowlers were tendered a reception by the Lord Mayor (Alderman J. W. 
Greene) and the Queensland Bowling Association.  
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19. Federal election campaign address by Prime Minister Scullin 
Event type: public meeting 
Date: December 11 1931 
Location: concert hall 
Note: prior to the Federal election held December 19; ‘an audience of abnormal 
proportions’, ‘hall was crowded to its utmost capacity with Labour supporters, and fully a 
thousand gathered in Albert Square, where the speech was audible per medium of 
amplifiers’. 
Source: “In Defence,” Brisbane Courier, December 12, 1931, 16. 
 
 
 
 
Caption: An electric flashlight of the Prime Minister (Mr. J. H. Scullin) in a characteristic 
attitude during the delivery of his address in the City Hall last evening.  
 
 
20. 4BC Christmas Tree 
Event type: children’s concert 
Date: December 22 1931 
Location: concert hall 
Note: 2500 children present; 4BC gave tickets to charities that distributed to most needy 
families; community singing; pantomime; listeners donated toys and cash; some to send to 
children of unemployed in Ipswich. 4BC was launched by John Chandler who would Lord 
Mayor in Apr 1940, Cole (p. 107) 
Source/s: "Christmas Tree,” Brisbane Courier, December 23, 1931, 16. 
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1932 
 
21. Film screening phases of construction of Sydney Harbour  
Bridge  
Event type: film screening/fundraiser 
Date: March 10 1932 
Location: concert hall 
Note: arranged by Queensland Social Service League; fundraising for ‘the distressed’; 
large audience; ‘interesting and instructive’.  
Source/s: “Engineering Triumph,” Brisbane Courier, March 11, 1932, 10.  
 
 
22. State election campaign address by Premier Moore 
Event type: public meeting 
Date: May 9 1932 
Location: concert hall 
Note: 3,500 attendees; The Worker said Moore’s performance was poor and accused 
government of stacking audience with young men from city offices and stores and providing 
them with tea; The Brisbane Courier complained of ‘organised interjections and said 
Moore’s performance magnificent; Daily Mail ‘largest  [and] most noisy political meeting 
held in Brisbane’; broadcast over radio stations 
Source/s: ‘The Fight to Rout Reaction in Queensland,” Worker, May 11, 1932, 10. 
Photograph: “Electric Flashlight of Premier’s Huge Audience at City Hall,” Brisbane Courier, 
May 10, 1932, 14. 
 
 
 
 
 
Caption: Whilst the seating accommodation and the standing room of the City Hall was 
taxed to the limit last evening, when the Premier (Mr. A. E. Moore) delivered a masterly 
address, a huge crowd also assembled outside the building to listen to the speech, 
broadcasted by means of loud speakers. This photograph was taken for the “Courier” by F. 
W. Thiel Studio with a special new noiseless and smokeless electric flashlight equipment, 
the only one of its kind in Queensland, and in conjunction with new super-sensitive film.  
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23. Dress cutting demonstration 
Date: May 19 1932 
Event type: demonstration/promotion 
Location: concert hall 
Note: demonstration of the McCabe Method of adapting dress designs by Mrs. McCabe; 
promoting the newly opened McCabe Academy of Dress Cutting and Designing; large 
crowd; scholarships to the academy awarded 
Source: “Dress Cutting Demonstration,” Brisbane Courier, May 20, 1932, 19. 
Advertisement: Brisbane Courier, May 17, 1932, 16. 
 
 
 
 
24. State election polling booth 
Event type: election 
Date: June 11 1932 
Location: concert hall and outside City Hall  
Note: 14 000 people voted at booths inside and outside City Hall 
Source/s: Brisbane Courier, June 13, 1932, 7.  
 
 
 
Caption: Throughout polling hours on Saturday an almost continuous stream of voters 
passed in and out of the City Hall, where booths for all the active electorates of the State 
were situated. Over 14,000 persons voted at the booths inside City Hall and those situated 
outside the Town Hall.   
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25. Party to welcome Marjorie Wilson, daughter of Governor 
Event type: party 
Date: August 15 1932 
Location: Lady Mayoress’s reception room 
Note: newly arrived; ‘guests limited to young people’; featured ‘Jacko’ a singing pet 
kookaburra; more than half the article itemised clothing and hats of twelve guests and a list 
of other guests.  
Source/s: “Afternoon Party,” Brisbane Courier, August 16, 1932, 16. 
 
 
 
 
Caption: At the afternoon party given by the Lady Mayoress (Mrs. J. W. Greene) in honour 
of Miss Marjorie Wilson yesterday. Left to right:- The Lady Mayoress, Misses Peggy 
Menzies, Vivienne Cater, Audrey Anderson, and Marjorie Wilson.  
 
 
26. Royal Queensland Art Society art exhibition 
Event type: exhibition 
Date: September 14 1932 (opening) 
Location: gallery on roof 
Note: 44th annual exhibition; opened by Governor Wilson 
Source/s: “Art Exhibition,” Brisbane Courier, September 15, 1932, 18.  
 
27. Mothercraft Association meeting   
Event type: meeting 
Date: October 6 1932 
Location: Lord Mayor’s reception room 
Note: first annual meeting; ‘child life is too valuable to the community to allow any risks to 
be taken with it’  
Source/s: Brisbane Courier, October 7, 1932, 16.  
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Caption: The gathering last evening in the Lord Mayor’s rooms, City Hall. In the front row, 
left to right: - Mesdames W. V. Dixon, Henry Robertson, Cumbrae Stewart (vice-president), 
the Home Secretary (Mr. E. M. Hanlon), Dr. Phyllis Cilento (president), Mesdames A. H. 
Conrad (hon. corresponding secretary), Clifford Croll (hon. treasurer), and H. A. Longman.  
 
 
28. Banana growers’ meeting to protest banana imports 
Event type: meeting 
Date: October 26 1932 
Location: concert hall 
Note:  described as ‘monster protest meeting’; ‘fifteen hundred growers, representative of 
every banana and pineapple district in Queensland’ 
Source/s: “City Hall Scene of Monster Protest Meeting of Banana Growers,” Brisbane 
Courier, October 27, 1932, 16. 
 
 
 
 
 
Caption: This photograph shows a section of the large gathering of banana growers who 
assembled yesterday in the City Hall to protest against the proposed action of the Federal 
Government to lower the tariff on Fiji bananas. On the platform is Mr. F. W. Bulcock 
(Minister for Agriculture and Stock).  
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29. Golden Casket draw 
Event type: public gathering 
Date: October 28 1932 
Location: concert hall 
Note: ‘witnessed by a large crowd’; first draw with new machine developed by Mr. J. Lund 
of South Brisbane and placed on the concert hall stage for the audience to see the new 
process.  
Source: “Infallible machine,” Brisbane Courier, October 29, 1932, 16. 
 
 
 
 
Caption: The Home Secretary (Mr. E. M. Hanlon) photographed at the City Hall yesterday 
morning after drawing the first prize number in Golden Casket No. 326 by means of the 
new machine. The drawing was witnessed by a large crowd.  
 
 
30. 4BC Christmas concert and distribution of puddings 
Event type: concert 
Date: December 22 1932 
Location: concert hall 
Note: organized by 4BC; every seat in hall and gallery occupied by women and children; 
‘1500 needy families’ provided with plum puddings; community singing 
Source/s: “Christmas Puddings,” Brisbane Courier, December 23, 1932, 6.  
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1933 	  	  
31. Civic receptions for women’s sporting teams 
Event type: reception 
Date: March 8 1933 (women’s cricket) / March 9 1933 (women’s baseball)  
Event: reception for visiting women’s cricket teams / reception for visiting women’s 
baseball teams 
Location: not stated, probably the Lady Mayoress’s reception room  
Note: given by the Lady Mayoress 
Source/s: “Visiting Women Cricketers Accorded Reception by Lady Mayoress,” Brisbane 
Courier, March 9, 1933, 16.  
[Visiting Women Baseball Players] Brisbane Courier, March 10, 1933, 16. 
 
 
 
 
Caption: Members of the Victorian and New South Wales women's cricket teams, who are 
taking part in the first inter-State carnival, were accorded a reception by the Lady Mayoress 
(Mrs. J. W. Greene) at the City Hall yesterday morning. Seated at the table on the left, are 
left to right:—Mrs. E. Fiege (president, Australian Women's Cricket Association), Miss M. 
Peden (New South Wales captain), Miss J. Sutton (Victorian captain), Miss M. O'Sullivan 
(Queensland captain), and the Lady Mayoress. 
 
 
 
 
 
Caption: At the City Hall yesterday morning the visiting women baseball players were 
accorded a reception by the Lady Mayoress (Mrs. J. W. Greene). Seated at the main table, 
from left to right are: - Misses Rita Jones (manager of the New South Wales team), Ida 
Dillon (captain, N.S.W.), the Lady Mayoress, Miss E. Hetherington (president, Queensland 
Women’s Baseball Association), Lady Blair, Miss Ruby Beattie (vice-captain, Queensland).    
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32. Brisbane Health Week 
Event type: promotion/lectures 
Date:  April 1933 
Location: several areas 
Note: first Brisbane Health week; ‘people of the city thronged to the Town Hall in their 
thousands’; collection of pictures from around the State shown by Government Tourist 
Bureau; stalls City Council Water Supply, State Animal Health, State entomological section, 
City Health, Baby Clinics, Creche and Kindergarten Association, Mothercraft Association, 
Playgrounds Association etc.  
Source/s: “Thousands Throng Town Hall,” Brisbane Courier, April 6, 1933, 13. 
Photograph: “How Mosquitoes Breed,” Brisbane Courier, April 4, 1933, 16. 
 
 
	  
 
Caption: An attendant at the City Health Department’s stall (mosquito section) explains to a 
visitor to the Health Week Exhibition at the City Hall yesterday the conditions under which 
mosquitoes will breed. 
 	  
33. Tongan Methodist Boys’ Choir  
Event type: concert 
Date: April 17 1933 
Location: concert hall 
Note: ‘one of the most unusual entertainments ever presented to the Brisbane public’; 
‘delighted audience’; ‘many of the dances were not dances as we know them’ 
Source/s: “The Tongan Choir,” Brisbane Courier, April 18, 1933, 11.  
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34. Anzac Day saluting base 
Event type: ceremony 
Date: April 25 1933 
Location: front steps 
Note: salute taken by Governor Wilson 
Source/s: “Passing Saluting Base,” Brisbane Courier, April 26, 1933, 13. 
 
 
	  
 
Caption: The scene in Albert Square yesterday as the parade passed the City Hall, where 
his Excellency the Governor (Sir Leslie Wilson) took the salute.  
 	  
35. Meeting to protest treatment of Jewish people in Germany 
Event type: public meeting 
Date: June 8 1933 
Location: concert hall 
Note: opened by Lord Mayor Greene; addressed by Archbishop Duhig, Bishop of Brisbane 
(Dixon); motion passed to condemn persecution 
Source/s: “Persecution of Jews,” Brisbane Courier, June 9, 1933, 12.  
 	  
36. Philip Hargrave piano recital  
Event type: concert 
Date: July 20 1933 
Location: concert hall / street (photo) 
Note: several recitals given; ‘the boy pianist’; 10 years old  
Source/s: “Unparalleled Reception,” Brisbane Courier, July 21, 1933, 16. 
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Caption: Philip Hargrave, the boy pianist, was accorded a wonderful reception at the 
conclusion of his matinee recital at the City Hall yesterday. He is seen here leaving the City 
Hall on the roof of a sedan car.  
 
 
37. Scout Week exhibition 
Event type: exhibition/promotion 
Date: September 9-16 1933  
Location: basement/vestibule 
Note: fully rigged skiff in Adelaide Street vestibule; competitions amongst scout packs; 
1500 items exhibited – models, woodcraft, leathercraft etc. 
Source/s: “Scout’s Skiff,” Courier-Mail, September 13, 1933, 9.       
                                                       
 
38. Wool Week exhibition 
Event type: exhibition/promotion 
Date: first week of October 1933 
Location: basement 
Note: ‘Use More Wool’ slogan; displays and demonstrations of uses of wool.  
Source: “Use More Wool,” Courier-Mail, October 3, 1933, 20.  
 
 
39. Fashion parade 
Event type: fashion parade/promotion 
Date: November 22 1933 
Location: concert hall 
Note: male mannequins were staff from a city menswear store; ‘first parade of its kind 
staged in Brisbane’ 
Source/s: “Adam’s Turn,” Courier-Mail, November 2, 1933, 13.  
 
40. Meeting to protest State Government unemployment strategies 
Event type: public meeting 
Date: November 28 1933 
Location: concert hall 
Note: chaired by Archbishop Duhig; resolutions passed ‘so-called Christmas box of the 
[State] Labour government ’ was inadequate and condemned many unemployment 
strategies’ demand for two weeks’ work or pay for all unemployed and relief workers; ‘City 
Hall filled’ 
Source/s: “Two Weeks’ Pay or Work,” Courier–Mail, November 29, 1933, 12. 
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41. Citizen’s commemorative Anzac Day meeting 
Event type: public meeting 
Date: April 25 1934 
Location: concert hall 
Note: ‘a vast audience filled City Hall … many were unable to find seats’; ‘singing led by 
the State and Municipal choir, the St. John’s Cathedral choir, the Brisbane Municipal 
Concert band, the City Organist) Mr. George Sampson was at the organ’.  
Source/s: “Make Each Day Anzac Day,” Courier-Mail, April 26, 1934, 12. 
 
 
42. Y.W.C.A. fete 
Event type: fete/fundraiser 
Date: May 11 1934 
Location: vestibule 
Note: ‘marble staircase formed a dignified background’; continued until 9pm 
Source/s: “In Marble Setting,” Courier-Mail, May 12, 1934, 20. 
 
 
43. Catholic Teachers’ Conference 
Event type: conference 
Date: June 15 1934  
Location: concert hall 
Note: 1,200 students present of 14,000 students in Brisbane archdiocese; dramatizations 
and singing presentations 
Source/s: “Aim of Catholic Schools,” Courier-Mail, June 16, 1934, 18 and 16. 
 
 
 
 
Caption: Teachers’ Conference — The Archbishop of Brisbane (Dr. J. Duhig) delivering his 
address at the opening of the Catholic Teachers' Conference at the City Hall yesterday 
morning, while portion of the massed children's choir listen with rapt attention. 
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44. Catholic Ball 
Event type: ball 
Date: July 11 1934 
Location: concert hall 
Note: 9th annual ball; 44 debutantes presented to Archbishop Duhig 
Source/s: “Debutantes Make Striking Spectacle,” Courier-Mail, July 12, 1934, 22. 
Photograph: Courier-Mail, July 12, 1934, 16. 
 
 
 
Caption: To the strains of the Blue Danube – A special Courier-Mil flashlight photograph 
taken during the debutantes waltz at the annual Catholic ball at the City Hall last night, 
when the debutantes and their escorts waltzed to the strains of the Blue Danube, 
immediately after their presentation to the Archbishop of Brisbane (Dr. J. Duhig). 
 
45. United Services Club Ball 
Event type: ball 
Date: August 6 1934 
Location: concert hall 
Note: medieval fort setting created on the platform; 36 debutantes; ‘regarded always as a 
brilliant opening to the carnival week the ball more than upheld its prestige by bygone 
years, as it was the biggest and brightest yet arranged by the Club’ 
Source/s: “Stern Fort Setting,” Courier-Mail, August 7, 1934, 25. 
 
46. Queensland Social Service League annual meeting 
Event type: meeting 
Date: October 15 1934 
Location: Lady Mayoress’s reception room 
Note: 4th annual meeting of women’s section; 97 % funds returned in relief; 8579 days’ 
work made available for unemployed women; 43,987 articles made in workroom for year – 
garments, mattresses; call for relief greater than previous year.  
Source/s: “8579 Days’ Work Provided,” Courier-Mail, October 16, 1934, 19. 
 
 
47. Welcome to “Caesar” 
Event type: welcome/promotion 
Date: October 24 1934 
Location: front steps 
Note: a gathering of Alsatian owners; Lord Mayor Jones welcomed ‘Caesar’, the 
Australian-born Alsatian took leading part in film Trailing the killer screening next day at 
Tivoli; thanked dog for visiting hospitals; movie tickets distributed to children of unemployed 
Source/s: “Welcome to Caesar,” Courier-Mail, October 25, 1934, 6. 
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48. Meeting of Qld Council of the Movement Against War and  
Fascism  
Event type: meeting 
Date: November 8 1934 
Location: not stated, probably concert hall 
Note: passed motion demanding reversal of Commonwealth Government’s refusal to let 
Czech and New Zealand delegates enter country to attend anti-war congress in Melbourne  
Source/s: “Brisbane Protest,” Courier-Mail, November 9, 1934, 14. 
 
49. Civic reception for Grenadier Guards Band 
Event type: reception 
Date: November 19 1934  
Location: concert hall 
Note: preceded by a march through streets ’10,000 people had gathered’ and tried to enter 
City Hall; crowd reacted with ‘cat-calls, whistling, stamping, interjections’ at speeches; only 
their conductor received an uninterrupted hearing; 5,000 inside with no standing room; 
crowd angry band did not play 
Source/s: “The British Grenadiers,” Courier-Mail, November 20, 1934, 14 and 16. 
  
 
 
 
Caption: Main photograph – How Brisbane greeted the Grenadier Guards' band. 
Portion of the dense crowd which completely blocked the approaches to Albert Square 
yesterday, when the red-coated Guardsmen marched to the City Hall, where thousands 
attended the civic reception.  
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50. Launch of ocean liner by Duke of Gloucester 
Event type: launch 
Date: December 7 1934 
Location: concert hall  
Note: Duke touched a key in City Hall that launched a liner in Barrow-in-Furness shipyards, 
England. ‘The crowd that thronged the hall for the returned soldiers’ ‘welcome to the Duke 
could suppress its excitement only with difficulty’  
Source/s: ‘Duke Launches Liner From Brisbane,” Courier-Mail, December 8, 1934, 13.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
Caption: A special Courier-Mail photograph of the historic ceremony at the City Hall last 
night. His Royal Highness is listening to the speech of Sir Alan Anderson (right) before 
pressing the key which sent the Orion down the slips art Barrow, England, 12,000 miles 
away. Inset: A launching at Barrow.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
	  	   346	  
1935 
 
 
51. Electrical cooking demonstration  
Event type: demonstration 
Date: March 27 1935 
Location: electricity department’s show room/supper room 
Note: demonstration and luncheon presented by the Queensland Housewives’ Association 
and BCC electricity department; 80 women attended 
Source/s: “Electrical Cooking,” Courier-Mail, March 28, 1935, 21.  
 
 
52. Illustrated lecture by Mr C. T. Wedgwood 
Event type: lecture  
Date: April 9 1935 
Location: Lord Mayor’s reception room 
Note: fundraiser for the Darnell Art Fund  
Source/s: “Back to Simple in Pottery - Wedgwood Traditions Maintained,” Courier-Mail, 
April 10, 1935, 12.  
 
53. Jubilee Carnival ball 
Event type: fancy dress ball 
Date: June 26 1935 
Location: concert hall 
Note: adult’s fancy dress ball; spectators in the gallery; proceeds to the Women’s Auxiliary 
to the Social Service League, the Crèche and Kindergarten Association and the Playground 
Association.  
Source/s: “Characters From Song and Story,” Courier-Mail, June 27, 1935, 22.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Caption: In pink satin with fine net ruffles 
and a powdered wig, Mrs. A. H. Shears, 
as King Louis, accompanied Madame La 
Pompadour (represented by her sister, 
Mrs. Leonard Power) to the Jubilee 
Carnival Ball in the City Hall last evening. 
 
 
 
 
	  	   347	  
54. Radio party 
Event type: party/concert 
Date: June 29 1935  
Location: not stated, probably concert hall 
Note: a radio party seems to be a variety concert hosted by a radio station 
Source/s: Courier-Mail, July 1, 1935, 14. 
 
 
 
Caption: Baby Teddy nestled snuggly in the arms of Beverley Reid as she carried him to 
the radio party at the City Hall on Saturday.  
 
 
55. Lecture on religious freedom in Russia 
Event type: lecture 
Date: August 7 1935 
Location: concert hall 
Note:  given by Mr I. Williams, Queensland Railway Union’s delegate to Soviet Russia; 
large audience; ‘scores of questions by telephone from listeners to the broadcast lecture 
and from members of the audience in City Hall’ 
Source/s: “Church Bells Annoy Children,” Courier-Mail, August 7, 1935, 14. 
 
 
56. Yehudi Menuhin concerts 
Event type: concert 
Date: August 15 and 17 1935 
Location: concert hall 
Note: two concerts; City Hall additional seating and some patrons standing; ‘Yehudi said 
later that he found a different response from the second audience as if there were a Latin 
element with the Anglo-Saxon, and an atmosphere one did not always find amid an 
English-speaking audience. The reaction to the music revealed an inner feeling, as of a 
jovial, romantic, out-of-doors people.’ 
Source/s: “Rush to Hear Yehudi,” Courier-Mail, August 19, 1935, 17. 
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57. 4th Movie Ball 
Event type: ball/fundraiser 
Date: August 21 1935 
Location: concert hall 
Note: Exhibition Week decoration scheme Arabian Nights theme 4th annual movie ball 
1500 guests Representatives from Birch Carroll and Coyle Pty Ltd, Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer, 
Columbia. Paramount, United Artists, Warner Bros & Universal, theatres such as the 
Regent, Winter Garden, Tivoli & Cremorne; ‘transformed by a decorative scheme more 
lavish than any previously attempted here’; proceeds to the Motion Picture Industry 
Benevolent Fund 
Source/s: “Lavish Setting,” Courier-Mail, August 22, 1935, 21. 
 
 
58. Brisbane Round Table Club lecture 
Event type: lecture 
Date: September 10 1935 
Location: concert hall 
Note: director of the Brisbane Round Table Club; sponsored by F. Tritton Pty Ltd ‘scores of 
persons unable to gain admission’; address concerned Italo-Abssinian crisis; lecture titled 
‘White men, black men, yellow men – A vision of Abyssinia and the destiny of civilisation’ 
Source/s: “Australia Vitally Concerned,” Courier-Mail, September 11, 1935, 14.  
 	  
59. National Christian Endeavour Convention 
Event type: convention 
Date: October 17 1935 (close) 
Location: concert hall 
Note: 20th national convention; 2500 delegates; ‘the largest representative youth gathering 
in the Southern Hemisphere’; concert ‘hall crowded on eight occasions’ during the 
convention 
Source/s: “Endeavour convention,” Courier-Mail, October 23, 1935, 14.  
 	  
60. Commercial Transport exhibition 
Event type: exhibition/promotion 
Date: November 14-16 1935 
Location: not stated 
Note: modern commercial vehicles; arranged by Howards Limited; ‘strikingly exemplify the 
skill of the British automotive designer and engineer’; opened by State Minister for 
Transport Dash 
Source/s:  “Sturdy British Products,” Courier-Mail, November 15, 1935, 20.  
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61. Queensland State and Municipal Choir evening 
Event type: concert 
Date: May 24 1936 
Location: concert hall 
Note: ‘City Hall filled’; presentation of Haydn’s ‘The Creation’; first subscription concert of 
the season 
Source/s: “The Creation,” Courier-Mail, May 25, 1936, 23. 
 
 
62. Motor Show 
Event type: exhibition/promotion 
Date: June 1-5 1936 
Note: 20,000 people total visited on Monday and Tuesday; displays of General Motors cars 
and spare parts – Buick, Oldsmobile, La Salle, Cadillac etc.; City Hall decorated with palms 
‘in an endeavour to approach something like the display held of these same products in the 
Waldorf Hotel, New York, in January last’. 
Source/s: “Motor Show in the City Hall,” Courier-Mail, June 3, 1936, 21.  
 
 
 
 
Caption: A view of the Motor Show at the City Hall, which is attracting much public interest.  
 
 
 
63. A.B.C. rhythm orchestra and dance band concert 
Event type: concert 
Date: July 21 1936  
Location: concert hall 
Note: jazz; city hall and augmented seating filled; guest artist Gladys Moncrieff 
Source/s:  “Dance Band a Revelation,” Courier-Mail, July 22, 1936, 25. 
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64. Civic reception for Governor-General  
Event type: reception 
Date: August 3 1936 
Location: concert hall 
Note: Gov-Gen Gowrie; gathering ‘nearly filled the hall’ 
Source/s: “Lord Gowrie – the Man,” Courier-Mail, August 4, 1936, 13. 
 
 
 
 
Caption: The Governor-General (Lord Gowrie), accompanied by Lieut-Commander R. 
Noble, inspecting the R.A.N.R. guard of honour on his arrival at City Hall for the civic 
reception last night.  
 
 
 
65. Coronation cruise pageant 
Event type: concert/fundraiser 
Date: August 5 1936 
Location: concert hall 
Note: afternoon and evening performances; ‘large houses’; stage decorated as ship’s deck; 
dance, song, fashion parade, aid Q.C.W.A. metropolitan branch and Playgrounds 
Association 
Source/s: “Pageant Aids Playgrounds,” Courier-Mail, August 6, 1936, 21 and 13. 
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Caption: Miss Marcia Kreutzer wore a 
striking Mexican costume for her dance 
number in the Coronation Cruise pageant at 
the City Hall. 
 
 
 
 
66. Show Week balls 
Event type: ball 
Date: August 17 – 21 1936 (Show Week) 
August 17 United Service Ball  
August 18 Nudgee College Old Boys’ Annual Ball  
August 19 Movie Ball  
August 20 Mater Ball  
August 21 Bachelors Ball 
Location: concert hall 
Note: part of a vibrant week that included balls at other venues - the Trocadero, Brisbane 
Club, South Brisbane Technical College, Finneys, etc.  
Source/s: “Show Week Engagements,” Courier-Mail, August 10, 1936, 24. 
 
 
 
67. City Council annual ball 
Event type: ball / fundraiser 
Date: August 26 1936 
Location: concert hall 
Note: 9th annual ball; 700 dancers; stage decorated as a terraced garden; funds to aid the 
staff provident fund and staff sports and social club 
Source/s: “City Hall Stage a Terraced Garden,” Brisbane Courier, August 27, 1936, 16 and 
21.  
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Caption: Femininity in force at the City Council annual ball at the City Hall last night. From 
left: Misses Lorraine Grant-Thompson, Elsie Midgley, Leila Ramsay, Shirley Taylor, 
Katherine Brice, and Inez Dunsdon.  	  
 
 
68. Bridge benefit 
Event type: bridge party/fundraiser 
Date: September 9 1936 
Location: Lady Mayoress’s reception room 
Note: over 250 bridge and euchre players; evening; in aid of St. Vincent de Paul Society 
appeal 
Source/s: “Two Hundred Attend a Bridge Benefit,” Courier-Mail, September 10, 1936, 24. 
	  	  
 
69. Central Practising School’s Plain and Fancy Dress Ball 
Event type: school children’s fancy dress ball 
Date: September 25 1936 
Location: concert hall 
Note: 600 children in fancy dress; ‘the most successful and the most spectacular juvenile 
gathering that has ever been seen at City Hall’; also presentation of medals to school 
footballers 
Source/s: Courier-Mail, September 26, 1936, 18 and 26. 
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Caption: Beauty, humour, and novelty were to be seen among the fancy dress costumes at 
the Central Practising School Ball in the City Hall last night. 
 
 
70. Armistice Day gathering 
Event type: ceremony 
Date: November 11 1936 
Location: concert hall 
Note: shower of poppy petals from dome into the audience; in 1937 1 million were released 
Source/s: “Shower of Poppy Petals at Armistice Gathering,” Courier-Mail, November 12, 
1936, 21. 
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71. Referendum meeting 
Event type: public meeting 
Date: February 15 1937 
Location: concert hall 
Note: two questions – concerning regulation of marketing and aviation; 4,000 attended 
Premier Forgan Smith’s opening of ‘yes’ campaign; ‘hostile reception’; interjectors removed 
by police; Wienholt spoke at City Hall for ‘no’ campaign on 25 February; Mayor Jones 
spoke at City Hall for ‘yes’ case on 5 April  
Source/s: “Lively Referendum Meeting,” Courier-Mail, February 16, 1937, 13 and 14.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Caption: The Premier (Mr. Forgan 
Smith), photographed as he 
expounded Labour’s case for an 
affirmative vote in the Referendum 
Campaign at the City Hall last night.  
 
 
 
 
 
72. Empire Poster Display 
Event type: exhibition/promotion 
Date: March 4 1937 
Location: not stated 
Note: conducted by the Empire Marketing League  
Source/s: Courier-Mail, March 5, 1937, 18. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Caption: The Governor (Sir Leslie 
Wilson) discussing the exhibits at the 
Empire Poster Display at the City 
Hall with Miss Winifred Guy 
yesterday.  
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73. 4QG Community Concert 
Event type: concert 
Date: March 31 1937 
Location: concert hall 
Note: speech given by Bernard O’Reilly, hero of the Stinson rescue; Morning Bulletin 
(Rockhampton) reported attendance at 4,000.   
Source/s: Courier-Mail, April 1, 1937 p. 19.  
Photograph: “Addressing Brisbane Crowds,” Morning Bulletin (Rockhampton) April 2, 1937 
p. 11. “Mirth and Melody at the Community Concert,” Courier-Mail, April 1, 1937, 19.  
 
 
 
 
Caption: Bernard O’Reilly addressing 4000 people in the Brisbane City Hall at a community 
concert for the Beaudesert Hospital. Also on the stage from left to right are Mr. P. F. 
Devers, representing the Beaudesert Hospital, Mr. A. N. Finlay, manager of 4QG, Mrs. 
O’Reilly, and Captain Randall.  
 
	  
 
Caption: Section of the crowd which filled the City Hall yesterday at the 4QG community 
concert at which Mr. Bernard O’Reilly, hero of the Stinson rescue, made an appearance. 
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74. Citizens’ coronation service 
Event type: gathering 
Date: May 12 1937 
Location: concert hall 
Note: ‘vast congregation’; ‘united act of loyalty and devotion’; prayers for the divine 
guidance of King George and Queen Elizabeth; organized by Queensland Council of 
Churches; ‘leading men and women and eminent soldiers of the State were present’ 
Source/s: “Big Gathering at City Hall,” Courier-Mail, May 13, 1937, 18 and 19. 
 
  
	  
 
Caption: A section of the congregation at the Council of Churches service in the City Hall.  
 
 
75. Battle of the Boyne commemoration  
Event type: meeting 
Date: 11 July 1937 
Location: concert hall 
Note: preceded by a march, 1100 marched; 247th anniversary of the Battle of the Boyne; 
‘City Hall could not accommodate the crowd that sought admission’; Loyal Orange Lodges, 
the Protestant Friendly Society, and the United Protestant Association; opposition to State 
aid for denominational schools main platform.  
Source/s: Courier-Mail, July 12, 1937, 15. 
 
 
76. Federal election campaign address by Attorney-General Menzies 
Event type: public meeting  
Date: July 19 1937 
Location: concert hall 
Note:  1500 people attended; first public rally held by the United Australia Party in 
Queensland for the current campaign.  
Source/s: Courier-Mail, July 20, 1937, 13. 
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Caption: Characteristic oratorical gestures of Mr. Menzies during his address at the City 
Hall last night.  
 
 
77. Institute of International Affairs Queensland branch meeting 
 
Event type: meeting 
Date: September 30 1937 
Location: Lord Mayor’s reception room 
Note: attended by Yusuke Tsurumi, a member of the Japanese Parliament; traditional 
dances performed by his daughter Kazuko Tsurumi 
Source/s: “Dances by Japanese Visitor,” Courier-Mail, October 1, 1937, 24.  
 
 
78. United Australia Party rally address by Prime Minister Lyons 
Event type: public meeting 
Date: October 4 1937 
Location: concert hall 
Note: ‘standing room only’; ‘this meeting was the answer to those who say there is no 
interest in politics’; two full houses in City Hall that night, the other was the Golden Casket 
draw in the Lord Mayor’s reception room; police removed interjectors 
Source/s: “Standing Room Only for Mr. Lyons,” Courier-Mail, October 5, 1937, 14 and 16. 
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Caption: The Prime Minister (Mr Lyons) addressing a crowded audience at the City Hall last 
night.  
 
 
79. Staff sports room opening 
Event type: ceremony 
Date: October 14 1937 
Location: basement 
Note: recreation room for the Council Sports and Social Club; Mayor Jones ‘had been 
known as the dungeon’; ‘finest indoor bowling rink in the city; billiard table, table tennis, 
quoits, deck tennis, table bowls 
Source/s: “Lord Mayor “Hates Making Speeches,”’ Courier-Mail, October 15, 1937, 12. 
 
 
80. Brisbane State High School speech day 
Event type: ceremony 
Date: October 28 1937 
Location: concert hall 
Note: presentation of school certificates and sports trophies; others schools regularly held 
similar functions there – Brisbane Grammar School and All Hallows.    
Source/s: “Place of Radio in Schools,” Courier-Mail, October 29, 1937, 21.  
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81. Royal Coronation robes exhibition 
Event type: exhibition 
Date: March 4-12 1938 
Location: concert hall 
Note: attendance totalled 76 000 for the free exhibition; toured state capitals and New 
Zealand.  
Source/s: Courier-Mail, March 14, 1938, 7.                                                             
Photograph: Courier-Mail, March 4, 1938, 8. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Caption: The magnificent robe worn 
by his Majesty King George VI at his 
Coronation being mounted at the 
City Hall yesterday. With the 
Queen's robe and other Coronation 
regalia it will be on public view for 
several days. 
 
 
 
 
Fix this text 
82. United Protestant Association meeting     
Event type: public meeting 
Date: March 24 1938 
Location: concert hall and basement 
Note: City Hall filled, overflow met in basement and Albert Hall; 5,000 in total; concern 
about ‘the influx of undesirable Italians into North Queensland’; urged those present to vote 
for Protestant candidates, regardless of party.  
Source/s:  “5000 at Rally of Protestants,” Courier-Mail, March 25, 1938, 3. 
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83. Smoke concert 
Event type: concert/fundraiser 
Date: May 26 1938  
Location: basement 
Note: to aid the Diamantina Patients’ Welfare Association in the production of a pageant 
“The City Beautiful” 
Source/s: “To Aid Diamantina Patients,” Courier-Mail, May 27, 1938, 7S. 	  
 
84. 1st annual Golfers’ Ball 
Event type: ball/fundraiser 
Date: July 25 1938 
Location: concert hall  
Note: 1,000 attended; in aid of funds to send teams to Adelaide and Sydney; ‘one of the 
most lavish decorative schemes ever for a ball in City Hall’ 
Source/s: “City Hall Stage a Garden of Flowers for First Annual Golfers’ Ball,” Courier-Mail, 
July 26, 1938, 1S.  
 
 
85. Junior Birdmen of Australia annual indoor competition  
Event type: competition 
Date: August 28 1938 
Location: not stated, probably concert hall 
Note: indoor model gliders; new Queensland record established  
Source/s: “Record for Model Gliders,” Courier-Mail, August 29, 1938, 3. 
 
 
86. Floral carpet 
Event type: exhibition/fundraiser 
Date: September 8 1938 
Location: concert hall 
Note: annual floral festival; 50 ladies worked 9am to midnight to complete; one million 
flowers woven; flowers from 40 State schools and several secondary schools; to aid crèche 
and kindergarten movements 
Source/s: “The Floral Carpet is Ready,” Courier-Mail, September 9, 1938, 4 and 3. 
 
 
 
Caption: Completed floral carpet, which will be on view at the City Hall to-day, 
photographed after more than 1,000,000 flowers had been woven into the design late last 
night.  
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87. Wooloowin State School’s fancy dress ball 
Event type: school children’s fancy dress ball 
Date: September 16 1938 
Location: concert hall 
Note: 500 children in fancy dress; ‘hundreds of spectators round the walls and in the 
gallery’.  
Source/s: Courier-Mail, September 17, 1938, 2S. 
 
 
 
Caption: At the Wooloowin State School Ball in the City Hall last night: The winter set, 
winner of the junior section of the sets display.  
 
 
88. Young People’s orchestral concert 
Event type: concert 
Date: October 17 1938 
Location: concert hall 
Note: given by the Australian Broadcasting Commission; ‘object … to give children a better 
appreciation of music’  
Source/s: “Appreciative Young Listeners,” Courier-Mail, October 18, 1938, 3. 
 
	  
 
Caption: Study in expressions at the Young People’s orchestral concert given by the 
Australian Broadcasting Commission in the city Hall yesterday afternoon. The object of the 
concerts is to give children a better appreciation of good music.  
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89. Bridge benefit  
Event type: bridge party/fundraiser 
Date: October 25 1938 
Location: Lord Mayor’s and Lady Mayoress’s reception rooms 
Note: 150 women attended; word competition; afternoon tea, character reading; in aid of 
Travellers’ Aid Society  
Source/s: “Novel Competition at City Hall,” Courier-Mail, October 26, 1938, 3S. 
 
90. Appeal for volunteers by Minister for External Affairs Hughes  
Event type: meeting/recruiting rally 
Date: December 13 1938  
Location: concert hall 
Note: preceded by recruiting march; 3,000 attended; Billy Hughes urged need for 
volunteers ‘to keep Australia white and free’ and to hold New Guinea; civic authorities 
requested guns be removed from stage 
Source/s: “Must Hold New Guinea,” Courier-Mail, December 14, 1938, 1 and 10.  
 
	  
 
Caption: Remarkable flashlight picture taken by The Courier-Mail photographer of the 
assembly of troops and civilians in King George Square last night, when the Minister for 
External Affairs (Mr. Hughes) opened his recruiting campaign.  
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91. Women’s Voluntary National Register meeting 
Event type: meeting 
Date: March 14 1939 
Location: Lady Mayoress’s room 
Note: inaugural meeting; chaired by the Lady Mayoress Mrs A. J. Jones; attended by Sir 
Thomas Blamey Chairman of The Man Power Board; 200 women attended; aimed to 
organise a register of women for emergency service work    
Source/s: Courier-Mail, March 15, 1939, 6 and 8. 
 
 
 
 
Caption: Chairman of the Man-Power Committee (Major-General Sir Thomas Blamey) 
addressing a meeting at the City Hall yesterday, at which it was decided to adopt a 
women’s voluntary register for national service.  
 
 
92. Jubilee Queensland Eisteddfod 
Event type: competition 
Date: March 27 1939 
Location: concert hall 
Note: 800 entries for the dance section 
Source/s: “Spirit of the Dance at Eisteddfod,” Courier-Mail, March 28, 1939, 1 
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Caption: Dancing in all its phases held the interest of the audience at the session of the 
Jubilee Queensland Eisteddfod at the City Hall last night. In the picture above Miss B. Moss 
and J. Taudevin are shown in an attractive pose in the operatic section.  
 
 
93. Annual dahlia show 
Event type: exhibition 
Date: April 15 1939 
Location: basement 
Note: one of many flowers shows held at City Hall; usually fund raising events 
Source/s: “Dahlias in Brilliant Show,” Courier-Mail, April 17, 1939, 4. 
 
 
 
Caption: Multi-coloured dahlias being arranged for judging at the annual dahlia show in the 
City Hall basement on Saturday.  
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94. Civic reception for the Vienna Mozart Boys’ Choir 
Event type: reception 
Date: June 16 1939 
Location: not stated 
Note: drinking ginger beer before their concert; performances for five nights and three 
matinees 
Source/s: Courier-Mail, June 17, 1939, 8.  
 
 
 
 
 
Caption: Ginger beer was welcomed by young singers at a civic reception at the City Hall 
yesterday. Members of the visiting Vienna Mozart Boys’ Choir were entertained by 
Brisbane before they entertained Brisbane.  
 
 
 
 
95. Musical evening and fashion parade 
Event type: fashion parade/fundraiser 
Date: August 8 1939 
Location: concert hall 
Note: proceeds to the Queensland Country Women’s Association (metropolitan branch) 
seaside home, Linga Longa, Sandgate.  
Source/s: “Girls Who Displayed New Modes,” Courier-Mail, August 9, 1939, 1S. 
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Caption: Miss Jean Moore (left) and Miss Joan Thatcher displayed the rival charms of plain 
and figured frocks last night in a scene at the musical evening and fashion parade held at 
City Hall for the C.W.A. funds. 
 
 
 
96. Queensland Amateur one-mile roller cycling championship  
Event type: sporting event 
Date: September 7 1939 
Location: not stated; probably concert hall 
Note: heats, semi-finals and final held as part of the Cycle and Motor Show held at City 
Hall. 
Source/s: “Roller Cycling Championship,” Courier-Mail, September 8, 1939, 9.  
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97. Australian War Comforts Fund general committee meeting 
Event type: meeting 
Date: September 13 1939 
Location: not stated 
Note: women paid subscriptions to join Queensland branch; distribution of wool for knitting 
socks; appeal for shirts for military men previously unemployed; move to rent free premises 
in Eagle Street  
Source/s: “Women Eager for War Work,” Courier-Mail, September 14, 1939, 6.  
 
 
 
 
Caption: Brisbane women eagerly paid their subscriptions to join the Queensland branch of 
the Australian War Comforts Fund at a meeting held at the City Hall yesterday.  
 
 
 
98. Cooking demonstrations by Francis Thompson 
Event type: demonstration 
Date: September 20 1939 
Location: concert hall  
Note: first of three free Courier-Mail home cooking demonstrations given by Francis 
Thompson, Director of the Canadian School of Home Science; international lecturer and 
authority on cooking; 2,000 women attended; second demo 2500 women; third 2500 
women; women’s role in wartime ‘to keep all happy and healthy’.  
Source/s: Courier-Mail, September 22, 1939, 14 and September 23, 1939, 13. 
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Caption: A survey of the scene in the City Hall yesterday afternoon, when a huge audience 
gathered for the second of Miss Frances Thompson’s free Courier-Mail home cooking 
demonstrations.  
 
 
99. Supreme Court trial swearing in of jury panel 
Event type: court room proceedings 
Date: October 9 1939 
Location: concert hall 
Note: A record number of 600 potential jurors sworn in for trial of 37 men charged with 
unlawful assembly at Parliament House.  
Source/s: “City Hall as Annexe to Supreme Court,” Courier-Mail, September 25, 1939, 7. 
Photograph: Morning Bulletin (Rockhampton), October 11, 1939, 9.  
 
 
 
 
Caption: A comprehensive view of the main body of the City Hall which was converted into 
a Supreme Court for the initial stages of the trial of 38 men on an unlawful assembly charge 
in connexion [sic] with an incident at Parliament House. The Chief Justice (Sir James Blair) 
is on the stage. Behind the bar table are seated the 38 accused men. Occupying the other 
seats in the body of the hall are the summoned jurymen. Specially installed loudspeakers 
can be seen on either side of the hall. These were necessary to carry the voices of the 
Chief Justice and other officials to the far corners of the hall. Six hundred jurymen were 
called to select 12.  
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100. Clubroom for soldiers, sailors and airmen 
Event type: club  
Date: December 1939 
Location: basement 
Note: ‘all men in naval, military, or air force uniform will be admitted’ 
Source: “Clubroom in City Hall,” Courier-Mail, December 16, 1939, 3.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
Caption: These three Diggers were trying the billiard table in the soldiers’ club room in the 
City Hall basement when The Courier-Mail photographer called yesterday.  
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Summary of one hundred events held at City Hall 1930 – 1939 
 
No.  Event  Event type City Hall location Year 
 
1 Grand Opening Ball ball 
fundraiser 
concert hall 1930 
2  Rest Room opening ceremony rest room 1930 
3  21st Commemoration Day, UQ ceremony concert hall 1930 
4  Civic reception for Amy Johnson reception concert hall 1930 
5  Eastern carnival fete 
fundraiser 
roof 1930 
6  Announcement of Brisbane’s floral 
emblem 
ceremony vestibule 1930 
7 Civic reception for British Rugby Union 
team 
reception not stated 1930 
8  Old World Pageant pageant 
fundraiser 
concert hall 1930 
9 Civic reception for Wing Commander 
Kingsford Smith 
reception concert hall 1930 
10 Public meeting to amend City of 
Brisbane Act 
public meeting concert hall 1930 
11 Home Mission Society annual festival meeting concert hall 1931 
12 Civic reception for Northern Rivers 
trade delegation 
reception not stated 1931 
13  Organ recital concert concert hall 1931 
14  Masonic ceremony ceremony 
meeting 
concert hall 1931 
15  Diphtheria Clinic opening opening top floor 1931 
16  Meeting to protest return of Legislative 
Council of Queensland 
public meeting concert hall 1931 
17 Annual staff dance T.C. Beirne Ltd. dance concert hall 1931 
18 Civic reception for visiting lawn bowlers reception concert hall 1931 
19 Federal election campaign address by 
Prime Minister Scullin 
public meeting concert hall 1931 
20  4BC Christmas tree children’s concert concert hall 1931 
21 Film screening construction of Sydney 
Harbour Bridge 
film screening 
fundraiser 
concert hall 1932 
22 State election campaign address by 
Premier Moore 
public meeting concert hall 1932 
23 Dress cutting demonstration demonstration 
promotion 
concert hall 1932 
24 State election polling booth election concert hall/outside  1932 
25 Party to welcome Marjorie Wilson, 
daughter of Governor 
party Lady Mayoress’s 
reception room 
1932 
26 Royal Queensland Art Society art 
exhibition 
exhibition roof 1932 
27 Mothercraft Association meeting meeting Lord Mayors’ reception 
room 
1932 
28 Banana growers’ meeting to protest 
banana imports 
meeting concert hall 1932 
29 Golden Casket draw public gathering concert hall 1932 
30 4BC Christmas concert and distribution 
of puddings 
concert concert hall 1932 
31 Civic receptions for women’s sporting 
teams 
reception Lady Mayoress’s 
reception room 
1933 
32 Brisbane Health Week promotion 
lectures 
concert hall and other 
areas 
1933 
33 Tongan Methodist Boys’ Choir concert concert hall 1933 
34 Anzac Day saluting base ceremony front steps 1933 
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35 Meeting to protest treatment of Jewish 
people in Germany 
public meeting concert hall 1933 
36 Philip Hargrave piano recital concert concert hall 1933 
37 Scout Week exhibition exhibition 
promotion 
basement/vestibule 1933 
38 Wool Week exhibition exhibition 
promotion 
basement 1933 
39 Fashion Parade fashion parade 
promotion 
concert hall 1933 
40 Meeting to protest State Government 
unemployment strategies 
public meeting concert hall 
 
1933 
41 Citizen’s commemorative Anzac Day 
meeting 
public meeting concert hall 
 
1934 
42 Y.W.C.A. fete fete 
fundraiser 
vestibule 1934 
43 Catholic teachers’ conference conference concert hall 1934 
44 Catholic Ball  ball concert hall 1934 
45 United Services Club Ball ball concert hall 1934 
46 Queensland Social Service League 
annual meeting 
meeting Lady Mayoress’s 
reception room 
1934 
47 Welcome to “Caesar” welcome 
promotion 
front steps 1934 
48 Meeting of Queensland Council of the 
Movement Against War and Fascism 
meeting not stated, probably 
concert hall 
1934 
49 Civic reception for Grenadier Guards reception concert hall 1934 
50 Launch of ocean liner by Duke of 
Gloucester 
launch  concert hall 1934 
51 Electrical cooking demonstration  demonstration electricity depart’s 
show room/supper 
room 
1935 
52 Illustrated lecture by Mr. C. T. 
Wedgwood 
lecture Lord Mayor’s reception 
room 
1935 
53 Jubilee Carnival ball fancy dress ball concert hall 1935 
54 Radio party party 
concert 
not stated, probably 
concert hall 
1935 
55 Lecture on religious freedom in Russia lecture concert hall 1935 
56 Yehudi Menuhin concerts concert concert hall 1935 
57 4th Movie Ball ball 
fundraiser 
concert hall 1935 
58 Brisbane Round Table Club lecture lecture concert hall 1935 
59 National Christian Endeavour 
Convention 
convention concert hall 1935 
60 Commercial transport exhibition exhibition 
promotion 
not stated 1935 
61 Queensland State and Municipal Choir 
evening 
concert concert hall 1936 
62 Motor Show exhibition 
promotion 
concert hall 1936 
63 A.B.C. rhythm orchestra and dance 
band concert 
concert concert hall 1936 
64 Civic reception for Governor-General 
Gowrie  
reception concert hall 1936 
65 Coronation Cruise pageant concert 
fundraiser 
concert hall 1936 
66 Show Week balls ball concert hall 1936 
67 City Council annual ball ball 
fundraiser 
concert hall 1936 
68 Bridge benefit bridge party 
fundraiser 
Lady Mayoress’s 
reception room 
1936 
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69 Central Practising School’s Plain and 
Fancy Dress Ball  
school children’s fancy 
dress ball 
concert hall 1936 
70 Armistice Day gathering  ceremony concert hall 1936 
71 Referendum meeting public meeting concert hall 1937 
72 Empire Poster display  exhibition 
promotion 
not stated 1937 
73 4QG Community Concert concert concert hall 1937 
74 Citizen’s coronation service gathering concert hall 1937 
75 Battle of the Boyne commemoration  meeting concert hall 1937 
76 Federal election campaign address by 
Attorney-General Menzies 
public meeting concert hall 1937 
77 Institute of International Affairs 
Queensland branch meeting 
meeting Lord Mayor’s reception 
room 
1937 
78 United Australia Party rally address by 
Prime Minister Lyons 
public meeting concert hall 1937 
79 Staff sports room opening ceremony basement 1937 
80 Brisbane State High School speech 
day 
ceremony concert hall 1937 
81 Royal Coronation robes exhibition exhibition concert hall 1938 
82 United Protestant Association meeting public meeting concert hall/basement 1938 
83 Smoke concert concert 
fundraiser 
basement 1938 
84 1st annual Golfers’ Ball  ball/fundraiser concert hall 1938 
85 Junior Birdmen of Australia annual 
indoor competition 
competition not stated, probably 
concert hall 
1938 
86 Floral carpet exhibition 
fundraiser 
concert hall 1938 
87 Wooloowin State School’s fancy dress 
ball 
children’s fancy dress 
ball 
concert hall 1938 
88 Young people’s orchestral concert concert concert hall 1938 
89 Bridge benefit bridge party 
fundraiser 
Lord Mayor’s & Lady 
Mayoress’s reception 
rooms 
1938 
90 Appeal for volunteers by Minister for 
External Affairs Hughes 
meeting 
recruiting rally 
concert hall  1938 
91 Women’s Voluntary National Register 
meeting 
meeting Lady Mayoress’s room 1939 
92 Jubilee Queensland Eisteddfod competition concert hall 1939 
93 Annual dahlia show exhibition basement 1939 
94 Civic reception for Vienna Mozart Boys’ 
Choir 
reception not stated 1939 
95 Musical evening and fashion parade fashion parade 
fundraiser 
concert hall 1939 
96 Queensland Amateur one-mile roller 
cycling championship 
sporting event not stated, probably 
concert hall 
1939 
97 Australia War Comforts Fund general 
meeting  
meeting not stated 1939 
98 Cooking demonstrations by Francis 
Thompson 
demonstration concert hall 1939 
99 Supreme Court trial swearing in of jury 
panel 
court room proceedings concert hall 1939 
100 Clubroom for soldiers, sailors and 
airmen 
club basement 1939 
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Appendix 3    City Hall as a Measure 
 
This appendix contains two examples, additional to those used in the body of the 
thesis, where Brisbane City Hall is used as a measure of comparison with other 
large things – the dirigible R101 and the Queen Mary. An additional example is a 
composite photograph depicting the design for the King George V memorial in 
relation to City Hall.  
 
1. The R101  
 
The R101 was a British airship that crashed in France on its maiden flight from 
England on October 5, 1930.544 The composite photograph below purports to show 
it in correct proportion to Brisbane City Hall so readers could gain an 
understanding of its size (Figure 1). It was published in The Central Queensland 
Herald but the photograph not does seem to have been published in Brisbane 
papers.  
 
 
Figure 1: The R101 compared to Brisbane City Hall.                                                                                                                                                             
Caption: The immense size of the R101 may be conceived from this composite photograph, 
in which the airship is shown in correct proportion to the Brisbane City Hall, the tower of 
which is 300ft. high. Inset: This map shows the position of the village of Allonne, in France, 
where the disaster occurred, and Cardington in England, where the ill-fated flight 
commenced.                                                                                                                                                            
Source: “Impressive funeral,” Central Queensland Herald (Rockhampton), Oct 16, 1930, 
30.  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
544 Bruce Heydt, “5th October 1930: The R101 Airship Disaster,” British Heritage, 24 no. 7  
     (2003): 16, http://search.proquest.com/docview/217047730?accountid=13380. 
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The photograph was perhaps inspired by two other composite photographs 
published earlier that year - a dirigible docked on the Empire State Building, New 
York in an International News photograph (Figure 2) and a photograph of a model 
of the Tower Bridge, London, with the R101 tethered on the right hand side. The 
model was made from sugar (Figure 3).  
 
 
 
Figure 2: Composite photograph of the Empire State Building with dirigible.                                                                                                                                                                          
Title: [Dirigible docked on Empire State Building, New York]                                                                                                 
Source: “Faking it: Manipulated photography before Photoshop,” Metropolitan 
Museum of Art, http://www.metmuseum.org/exhibitions/ 
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Figure 3: Tower Bridge model with dirigible shown in top right-hand corner.                                                                                                                                                                                       
Caption:  Models of the British airship R101 and the Tower Bridge in sugar. These 
wonderful examples of the art of the chef were on view at the Cookery Exhibition, 
which opened at the Olympia, London, on January 14. Source: Brisbane Courier, 
February 19, 1930, 18.                                                                                                                                                                               
 
 
2. The Queen Mary 
 
In September 1934, The Courier-Mail published the composite photograph below 
showing ‘Ship 534’, ‘the safest, largest, and most luxurious liner in the history of 
the world’ superimposed on Albert Square (Figure 4). A detailed comparison with 
City Hall and its surrounding buildings and the ship’s specifications appeared in the 
text of the article and the caption of the photograph: 
 
The most convincing way in which to illustrate its immense dimensions is to 
suggest how it would appear in the City of Brisbane, if, by waving a magic 
wand, it could be deposited in Albert Square, in front of the City Hall. With 
its nose at the intersection of Queen and Albert streets (the Empire 
Chambers and other buildings would need to be swept aside) its stern 
would extend into Roma Street markets, for it has a length of 1018ft. From 
the wall of the City Hall to the wall of the Tivoli Theatre is a width of 165ft., 
and this would allow a clearance 25 ft. on each side of the ship. The curious 
onlookers would need to crane their necks for an upward inspection, for the 
ship measures 70ft. from the water line to the boat deck, and 240ft. from 
the keel to the mast-head, it has a gross tonnage of 73,000, horse-power of 
200,000, speed of 30-32 knots, and accommodation for 4000 passengers 
plus a crew of 1500.545 
 
	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
545 “The Wonder Ship: How it Would Look in Brisbane,” Courier-Mail, Sept 27, 1934, 13.  
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Figure 4: The Queen Mary, first described as ‘Ship 534’.                                                                                                                                                                                  
Caption: A composite picture which gives a graphic impression of the huge 
proportions of the new Cunarder. Superimposed on Albert Street, in correct 
proportion to its surroundings, the hull stretches from the intersection of Queen 
Street to a point beyond the Municipal Markets, opposite Wickham Park. Albert 
Square would be just wide enough to accommodate the vessel, with its beam of 
115ft. and the top of the funnels would be almost level with the clock face of the 
City Hall tower approximately 200ft above street level. From the boat deck one 
could obtain an uninterrupted view across the roofs of the Tivoli Theatre and 
surrounding buildings.                                                                                                                    
Source: “The Wonder Ship: How it Would Look in Brisbane,” Courier-Mail, 
September 27, 1934, 13.  
 
 
Two years later in May 1936, the ship then known as RMS Queen Mary, embarked 
on its maiden voyage from Southampton to New York. The Courier-Mail asked 
readers to imagine it placed in Albert Square outside the City Hall,  
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the ship would reach from the intersection of Albert and Queen Streets to a 
point beyond the municipal markets opposite Wickham Park. Albert Square 
would be just wide enough to accommodate the breadth of the liner whose 
towering masts would almost equal the clock tower in height, and would 
assuredly extend much higher than the clock face.546  
 
 
3.  King George V Memorial  
 
A composite photograph published in October 1936 allowed readers of The 
Courier-Mail to gain an impression of how the winning design of the George V 
memorial design competition would appear in relation to City Hall (Figure 5). 
 
 
 
 
 
Figure 5: Composition photograph of the King George V memorial in front of 
City Hall.                                                                                                                                               
Caption: This composite photograph gives an impression of the winning design for 
the King George V. Memorial, submitted by Messrs. R. Summerhayes and E. F. 
Kohler, of Perth (W.A.), in its setting in King's Square. Source: “Design and Details 
of State Memorial to Revered King,” Courier-Mail, October 15, 1936, 18. 
 
 
 
 
 	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
546 “What Ship’s Size Really Means,” Courier-Mail, May 28, 1936, 5. 
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Appendix 4    Timeline of the 1930s organised by mayor   
 
This table presents selected events and decisions from the 1930s organized by 
Mayor. This timeline was originally conceived as a way of investigating possible 
political and/or sectarian influences on social and cultural events held at City Hall 
over a much longer period. Its scope was narrowed to the 1930s when it was 
realized that the task was probably too large and required a separate study. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Appendix 5    Four People associated with Brisbane City Hall  
 
 
This appendix is a collection of material found during the course of research. It 
contains information about four people associated with Brisbane City Hall during 
the 1920s and 1930s, but about whom little has been written.  
 
 
Included are: 
 
 
1. Peter Kaad – architect, designer of the trowel used to lay the 1920 
foundation stone 
 
2. Douglas Dunn Carrick – building contractor for Brisbane City Hall 
 
3. Dr. G. W. F. Paul – City Medical Officer 
 
William Jolly                                    
Feb. 1925 – 
resigned Feb 
1931 
United Party 
(renamed 
Nationalist Civic 
Party) 	  
Archibald 
Watson                                       
Feb-May 1931                 
Deputy to Jolly 
Nationalist Civic 
Party          
John Greene                              
May 1931–Apr 
1934 
‘compromise 
candidate’ 
Progress Party/ 
Independent  
Alfred Jones  
Apr 1934–Apr 
1940 
 
Labor 
“Optimistic Alf” 
(Fitzgerald p. 173)                                
• Elected by popular vote 
• February 1925 election of first Greater Brisbane council 
• July 1926 first function in City Hall 
• January 1928 council occupies City Hall 
• April 1930 opening of City Hall  
• May 1930 rest room opening 
• December 1930 ‘Vigilants’ formed Civic Reform League 	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
• Elected by alderman to complete term  
• May 1931 election ‘tenacious and vitriolic’ (Cole) issues finances & legislative 
reform of Greater Brisbane Scheme. Nationalists decimated, but no majority 
led to compromise Lord Mayor - Greene 
• May 1931 J.T. Lang refused use of City Hall 
• July 1931 opening of Diphtheria clinic 
• No clear winner of election, compromise mayor elected by aldermen 
• June 1931 Marion Steele’s soup kitchen opened by mayor 
• July 1931 Di htheria Clinic pening 
• 1931-32 Council important agency dispensing State Govt unemployment 
relief funds; 55% Qld’s unemployed live in Brisbane (Cole p. 78) 
• March 1932 Grey Street Bridge opened 
• October 1932 Golden Casket draw moves to City Hall 
• June 1933 Qld Amateur Boxing and Wrestling Union refused use of City Hall 
• Elected by popular vote 
• February 1936 opening of Walter Taylor Bridge, Indooroopilly 
• September 1936 State Relief Workers and Unemployed Movement 
committee refused meeting at City Hall 
• 1937 State inquiry into BCC administration and policies - damning 
• 1938 decision to ban liquor from City Hall  
• April 1938 R. A. McInnis apptd permanent position of first City Planner 
• 1939 second State inquiry into BCC administration and policies - damning 
• July 1939 Communists application for meeting at City Hall refused  
• September 1939 outbreak of WW2 ‘financial collapse awaited the city with 
the over-night dry up of loan funds’ (Cole p. 101) 
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Appendix 5    Four people associated with Brisbane City Hall  
 
This appendix is a collection of material found during the course of research. It 
contains information about four people associated with Brisbane City Hall during 
the 1920s and 1930s, but about whom little has been written. Included are: 
 
 
1. Peter Kaad – architect, designer of the trowel used to lay the 1920 
foundation stone 
 
2. Douglas Dunn Carrick – building contractor for Brisbane City Hall 
 
3. Dr. G. W. F. Paul – City Medical Officer 
 
4. Marion Steele – charity worker 
 
 
 
1. Peter Kaad 
 
 
 
 
Figure 1: Peter Kaad as an older man, date unknown. 
Source: Photograph courtesy of Gaynor Kaad 
 
Sydney architect Peter Kaad547 designed the trowel used by the Prince of Wales to 
lay the second foundation stone of Brisbane City Hall on July 29 1920 (Figure 2). 
The trowel was presented to the Prince as a gift from the architects. The Brisbane 
Courier noted its inscription and described the details of the trowel’s design:  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
547 Pronounced ‘card’. 
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The blade of the trowel used by his Royal Highness was of solid gold, 
inscribed, as follows:- "Presented to his Royal Highness the Prince of 
Wales on the occasion of the laying of the foundation stone of the new 
Town Hall, Brisbane, 29th July 1920, James F. Maxwell, mayor; T.R. Hall 
and G.G. Prentice, architects.” The handle was of Queensland fluted maple 
wood, with gold Prince of Wales' feathers, mounted at the end of the handle 
with a gold crown, the base being studded with black Queensland opal. All 
the gold used was 15 carat, and the trowel was contained in a case of 
Queensland silky oak. The trowel was the gift of the architects, and was 
made by Hardy Brothers.548  
 
 
As part of this research contact was made with local, state, national and UK 
collecting agencies; and Hardy Brothers, in an effort to locate the trowel, but 
without success.   
 
 
 
 
Figure 2: The trowel designed by Peter Kaad. 
Caption: The golden trowel with jeweled handle, to be used by the Prince in laying 
the foundation stone of the New Town Hall.  
Source: “The Golden Trowel,” Brisbane Courier, July 27, 1920, 6.  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
548 “The New Brisbane Town Hall,” Brisbane Courier, July 30, 1920, 5.  
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In an undated letter to a friend (which Kaad requested be subsequently returned to 
him), Kaad related the following:  
 
The offer came to four of us Bruce Dellit, Emil Sodersten & Noel Wilson & 
self to help in the preparation of final drawings for the City Hall. Each had 
his share - I was responsible in particular for the main auditorium and side 
lobbies etc. from Adelaide & Ann Sts, and I prepared perspectives of each 
section. 
 
At the time the Prince of Wales then, was expected to lay the foundation 
stone and open some thoroughfare. It was my job to design a jewel 
encrusted gold and silver trowel and similarly a pair of scissors for cutting 
the ribbon for the opening ‘ceremony’.  
 
I enclose copies of 
a) One of my perspectives for the lobbies at the City Hall…549 
 
 
Buchanan notes: 
 
 As early as 1921, Hall and Prentice began to assemble a team of architects 
 and draftsmen to design and document the City Hall project. 
  
 Peter Alexander Kaad (1898-1983) studied in Sydney before being brought  
to Brisbane by Hall and Prentice to work on City Hall in 1922.550 	  
 
Buchanan’s details are unsourced. As the Prince of Wales laid the foundation 
stone on July 29, 1920, with the trowel designed by Kaad, it suggests that he was 
working on the project much earlier than 1922, at least in some capacity. 
 
The perspective drawing Kaad included in the letter was a photocopy of the 
drawing published in the Architectural and Building Journal of Queensland 
November 7, 1923 p.29 (Figure 3). The same drawing is labelled ‘side vestibule’ in 
the booklet: Souvenir of the visit of H.R.H. the Prince of Wales and the laying of the 
foundation stone of the new Town Hall: also a short history of the rise and 
development of the city,551 which was published in 1921.  It also provides evidence 
that Kaad was working with Hall and Prentice earlier than 1922. 
 
 
 
 	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
549 Gaynor Kaad, letter to author, May 8, 2012. 
550 Bruce Buchanan Architects Pty. Ltd., The Brisbane City Hall: A Conservation Plan for  
     Brisbane City Council (Brisbane: Bruce Buchanan, 1992), 29. 
551 Souvenir of the visit of H.R.H. the Prince of Wales and the laying of the foundation stone  
     of the new Town Hall: also a short history of the rise and development of the city.  
     Brisbane: City of Brisbane, 1921. 
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Figure 3: Drawing by Peter Kaad. 
Caption:  Side vestibule, proposed 
town hall, Brisbane. Source: Courtesy 
of Gaynor Kaad 
 
 
Figure 4: The same drawing.                                                                                                                                         
Source: Souvenir of the visit of H.R.H. the 
Prince of Wales and the laying of the 
foundation stone of the new Town Hall: 
also a short history of the rise and 
development of the city. Brisbane: City of 
Brisbane, 1921, (unpaged drawings 
section) 
 
 
 
In 1930 Peter Kaad formed the practice Lipson and Kaad in Sydney with Samuel 
Lipson.  
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2. Douglas Dunn Carrick                                                                     
 
 
 
             
 
Figure 4: D.D. Carrick, contractor for the City Hall. 
Caption: Mr. D. D. Carrick 
Source:  “Mr. D. D. Carrick dead,” Courier-Mail, June 15, 1934, 15.  
 
 
Douglas Dunn Carrick was the building contractor responsible for building the 
superstructure of the Brisbane City Hall (Figure 4). After his death at the age of 75, 
The Courier Mail published the following tribute: ‘He leaves a monument in stone 
that bears eloquent testimony to his skill as a builder – the Brisbane Town Hall, 
one of the finest buildings of its kind in the Southern Hemisphere’. The article 
describes the City Hall as ‘the great work of Mr Carrick’s life’…[a building]…‘which 
has won admiration in all parts of the world.’ Carrick’s skill as a contractor was also 
noted:  
  
[He] observed principles in his business which tended to eliminate industrial 
friction and advance the interests of the State. It was to his credit as a 
leader that during the erection of the Town Hall no industrial dispute 
occurred, and throughout, preference was given to Queensland, Australian, 
and British material. Upon completion of the Town Hall contract, Mr Carrick 
retired.’552 
	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
552 “Mr. D. D. Carrick Dead,” Courier-Mail, June 15, 1934, 15.  
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Industrial disputes did occur during the building of City Hall. Thirty plasterers 
walked off the job in July 1926 when their request for a pay increase from 28/ to 
30/ per day was refused. Their negotiations with Carrick over a return to work also 
failed,553 although many resumed work a month later.554 The following year ‘a 
number of employees’ were given notice as part of a wider strike in the building 
trades for the 40-hour week.555 Mrs Wiggs, a Queensland Figaro columnist, sensed 
‘a feeling of cheerfulness about the town, as if a burden had been lifted’ when work 
resumed after the nine-week strike.556 
 
In retirement and after twice postponing holidays in his native Scotland, Carrick 
holidayed in Tasmania in March 1931. Whilst in Hobart he was interviewed by The 
Mercury. The lengthy article provided further insight into Carrick’s preference for 
British and Australian goods. He stated,  
we buy too much from America. We spend lavishly in the United States, 
many millions yearly, but America buys very little from us in Australia. 
Personally, I use and wear only those things which I know are British or 
Australian.557  
 
After giving his impressions of Hobart, Carrick provided many details about the 
features of the ‘Brisbane Town Hall’, including details of measurements that do not 
appear to have been published in Brisbane newspapers. These included details 
about the strips of Celotex fabric used on the dome to improve acoustics; the 
structure of the floor and details of the columns. Included were details about the 
front entrance:  
 The Corinthian columns at the main entrance were 4ft. 6in. in diameter, and 
 each stone in them weighed seven tons. In the whole of the columns on the 
 various frontages there were 268 stones, weighing between seven and six 
 and a half tons each.’558   
 
The reporter noted that in respect to the mosaic work, ‘the Archbishop of Brisbane 
(Dr. James Duhig) told Mr Carrick that he did not think there was anything finer, 
outside St Peter’s, Rome.’559  
 
Carrick, who was born in Glasgow, spoke of his early years noting that he left 
Glasgow for South Africa, ‘to try to make money for my father and mother,’ after his 	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
553 “Plasterers’ Strike,” Brisbane Courier, July 28, 1926, 11. 
554 “Plasterers Resume at New Town Hall,” Brisbane Courier, August 30, 1926, 8.  
555 “Today’s New in Brief,” Brisbane Courier, January 21, 1927, 12.   
556 “Between Ourselves,” Queensland Figaro, March 26, 1927, 14. 
557 “Glorious Hobart,” Mercury (Hobart), March 26, 1931, 12. 
558  Ibid. 
559  Ibid. 
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father was ruined in the Bank of Glasgow failure of 1878. During this time Carrick 
was engaged in building contracts in Pretoria. After the outbreak of the Boer War 
he secured a contract to supply the British Government, ‘with material of all sorts 
from Newcastle to Pretoria.’560 Carrick’s obituary in The Queenslander made note 
that he was a dispatch carrier in the Zulu War.561 
 
Carrick was imprisoned by the Boers for five and a half months,562 after which he 
left South Africa, reaching Melbourne in 1881 (date given in The Courier-Mail 
article and The Queenslander obituary) or 1883 (date given in The Mercury) en 
route to Sydney. Carrick related to The Mercury that the British Government paid 
money owed to him to an account in Sydney, after leaving South Africa ‘with only 
my horse and saddle’.563   
 
Carrick moved to Brisbane in 1888, after facing bankruptcy in Sydney. The Sydney 
Morning Herald noted in December 1887 that a Douglas Dunn Carrick, a builder of 
Annandale, had appeared in the Insolvency Court. It is recorded that his liabilities 
exceeded his assets by less than £70.564 At a second meeting in the Bankruptcy 
Court in February 1888, seven debts were proved565 and in April the same year at 
a third meeting six debts were proved and ‘directions were given that the insolvent 
be allowed his furniture and wearing apparel, and the meeting was terminated.’566 
 
In Brisbane Carrick became a successful businessman, a ‘captain of industry’567 
and the contractor for the superstructure stage of City Hall (Figure 5). Prior to his 
work on City Hall, Carrick managed a joinery at New Farm, re-established himself 
as a contractor and established Carricks Ltd, a furniture manufacturing business.568 
 
 
	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
560 Ibid. 
561 “Obituary – Mr. D. D. Carrick,” Queenslander, June 21, 1934, 8. 
562  Ibid. 
563 “Glorious Hobart,” Mercury (Hobart), March 26, 1931, 12. 
564 “Insolvency Court,” Sydney Morning Herald, December 30, 1887, 7. 
565 “Bankruptcy Court,” Sydney Morning Herald, February 16, 1888, 6. 
566 “Bankruptcy Court,” Sydney Morning Herald, April 19, 1888, 12. 
567 “Captain of Industry,” Cairns Post, June 16, 1934, 13. 
568 “Mr. D. D. Carrick Dead,” Courier-Mail, June 15, 1934, 15. 
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Figure 5: D. D. Carrick – third from the right. 
Caption: Vice-regal inspection of the progress of work on Brisbane’s new town hall. 
Left to right – Messrs. G. G. Prentice (Messrs. Hall and Prentice, architects). Sir 
Matthew Nathan, Alderman T. J. Donovan (chairman of the Town Hall Committee), 
Messrs. G. Cryle (Inspector of Works, Brisbane City Council), D. D. Carrick 
(contractor for the new Town Hall), Alderman W. R. Crampton (representing the 
Mayor of Brisbane), and Mr. Bernard Boulthee, F.I.C.A. 
Source: Brisbane Courier, June 27, 1925, 8. 
 
 
In 1932, after 52 years in Australia, Carrick and his wife visited Britain and France 
for eight months (Figure 6). On his return, The Brisbane Courier published a long 
article giving Carrick’s impressions of his travel abroad (Figure 7). In Scotland they 
visited Largs, the home of Sir Thomas Brisbane, where Brisbane, the city, was on 
his mind once again. Here Carrick endeavoured, unsuccessfully, to buy the bed 
upon which Sir Thomas Brisbane was born and ‘and breathed his last’ with the aim 
of ‘presenting the historic piece of furniture to the city of Brisbane.’569 An article 
noted,  
on his return journey, Mr. Mark Harbourg, the world-famous pianist, was a 
fellow passenger, and Mr. Carrick was naturally delighted when the 
distinguished pianist informed him that, acoustically, the Brisbane City Hall 
was the finest hall he had ever played in.570 	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
569 “Praise-Criticism,” Brisbane Courier, December 21, 1932, 5. 
570  Ibid. 
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The Carricks were welcomed at the wharf, on their return from overseas, ‘by the 
skirling of pipes’ and friends and members of the Burns Club and the Caledonian 
Society.571   
 
 
 
 
Figure 6: Mr and Mrs Carrick prior to 
their departure for London. 
Caption: Mr. and Mrs. D. D. Carrick 
photographed on board the Mooltan 
yesterday, previous to their departure for 
London.  
Source: Brisbane Courier, June 23, 1932, 
14.  
 
Figure 7: Mr and Mrs Carrick 
abroad. 
Caption: Mr. and Mrs. D. D. Carrick, 
who returned to Brisbane yesterday 
from a visit to Britain, photographed 
while on a visit to Ayrshire. Source: 
Brisbane Courier, December 20, 
1932, 18. 
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3. Dr. G. W. F. Paul 
 
 
 
  
              
 
Figure 8: Dr. G. W. F. Paul. 
Caption:  The Late Dr. Paul 
Source: Courier-Mail, March 20, 1937, 15.  
 
 
In July 1931 a clinic for immunization against diphtheria was established on the top 
floor of City Hall, at the base of the tower.572  The City Medical Officer, Dr G. W. F. 
Paul, conducted its first public clinic session on July 16. Those wishing to be 
immunized at the clinic received treatment free of cost after application to the 
Department of Health.     
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Dr. Paul was employed part-time and he maintained his private practice. In May 
1933 a proposal to appoint a full-time medical officer was defeated by Council.573 In 
November 1933 it was reported that the City Council had appointed Dr Paul as a 
full-time medical officer for the Council until June 1934, after much debate. It was 
decided that after that time application for the position would be called. Alderman 
Massey moved to open applications for a doctor holding a Diploma of Public 
Health, which Paul did not, and ‘thought it was entirely wrong to appoint a man of 
Dr. Paul’s age’574. Paul would have been 69 in 1933. The Lord Mayor (Alderman 
Greene) and Alderman Decker (health executive) refused to be drawn publicly on 
Dr. Paul’s age.575 Reports show that Dr. Paul continued as City Medical Officer up 
to the time of his death, although opposition to his reappointment, specifically, the 
same concerns about his age and lack of a specific diploma in public health were 
raised again.576    
 
During his time as City Medical Officer, Dr. Paul addressed and reported on a wide 
range of public health issues including scarlet fever, typhoid, clean water, clean 
housing, food poisoning, malaria, birth rates and whooping cough.    
 
Dr Paul died after a sudden heart attack at sea in March 1937, aged 73 years, on a 
trip to England to visit his daughter. He was buried at sea. The Courier-Mail noted:  
‘His name will be linked with the civic health of Brisbane, because of his excellent 
work in immunizing children against diphtheria. Since he became the city health 
officer a few years ago, 10,000 children have been treated.’ 577 As well as 
conducting the clinic at the City Hall, Dr Paul immunized children at schools and at 
South Brisbane Town Hall where he was formerly health officer for the South 
Brisbane Council. He became known as the man who fought diphtheria.578  
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4. Marion Steele 
 
 
              
 
Figure 9: Marion Steele 
Caption: Miss Steele 
Source: Morning Bulletin (Rockhampton), May 24, 1932, 7. 
 
 
Marion Steele579 is described in newspaper reports as a charity worker and a social 
worker. She could also be described as an activist and a lobbyist. The Worker 
referred to her as ‘that industrious sensationalist’ and ‘an artist in self-advertising 
stunts’, shortly after she became an independent candidate for the seat of Brisbane 
in the State election held June 1932.580  Many of her charitable activities were 
based at City Hall during the 1930s. 
 
Steele was concerned primarily with the welfare of unemployed women and girls, 
but also for unemployed men and the children of families affected by 
unemployment. She placed the notice below in the Domestic Employment column 
of The Brisbane Courier to organize a meeting of unemployed women and girls in 
December 1930, with City Hall as the venue: 
 
581 	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
579 Frequently spelt ‘Steel’ in newspaper reports. 
580 “Lady Godiva and Marion Steel,” Worker, May 18, 1932, 6. 
581 Advertisement, Brisbane Courier, December 17, 1930, 4.  
	  	   393	  
She wrote many letters to the editor of The Brisbane Courier urging that churches 
take up collections for those affected by unemployment and accommodate the 
homeless at night. Responding to another letter to the editor, she wrote,  
 
I agree with him that the New City Hall would be appreciated by the people 
who haven’t any homes, and are sleeping at present in parks...the 
unemployed would appreciate good food far more than the people who 
attend banquets held at the City Hall and other public places (at the 
ratepayers’ expense), because in one instance the people would be really 
hungry, whereas the others have too much food and too many luxuries of 
life.582   
 
 
In December 1929, Steele conducted a ‘Christmas Cheer Fund’ at her shop in 
George Street to collect money for presents for children whose fathers were 
unemployed.583 With the proceeds she purchased fabric that was made into 
clothing for 200 children by nine women. The presents and clothing were 
distributed at a Christmas party for 400 people - the children, their parents and 
unemployed men camping at Davies Park, West End.584 Food and other items 
were supplied by donation and entertainers provided a variety of acts and dancing.    
 
Steele provided free meals for women and girls in the basement of City Hall, with 
provisions donated by businesses, for a nine-month period from June 1931 to its 
closure on April 1 1932.585  Known as ‘Miss Steele’s Soup Kitchen’ it then moved to 
premises, provided by the Council, in Adelaide Street pending a permanent site. In 
the nine months it operated at City Hall, the soup kitchen provided 20,157 meals.586 
A Christmas dinner provided in 1931 at City Hall catered for 120 unemployed 
women and girls and 200 children.587  
 
An explanation for the closure of the soup kitchen does not seem to appear in The 
Brisbane Courier. The Townsville Daily Bulletin was more forthcoming, revealing 
that Miss Steele had been asked to vacate the building previously. The article gave 
the explanation that council clerical staff and visitors to the City Hall had 
complained about cooking smells.588 It provided the following example,  
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584 Ibid. 
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one delicate lady member of a deputation to the Mayor is stated to have 
been overcome by a concentrated onionic perfume from a copperful of Miss 
Marion Steele’s hunger allaying preparation… [commenting]… and so no 
further healthy whiff of life giving stew will interfere with the tender stomach 
sensitiveness of the City Hall staff…Miss Steele has been provided with an 
empty building in Adelaide Street, far from the City Hall and its pernickity 
population.589  
 
Steele’s other activities included the organisation of a deputation of unemployed 
women to meet with the Minister for Labour and Industry (Mr. H. E. Sizer) to 
suggest the establishment of a farm hostel where women could work and become 
self-supporting.590 Although the idea received Sizer’s support, negotiations over the 
site and the value of ration tickets to be issued to the women stalled and the 
scheme does not seem to have been implemented. Steele also visited prisoners 
and called for better conditions in prisons and watchhouses. She spoke in court for 
many unemployed people charged with crimes such as theft and noted the link 
between poverty and crime in her speeches.591   
 
Steele arranged collections, concerts, suppers and Christmas parties for the 
unemployed for many years during the Depression of the 1930s. Her philosophy or 
motivation is revealed in another letter to the editor of The Brisbane Courier: ‘After 
all life is like a school, only we do not always grasp the meaning of the lessons that 
it teaches, but we all have an equal right to Heaven and a right to live on Earth.’592  
In 1940, Steele’s ‘Peacehaven’, a hostel for homeless girls and women, began 
operation in Drynan Street, Paddington, in a two-stroey house given to her by an 
anonymous donor. 
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Appendix 6    Heritage register entries for Brisbane City Hall                                           
 
 
This appendix lists the results of searches for Brisbane City Hall in local, state and 
federal government heritage registers: 
 
• Brisbane City Council Heritage Register  
• Queensland Heritage Register  
• National Heritage List  
• Australian Heritage Database 
• Australian Heritage Places Inventory  
 
Local government register -  Brisbane City Council Heritage Register  
 
City Hall is listed in this heritage register database but there are no statements 
provided to explain how City Hall specifically fulfills the criteria for entry in the 
register. The entry for City Hall provides a link to its entry in the Queensland 
Heritage Register.  
 
The criteria for entry in the Brisbane City Council Heritage Register are listed 
below.  
 
 
 
Criteria for entry in the Heritage Register                                                                                                                              
A heritage place must meet one or more of the following cultural heritage values 
to be listed: 
• it is important in demonstrating the evolution or pattern of the City’s or local 
area’s history 
• it demonstrates rare, uncommon or endangered aspects of the City’s or local 
area’s cultural heritage 
• it has potential to yield information that will contribute to the knowledge and 
understanding of the City’s or local area’s history 
• it is important in demonstrating the principal characteristics of a particular 
class or classes of cultural places 
• it is important because of its aesthetic significance 
• it is important in demonstrating a high degree of creative or technological 
achievement at a particular period 
• it has a strong or special association with the life or work of a particular 
community or cultural group for social, cultural or spiritual reasons 
• it has a special association with the life or work of a particular person, group 
or organisation of importance in the City’s or local area’s history. 
 
Source: Heritage Register. Brisbane City Council: http://www.brisbane.qld.gov.au/planning-
building/building-selling-renovating/renovating-restoring-and-extending/restoring-and-
researching-heritage-properties/heritage-register/index.htm 
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State government register -  Queensland Heritage Register   
 
Brisbane City Hall is Place ID: 600065. Below is each criterion for entry in the 
Queensland Heritage Register (as provided in Queensland Heritage Act 1992) that 
is addressed in the entry for City Hall – criteria a, d, e, f, g and h. Statements of 
City Hall’s cultural heritage significance are provided in bold italics.  
 
Criteria for entry in register as State Heritage Place 
A place may be entered in the Queensland heritage register as a State heritage 
place if it satisfies 1 or more of the following criteria: 
 
a) the place is important in demonstrating the evolution or pattern of Queensland’s 
history; 
 
          Brisbane City Hall is historically significant as the Brisbane City Council  
          chambers and offices since 1930 and the symbolic focus of the  
          municipality, it provides a sense of place for the Brisbane community. 
 
(d)   the place is important in demonstrating the principal characteristics of a  
       particular class of cultural places; 
 
          Brisbane City Hall is a fine example of a Classical Revival civic building   
          with a modern steel and concrete structure.  
 
          Brisbane City Hall is a well known example of the work of Hall and  
          Prentice.  
 
          Brisbane City Hall is constructed almost entirely of local building  
          materials, the City Hall is a tribute to local architects, contractors,    
          tradesmen and artists.  
 
(e)   the place is important because of its aesthetic significance; 
 
          Brisbane City Hall with its clock tower and King George Square as its   
          forecourt create a landmark in Brisbane. 
 
(f)   the place is important in demonstrating a high degree of creative or technical   
      achievement at a particular period;  
 
          The building contains notable technical achievements ranging from the  
          span of copper dome roof over the auditorium, the height of the clock   
          tower and the unique foundations that were designed to alleviate the  
          problems of a water hole on the site. 
 
g)   the place has a strong or special association with a particular community or   
      cultural group for social, cultural or spiritual reasons; 
 
          Brisbane City Hall with its clock tower and King George Square as its  
          forecourt create a landmark in Brisbane. 
 
(h)   the place has a special association with the life or work of a particular person,  
       group or organization of importance in Queensland’s history. 
 
          Brisbane City Hall is a well known example of the work of Hall and  
         Prentice. 
Source: Queensland Heritage Register. Brisbane City Hall:  
https://www.derm.qld.gov.au/chimsi/placeDetail.html?siteId=14840 
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Federal government registers 
 
National Heritage List – no entry Brisbane City Hall  
 
‘The National Heritage List has been established to list places of outstanding 
heritage significance to Australia. It includes natural, historic and Indigenous places 
that are of outstanding national heritage value to the Australian nation.’ 
Source: National Heritage List: 
http://www.environment.gov.au/heritage/about/national/index.html 
 
Australian Heritage Database  
 
A search using the Place Name field with search term ‘Brisbane City Hall’ reveals 
no results. Search for ‘City Hall’ or search Local Government Area field for 
‘Brisbane’.  
 
Statement of significance: 
 
Architecturally significant as an excellent example of Classical Revival architecture 
applied to a modern steel and concrete framed office structure. The applied style is 
characterised by its purity and consistency to detail. The foundations for the city hall 
were unique in Australia at the time of construction because they were excavated 
through a waterhole on the site. The tall clock tower and spire make the building a 
landmark in the city. An item of special note is the carved tympanum relief by the 
noted Queensland sculptor Daphne Mayo. The city hall is historically significant as 
the offices for the Brisbane city council since 1930 and as the symbolic focus of the 
city. 
 
 
Source: Australian Heritage Database.  http://www.environment.gov.au/cgi-
bin/ahdb/search.pl 
 
Australian Heritage Places Inventory  
 
The entry for City Hall cites the Queensland Heritage Register as the source of the 
information and provides a link to the source.  
 
Statement of significance: 
 
Brisbane City Hall is historically significant as the Brisbane City Council chambers 
and offices since 1930 and the symbolic focus of the municipality, it provides a 
sense of place for the Brisbane community. Brisbane City Hall is a fine example of a 
Classical Revival civic building with a modern steel and concrete structure.  
 
Brisbane City Hall is a well known example of the work of Hall and Prentice.  
Brisbane City Hall is constructed almost entirely of local building materials, the City 
Hall is a tribute to local architects, contractors, tradesmen and artists. Brisbane City 
Hall with its clock tower and King George Square as its forecourt create a landmark 
in Brisbane. The building contains notable technical achievements ranging from the 
span of copper dome roof over the auditorium, the height of the clock tower and the 
unique foundations that were designed to alleviate the problems of a water hole on 
the site. Brisbane City Hall with its clock tower and King George Square as its 
forecourt create a landmark in Brisbane. Brisbane City Hall is a well known example 
of the work of Hall and Prentice. 
Source: Australian Heritage Places Inventory. Brisbane City Hall: 
http://www.heritage.gov.au/cgi-bin/ahpi/record.pl?QLD600 
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Appendix 7    Annotated bibliography 
 
A bibliography of sources for Brisbane City Hall with brief annotations 
 
This appendix presents a list of resources that specifically reference Brisbane City 
Hall categorised according to type. Some detail is given of the amount of 
information in each source which ranges from a paragraph to a few pages to a 
chapter.   
  
 
ARCHITECTURAL REPORTS / CONSERVATION STUDIES 
 
Architectural Advisory Group. Brisbane City Hall - Repositioning the Centre: 
Architectural Report. July 2008. 
http://www.brisbane.qld.gov.au/documents/city%20hall/03%20ch2010c%20report
%20appendix%20a%20architectural%20report.pdf (accessed April 28, 2012). 
 
This report was prepared for the Brisbane City Council by the Architectural 
Advisory Group. It discusses four development scenarios from the City 
Futures Committee regarding ‘the future direction of the Brisbane City Hall’ 
with consideration to conservation and heritage values of City Hall and King 
George Square. Includes statements about cultural significance and models 
of each scenario. 
 
Bruce Buchanan Architects Pty. Ltd. The Brisbane City Hall: A Conservation Plan 
for Brisbane City Council: draft: for Brisbane City Council.   
Brisbane, Qld.: Bruce Buchanan, 1992. 
 
Very useful 96 page conservation plan with very detailed information about 
history (of old town hall as well), each space, the elements of each space 
and notes regarding level of significance and condition – recommendations 
etc. Some information is unsourced. Conservation Plan has not been 
updated.   
 
City Hall 2010 Committee. Saving Brisbane City Hall for Future Generations. City 
Hall 2010 Committee Report. October 2008. 
http://www.brisbane.qld.gov.au/documents/city%20hall/city_hall_2010_report.pdf 
 
This 32-page report covers the background to the current restoration - the 
formation of the City Hall 2010 Committee, its tasks, key considerations, 
key recommendations and steps in the restoration process. Broad 
statements addressing the history and use of City Hall, in little depth. No 
links to the appendices listed. Refers to the findings of the Architectural 
Advisory Group report (above).   
 
Richard Allom Architects. Town Hall Survey: Brisbane: A Report to the National 
Trust of Queensland and the Brisbane City Council. Richard Allom Architects, [19-
?]. 
 
 Survey of town halls and other buildings of National Estate significance  
owned or formerly owned by Brisbane City Council. Section on City Hall  
and mention of changes to King George Square affecting its setting.  
 
Riddel, Robert. Brisbane City Hall Roof Conservation Study: Draft: For Brisbane 
City Council. Brisbane, Qld.: R. Riddel, 2000. 
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AUDIO-VISUAL SOURCES 
 
Brisbane 100 Stories. National Film & Sound Archive of Australia, 1997,  
  
 VHS tape Brisbane from 1899 to the 1990s. The material has been 
 selected from the National Collection, includes newsreels, actuality 
 footage, documentaries, news items and home movies. Includes some clips  
of City Hall.  
 
The soul of Brisbane, Sydney, N.S.W.: Ch.9, 2010  
 
Episodes 1 and 2 - each DVD consists of brief highlights some aspects of 
the restoration process such as the organ, the auditorium dome, Mayo 
friezes. Contains footage work being carried out, interviews with conducting 
the work such as the organ restorer. These DVDs do not present 
information in depth but do provide leads for topics and people. They are 
programs for general viewing and aimed at increasing and maintaining 
residents’ interest in and support of the restoration.  
 
 
Various YouTube clips- Using search term “Brisbane City Hall’ returns many 
YouTube clips that are segments from The Soul of Brisbane DVDs.    
 
 
Brisbane City in the Sun 1954.  
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Wgy-EGJovhw 
  
 National Film and Sound Archives 9:35 clip. Has short segment containing  
many shots of people around City Hall. 
 
Elizabeth II visits Brisbane, Australia 1954. 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=G2bBfH3EMUk 
  
A 2:03 clip with various segments of Queen Elizabeth’s visit to Brisbane. 
Includes brief footage of City Hall. No sound. 
 
Historic milestones caught on film. 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=C1ncUIHyohk 
  
A 7:41 clip that summarises many of the highlights of the restoration 
process – organ, concrete problems and solutions, changes in roof, new 
access features.  
 
Life in Australia: Brisbane 1964 
  
One of a series of ‘Life in Australia’ short films made by The 
Commonwealth Film Unit. 20:44: Shows a diverse view of life in Brisbane, 
particularly trades and manufacturing; views of domestic life, schools, city 
and suburban street scenes, sports and recreation and night life. Some 
brief views of City Hall exterior and patrons in foyer going into a 
Queensland Symphony Orchestra concert. 
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BOOKS / BOOK CHAPTERS 
 
Apperly, R., Irving, R. and P. Reynold, Identifying Australian Architecture, Sydney: 
Angus & Robertson, 1989. 
 
Brewer, F. J., and R. Dunn. Sixty-Six Years of Municipal Government. Brisbane: 
[s.n.], 1925. 
 
‘Historical sketch of the constitution and work of Council’ from 
establishment to last Council in 1925 prior to Greater Brisbane Scheme. 
Biogrpahy of each of the members of the last Council. Proposed by Mayor 
Barry and commission given to Brewer and Dunn ‘journalistic specialists in 
Local Government’.  Entry on Alderman James McGuire says he claims 
credit for Council’s decision to go ahead with Albert Square site (p.31). 
Refers to construction having started.   
 
Brewer, F.J. and R. Dunn, eds. & comps. Brisbane Municipal Year Book 1926-
1927. Brisbane: H. Pole & Co., 1927. 
A yearbook with several pages on New Town Hall and The City Organ. 
Details of site, internal spaces and costings to date.    
 
Brisbane: A Picturesque City, Mentone. Vic.: Nucolorvue Productions, [195-?]. 
 
 A promotional booklet with highly coloured photo-lithographs on textured  
paper. Queensland Tourist Bureau assisted publication. One page of city  
hall, another showing City Hall as tallest building and cover illustration is 
City Hall. 
 
Brisbane (Qld.). Council. Brisbane, Australia’s Sunshine City: a souvenir issued by 
the Brisbane City Council to commemorate the visit to Brisbane of His Royal 
Highness the Duke of Gloucester. Brisbane: The Council: 1934 
 
A 78 page booklet produced by the Council to commemorate the Duke’s 
visit. Entry on City Hall contains many of the commonly used superlatives. 
 
Brisbane City Council. Brisbane City Hall. Brisbane, Qld: Brisbane City Council, 
1948. 
 
A 1948 Brisbane City Council publication. Large format with large 
photographs of City Hall spaces, organ and full page reproductions of  
original drawings – elevations, floor plans, detailing, sectional plans and 
plans for each level. Provides some brief background history on City Hall, 
Council and Brisbane, details about the city in 1948.   
 
Brisbane Council. Souvenir of the visit of H.R.H. the Prince of Wales and the laying 
of the foundation stone of the new Town Hall : also a short history of the rise and 
development of the city. Brisbane: City of Brisbane, 1921. 
 
A souvenir booklet of the Prince’s visit in 1920 during which the second 
foundation stone was laid; published the following year. A digitized and 
searchable version can be accessed from the entry in the State Library of 
Queensland catalogue.    
 
Brisbane History Group. Brisbane: Corridors of Power, edited by Barry Shaw and 
Brisbane History Group.: Kelvin Grove, Qld.: Brisbane History Group, 1997. 
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Chapter 2: “Civic Temple or Tower of Babel: A History of Brisbane’s City 
Hall,” written by John Laverty. Provides excellent information about the 
politics of the long lead up period prior to construction with extensive 
references to Council minutes. Ends at the completion of the City hall and 
includes an appendix: ‘Descriptive notes of plans for proposed new Town 
Hall [1910]’ from Council minutes.    
 
Chapter 3:  "Brisbane City Hall: History and Heritage," written by Peter 
Newell (architect). Discusses architects’ brief but source is not attributed. 
Briefly discusses stages and elements of the plan.  
Chapter 4: “The renovation of City Hall,” written by Ron Baker. Discusses 
overcrowding, the completion of the Brisbane Administration Centre and 
two periods of the renovation program – 1976-1985 and the second period 
which commenced in 1985 to 1990 (approximately) when the Balmoral 
Room was opened by Lord Mayor Atkinson.    
 
Also Chapter 1 – written by John Laverty discusses first town hall in Queen 
Street.  
 
Brown, Josephine and University of the Third Age. Jitterbugging at City Hall: And 
Other Surprising Stories of Being Young During World War II. Brisbane: U3A 
Brisbane Inc., 2011. 
 
The City Hall, Brisbane, Queensland, Australia: view book. Brisbane: Watson 
Ferguson, [193-]. 
 
Cole, John R. Shaping a City: Greater Brisbane 1925-1985. Brisbane: William 
Brooks, 1984. 
 
Written as a history of Brisbane from the local government context. Forward 
by Lord Mayor Roy Harvey. A lengthy and very detailed study examining 
the period 1859 to 1985, particularly political and economic factors. The 
Postscript broadly summarises the achievements of each Council and 
discusses State-Council relations.    
 
De Gruchy, Graham Francis. Architecture in Brisbane. Bowen Hills: Boolarong 
Publications with Kookaburra Books, 1988. 
 
De Vries, Susanna, and Jake. De Vries. Historic Brisbane: Convict Settlement to 
River City. Chapel Hill, Qld: Pandanus Press, 2003. 
 
Mainly concentrates on early history of Brisbane. Has a one-page section 
entitled ‘Town Halls – Past and Present’ has factual information on South 
Brisbane Town Hall, Sandgate Town hall and Brisbane City Hall.  
 
Dupain, Max, Anne Finnerty and Bill MacMahon. The architecture of east Australia: 
An architectural history in 432 individual presentations. Stuttgart: Edition Axel 
Menges, 2001. 
 
Short entry on City Hall, one small photograph. Attributes design to Thomas 
Ramsay Hall. Notes that conservation in 1999 won Riddell and Kennedy 
the national RAIA Lachlan Macquarie Award for Conservation. 
 
Fiddian, Marc. Civic Palaces: A Tableau of Australian Town Halls. Pakenham, Vic.: 
Pakenham Gazette, 1986. 
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Covers town halls and city halls throughout Australia. Good for comparison 
of what was being built contemporary to Brisbane City Hall.  
  
Fisher, Rod, and Barry Shaw, eds. Brisbane: People, Places and Progress. 
Brisbane: Brisbane History Group, 1995. 
 
From Brisbane History Group Papers series no. 14. Chapter 14 ‘From town 
to metropolis: contemporary visions of Brisbane’, p. 132-147, discusses 
landmark/iconic quality of City Hall and visibility. 
 
Goodwin, John, Sir. Programme of the Official Opening of the New City Hall by His 
Excellency the Governor (Sir John Goodwin, K.C.B., C.M.G., D.S.O.). [Brisbane, 
Qld.: City of Brisbane, 1930.] 
 
Gough, Susan, and Sue. Ogilvie. The Book of Brisbane: The Story of a City - Why 
It Started, How It Grew, What It's Like Today. Melbourne, Vic.: Oxford University 
Press with assistance from the Brisbane City Council, 1985. 
 
Greenwood, Gordon, and John Robert Laverty. Brisbane 1859-1959: A History of 
Local Government. Brisbane: Oswald L. Ziegler for The Council of the City of 
Brisbane, 1959. 
 
Covers period from the foundation of the city and beginning of white 
settlement 1820s to 1959, the city’s centenary year. Very good source for 
City Council history, decision-making and finances. Very little on the use of 
City Hall, makes mention of battle over site. Very good bibliography of early 
sources.   
 
Gregory, Helen, and Dianne McLay. Building Brisbane's History: Structures, 
Sculptures, Stories and Secrets. 1st ed. Warriewood, N.S.W.: Woodslane Press, 
2010. 
 
Broad overview of the history of pre-construction period to current 
restoration. Illustrated. Popular history book. Repeats story that a man 
drowned in foundations.   
 
Hogan, Janet Building Queensland’s heritage. Brisbane: National Trust of 
Queensland, 1978. 
 
Hogan, Janet. Living History of Brisbane. Brisbane: Boolarong, 1988.  
 
Half page of general information about City Hall. Two large photographs – 
one exterior with fountain, one interior of 1931 masonic function.   
 
Holthouse Illustrated History of Brisbane. Frenchs Forest, N.S.W.: Reed, 1982. 
 
Laverty, John R. “Greater Brisbane in retrospect” in Brisbane Retrospect : Eight 
Aspects of Brisbane History : Proceedings of a Seminar Conducted by the John 
Oxley Library, Centennial Hall State Library of Queensland, 5-6 June, 1976. 
Brisbane: Library Board of Queensland, 1978. 24-49. 
 
The history and an assessment of the Greater Brisbane Scheme in 
retrospect and the achievements of each Council. Very useful for the 
economic and political issues faced by each administration.   
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Jolly, William Alfred. The Inauguration of Greater Brisbane. Brisbane: [s.n.], 1928. 
 
Summary of City Council activities from Abattoirs to Zoning Schemes. 
Section on almost completed City Hall. Contains some information about 
use of City Hall.  
 
Laverty, John R. The History of Municipal Government in Brisbane, 1859-1925: A 
Study of the Development of Metropolitan Government in a Context of Urban 
Expansion. [Brisbane] 1968. 
 
Laverty, John R., and Brisbane History Group. The Making of a Metropolis: 
Brisbane 1823-1925. Kelvin Grove, Qld.: Brisbane History Group, 2009. 
 
McBride, Frank [et al.]. Brisbane 150 stories. Brisbane City Council, 2009. 
 
 Two pages of general information about City Hall, many photographs.  
Summarises history of debate on site and council amalgamation. 
 
O'Rourke, Kerry., and Brisbane Council. Community Arts Unit. How It Is: Talking 
About City Hall: An Oral History. [Brisbane, Qld.: Brisbane City Council, 1989. 
 
 Oral history project – interviews with City Hall workers. Many anecdotes.  
 
Royal Australian Institute of Architects. Queensland Chapter. Buildings of 
Queensland. Brisbane: Jacaranda Press, 1959. 
 
Section on civic buildings. City Hall described as ‘last building of civic 
consequence in Brisbane before war’. Addresses some criticisms of design 
but not in any depth.  
 
Shaw, Barry, ed. Brisbane: relaxation, recreation and rock ‘n’ roll: popular culture 
1890-1990. Brisbane: Brisbane History Group, 2001. 
 
Short section on aviators’ visits to City Hall – Kingsford Smith and Johnson 
in Chapter 10 Brisbane on the visitors’ circuit 1870s-1940s, p. 60-71. 
 
Smout, Arthur H. and Anderson, Vic.  Official souvenir book: 1824-1974, Brisbane 
sesqui-centenary. Penbook Guide Co., in collaboration with the Public Relations 
Dept. of the Brisbane City Council 1974 
 
One page with a general outline of the plans of the Lady Mayoress, Mrs. 
Jones, to make City Hall a cultural centre and her wish ‘to give City Hall 
back to the people’ at a time when the new administration block was 
completed. Short section on the Kindercraft Civic Day Nursery (p. 36).   
 
EPHEMERA 
 
[City Hall [Brisbane, 1930-]: Program file Fryer Library, University of Queensland.  
 
 This folder contains programs, concert notes, invitations and ephemeral  
items relating to City Hall.  
HERITAGE LISTS 
  
See Appendix 6. 
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IMAGES 
 
Mobsby, Bertha. Photograph album of construction of Brisbane City Hall.  
 
 An album of 12 photographs from Feb 1925 to Apr 1930. Part of the  
Daphne Mayo Manuscript Collection.  
 
Mobsby, Henry William. Papers, 1872-1930. Fryer Library, University of 
Queensland. 
 
 Father of Beryl Mobsby. Includes photographs of Prince of Wales laying  
foundation stone in 1920. At the time of writing several photographs of  
the Prince of Wales are incorrectly labelled as the Duke of York 1927.   
 
Image databases: 
Picture Australia – search via Trove, National Library of Australia 
Picture Queensland – search via State Library of Queensland catalogue or 
http://www.slq.qld.gov.au/resources/picture-queensland 
Brisbane Images – search via Brisbane City Council library catalogue: 
https://elibcat.library.brisbane.qld.gov.au/uhtbin/cgisirsi/TvSJ8j8hfO/ZZELIBCAT/54
40022/60/1322/X/BLASTOFF 
 
Worth searching all three.  
 
JOURNAL ARTICLES 
 
Guedes, Pedro. “ A Place for People.” Architecture Australia 94, no. 4 (2005): 1.  
 
Review of the Museum of Brisbane exhibition: ‘A Place for the People: City  
Hall celebrating 75 years’. Elements of the exhibition and its staging are 
reviewed. Includes references to drawings and some of the objects 
displayed. Social or cultural significance not discussed.  
 
Pixley, Norman S. “Entertainment in Brisbane – Recollections.” Journal of the 
Royal Historical Society of Queensland 10, no. 2 (1976): 10-26.  
 
Pixley was president of the Royal Historical Society of Queensland when 
the article was written in 1976. Has a short recollection of the United 
Services Club Ball held at City Hall in Show Week 1939, a few days before 
he went to war. Pixley was president of the club and official host of the ball.  
 
LITERARY SOURCES – guides to literary sources 
 
Hadgraft, Cecil. Queensland and Its Writers. Brisbane: University of Queensland 
Press, 1959.  
 
Hatherell, William. The Third Metropolis: Imagining Brisbane Through Art and 
Literature, 1940-1970. St Lucia, Qld: University of Queensland Press, 2007.  
 
Mellick, J. S. D. and Maureen Freer. Writers’ Footprints: A Queensland Literary 
Companion. North Melbourne, Vic.: Australian Scholarly Publishing, 2010.  
NEWSPAPERS 
 
The Brisbane Courier 
The Courier-Mail (formed from the merger of The Daily Mail and The Brisbane  
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Courier. First edition published Aug 28 1933.) 
The Daily Mail  
The Daily Standard 
Queensland Figaro 
The Queenslander 
The Sunday Mail 
The Worker 
 
Other possible newspaper sources: Advocate, Age, Catholic Advocate / Catholic 
Leader, Protestant Clarion, Observer and Eveing Brisbane Courier, Queensland 
Times, Sun / Brisbane Sun, Telegraph, Week.  
 
These titles are identified in two sources: 
Johnston, W. Ross, Margaret Zerner, and the Queensland Library Board. “A Guide 
to the History of Queensland: A Bibliographic Survey of Selected Resources in 
Queensland History.” Brisbane: Library Board of Queensland, 1985.  
 
State Library of Queensland lists of newspapers.  
 
Several key newspaper articles: 
 
“New Town Hall Progress,” Brisbane Courier, November 4, 1921, 6. 
  
A long detailed article on the early history of the site, the early stages of 
work and methods used.  
 
“Brisbane’s New Town Hall,” Queenslander, January 26, 1928, 8.  
 
 Long article examining the features of each of the main spaces. Full of  
superlatives.  
 
“The City Hall – A Vision of Years Becomes a Reality,” Brisbane Courier, April 3, 
1930, 16.  
 
A full page contains smaller articles published just prior to the official 
opening. Includes the article “Battle of Sites” which gives the history of the 
battles of the sites but does not refer to the laying of the second foundation 
stone in the summary.  
 
 
STATISTICS / YEARBOOKS 
 
Brisbane Statistics  
 
Issued by the Brisbane City Council and cover period 1925-1972. Followed  
by Brisbane Yearbook 1972-1987.  
 
 
 
THESES 
 
De Gruchy, G. F. A Study of Change in the Built Environment with Special 
Reference to Urban and Architectural Design in Brisbane’s Central Business 
District Core and Core Periphery. [St. Lucia, Qld.], 1977.  
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Volume 2 has two pages discussing architectural information classified 
under headings including Architectural style, Characteristics of the style, 
Possible design influences, Planning and configuration, Urban setting and 
Sources.  
 
Ward, Bruce. Classical Detail and Its Influence on Façade Design of Nine Brisbane 
Buildings between 1865 and 1930: Parliament House, Museum, Australia National 
Bank, Treasury Building, Customs House, Lands Administration Building, Family 
Services Building, City Hall and Bank of New South Wales. [St Lucia, Qld.], 1994.  
   
Master of Architecture thesis includes discussions of classical details and 
measurements of façade and some historical background of City Hall.   
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Appendix 8    Interview data 
 
No. Gender Resident/ 
Visitor 
Experiences at 
City Hall 
Parts of City 
Hall recalled 
Quote 
 
 
 
1 
 
female 
 
Brisbane 
resident 
 
Participated in 
eisteddfods, 
primary school 
choir 
performances 
 
Clock tower, 
Rest Room,  
 
The City Hall was the most 
interesting thing that I could 
think of. It was just a wealth of 
different textures and visual 
delights. 
 
 
2 
 
female 
 
Brisbane 
resident 
 
Visited from 
Caloundra as a 
child. 
Son participated 
in school choir 
and concerts. 
 
 
Rest room 
 
I just remember ladies being at 
the door. It was quite fancy and 
a really amazing experience. 
You know I’d never 
experienced anything like that 
before. As a little kid it was 
quite different having that 
experience.    
 
 
3 
 
female 
 
Brisbane 
resident 
 
Used after work 
before going to 
night classes 
 
 
Rest room 
 
We used to go to Christmas in 
Storyland when the kids were 
at kindy and preschool and 
then when you work in town it’s 
sort of part of your life.  
 
 
4 
 
male 
 
Brisbane 
resident 
 
Long term BCC 
employee - 
retired 
 
Various 
departments 
 
 
It’s such a unique building just 
working in that environment 
was special. 
Also the sense of community. 
You could go to a dance there 
and congregate it was a nice 
place to go to. It’s just a unique 
place. There’s nothing like it. 
 
 
5 
 
female 
 
Brisbane 
resident 
 
Long term BCC 
employee - 
retired 
 
Auditorium 
 
I loved it – the structure of it, 
the dome, the wood. It was just 
old and lovely. It was a special 
place to work. 
 
 
6 
 
male 
 
Brisbane 
resident 
 
Long term BCC 
employee - 
retired 
 
Wide variety 
of public 
events in 
auditorium 
 
They passed on their 
knowledge to us (orally) and 
that’s how we learnt. And then 
we passed on our knowledge 
to the newer ones as they 
started there. 
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7 
 
male 
 
Brisbane 
resident 
 
Attended many 
performances 
 
Auditorium 
 
Lehrer asked the stage 
manager to turn up the lights 
and invited people to leave if 
they felt anyone was going to 
be offended (referring to 
Premier J B-P concerns) and 
then performed the Boy Scout 
song – what could the police 
do? It was a brilliant strategy.  
 
 
8 
 
female 
 
Brisbane 
resident 
 
Daughter 
attended 
Kindercraft 
Daughter waited 
at Rest room 
after school 
 
Kindercraft 
Auditorium - 
Christmas in 
Storyland 
Rest room 
 
I have very fond memories of 
City Hall. It meant a lot to me 
my daughter was happy there 
and I knew she was always in 
good hands. She always 
enjoyed herself there. 
 
 
9 
 
female 
 
Brisbane 
resident 
 
Participated in 
Homeless 
Connect as a 
service provider 
 
Auditorium 
 
Holding it at City Hall was not 
symbol or meaningful in any 
way. It was just inconvenient 
really. 
 
 
10 
 
female 
 
Brisbane 
resident 
 
BCC employee – 
retired 
Took her 
children to clock 
tower 
 
Various 
departments 
Clock tower 
Red Cross 
cafe 
 
The lift was operated by two 
extremely nice elderly 
gentlemen who loved their job 
of taking people up the lift to 
the open decks at the top of 
the clock tower.   
 
 
11 
 
female 
 
Brisbane 
resident 
 
BCC employee – 
retired 
 
 
Many public 
events and 
other 
functions  
Auditorium 
 
 
Nothing compared with the 
main auditorium in City Hall for 
holding a special function. 
 
12 
 
female 
 
Brisbane 
resident 
 
Attended high 
school awards 
ceremonies and 
choir member 
 
Auditorium 
 
I don’t think the fact prize 
giving was held at City Hall 
made it that special or 
memorable, but the logistics of 
getting a choir, an orchestra 
and various prize recipients 
and others in the right place at 
the right time while avoiding 
the family and friends who 
were arriving, given the 
geography of the building was 
fun.   
 
 
	  	   410	  
 
13 
 
male 
 
Brisbane 
resident 
 
As a child visited 
from country.  
As an adult 
attended and 
performed in 
many concerts 
and operas.  
Organised balls. 
 
Auditorium 
Supper room 
 
 
I was at a different ball every 
night of the week – sometimes 
at Cloudland, Riverside Ball 
Room at New Farm and the 
City Hall. City Hall was nice 
because of the space, nice to 
have circular floor and the 
alcoves were very good. 
Cloudland had the better floor.  
 
 
 
14 
 
male 
 
Brisbane 
resident 
 
Attended many 
functions – 
concerts, 
ceremonies, 
competitions.  
 
 
Clock tower 
Auditorium 
 
We also attended a number of 
naturalisation ceremonies for 
friends at City Hall. 
 
15 
 
female 
Brisbane 
resident 
Attended many 
functions – 
concerts, 
ceremonies, 
competitions. 
Clock tower 
Auditorium 
We love the place and can’t 
wait to see it now the 
renovations have been done. 
 
16 
 
male 
Brisbane 
resident 
Professional 
work on building 
Site 
Archaeologic
al evidence 
under 
auditorium 
floor 
 
Discussed evidence found on 
site, maps and newspaper 
articles 
 
17 
 
male 
 
Brisbane 
resident 
 
Professional 
work on building 
 
Site  
Integrity of 
whole 
building 
 
 
Respect original intentions of 
architects 
 
 
 
 
 
